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THE 


GREA Al LAVV 


Conlilivicn : 
ON A 


DISCOURSE 


Wherein the 
( Nature, 
) Uſefulneſs, and 
Abſolute Neceſſity 
O F 


Conſideration, 


In order to a truly Serious and Religious 
LIFE, is laid open+ 


The Fifth Edition, more exattly Correlted, 
By ANTHONY HORNECK, D.D. 


I thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy Tefti-, 
montes, Pſal. 119 5. 

Bend dicere ad paucos pertinet, bene autem vivere ad 
amnes, LaCtan. lib. 1. Inftit. 


London, Prigted for S.mue {.044-;, and are to be Sold 
by lem, Rhoges, next the Swan-Tavern near Briges 
lane in F leets frreee, I Ld $8, 
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To his GRAC E, 


Chriſtopher 


Lord Duke of Albemarle,c.Lord- 
Lieutenant of the Counties of De- 
von, and Eflex, Gentleman of His: - 
Majeſties Bed-Chamber, one: of His 
Majeſties moſt Honourable Privy +: 
Council, and Knight of the moſt ? 


My LORD, 

May it pleaſe your Grace, k. 
Dare. not call this Addreſs Preſum-:. } 
ption, the uſual Complement Men: * 
give to Perſons of Honour in Dedi-  -.? 
cations of Books, but Duty, and the 
greateſt Service, I can pay you. It's the _ 


A; cauſe 3 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
cauſe of God, and the cauſe of Mens im- 


mortal vals. Iam defending in this Trea- 
tiſe, a SubyeCt which claims atrention from 
all degrees of Men, and wherein the moſt 
puiſſant Prince is as "much concern'd, as 
the meaneſt Vaſhl. Iris a future Eſtate, 
and what becomes” of Men, when - their 
Bowes do drop from them, and what 
they muſt do to inberit that Eterngl Glo- 
ry, NT bich amercifp] God hath been plea- 
fed ro promiſe them, that Tintend to ſpeak 
ro;:and if there be ſuch a thing, as a re- 
tribution after Death, and our Souls,vvhen 


; 2 - they leave their earthly Tabernacles, muſt 


come to an after-reckoning, and appear 
before the dreadful Tribunal. of a juſt 
and infinite Majeſty, certainly that Man 
1s unjuſt ro himſelf, and an Enemy to 
his own preſervation, that dares negleft 
his preparation for that great and tre- 
mendous Audit, and prefers not Medi- 
_ tation on that laſt account, before all che 
ſenſual enzoyments of this World. 


My 


.” 
Ornate a gaonw—=_s mn, ..;, 


The Epiſthe Detticatory. | 
My Lord, We are fall'n thto an Age» 

wherein ſome few daring Men ( indeed 
their number is inconſiderable, compared 
with the more ſober part of Mankind, ) 
have preſumed to mock ar a puniſhment 
after Death, and term'd that a Bugbear, 
derived from the Tales of Prieſts , and 
the melancholy of contemplative Men, 
which the wiſer World heretofore was 
afraid to entertain, but with moſt ſerious + 
refletions. When the ripeſt, arid moſt 
ſuba& Judgments, for almuit Six thouſand 
years together, by the inſtin& of Nature, 
and Conſcience, have believd a furure 
Retribution ; it's pretry to ſee a few raw 
Yourhs, who have drown'd their Reaſon - * 
in Senſuality, and ſcarcely ever "peruf 'd 
any Books, but Romances, and the Ja- 
{civious Rhapſodies of Pocts, aſſume tv 
themſelves a power to controul the uni- 
verſal Senſe and Conſent of Mankind: 
think themſelves wiſer than all the grave ' 
Sages, that have liv'd before them; and 

break J-ſts in their Riots , and D-- 
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The Epiſtle Dearatory. 


Saucheries, upon that, which not only 
Chriſtians, but Jews, Mahometans, and 
Heathens, the ſubtileſt, and moſt know- 
* of them, have, ever ſince we. have 


any Record or Hiſtory of their AGions, 


and Belief, profels'd, and embrac'd with 


all imaginable Reverence. 


And, are not things come to a fine 
pals, My Lord,, when Chriſtianity, the 
ee Revelation that was ever vouch- 


faked to Men, hath been receiv'd, con- 
firm'd, and approv'd of in the World, 


above Sixteen hundred years; and the 
greateſt Philoſophers, in many of thoſe 
Countries, where it- bath taken Root, 


| have not dared to doubt of the truth of 


it, the convincing power that came along 
with it, proclaiming its Divinity, and 
Majeſty ; that theſe bold Artentates 
ſhould now begin to arraign its Autho- 
rity, and put us upon proving the firſt 
Prigciples of it, as if the World were 
return'd to its former Barbariſm , and 
we 
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1be Epiftle Dedicatory. 
we had once more to do with .Infidels, 
as if Men had diveſted themſelves of 
Humanity, pur on the nature of Beaſts, 
and were ſent into the World to un- 
derſtand no more, but the matter and 
motion of the Malmsbury Philoſophy. 


I conteſs, I have ſometimes blamed my I 
ſelf for accuſing theſe | Lihertines of 
Atheiſm, when I have underftood, what 
mortal Enemies they were to Lying and 
Nonlſence ; for how ſhould not they be. 
lieve a God that cannot ſpeak a Sen« 
tence, but muſt Swear by bim ; or the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, that par 
ſo remarkable an Emphaſis upon's Wounds 
and Blood ; or another World , that 
do- {0 ohen imprecate Damnation to 
tcraſelves; or the Being of a Devil, 
WHO do r not {c]Jdom with, he may con- 
tound them? Would nor any Man con- 
clude, Thac- Perſons who: do io exclaim. 
again [ CVE ry i "ſta 2?n and miſplaced 
V. 1 bs at, q 'e {uct ® >ric0} Maſters of 

Senſe, 


” 

c 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

Senſe, and value themſelves fo much 
upon their veracity, muft needs believe 
the exiſtence of thoſe things, they make 


aſe of in their = Oaths and. 


Curſes, the PonfÞous Ornaments , 


which in this Licentions Age ſer off 


the Glory, Wit, and Gallantry of ſuch 
accompliſth'd Pretenders ? But though 
we muſt not be ſo unmannerly, as to 
accuſe theſe Wits of contradictions in 
their Diſcourſes, yet any Man, that 
goth not love Darkneſs better than 
Light, may ſoon perceive how faulty 
this way. theſe Scepticks are , there 
being nothing more common with 


them, than to ſinile at the Notion of 
that God, by whom they Swore juſt 
before; and to raille that day of. 


Judgment , which they ſeerm'd to ac- 
knowledge in their abſurd wiſhes and 


1mNPrecations. 


Some 
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Some © have I known, who, tn a fe- 
rious Fit, have been pleas "qd ro tell me; 


that if they could be ſure , there was 


another World, and a Rerribution for 
Good and Evil, none thould exceed 
chem in ſtri&neſs of Converſation , and 
exa&t Piety of Life; and I am fo cha- 


. ritable to believe, that theſe ſpeak 


the Senſe of moſt of the reft , and thar 
the imaginary want of certainty in this 
dubious Point, diverts them from vet- 
ruring on that Innocence and Puriy , 
which was the Glory of the Primitive. 
Chriſtians. But may it not be requi- 
ſite to enquire , whether theſe Doubt- 
es have ever taken the right way to 
be ſatisfied? If one that had never 
heard. of ſuch a City as Exeter , ſhould 


| berold, that a Friend of his, Jately de- 
| ceaſed there, had left him a Thouſand 


Pounds ; and he ſhould reply, Thar ' if 


he were certain there were ſuch a Ci- 


ty, he would repair thither , and yer 
would 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

would not enquire of thoſe that are 
able to inform him 3 might it not be 
preſumed, that ſuch an one had no mind 
to be ſatisfied? And I durſt appeal 
to the Conſciences of theſe Men, that 
doubt of an. after-retribution , whether 
they did - ever ſincerely, and imparti- 
ally deſire, or endeavour to be ſatisfied 
about ir? Did they ever do, what 
every rational Man ought to do, that 
1s willing to be aſcertained of the 
Truth of a common report? Did they 
ever put themſelves to half that trou- 
ble, ro be convinced of the certainty 
of a future Judgment, that they put 
themſelves to, when they would 2 
whether the Title of the Eſtate, they. 
would buy , be good or no? Donot: 
they drudge from Lawyer to Lawyer, 
to. adviſe about the Evidences that 
relate to it? And by this we gueſs, 
that chey are willing to. be ſatisfied. 


To 


The Epiftke. Dedicatory. 


To fſcoff at a Notion of weight 
and moment before examination , is a 
oreat ſign of Indiſcretion, and Folly in 
thoſe that do-it, whilſt  the/' prudent: 
Man , that defires to know: the Truth 
of it , enquires what Solidity there 1s in 
it, whether any Wiſe Men were ever of 
that Opinion , what Reaſon they had 
to think ſo, and what enticed, or mo-« 
ved them to embrace it? He is ſo far 
from exclaiming againſt it, at. the firſt 
hearing , or arraigning thoſe that receive 
it , as too facile: and - credultous , that 
hell conſule ' with Men , whom: .he 
may - rationally ſuppoſe, to be -at leaft 
as Wiſe and Learned as himſelf; and 
lee what Arguments they can allege 
for it, and whether choſe Arguments 
be ſatisfatory, or no; Nor would' I 
require more pains or induſtry in the 
cale in queſtion, than ſuch an applicatis 
on of Prudence, to be ſatisfied in the 
truth of a future ' ſtate; and he that 


would 


| The Epiſtlh Deticatory. 


© would thus proceed, muſt be ſtrangely 


ſtupid, if he be. nor convinced of the- ve- 
rity; andirationaliry of it. 

Bur: when IT ſpeak of enquiring thts 
the Truth:of: the Notion before' us; I'do- 
not: mean a ſlight, or ſuperficial ſurvey of 


ie, nota flaſh of Conception. which like 
Lightning (to uſe-Plutarch's phraſe” ) dies' 


as:ſoon: as bon, buta ſerious-weighing and! 
pondering the matter; for it wouldi ſeem 
a:ſtrange effe& of Arropance, and Self 
centedneſs, to-undercake;, at! firftÞ ſipht, 
to comprehend; and'refate all elis''rea+- 
fons'of a-Poiat; wherein? very wife Ment 
have:employ'd the contemplation and ft 


dy of: many hours. | Thialt \diſputes there 


are: Topicks of greater! or leffer-weiphe; 
and. if {ome of theſe/prepyate- Wits" find 


themſelves able ro refel ſome of the weak 
eſt: Arguments, it's ilÞ Logick- to-infer, 
that - therefore they-catn''as eaftly anfiver 
the ſtrongeſt, and moſt ponderous':' And 
yet this 'is the uſual” merhod', where« 
by:theſe: vain Men diſcipline themſelves 


into 


64*., 
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The. Epiftle Dedicatary: 
into Unbelief,; they. are. carefnl, to. pick; 


out. ſuch, additional Proofs, which, Men, 


of Reaſon ſuperadd ro their weighriclh 
Obſervations, and theſe they take the bold. 
nels.to- cavil- at, whilſt 5 avoid thole 
more. material evidences, which, would, 

er, their Underſtandings, and write 


FI = Mene Tekel Uphaxfin, upon. their, 


Luſts and Paſſions ; which carele(s diſpo- 
ſition I can aſcribe to nothing fo much, 


; as want of CONSIDERATION. 


And indeed its lamentable to ſee Men, 
endued with Reaſon, fink fo much beneath 
it, and live in the reverſe of thoſe Princi- 
ples, which the Supreme Archite&ot Hea- 
ven and Earth hath engraven on their 
Conſciences. 

To reduce ſuch, and other ſinful Men, 
to a ſerious Conſideration of their Spiritu- 
al Concerns, is the chief deſign of this 
Work, and: all [ ſhall requeſt of Towr 
Grace, is, that you will be leaſed to per- 
uſe it ſomeimes at your hours of leiſure; 


not that I pretend to have writ more, or 
better 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. ! 
better on this Subje&, than far more V 
Learned Authors have done before me ; 
but as the Mighty Artaxerxes accepted 
of a Cup of Water from the hand of a 
Peaſant ; ſo Tour Grace will let the World: 


fee, how great a Maſter you ate itt the | 


Art of Condeſcenfion, by countenancing | 
the'poor Preſent cf, - | | 

| " AG My Loxoy, 
Tour Graces | 


Moſt Faithful, and moſt Obedient + . 


Servant, and Chaplain, 
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AnTarony Horngck, 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


He great Foes of Religion, which have, 
inall Ages, oppos'd its progreſs, and-un- 


dermin'd its glory, are Hypocrifie and Pro- - 


haneneſs. Between theſe two Thieves the 
ewel hangs, as its Great Maſter on the Croſs, 
and they both revile it, the one under the cha- 
racter of a familiar Friend, the other under that 
of an open Enemy : Which of theſe doth. the 


greateſt harm, is ſomthing difficult, xo deter». 


mine. Hypocrifie commonly uſhers} p . 
phaneneſs, and, as a Lad thru nate Wie i | 


opens the door to the greater Monſter ; for 
there is nothing more common than for Men 
who are not very diſcerning, to contemn. all 
Piety, when they ſee the blackeſt crimes 


proſecuted under that ſilken Mantle, and Men 


with the Temple of the Lord in their mouths, a- 
buſe both the Temple, and the God that dwells 
in it. People, whoſe underſtandings areweak, 


obſerving Men to carry Daggers under their Bi- 
bles, and to make uſe of the nobleſt means for 


the worſt and baſeſt ends, are apt to think, they 


may with authority laughatall that's Sacred,and - 
fancy they are excuſed trom all Devotion, when 


B they 
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they find the greateſt pretenders make it only a 
trick to cheat the World. Whether that pro- 
phaneneſs which hath , too much of late in- 
croch*d upon this Weſtern World, do not owe 
its original to ſuch-Religious pretences of Men, 
who, under the name of Juſtice and SanCtity, 


Have dared to do that which Heathens would 


have. trembled at, Ileave to wiſer Men than my 
{elf to judge. 

- Only I cannot but take notice of a ſtrangeef- 
feQ,which our Sermons have accidentally,as the 


Sun dothSnakes anidSerpents,when ſhining upon 


unclean Dunghils, -produced in the lives of too 
many, of whom we might juſtly have expeQted 
better returns in Religion ; for-while we have 
been diſcouraging: them from Hypocriſie, they 
have ref out into Debauchery ;. and while we 
MVe dt@vour'dt6clear our Church from ſuch 
as have but a form 6f Godlineſs, they have made 
our atternpt an opportunity, to indulge them- 
ſelves in their Lufts,' and thought that the way 
to approve themſelves true Members of-our 


' Church, was to Drink, Swear, and be Lewd, and 


to commir thoſe ſins openly,which the other,may 
be,did in ſecret ; Excellent Sons of the Church ! 
that, Viper-like, tear up her bowels, and by 
a kind of gallantry, fetch*d from Hell, rail at 


their Mother more than Shimmer: did at David. 


I may be bold toaftirm, That there 1s no Church 
this day 1n all the Chriſtian World, that in her 
Doctrine doth either encourage real goodneſs 


Tore, or ſtrives more to keep the balance even, 
£ that 
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that God may have the things which are God's 
and Man the things which are Mar's,than that we 
live in : Yet to our ſorrow we find, that while 
we have given People leave to laugh at Religious 
diſſimulations,they have laugh'd themſelves into 
Licentiouſneſsz and while they have taken liberty 
tocavilata falſeReligion,they haveat laſt learn'd 
tobe averſefrom all thar looks like Holineſs. This 
hath made me ſomtime admire what theſe men 
do with their Reaſon, and that they do not pre- 
ſently forſwear buying any more Pearls, becauſe 
ſome there are,that ſell counterfeit ones for true; 
Strange / They ſhould;roavoid one extreme, run 


1nto another; and to ſhun deceptions in Religion, 


run as far from it,as the Devil can miſlead them: 
How ſoon might the folly of both extremes be 
diſcover'd,if Men were but willing tothink more 
than they do / But while they go on in a road 
of a few outward Duties, and conſider nor, 
how unworthy of that Church and Goſpel they 
live, whoſe Friends they profeſs themſelves to 
be, no marvel if they fright Men away from 
our Aſſemblies, and bring darkneſs upon all the 
Land of Goſhey. 

The juſt indignation I have taken at the in- 
juries our Church ſuffers from theſe ſcandalous 
Men, hath been partly the occaſion of this Trea- 
tiſe. For I ſee Mens Cures lie within their own 
Breaſts, and that ſo many are ſick unto death, 
and ready to periſh, the reaſon is, becauſe they 
will not refle&t, what unreaſonable Men they 
are ; nor repreſent to themſelves the wrong the) 
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The PxrraAce. 


do to their Souls by a lively cbnſideration, as 
will evidently appear in the enſuing Diſcourle. 

I confeſs,divers accompliſhments, which ren- 
der a Book acceptable to curious Palates, ſuch 
as are Rhetorick, Elegancy of Style, Fancy, 
Wit, and frequent Quotations of Authors, &c. 
w1ll be found. wanting here; but, as I profeſs 
no skill that way, ſo my deſign was not ſo much 
to fill Mens Heads with Not:ons, as their Hearts 


with Fire. It was to engage the ignorant and 


careleſs, to a ſubſtantial improvement of their 
Reaſon ; And if what Ihave faid, can prevail 
with thoſe that have lived like Beaſts, to reco- 
ver themſelves into Men again 5 I both under- 
value the little cenſures of ſupercilious Men, 
and content my Self with that ſucceſs. We can- 
not all ſhine as Stars of the firſt Magnitude in 
the wide Firmament of the Church ; thoſe that 
cannot, muſt give ſuch light as they are able 
to diſpenſe; I envy not our Eagles in Divini- 
ty, that they ſee far more than I, but thank 
God I ſee ſo muchz and while the greater 
Sages offer Gold, and Myrrh, and Frankincenſe, 
I am happy enough, if I may be allowed to 
bring Goats hair, and Baagers Skis, towards 
the accompliſhment of the Tabernacle. A 
critical Eye may ſpie faults in this Free-wall- 
offering, and I do not wonder at itz for my 
duller fight, now I have done, diſcovers more 
than I wiſh there were in't. But my Diſcourſe 1s 
fitted to my end. Doing good is my intent ; if I 
ſucceed nor, it's no more but what greater Men 
have failed of, Farewe!. The 
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The Contents of the Chapters - 


contained 1n this Treatile. 


CHAP. L 


T H E Nature of our Souls. The Eternal 


State they are deſign'd for. The means 
God hath made uſe of, to fit Men for 
Everlaſting Bliſs. All theſe means inefſe@ual | 
without conſideration. 


CHAP. II, 


Conſideration, no tranſitory view of Spiritual 
Things, imports laying the Heart and Mind 
cloſe into Spiritual Concerns ; reſembles Mag- 
nifying-Glaſſes, which diſcover things imper- 
ceptible by the naked Eye. The great Ingredi- 
arents of it, Selfs Examination, Expoſtulati- 
on, and firong Reſolution. 


B 3 CHAP. 


The CONTENTS. 
CHAP. III. 


The abſolute neceſſity of Conſideration, in order to 
a ſerious Life, Gon"s frequent Commanas to 
that purpoſe. Our Reaſon and the Power of 
Conſideration we are farniſh'd or endwd with, 
prov'd tobe given us for this end, Without it 
Men have cauſe to ſuſpeit that their Refor- 


mation t counterfeit. 
CHAP. IV. 


Of the various Impediments and Remora”s of Con- 
ſtaeration. Men fancy greater difficulty int, 
than there is indeed, Are continually employ'd 
about ſexſnal Objets, Loth to part with their 

ſens. Ienorant of the pleaſure of Conſideration, 

Re flo upon the danger of loſing their unlawful 

gartm, Fear they ſhall fall into Melazcholy, or 

go diſtraGed with ſo much ſeriouſneſs. Are of 
opinion, that Converſion, in that ſenſe the Serip- 
ture ſpeaks of it, is needleſs. Miſtake the na- 
ture of Conſideration, Are diſcouraged by cvil 
company, Nezled conſulging with Miniſters 
about this neceſſary work, elude themſelves 


with the Notion of Chriſt”s aying for the ſuns of . 


the World, | 
WES CHAP. Y.. 
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poſes a Man to be a worthy Receiver of the 
Lord's Supper : Prepares him for an Angelical 
Life on Earth ; makes himprudent and diſcreet 
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ixhuman to God, and their own Souls; How _ 


reaſonable Gog's requeſts are, and how juſtly 
'God may turn that power of conſideration he 
hath given them, into blindneſs and hardneſs of 


Heart, finge they make ſo ill an uſe of it, &c. 
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Of Retirement and Prayer, the two great helps to 
Conſideration. Retirement proved to be neceſſary 
. 10 make Conſideration of our Spiritual ſtate more 
quick and lively. Prayer call in the aſſiſkence 
of God's Spirit, and renders the work effettual, 
A Form of Prayer to be uſed upon thi occaſion. 
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Nature, Uſefulneſs, and Neceflity of it, 
in order to a Serious Life. 
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CHAP. L 


The Nature of our Souls. - Fhe Eternal State they 

are deſign for. The Means God hath made 
uſe of, to fit Men for everlaſting Bliſs. Al 
theſe Means ineffeFual without confideration. 


WE HAT we are deſign'd for 

Fs Nobler Employments , 
than Eating, and Drink- 
£7 ing, and Sleeping, and 
33082 Playing , and following 

S333 our Trades and -Bult- 
nefſes in this World, Can 
$$ happineſs, which Beafts 
arrive to as well as'we) 
the great Souls, we carry in our Brealts, do evi- 
dently demonſtrate. Theſe being capable. of 


knowing God, of delighting in him, and con 
yerſing with him for ever, we may areal 
g ' . u 


- 
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"ſuppoſe, That thoſe, who ſuffer the Profits and 
Pleaſures of this preſent World, to engroſs their 
AfﬀeCions, go aſtray and err from the great 
End of their Creation. 

While the Atheiſt laughs at the Immortality 
of his Soul,and the Prophane ſells his better part 
to the Devil; the Religious, who will prove the 
only wiſe Man 1n the end, and who hath none 
of thoſe clouds and miſts, the other are troubled 
with, before his eyes, ſees clearly what a Trea- 
{ſure the bountiful hand of Heaven hath beſtow?d 
on him, in ſhedding abroad ſo excellent,ſo Ange- 
lical a Being in his Body, a $oz/that can build her 
Neſt among the Stars of Heaven, walk through 
yonder Manſions, and taſte of the Rivers which 
make glad the City of God ; a Soul which can 
wing her ſelf above the Clouds, and ſurvey the 
Crowns and Scepterslaid up for thoſe that dare 
defpiſe the World, and have their converſation 
 1n Heaven ; a Soul which can live in Paradiſe, 
while the Body is in trouble, and rejoyce in 
him, who is All in All, while the fierce Winds 
are whiſtling about her ears. 

The vaſt reach of theſe Souls, we have, for 
they can comprehend whole Worlds, and dive 
into the Cauſes, Ends, and Defigns of things, 
and in a moment flie from one end of the Earth 
uato :the other, their fitneſs to receive Divine 
Jlumioation, their ſtrong deſires after Immor- 
tality,. their ſecret aftings without rhe help, of 


_ their 


dy,.their, hopes of Heaven, their fears of | 
1þ-1heir capacity of ſeeing Þ* to come 
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of Conſideration, 3 
their ability tolive above, their ſublime Nature, 
their ating like Angels, their reflex Acts, their 
immateriality, the Addreſſes God makes to 
them, the threatnings and promiſes of the Go- 
ſpel, the Devil's buſie endeavours to undermine 
them, the preſages they have, the joy they feel, 
the torments of Conſcience they endure ſome. 
times, all proclaim the certainty of an Eternal 
State or Condition they are intended tor. 

This Eternal State imprinted on our Natures, 
diſcover'd to the Gerrzles, proclaim'd by the 
Son of God, preach'd by Angels, confirm'd by 
* xi reveal'd to Chriſtians, believ'd 1n the 
World, as it relates either ro Bliſs or Miſery, to 
Joy or Torrent, to Honour or Diſhonour.; ſo 

ow to enjoy the one, andavoid the other, muſt, 
in all probability, be the great obje&t which Cod 
deſign'd Mens Souls ſhould be chiefly employ?d 

abour. fn 
For as there cannot be a thihg of greater mo- 
ment than Eternity 3 ſo he muſt be a Sot oc a 
Beaſt, that can imagine, that God, who ever 
intends the nobleſt Creatures for, the nobleſt 
Ends, will give Men leave to buſie themſelves 
about picking of ſtraws, and pleaſing a few ſen- 
fual Luſts, when he hath given them Souls. ca- 
ſable, not only of labouring and ſeeking after 
ut obtaining a Kingdom which fades not away ; 
and when we ſwear, and toil, and labour, to 
make proviſion for twenty, thirty, forty years, 
what do we do, but proclaim our obligation to 
be infinitely more concern'd, how to proyice 
6 or 
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for that State which muſt never have an end? 


And as it was the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of ! 


God, to make us capable of an everlaſting du- | 


ration 5 ſo we ſhould be injurious to both, if 
we did not ſuppoſe, that God hath order'd and 


appointed means, whereby its poſſible to fave |. 


our ſelves from the wrath tocome. 

He that takes a view of God's Proceedings 
and Dealings with Men, ever ſince the Creati- 
on of the World, cannot but ſtand amaz'd at the 
coft, and Iabour, and pains, and means,and mo- 
tives,and arguments,God hath us'd to make Men 
fenfible of their everlaſting Intereſt, and to en- 

age them to a ferious preparation for that 
orld' they muſt live for ever 1n. 

This ferious preparation muſt neceſſarily be a 
holy, blameleſs, ſpotleſs Life ; for the means muſt 


ever beſutableand agreeable to the nature of ' 


the end. And Heaven being a Holy Place, per- 
fet Holineſs reigning there, it's not to be ima- 
' gin'd, how perfeQtion of Holineſs can be enter'd 
upon, without a conſiderable progrefs in Holi- 
neſs here, po Man reaching the higheſt ſtep of a 
Ladder without the lowermoſt ; andone might 
as well flatter himſelf, thu his Trade by ſuch a. 
trme will bring him in Ten thouſand pounds, 
when heis ſo or from minding his Trade, that 
he contrives only how to run with others into 
excefs of Riot. | 
Whoever hoped for a crop of Corn without 
ſowing any? Or whoever expefted Tylips 
ſhould grow in his Garden, without planting, 
UC 
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of ! 
Ju. ; 
if} 


| eſt and chiefeſt good ; what were all theſe, but - 


of Conſideration. s 
ſuch Roots, as muſt produce them ? The inno- + 
cence, which is above, is to compleat what is 
begun here; and what purity there is in thoſe 
everlaſting Manſions, is tocrown thatSanCQtityg 
the Soul arrived to here; and the Light thac 


| ſhines there, is only to-mingle with that which 


did illuminate the Soul in this lower World; fo 
that if there be no light in our Spirits here, 
there can no Light mingle with it hereafter, 


{ forGodis Light, and his Heaven is nothing ele 
| butLight, and as Light cannot mingle with 


Darkneſs, nor Fire with Snow ; ſo Holineſs here- 
after can mingle with no Soul, but what comes 
attended with the light of Holinels. 

And indeed to plant this Holineſs in Men, the 
means have been ſo various, ſo numerous, fo 
potent, before the Law, under the Law, and 


under the Goſpel, that one may juſtly admire, 


the whole World doth not ſtand candidate for 
Heaven, and all the Inhabitants” of the Earth 
do not take the Kingdom of God by violence. 
Before the Law, the conrinual pleadings of 
the long-liv*d Patriarchs with ſinful Men, toim- 
prove the Light of Nature; that Primar of Di- 
vinity, the many Viſions, Revelations, Dreams, 
Signs, Wonders, Voices from Heaven, the Mt- 
niſtery of Angels, God's Patience, Forbearance, 
Long-ſuffering, and ſomtimes ' exemplary Ju- 
ſtice, the Examples of Holy Men, God's loveto 
thoſe that honour?d him, and the ſignal Bleſſings 
he beſtow'd on thoſe that made him their high- 


lo 
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ſo many Calls and Entreaties, that Men would ! 


by -Holineſs prepare for a future Happineſs ? 
 Nofooner did the-World drop into Luxnry, 
and contempt of the Supreme Law-giver, but 


God raiſed, and ſent forth Preachers of Righ- : 
teouſneſs to give them notice of his Will, and. 
their Duty ; and when all fleſh had corrupted 


its ways, Aoah and his Sons, 1n all likelihood, bee 
came Preachers itinerant, who,in thoſe hundred 
and twenty years, which God allotted the Re- 
bels for Repentance, travelled about the habi- 
table World, and forewarn'd every Man,and bid 
them by Prayer, and ſerious turning to God, 
{ſecure his Favour here, and his more neceſſary 
| Mercy hereafter. And fo after the Flood, when 
Vice and Folly had made Men forget the ſtu- 


pendous Deluge, the Almighty had ſent on their 
Fathers to cool their helliſh Luſts, Abraham is | 


{et up as a mark of God's Love and Bounty, and 
on him are conferr'd both the upper and nether 
ſprings of Mercy, that by his pious Example, 
the vicious Generation might be recalled from 
their evil ways, and perſuaded into ſerious 
thoughts of another World, and ſo on till 
| Moſes his timez ina word, in Abraham's Poſterity 
' wereſuch wonders wrought,as were enough,had 
| not Men ſhut their Eyes, to engage them to all 
that ſtriftneſs and circumſpettion, which Heaven 
and a better Life requires. {1 
Under the Law, God was ſo far from being 


weary of uling means, and taking pains with | 
Men 1n order to thisend, that he ſeem'd to have 
| relerv'd - 


_ 
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. of State, and might, with greater reaſon, t 


| heart of the Sea, The Enemy 


of Conſideration, 


\ reſery'd thoſe Ages for larger and fuller Demon=- 


ftrations of his Power and Munificence ; and if 
the People of Lyfrs had any ground for their 
exclamation, the Jews had far greater reaſon to 
Ads r4.1s. CTy Out, 7 hat 'God was come down. to 
oO theminthe Hikes 0. men. For while 
other Countries were. left in Darkneſs, and, 
like Moles, ſuffer'd to wander in the*;,ſhadow, 
and Valley of Death , - they , as if they had: 
been made. of purer Clay, ſfeem'd to be the. 
Darliogs of Providence, and the Fayourates of. 
Heaven. Heaven bow'd to them, and under 
its proteCtion they went, as,under a Canap! 


OY, 


the:;$ultan, have, challeng'd : that of FIR, 


The ſhadow of 'God ; and ' with that Perſlan 


Emperor, {yled themſelves, Kinſmen of. the. 
Stars. | Their Eyes ſaw Miracles almoſt every 
day ; and with dis daily Bread they receiv'd 
daily Prodigiesz Six hundred thouſand Men ſaw. 
the Red Sea divided. They faw how with the 
blaſt of God's Noſtrils, the Waters were gathe- 
red together, how the Floods ſtood upright as 
an heap, and the Depths were congealed 1n the, 
ſaid, I will per- 
{ye, I will overtake, I will divide the Spoil; 
my Luſt ſhall be ſatisfied upon them, I willdraw-. 
my Sword, my Hand ſhall deftroy them. . But 
the Almighty blew with his Wind, the'Sea'co- 
vered them, they ſank as Lead in the mighty, - 
Waters. | | | | 
This the Hebrews aw, They law it and. re- 
bell'd, 


[3 

* 
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bell'd, and yet, which was the greater Mitacle 
in the midſt of their Rebellion, God, like the 
Sun, when ſmiling through a Cloud, ſhewd 
them a merciful Face ; not that he approv'd of 
their impiety, but becauſe by theſe Beams he 
would warm their Hearts into Obedience. Their 
Bleſſings came down upon them, not in drops 
but in ſkowers; and their Proſperity, like the 
Cinamon-Tree, was ſo fragrant, that Strangers 
might ſmell it a great way off, before they law 
it. The Watersof Life were continually flows 


ing into their boſoms ; and though God now 


and then frown'd upon them, ( what Father 
would not ſomtimes chide. his Son?) yet his 
Indignation, which, like Flints, ſent out Fire, 
upon. their penitential Tears, ſtraightway re- 
turn'd to its former coldneſs. The Rocks pou- 
red them out Rivers of Oil, they waſl'd their 

Feet in Butter; and one might ſay of 
* En. Hlviu, their Land, as he * of the Ifle of 

Rhodes, They were bleſſed with a con» 
tinual Sunſbize, Their Prophets, what mighty, 
what powerful, Men were they? Men, that like 
Lamps, conſum'd their own Oil, to light thetr 


Auditors to Heaven ; or like Silk-worms, ſpun 


out their own Bowels, to deck their Hearers 
with Garments of Righteouſnefs. Where 
Words could not prevail, Tears were the means 


to ſupple and affeft them ; and, it" 


* Phil. ſeems, * There is not ſtronger Rhetos 
rick tn the world, than theſe ; Here 


one Prophet ſpoke like an Orator, there _ 
ther 
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ther like a Logiciavy. Here one endeavour'd 
by Eloquence to charm them, there another by 
clear Reaſon to coxvince them. Here one threa- 
zen'd, there another promis'd. Here one wooed, 
there another thundred. Here one camewith a 
Scepter of Love, there another with a Irumpet of 
War. Here one calld to them from Mount 
Ebal, there another from Mount Ger:zim, Here 
oneadjured them by the Bleſſings of the Basker 
and-the Store, there another by the Fruit of 
their Bodies, and the Fruit of their Ground, 
Here one made them feel the Fiery Law, there 
another invited them by Wine and Milk without 


| Money, and without price. Here one ſhew'd 


them the Bread and Water of Afflidtion, there 
another opened Rivers in high Places, and Foun- 
tains in the midſt of Valleys. Here one offer'd 
his hand to ſave them, there another made bare 
his arm of Revenge. Here one offer'd an Ark 
to thoſe that deſired Mercy, there another rain'd 
down floods of Curſes to drown the obſtinate. 


Here one repreſented God with his 
\ | 
. Sword drawn, A Smoke going up out Pal. 18. 8. 


of his Noſtrils, and devouring fire out 

of his Moath ; there another follow'd ſinners to 
the very gates of Hell, with offers of Mercy 1n. 
his Hand ; and while Vengeance was knocking 
at the door, and the Sword was at their hearts, 
call'd to them, Turn:ye, turn ye, why will ye aye? 
And what was all this, but tolay invincible ob- 
ligations on Men to reform, and by Reforma- 


tion of their Lives,to arrive at laſt at that Har- 
SD bour' 
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bour of Bliſs and Immortality, which the great 
Preſerver of Men hath prepar'd for thoſe thac 
tear him. 

Under the Goſpel, as if beyond this there 
were no other remedy to engage Men to Holi- 
neſs, the Son of God himſelf comes down from 
Heaven, and turns Preacher. A Glorious Scene / 
To ſee him, who, being in the Form of God , 
thought it no robbery to be equal with God , 
deſcend from his Bed of State, and ſink from 
the higheſt Magnificence into the Form of a Ser- 
vant: What could the Angels think, to ſee the 
Prince of Life take his leave of the Beatifick 
Regions, to diſguiſe himſelfin Fleſh, and dwell 
with Duſt and Aſhes? What was ſaid Gez. 18; 
21 ..of God figuratively, 1 will go down now and 
| ſee, whether they have done according to all the 
evil that is come np to me, was now made good 
according to theLetter ; and God who in times 
paſt, indivers manners, ſpake unto. Fathers of 
old, at laſtſpake by his Son. 

| The Men to whom his tormer Meflages were 
ſent, having beaten ſome of his Servants, and 
ſtoned and murthered others, the Everlaſting 
Father thought, Suze, they will reverence my Son. 
Indeed nothing leſs could be expetted, than 
that the Heir of all things, by his Greatneſs and 


Divinity ſhould ſtrike them into the humbleft 


- poſtures'of Repentance, eſpecially coming laden 
with the Olive-!leaves of Grace and Mercy, and 
Pardon in his Mouth. Behold, the deſire of 


all Nations comes, and He, that commands all 
| the 
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of Conſideration. Ik 
the Powers of Light and Darkneſs, appears in 
a Pulpit. He, by whom the Worlds were made, 
leaves the brightneſs of his Father's Glory, tg 
tell Men; what a Monſter Sin is, how odious, 
how loathſome in the Eyes of God ; how love- 
ly, how amiable, how beautiful the Ways of 
God are; confirms the Sayings of all the Pro- 
phets of old,aſſures Men, (and certainly he cqulc 
not tell a lie) that all thoſe — of old 
were in the right, when they profeſs'd, That 
iniquity would be Mens ruine, and that at yog- 
der Gate no unclean thing ſhould enter, and 
that God muſt be preferr'd before all the Riches, 
Honours, and Pleaſures of this World : a Fa- 
vour for which we want expreſſion, and which 
we muſt draw a vail over, as 7;mantes the Pain- 
ter did over the Face of Iphigenia's Father, bg- 
cauſe we cannot reach it with our colours it's 
a love, which paſſes knowledge; it ſurmoynts 
the brighteſt underſtanding. It ſtands ſtill on 
the Mount of God, and leaves us in the..Vale 
gazing, and ſtaring upon it, as a thing, which 
Mortality can ſhew no reſemblance of; ir ſtrikes 
Dumb, « dazzles the Eyes, it ſuſpends our Rea- 
ſon, binds the Faculties of an inquiſitive Soul, 
and fills all the chanels of it with Admiration. 
If a King ſhould ſend a Meſſenger with a Pardon 
to a MalefaQor that's ready to be turn'd off of 
the Ladder, there is no Man, but a ſtranger to 
Pity and Compaſſion, but would ſpeak in com- 
mendation of the Royal. Mercy; but ſhould 
the King himſelf approach the place of Execu- 
; C 2 tlon, 
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tion, and abſolve him, it's like the unexpeCted 
bounty would caſt the: Malefactor into a {woon. 


And then, when the Great God of Heaven and: 


Earth made his Favour exitatical, went out of 
the common road of Mercy, ſtept beyond all 
precedents and examples, increas'd his kindneſs 
into perfect Miracles, Miracles, which the Ages 
before cannot parallel, and the Son of God 


de his way through all the Clouds of Heaven,: 


totell Men how God long'd for their ſociety 
and happineſs ; we cannot ſuppoſe a poſſibility 
of greater condeſcenſion. And that which till 
increaſes the Wonder, this Son of God intreats, 
wooes,. and beſeeches Men to bethink them- 
ſelves, and dreſs up their Souls for the next 
Worlds Glory. He that might have come (as 
one day moſt certainly he will, ) with flamesof 
Fire, and taken vengeance on the obſtinate, and 
terrifiedand ſtartled them into ſeriouſneſs, and 
might, withouta Metaphor, as it 1s P/al. 45. 3. 
havegirded his {word upon his Thigh,and look'd 
ſtern on the Rebels, that would not have him 
reign over them, and frown'd them 1nto Hell. 
That this Son of God, this Sovereign Prince, 
whom all the Elements ſerve,at wnole command 
the Waters drown, and the Fire burns, and the 


Earth ſwallows up, that he ſhould come, and - 


draw near the City, and inſtead of conſuming, 
weep over it, a$1t he meant to quench the Firs 
of God's indignation apainſt it 3 and-inſtead of 
dooming it outright toEternal Vengeance, wiſh, 


| O that thou hadſt known in this thy day what be- 


longs 
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of Conlideration; 'E 


longs unto thy peace ! Call,like a tender compaſſi- 
onate Father, . How oftex would I have gather*d 
30u, 4s & Hen avth gather her Chickens ander her 
wings, and ye, would not | That he ſhould. bear 
affronts, and, in the midſt of thoſe injuries, en- 
treat Men to be reconcil'd to him, and ſeek for 
a Pardon. That he ſhould make nothing of be- 
ing ſlander'd, ſo he might but win them to Re- 
pentance, be content to undergo Reproaches, 
ſo he might but allure them to God's ways, ſuf- 
fer himſelf to be abuſed, ſo he might but ynde- 
ceive them in their ſtrong deluſions ; bear with 
their peeviſhneſs and frowardeſs, ſo he might 
but perſuade them to mind their Eternal Intereſt. 
That, like his Apoſtle afterwafd, though” free 
from all Men, he ſhould yet make himſelf 
Servant to all, that he might gain the-moxe; 
unto the Jews become as a Jew, that he might 
Painthe Jews; to them thatareunder the Law, 
as under the Law , that he might gain them 
that are under the Law, to them. that are 
without Law, as without Law, being-not; with- 
out Law to God, that he might gain-them that 
are without Law ;- to the weak become as weak, 
that he might” gain the weak, and be made. all 
things to all Men, that he might by all means 
ſame ſome ; that he ſhould conjure Mankind by 
Tears and Wounds, and his own Blood, by 
thoſe very Torments and Agonies he endured 
for them, tohave Mercy on themſelves, totake 
a view of the burning Lake beneath, and run 
away3 to look upon => Joys above, and bg 
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raviſh'd with the ſight ! That he ſhould court 
them by the ſweeteſt invirations, and the 
kindeſt Calls ; by the greateſt. Offers, and the 
ſofteſt Promiſes ; Promiſes of Afſiſtence, and of 
his Holy Spirit, of Peace, and Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt; and ſeal his Rrong defires and longings 
aftet their Holineſs, with his own death ; and af 
ter his death, being riſen again, ſend Apoſtles, 
and whole Armies of Confeſſors and Martyrs to 
eſtabliſhthoſe deffres, ordain a FunCtion of Men, 
that mighr preach thoſe Deſires in Mens Ears to 
the Weflds end ; this indeed is a condeſcenſion, 
which the great miniſtring Spirits in Heaven 
ſtand athaz'd ar, and itiay juſtly be look'd upon 
to be one of thoſe things, 7he Angels deſire to pry 
Into. 
| By ſach aſtoniſhing Means hath the great im- 
| mortal God etideavour?d to effett that Holineſs 
' in Men, that Seriouſnes, that Piety, that Het» 
venly-mindedneſs, which he hath appointed to 
be the only way to endleſs bliſs. Glorious Means 
indeed! But then they are no more but Pearls 
thrown before Swine, where Men confider not 
how far they are concern'd in the Heavenly Call, 
and what can be the meaning ofall theſeArtsand 
ftratagems of Divine Compaſſion, and what 
| ſhould make God thus ſolicitous and careful to 
procure Man's happineſs, and how dreadful it 
muſt be to neglect fo great a Salvation, what 
God can deſign by all this, and whart the intent 
of theſe unuſual endeavours muſt be, whether 
things are ſo, or no, and if they be ſo, what mon- 
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ſtrous ſtupidity it muſt be to lie ſtill, and fleep 
under fuch ſtrong and powerful invitations. To 
lay all this Labour and Induſtry, and Indefa- 
tigable pains of God before their Eyes, when 
they will not fix their Contemplationson the Re- 
medies intended for their recovery ; what is it, 
but to make a learned Oration to a Flock of 
Sheep ; and with the Popiſh S*. Frazc/s, to ad- 
dreſs our ſelves to Falcons and' Pheaſants, and 
other Birds, or, with him in Su/p/tius Severas,to 
{ſpeak to Wolves, to talk to a blind Man of Co+ 
lours, todiſcourſe Mathematicks to one in a Fe- 
ver, and to prepare Elixirs and Cordials for Men 
depriv*'d of Life and Senſe? Without Conſide- 
ration, we have little but Shape and Speech left 
us,to diſtinguiſh us from Beaſts; and God clear- 
ly loſes the Virtue of his Exhortations and En- 
treaties, except Conſideration ſets them home, 
digeſts and applies them to the Soul, and the 
inward thoughts, like Sun-beams 1n a Burning- 
Glaſs, unite and continue fo long upon theſs 
Spiritual Objects, till they ſet the Heart on fires 
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Conſideration, no tranſitory view of . Spiritual . | 
Things,imports laying the Heart and Mind cloſe 
w#nto Spiritual Concerns ; reſembles Mag nifyin 
Glaſſes, which diſcover things imperceptible b 
the naked Eye. The great Ipgredients of it, 
Self-examination , Expoſtulation, and ftrong | 
Reſolution. | 


-# 


'8 [ O W Conſideration, Thinking, Ponder- 
4ng,” Meditation, Contemplation do dif- 
fer, 15 not inaterial to enquire. Conſideration 
includes all: theſe, and is nothing but exercifing 
and improving that rational Faculty, ,the great 
Architett' hath beſtowed on us, to the Glory-of 
God, and the Felicity of our immortal Souls. 
'The ChataCter SF. Bernara gives of it, may help 
co illuſtrate this Deſcription; It diſtinguiſhes, 
ſaith he, things confus'd, colletteth ſuch as lie diſe 
pirs'd; ſcarches and dives into ſuch 2s are cons 
ceal'd and hid, examines probabilities, refletts ups 
v7 what is dont, reſolves what to ao, and'preſſes 
towards the mark, for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Chriſt Fe[us. 

The Schoolmen are in the right, when they | 
'eall it, Employing the whole under ſt:nding about 
# thin ; for indeed, a flaſh of Thinking is no 
more Conſideration, thana few wandring ſparks 

| | can 


Plied to Men, whaſeriouſly.and attenrively por 


yery great attrattiyes. Conſideration clears up | 
wor. | thoſe- 
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can be ſaid to warm a ſpacious Room: As well 
may a Man hopeto ſet a Mill a going, by ſprink- 


ling ſome drops upon the Wheels ; as imagine 


that a few tranſient Thoughts will reform the 
Soul : And as in cold weather Men do not get 
themſelves a heat by a ſtepor.two, but by ſuch 


exerciſes as put the Body into violent motion ; 


Soneither will acareleſs Thought now and, 
heat the Heart within, but Conſideration,which 
puts the Soul into a ftrong and yigorous motian, - 
or agitation, is that which muſt kindle the Holy 
Fire, and ſhed abroad Life in all the Faculties 
of the inward Man. LS HE 

| Not to mention here, that the'word was ori- 
g1nalld us'd to exprels the induſtry of Aﬀtrono- 
mers, who, by diligent contemplation, and o 

ſervation of he Stars, their Motion, Po I0n, 
ConjunQion, Influences, &c. gave a judgment 
of the ſeveral Phenomena, or appearances they. 
met withal, from whence it was afterwardy'a 


der things of moment, whether 
3+ | P3227 Wu 
Civil of Sacred ; The Scripture EO) 
nlually expreſſes it, by laying our 88+ I< 3aÞe 
Hearts cofs to our Ways, asifit were with Con» 


fideration, as it is with Mens liſtening toa con- 


tus'd noiſe, and laying their Ear cloſe roa Wall, 
FR deſign to get a more diſtintt knowledge 
OT It. 

And indeed, without Conſideration, Eternal 
Life, and our Duties, in order to it, appear no 
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thoſe Notions, diſpels the Clouds and Mifts that 
dwell upon our Reaſon, wipes away the Duſt, 
diſcovers unknown Worlds, and makes even 
ſuch things as were vulgar and obyious before, 
look with a new Face; they being found, upon 
Conſideration, things of greater Conſequence, 
of greater;Comfort,of greater Neceſlity,of great- 
er Virtue and Efficacy, than before they were 
believed to be: So have I ſeenan old Pifture 
thrown by, and buried among Rubbiſh, which 
afterwards being waſhed, hath proved to be a 
coſtly Original done by a curious hand, and rhat 
which at firſt, while {ullied with dirt and duſt, 
was worth nothing, hath appeared. to be of ex- 
. traordinary vaſue. Conſiderations that Spunge 
that waſhes the beautiful Pifture of Grace and 
Glory, and now the curious Lines appear, the 
lively ſtrokes of our Great Maſters hagdare ſeen, 
the ſweeter lincaments diſcover themſelves, and 
make the Soul enamoured with the SpeQtacle. 


 Ttis much with Conſideration, as 1t is with . 


Microſcopes,and Magnifying-Glaſles; what con- 
temptible Creatures do "29. little Animals, and 
f{inaller forts of Plants appear, while beheld 
With our naked Eye, but view?d through Di- 
optrical Glaſſes, what curious Fabricks do we 
'fpy ? How inconſiderable an Infeft is a Gnat ? 
How deſpicable a Creature is a Mite? Yet he 
tharthrough ſuch glaſſes beholds in them all the 
perfeQtions of the largeſt Animal, the Multt- 
plicity of their Parts, the variety of their Mo. 
tions, and how curiouſly every Limb is wrought, 


how 
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how Mathematically all their little Members are 


framed and ſet rogether, cannot but, 

like the Great Phyſician, wonder at Gals. 

the ſpeftacle, and break forth into 
admiration of the immenſe Wiſdom of their Ma- 
ker. Who would believe,there ſhould be plumes 
of Feathers in the painted Wingsof a Butterflie ? 
who would ſulpet ſuch things as Needles, or 
ſharp tranſparent Pikes in a  Netrle-leaf, or 
think, that any glittering drawa Swords and 
Daggers ſhould be found there? Who would 
take an Atom of Quickſilyer to be a Globular 
Looking-Glaſs;- or the Sand we ſtrow upon Pa- 
per to be like fragments of Chryis, or Lumps 
of Allum ? yet through ſuch Glaſſes, theſe ob- 
jets appear with 2 different ſhape from what 
they did before, 


Conſideration is that Glaſs which repreſents 
Spiritual Objects in other Colours, than befors 
were oblery'd and detetted in them. Sin, that 
look*d but with a faint Red before, through-this 
Glaſs appears all Scarier and Crimſon. God's 
Laws, which before were hardly regarded fo 
tnuch as human InjunQions, through this Glaſs 
appear ſo beautiful, ſo rational, ſo wiſe, ſo won» 
derful, 1o ſuited:to an intelligent Nature, that 
a Man with David cannot huld, but muſt-cry 
out, O, how 1 love thy Law, it i my meat ateon 
all th: day. The New Jeru/alem, which look'd 
but like an ordinary Building before, when 
view'd through this Glaſs, the Towers and = 
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warks of it are ſeen glittering afar off, the Pearls 
and precious Stones , it's pav'd withal, ſhine 
with more than ordinary Luſtre; and that which 
look*d but dull and weak before, now dazles 
the SpeRators Eyes with its oriental brightneſs. 
-- Till Conſideration came in, the Prodigal ſaw 
little. He heard Men talk of the Beauty of God's 
ways; butalas! heſaw no ſuch'thing : To him 
they look*'d as the ways of $79, rugged, uneven, 
and unfrequented, and the fruits of the Spirit 
appear'd unpleaſant, and il]-raſted, fitter for the 
Rabble, and ſcum of Mankind, than Men of a 
brisk and atry temper : But he no ſooner open; 
the Window, and lets in theſe Beams of Confi- 
deration, but all thoſe fancies, as Witches at the 
Name of Feſ#s, vaniſh, and he is wraptinto that 
high efteenrofthe ways of God, that he prefers 
being but a Door-keeper in the Houſe of God, 
before the Office of Grazd Vizzer at the Court 
of Ahaſuerns. | 
But this will further appear, if we enquire 
into the Eſſential parts,or neceſſary Ingredients 
of theſe Spiritual Opticks. Conſideration, asit 
is the Sun that enlightens this Microcoim, Man, 
andirradiates the benighted faculties of the Soul, 
4o that ir may havethis virtue, there is required 
Cand'it cannot be Conſideration without it, 
Self-examination, Expoſtulation, and ſtrong 
Reſolution. oo 
I. Self-examination. That Man, who exa2- 
mines not his Spiritual Eſtate or Condition, whe. 
ther he is that Sinner that ſhall þs everlaſtingly 
5 miſerable? 


NY. 
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miſerable? Whether the threatnings of the Goſ 


pel concern him ? Whether he finds thoſe quali- 


fications in himſelf, which. the: Son of God re- 
quires of all that ſhall be Heirs of Glory > Whe- 
ther he feels thole things in his Soul, which Men 
that have a Title tothe great Inheritance are 
ſenſible of ? And whether he walks in that ſtrait 
way,and ſtrivestoenter 1n at that narrow Gate, 
the Holy Ghoſt doth ſpeak of ? 

He thar, with Gallo, cares for none of theſe 
things, is ſo far from conſidering, that he doth 
not believe the Immortality of his Soul, orano- 
ther World. For were his Heart ſrafor'd with 
2 {ound belief of that future State, he could 
not butenter into his Cloſet, and reflett. In 
this Bible, in this Book which I do believe 
contains the Oracles of God, and his perempto- 
ry Will, concerning the Salvation of Men, E 


find ſtubborn, careleſs, unconverted Sinners - 


adjudgd to Eternal Torments; I find God 
teſt, he will know none 1n the laſt day, fo as 
to ſhew them favour, but ſuch as dare deny 
themſelves for Heaven, and heartily endeavour, 
to do the Will of their Father which is ia Hea- 
ven; I find God {wear, that Men who 
their Farms and Oxen, and Secular Concerns; 
before his InjunCtions and Commands, ſhall ne+ 
ver taſte of the great Supper of the Lamb. 1 +» 
Am I one of theſe ſtubborn, unconverted; 
careleſs Men, or no? Why ſhould L be afraid £0 
ask ſuch-a Queſtion, when there is no leſs than 
Eternity in the caſe? Iam not afraid to look in+ 
to 


25 The Great Law 
to my Account-Book, - to know, what my 
Debts are , and what is owing to me , whes 
ther I am behind , or before-hand in the  * 
World, whether I thrive or decay , whe- | 
_ ther I get or loſe? and ſhall I be afraid- 
| to know, whether I am a Wiſe Man or a Fool, 
- a Friend, or an Enemy of God, a Favourite, or {| 
| a Reprobate? Whether the portion of Lazarus, 
or thelot of Dzves, will fall to my ſhare? Lord, | 
when I hear and read, that Men, who are 
Strangers to Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, ſhall 
be tormented with Fire, which is not quenched, 
is it not worth, is it not juſt, is it not reaſona- | 
ble, I ſhould ask, whether I am not that Man? 
If I am none of this number, What 
1 Sowp, 15.14. 2eans the bleating of Sheep, and the 
lowing of Oxen in mine Ears ? What, 
means my Earthly-mindedneis ! What means 
my living in wiltul contempt of ſomany com- 
mands ot the Son of God* I take no pains 
to be ſay'd; fome little Formalities, and Com- 
plements of Religion ſerve my turn, and {a- 
tishe my Conſcience. I can put off. the great 
God of Heaven with the Worlds leavings, 
and throw him a dull heartleſs Prayer at night, 
-when I have been wallowing in Sin all day. 
Fam for no Devotion, that's either expenſive 
"or troubleſome to Fleſh and Blood , and ſuch 
cjaculations as do not mcleſt me in my plea- 
{ures, and as my Fleſh can eaſily ſpare, with- 
our any detriment 1n its latisfattion, Iam wil- 
ling co lay upon God's Altar. ' I feel little or 


— 
CES 


— 


a — 
 - 


wa 3 ” od a. ” > 4%. 


@ > A, una Lf aA Ms... > a IO, 


OY 


_ 
kn 


—» <5" 


of Conlidergtion. = 23 
na ſorrow for Sin, no remorſe, no compun@i- 


ons, when 1 offegd a Gracious God. A tems 
al advantage affefts and revives me more 


than allthe joys of Heaven. . I live more 


Senſe than by Faith : My ſenſitive Appetite 1s 
the ruling Faculty in my inward Man, and my 
Will is left unguided, and unguarded to the 
rapes of ſenſual violence ; I Hype Hedge lye 
open, and the wild Boar out of the Wood may 
come in, and the wild Beaſts of the Field, Imean, 
my Luſts may do with me what they pleaſe. I 
_ no care to rule or maſter them. My Luſts, 
like ill-bred Children, muſt have all the To 

they cry for 3 and if atany time I do not {atisfie 
them, it is becauſe I cannot, or dare not; and 
it is not love to Self-denial, but Force, or Shatne, 
orcarnal Intereft makes me croſs their eagerneſs, 
and importunity . If I do ſometimes relolve to 
leave either my groſler Vices, or my mioreſe- 
cret Iniquities, the next Company or Divertiſe- 
ment takes me off again ; and 1 make no mare 
of breaking my ſolemn promiles of better abe- 
dience, than if God were a mere Stock or Stone, 
that takes no notice of affronts and 1njuries, 
Self-denial I am fo great a ſtranger too, that 1 


| know not what.it means. The Graces and Fruits 


of God's Spirit, Love, Joy, Peace, Goodngfs, 
Fatth, Temperance, Meeknels, Patieace, Long- 
ſuffering, have ſo little of my Deſires and Aﬀgs 
Qions, thatT think it bur Time and Labour lo 
to bethink myſelf, how to be maſter. of apy i 


them. Why ſhould I flatter and deceive my 
. far? 
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ſelf? Why ſhould I footh my ſelf into kind 
Thoughts of my condition, that is ſo apparent- 


Iy dangerous? Thus it is with me, why ſhould 


I'deny it > Why ſhould T' call Light Darkneſs, 
and Darkneſs Light ; put Bitter for Sweet, and 
Sweet for Bitter? Whom do TI cheat all this 


while, isit not my own Soul? And what ſhall - | 


I gain by itin theend? Shall I think myſelf ſuf- 
ficiently Holy, when I am fo little acquainted 
with the firſt rudiments of Holineſs ? Shall I 
think myſelf a Child of God, when that which 
T do is fitter for a Child of the Devil, than a 


Favourite of Heaven? Repentance, or turning | 
to God, which the Holy Ghoſt doth ſo often, | 


and with that vehemence and earneſtneſs incul- 
cate, implies an univerſal change of my dif- 
poſition,and inclinations. And where is thatalte- 
ration, that renovation of the Mind, Will, and 


AﬀeQions ?-My AﬀeCtions are carried out af- | 


ter Froth and Smoke,as much as ever.My Love is 
jet on trifles, and is regardleſs of the higheſt 
and chiefeſt good, as much as ever. I hate ſe- 


riouſneſs,; and delight in childiſh 1mpertinent - 


 Gayeties, as much as ever. The promiſes ofthe 
Goſpel are as inconſiderable in my Eyes, and the 
Riches of this World as glorious and raviſh- 
ing, aseverz and I can diſpenſe with the want 
of Spiritual Conſolations, while I have but my 
ſhare in theſe outward Comforts. I think it ſut- 
ficient that I am Baptized, and' waſhed in the 
Laver of Regeneration, but do not mind, whe- 
ther I am a new Creature, or no: The Holy 


þ Water 
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Water indeed was ſprinkled upon me, but I am 


* Fill in 4he Gall of bitterneſs, and Band of Ini- 


quity.. It's evident by my actions, that I have 
driven away, and quenched rhat Holy Spirit, 
which was given me in Baptiſm, and yet I ſtudy 
not how to recover it; And what will be the 
end of theſe things? That Spirit 1s a Spirit of 
Holineſs, and rill Holinefs returns to my Soul, 
that Spirit will not return: Wo unto me! My 
Feet run in the ways of deſtruQtion, 'and my 
Eyes are dazzled withexternal pomp and.gran- 
deur. as: much as ever. 'An'amorous Song 1s 

more pleaſing to me, than the molt harmonious 

Pſalm. The word of God is but a dead Letter 

to me, while a Romance, ora Book that treats 

of Folly and Vanity, tranſports me into more 

than ordinary content and ſatisfaGtion : And what 

I muſt eat, and what I muſt drink, and wherewith- 

all I (ball be cloathed ? are Queſtions I have a 
far greater deſire t9- be reſolved in, than to 

know what I muſt do to pleaſe God, and to be 

happy for ever. If I have made light of the 

Thunders and 'Threatnings of Scripture, I do 
ſo ſtill. May be, when God {mites me, 1 ſeek 
him, and return, and enquire early after God, 

and remember that God is my Rock, and the 

High God my Redeemer z but the Rod 1s go 
ſooner off of my Back, but I return with the 
Swine to. the mire, and with: the Dog to the 
Vomit 3 which ſhews, that in my affliction I da 
but flatter God with my Mouth, and lie untg 
him with my Tongue, that my Heart is not right 
| 'D with 
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with him, and that Tam not ſtedfaſt in his Cg- 
venant. How am I forced ſomtimes to invent 
evaſions, either that it is enough to believe with 
thecrowd; or that God will not be ſocruel, as 
to damn all Men that are unſanctified ; or that 


if I ſhould begin a good life, I ſhould never 


hold out; or that if ſeriouſneſs were ſo nece(- 


ary, ſo many Learned Men would not have ſo 


great an averſion fromit ; How often am I rea- 
dy to yield to Atheiſtical Suggeſtions, that ei- 
ther. my Soul dies with my Body, or that God 
takes no notice of what we do below ; or that 


there may be no Life tocome; or that Religion 


may be nothing but a trick. Horrid Thoughts ! 
Yet what willnot a Sinnerdo, or conſent to, ſo 
he may be but let alone in his ſinful ſport and 
pleaſures. My outward Man, may be, hath ſome 
{prinklings of Piety ; but how foul, how ſordid 
is my Soul ? How little do I ſtrive to berid of 
vain, unclean, and luſtful Thoughts? How ea- 
ſily do I yield untoa pleaſing temptation? The 
Devil need take no great pains to ſeduce me, 
for if he do but becken, I make haſte and run. 


How loth am I to reſiſt an evil motion ? How *! 


loth toconquer ? How loth to break my League 
with Hell ? What an averſion have I from the 
ſeverer Duties of Religion? How ſoon am I 
weary of pious exerciſes? I do not abate one 
Luſt, not one Pleaſure, for Heavens ſake. It I 
know that eating a plentiful Dinner on Suzdays 


' will make me ſleep at Church, I have no cou- 


' rage to forbear ſo much as a Meal, for God. 


What 
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What did I ever do, that look'd-like ſeeking 4 
Heavenly Country? I read of good examples, 
but they move me not; I ſee how citcumſpett- 
ly other Men walk, and yet I feel no fire. 
When I amcalPd upon by mine own Cenſcience 
to loſe no more time, I ſtifle thoſe checks. Ah ?7 
How doth that faithful witneſs within me ſorh< 
tirnes plead with me, and bid me conſider, what 
I do; and what a ſtrange adventure I make, 
and who will havethelols of it in the end, ard 
how hard a matter it will be to recall me, when 
I am once loſt ? But I am deaf to theſe friendly 
Calls. It tells me, I lye in a dangerous Ditch, 
and that Iam not in the right way, and prompts 
me to vomit up the poiſon I have ſwallowed 
but I will not be perſuaded, that 1 am in a ſtate 
of condemnation. Though grey hairs are up- 
on me, and though the marks of God's wrath 
againſt me appear in my Soul, yet I Had rather 
believe ariy thing, than believe that God is 
arigry with me. God's Spirit many times 
prompts me to that which is good, but I run 
away from him. I ſee the vanity of this World, 
and yet I dote on it; I am diſappointed in my 
expectations of earthly Felicity, and yet this 
doth not drive me to Heaven to ſeek a berter. 
I have a Soul deſcended from above, a Soul 
that can ſoar above Senſe, and Fleſh-; A Soul ca- 
pable of the nobleſt Operations, fitted for the 
greateſt and moſt Spiritual employmentsz Bat TI 
let that mighty intellefFual fire go out ; I ſuftet 
that Light to be clouded and darken'd by fol-. 
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lowing the diQates of a ſenſual Appetite ; Itake 
no care to ſubdue my unruly paſſionsz Good 
Lord! How do they tranſport me upon all oc- 
caſions! If this be not- to diſhonour God, to 
deſpiſe him, to mock his threatnings, to under- 
valve his promiſes, to labour after my ruine, to 
ſlight the offers of Grace and Mercy, I under- 
ftand nothing. O dreadful / that a Creature, 
as I am, ſhould have a Soul to look after, and 
mindit no more! Aneverlaſting Empire to gain, 
and make no more matter of itz Endleſs Tor- 
ments to ſhun, and be no more afraid! Eternal 
Wrath and Indignation to avoid, and be no 
more concern'd / Rivers of Joy to inherit, and 
{peak and think of it folittle! My Conſcience 
bluſhes at my wilfulneſs, and yet I walk in the 
light of niine own fire, and1in the ſparks that I 


have kindled. And muſt I periſh thus tamely ? | 


Muſt I be loſt after all the intreatics of my Va- 


ker ? Muſt outward darkneſs be my Habitation? | 


and the bottomleſs Gulph my Dwelling-place? 
Tell not me, vaiz heart, that Iam fate enough ; 
Can I be ſafe without the Favour of God ? Can 
I be happy, without having my Name written 1n 


the Book of Life ? Go tell a Man, that he may | 
lately fleep on the Pinnacle of a Steeple in a | 


Storm. Go tell him, thar' he may ſafely walk, 
like Queen Em, upon Plough-ſhares glowing 
hot. Tell him, that he may ſafely let a Viper 
bite him. Tell him, that he may ſafely play 
with a Crocodile. Tell him, that he may ſafe- 
ly walk with Peter on the Water, and try who 

ener 
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of Conſideration; 29 
ther thou canſt perſuade him, and wilt thou 
delude me that I need fear no danger when 


; God deſpiſes me? What do I do? If I have - 


preferr'd my ſecular Intereſt before God's Ho- 
nour and Glory, I do ſo {till. If I have feared 
Men more than God, I do ſo ſtill. If I have 
been loth to. do good with the Temporal Bleſ- 
{ings God hath conterr'd upon me, I am fo (till. 
And what ſins I leave, it's more becauſe I have 
no inclination to them, or becauſe I am afraid 
they'l ſpoil and blemiſh my Reputation in the 


- World, than becauſe I love that God who made 


me, and hath obliged me by a thouſand Favours 
to eſteem and prize him above all. And is this 
the Coat of the Sons of God ? Is this'the Li. 
very of a Chriſtian indeed ? Is this done like a 
Man that lives upon God's Bounty, 3s fed by his 
Charity, ſupported by his Alms, and main- 
tain'd from his Storehouſe, and cannot ſ{ubfift 
one moment without his Concourſe, and hath 
not a better Friend in all the World than him, 
who 1s the Fountain of Living Waters ?- Who 
can believe this? What Man, that underſtands 
any thing, can think well of this condition? 
Will it cure my Diſcale, to believe that I have 
it not ? Will believing that T am not in Priſon, 
bring me out of it? What it I was never in 
Heaven? What if [never ſaw the Book of Life ? 
What it I never view'd the Litt of thoſe that 
ſhall be Damn'?d, and thoſe that ſhall be Saved? 
Doth not the Word of God teil me, who they 
are, that ſhall be happy,and who ſhall be miſe- 
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rable? And if the marks of thoſe that ſhall feel 
his everlaſting wrath, are upon me, have not I 
reaſon to look about me, and ſeek more dili- 
gently after Grace, than ever I have done ? 
Conſideration, one* great deſign of it being 
to know how the caſe ſtands between God and 
our own Souls ; ſuch a Self-examination muſt 
of neceſlity be the corner ſtone of this Spiritu-= 
al Building, and comparing our Lives with the 
Rules of the Goſpel, and the proper Characters 
of ſuch as arc ina likely way to enjoy God” for 
ever, may juſtly challenge the firſt Seat in this 
intellectual Paradiſe. But then, as building of a 
ſtately Gate, without a Houſe anſ{werable to 
it, doth but expoſe the Builder to derifion and 
contempt ; ſo Self-examination, without a ſeri- 
ous Expoſtulation with our own Hearts, 1s but 
to makethe Accrſey of our Brethren laughat our 
vainattempts, and God ſcorn the endeavour, 
that could be cruſh'd inthe Bud, and tired be-» 
fore half its Race is run. IO 


_ II. Expoſtulation-rouzes the Soul from her 
ſllumber,and drives it away from the ſoft Doun 
1t would have reſted and repos'd it ſelf upon, 
and gives the firſt blow ( for Self-examination 
only threatens it, ) to that Tree of Death, I 
mean, the reigning power of Sin; and I ſee 
nor, how Sia can ſhelter itſelf any longer, or 
ivhat excuſes it can make for its ſtay ant conti- 
nuance, where the Soul doth Summon 1t to ap- 
pear before the Bar of Conſcience, 'and enters 
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anto ſuch reaſonings and interrogations,as theſe: 
Are theſe things ſo, and do I ſtand trifling with 
my Salvation? Am I in danger of everlaſt- 
ing Flames, anddol lie playing in the Suburbs 
of Deſtruftion 2 Hannibal 1s at the Gate, and 
do notI run to my Arms? The Philiſtines are 
upon thee, Sampſon, and doſt thoulie {till > The 
Deluge is coming, and do I talk of Marrying, 
and giving in Marriage? I ſte the Waters rite 
and come up to my Ankles, to my Knees, tomy 
Loijns, tomy Neck, and am not I frighred 2 O 
Lord! 7he ſnares of death incompaſs me, and 
the pains of hell are ready to lay hold of me) Ei- 
ther I believe an Eternity of Torments, that 
ſhall attend a careleſs ſinful Life, or T'do nor; 
If not, why dare not T profeſs my denial 2 Why 
do I play the Hypocrite, and make the World 
think, I do believe it? What's the reaſon that I 
cannot ſhake off the fears. of it, if I would ne- 
ver ſo fain? Why does ſomthing within me 
check me, when I would be ſo prophane as to 
deny it? Can Tever be ſerious, and not beheve 
it? But then if T believe tt, what a mad: Man 
am I to loiter, when the Candle,lam allow'd to 
work by, is almoſt burnt out, and Iknow nor 
how ſoon it may pleafe my Great Maſter to ex- 
tinguiſh it > Dol lead a Life whick'is the rea- 
dieſt way to Eternal Venzeance, and {hall I noe 
ſtep back and prevent it ? Can I imagine God 
will blow out that everlaſting Fire, to gratifie 
my vicious temper? or deſtroy that Topher out 


of tenderneſs to my Luſts and Corruptions? Can 
| D 4 I Cone 
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| Tconceive it poſſible, that. God will go from his 
” word, to-pleaſe a ſtubborn Sinner? or prove a 


MW Liar, that I may go with greater eaſe to Hea- 


ven? What great matter have I done for God, 
that I{hould expett fuch Favour ? How haveI 
obliged* him? What > by my walking after 
the Fleſh? By my. greedineſs after. the Meat 
which periſheth? By my contempt of his Exhor- 
tations and Admonitions? Is God. to be obli- 
ged by Sin? Is the Almighty to be made kind b 
Folly? Is he to- be rendred propitious by af 
fronts ? What fellowſhip hath Righteouſneſs 
with Unrighteoufneſs 2 Or what Communion 
hath Light with Darkneſs? Or what:. Concord 
hath Chrep with Bez/ia/?, Do I not know: that I 
ſhall be: miſerable, if I continue 1n that courſe I 
have heldon in hitberto.; andamlin love with 
Eternal Ruine? AmlTcertain that Inzquity will 
be my confuſion ; and am I reſolv;d to dye? 1 
have all the reaſon in the world to-believe, that 
it was the Son of God that was the Author of 
thoſe Threatnings and Comminations I find in 
the Goſpel: Do Ibelieve him to be the Son of 
God ; and can I imagine that the leaſt tittle of 
his Words will periſh ?.I have run.up and down 
in the World theſe many years,and hunred after 
thoſe Vanities which ſenſual Men,-do- dote 
upon: But will theſe ſave me when I dye 2 Will 
not theremembrance of my eager; perſuit after 
theſe Butterflies and Gaudes fill me with An- 
guiſh and \Sotrow ? Havel liv'd in the World 
all this while, and am not ] nearer Heaven than 
I was ſome years ago? Muſt my Body engroſs all * 


my F 
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of Conſideration. 2x | 
nl endeavours; and muſt.my Soul be ſtarved? 
I 


ave a Soul: that cannot dye, and muſt not 


dye, and muſt ſhortly appear before God's Tri- 
bunal, and ſhall nat1 ſtudy its Safety and Hap- 
pineſs;as muchasIam able ? Lord God! ſhould 
Death arreſt me. before I have made my Calling 
and Election ſure; How fearful, How wretch- 
ed would my Condition: be ? ,Should it fall to 
my ſhare to howl in outward Darkneſs; How 
ſhouldIcurſetheday when firſt Haw the Light? 
How ſhould I cry out, Let theduy periſh wherein 
I was born, and the" night in which it was ſaid, 
There ts a Man-Child conceived ; Let that day-be 
darkneſs, let not God regard it: from above, nek 
ther let the Light ſhine upon it.” | Let darkneſs and. 
the ſhadow of Death ſtain it. | Let 4 Cloud dwell 
upon it.. Let the blackneſs of the: day terrifie 4t. 
Should thoſe Tortures the Damaed feel be infli- 
Qed upon me; How ſhould I wiſh that I had liv'd 
all my days in: Deſerts and Wilderneſles, and 
ſpent my whole time1n Praying and-Prailing of 
God, and givenall my Goods-to the Poor,. and 
liv'd upon Bread 'and Water, and undergone 
the greateſt hardſhips and ſeverities ; out-pray'd 
a Saint, and out-fafted a Hermit, rather than 
ventur'd my Soul in ſo {light a bottom,as World- 
ly-mindedneſs muſt neceflarily. be? Oh! How 
ſhould T wiſh, that like the Gadarexes Hogs, . 
Thad leap?d into the Sea, rather than run into 
exceſs of Riot , and precipitated: myſelf 1atg 
boyling Caldrons, rather than into the Adul- 
terous Bed, receiv?d Burning Coals into my Bo» 
os At lome, 
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ſome, rather than Partners of my Luſts intomy 
Arms, and broiled in flames ſooner, than in the 


. -unhallowed Paſſions, that have brought down 


Fire and Brimſtone 02 my Folly ! Should that 
burning Lake be my Habitation for ever. Ohow 
T ſhould imprecate all my merry Companions, 
that didallure me to run with them into Folly 
and Vanity ! O how I ſhould wiſh thatmy Eyes 
had never ſeen them ; that my Ears had never 
heard their Names ; that my Tongue had been 
torn into a thouſand pieces, when firſt it 


' entertain'd Diſcourſe with them ;that my Arms 


had been cut off when they embrac'd thoſe plea- 


ſures, which, like-Syrens,cheat Men into miſery 


and calamity ! O how I ſhould curſe the place 


. where my ſins were committed, the Perſons that 
_ occaſion'd them, the hour that ever I thought 


of them ! O how I ſhould wiſh that I had im- 
prov*d thoſe opportunities I donow make light 
of, and believed Moſes and the Prophets that | 

gave me warning, and turn'd to God, while 
the doors of Grace ſtood open, and applied my 
ſelf to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and taken 
direQ&ions from them, what I mult do tobe ſav'd! 
How ſhould the poſſibility of ſuch miſery fright 


- and terrifie me into watchfulneſs and ſeriouſneſs? 


Ts not Eternity more to me than a moment of 
Time ? Can that Gold and Silver I enjoy, and 
do ſo much prize and adore, be any motive to 
the great Judge of Life and Death to abſolve 
me? Can the pleaſures of Sin be antidotes againſi 
Sin? Or my jollities procure a Pardon 1n thax 
day, when God {hall judge Men according to | 


toy. 
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of Conſideration. "25 
the Goſpel ? What makes me thus ſtupid, that 
I ſhould forgo the Milk and Hpney of Canaan, 


| for the pitiful Garlicks and Onions of AZegypre 
|  Doth God promiſe me Purple Robes, and ſhall 
I take up with courſe, and ill-wrought Stuff? 


Doth God offer me a Royal Seat, and ſhall I pre- 
fer a Shepherd's Tent before it ? What Devil 
doth poſſeſs me, that I ſhould prefer mg 
and Revelling for a few hours, before endleſs 
Joy? Where is my Reaſon 2 What's become of 
my Underftanding ? AmlT bewitch'd, beſotted, 
beguiPd, that I ſhould believe a few flattering 
motions of Fleſh'and Blood, before all the Q- 
racles and Inſpirations of the Holy Ghoſt ? Are - 


there ſuch things,or no? I do believe there are; - 


Why then am I not more afkeQted with. them ? 
Can there be any thing more reaſonable than 
Chriſt's Precepts > What is there in them that 


— ſhould diſcourageme ? If God had commanded 


ſeverer Tasks', is not Heaven recompenſe e- 
nough ? 1f the Prophet had bid me do ſome great 
thing, would not I have done it z how much rather 
then,-when he ſaith unto me, Waſh and be clean? 
I, that forbear the greateſt Delicacies, ſhun the 
choiceſt Dainties, will not be tempted to eat” of 
the moſt palatable Diſh, when I am ſenſible it 
will bring upon me the pain either of Cholick 
or Strangury 3 Nay, I; that lyingunder a raging 
painful Diſtemper, wiſh my ſelf a Beggar, of 
the pooreſt Body alive, and would be contents 
toſtoop to the mearieſt Offices, ſo I might bs but 
Ireed from the malady which torments me? 


Can 
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Can I ſcruyple to obey theſe Laws, when it isto 
ayoid af Eternity of pain and'flames?_ Was not 
Dzves as ſtubborn as I can' be? and, have-not 
I reaſon to believe, if he were on Earth again, 
he would think the Law of Charity the eaſieſt 
and the reaſonableſt Law imaginable? Have not 
Treaſon to believe he would go beyond Rachers, 
leave himſelf but juſt enough to live on, and 
ftudy how to do good with the reſt? Have not 
Treaſon to believe, that the Laws of C4riſ# would 
Teem very facile and pratticable to him? Canl 
think he wouldſay, A little more ſleep, and a little 
mpre flumber, and delay his Obedience ? He that 
hath felt the miſery of another World would 
think nothing-too, good, nothing too dear, 
nothing too 'coftly to. ſacrifice to him, who 
4s the King Immortal, Inviſible , Bleſſed... for 
evermore.. O how glad would he be, that God 
would: accept. of it ! That God would ſmell 
the ſweet favour ,-and caſt a Gracious look 
upoen+it ! God, that gave: me theſe Laws, and 
hath entaiPd everlaſting bliſs on my ſincere Obe- 
dience;certainly knew beſt what was fit and ex- 
pedient for me; aud he that is acquainted with 
mylitting down;:and- mine upriſing, and had a 
hand in my Frame ; can I think, he would pre- 
ſcribe me any thing prejudicial to my Happineſs? 
Theſe Precepts, as they are effeRs of the greateſt 
wiſdom, {o they cannot but be highly beneficial, 
and promote my-Spiritual Intereſt, for they drop 
frota a God that's infinitely. Good, as well as - 
infinitely Wiſe ; ſo-that not to ſubmit to. them, 
15, not only to ſtand in my own light, and to 

hinder . 
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hinder my Soul from its proper, food and nou- 
riſhment ; but to make myſelf wiſer than the 


' Almighty, and to extoll my Reaſon above. his 


Omniſcience, and to accuſe his immenſe Wiſ- 
dom of raſhneſs and folly ? And ſhall I add Blaſs. 
phemy to my Diſobedience?: Am, I afraid God 
1s not enrag'd enough againſt me? or, that his 
Anger is not red enough ? Shall I throw Brim- 
ſtone into the flame, to make that conſuming 
Fire more terrible ? Is it ſuch a pleaſure to have 
God my Foe? Is it ſuch a fatisfattion to have 
him, that can deſtroy both Soul and Body into 
Hell, for my Adverſary ? Such Labyrinths, ſuch 
Inconveniences dol caſt myſelf into by my fin- 
ful Life ; And, are theſe encouragements to con- 
tinue in it? Isthis the Wedding Garment I may 
triumph in ? Shall T ſing in Chains, rejoyce in 
Fetters, Glory in my Shackles, be proud ofthe - 
DeviPs Service, boaſt ofmy Slavery ? Whenis it 
thatT intend to be clean? Shall I delay it one: 
moinent longer, that know not but I may bein 
Hell before the Clock doth ſtrike again ? Dulh 
blockiſh Heart, What doſt thou mean ? Doſt 
thou ſee, how all theſe outward things do fade; 
and leave the Owners miſerable, and wilt thou 
take no warning ? Dolt thou ſee how Judas 
droops, though his Purſe be full of Money; and 
Cain trembles, though he is Maſter of a {paci- 
ous Country? Dolt not thou ſec how their hearts 
fail them for fear, becauſe they: have not made 
God their Friend? Look down. into the fatal 
Gulph, Doſt thouſtand, vpon. the brink: of de- 
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ftruftion, and art thou not afraid ? Doſt thotf 
ſee a Crucified Fe/ws {tretching forth his Arms 
to'embrace; thee, and doſt thou feel no warmth, 
/ No heat, no zeal, no affeftion? Doft thou ſee 
the great burning Lake before thee, and doft 
not thou quake and tremble ? Doft thou ſee the 
Revenger of Blood upon thy heels, and wilt not 
thou run into the City of Refuge ? Doſt thou 
ſee the Angel of the Lord opening to rain 
down Fireand Brimſtone on thee, and wilt thou 
not thou ſave thy ſelfin Zoar? Why ſhouldſt thou 
ftay till the door of Grace be ſhut 2 Why ſhouldſt 
thou tarry till all the Oil in thy Lamp be 
ſpent? Why ſhouldſt thou fold thy Arms till 
Death takes the Fort, and leaves thee in no poſli= 
bility of Mercy 2 Why ſhouldit thou ſtand ſtill, 
till the Enemy lays thy Conſcience waſte ? Why 
ſhouldſt thou ſleep till all the Field be overrun 
with Weeds ? Why ſhouldſt thou be idle till the 
Eleventh hour is paſt ? Run, run, for thy life ; 
There isdanger near; The Enemy is at hand ; 
The Fort 1s Nike to be taken; The Cittadel 1s 
almoſt loft ; Thou art almoſt at the laft gasp : 
Look up, Doſt not thou ſee thy Saviour fly 
down from Heaven to lay hold of thee, and 
wilt not thou make haſte and meet him ? Behold 
the Bridegroom comes, and wilt not thou bid 
him welcome? Doft not thou ſee,how the Mar- 
tyrs, how the Primitive Chriſtians fly to Hea- 
ven, and wilt thou ſtay behind ? Doft not thou 
ſee, how contented they are under Tryzls of 
cruel Mockings and Scourgings ; yea, — 
0 
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of Bonds and Impriſonments? | Doſt not thou 
ſee, how they refuſe not to be ſtoned, to be fawn 
aſunder, to be tempted, to be ſlain with the 
Sword, and all that they may obtain a better 
Reſurre&ion? Doſt not thou ſee, how they croud 
in at the Gate, and wilt not thou ſee what they 
are doing there 2 Doſt thou think they were 
all out of their wits, to break thus reſolute- 
ly through all clogs and obſtacles into Glory? 
If they were not Wiſe Men, why do we cele- 
brate their Memories 2 Andif they were Wile, 
wilt not thou learn Wiſdom of them? If they 
were Fools, why do we commend them? Why 
do we write Panegyricksto their Names? Why 
do we admire them? Why do we wiſh, that 
we might be as happy, as they? If they were 
not, Why wilt thou not be a Follower of them ? 
Doſt thou ſee them concern'd, and canſt thou 
ſtand like a Statue ? Doſt thou ſee with what 
Life and Zeal they fall on, and art thou ſenſleſs? 
Doſt thou ſee them buſie and inquiſitive, and 
ative about God's Kingdom, andcanthey in- 
ſpire no induſtry into thee ? Doſt thou ſee how 
they prize and value the incorruptible Crown, 
and 1s all too little to perſuade thee into a pra- 
Ctical eſteem of it 2 What hinders thee? What 
is it ſtops thy progreſs ? Art thou ſtill in love 
with that which will undo thee ? Why ſhould 
Father and Mother, Wite and Children, Brethren 
and Siſters, Lands and Houſes, make thee loſe 
a Crown? Hath God's Favour no temptation? 
Is there no-charm in his Love ? Hath Heaven 

no 
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no Beauty? If-thou muſt be miſerable, hadf 
thou not bh be ſo here, than hereafter £ Shall 
the preſent food flatter thee into Eternal Hunger? 
dntberend the Tree is pleaſant to the Eye, wilt 
thou prepare for being expell'd out of Paradiſe 
for ever £ Will a few pleaſant Cups counter- 
ballance thy everlaſting Thirſt ? Wilt thou ven- 
rure an everlaſting Storm for a preſent Calm? 
And run the hazard of an endleſs Tempeſt; for 
a few Months Recreation: Behold, how Moſes 
runs away from the World to be ſaved, and 
wilt thou plunge thy ſelf into that dangerous 
Sea 2 Behold, how ELjah, Eliſhs, and S*. John 
the Baptiſt retire into the Wilderneſs, that their 
Eyes. may not behold theſe ſublunary vanities, 
and'doſt thou: long to be in the Croud which 
wiſer Men delire to be rid of? Good: Lord ! 
WhomdolI intend to pleaſe, God or the Devil ? 
God I cannot pleaſe by it, for he calls to me, 
Come out from among them, my people, and be ye 
ſeparate, and touch not the unclean thing," and 1 
wall' receive you, and {hall I gratifie the Devil 
then 2 O Wretch that I am / the Devil was ne- 
ver Crucified for me, never ſpilt one drop of 
Bloud for me, never endured Agonies for me ; 
he never worea Crown of Thorns for me, he 
neveritaſted of the ſhameful death of the Croſs 
for me, and ſhall I fly into his' Arms? How of- 
ten hath he diſappointed me in my Hopes and 
Deſires, and ſhall I fawn upon the Enemy? Lay 
force upon his Kingdom of Darkneſs, in deſpight 
of all the Bars and Bolts, and Guards —_ 
- + the 
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the great King of Heaven puts between me and 
damnation ? I have been abuſed and cheated 
by fin theſe many years, and ſhall I be cheated 
ſtill? Does not my Blood riſe at the very 
thoughts of jt ? I that will not becheated inmy 
Trade or Dealings with Men, ſhall T ſuffer my 
ſelf to be impos'd upon by a lying Devil? And 
when I ſtudy how to be revenged on him, that 
hath ſold me a Pebble for a Pearl, a Br:fol-Stone 
for a Diamond, and endeavour to prevent the 
like deception for the time to come; Shall I, in 
theſe great concerns of my Soul , where the 
Cheat 1s ſo apparent, where to diſcover it,I need 


. donomore but open my Eyes, where God and 


his Holy Angels, and all the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel aſſure me of the fallacy, where the Cheat 
is of that dangerous conſequence too, and bor- 
ders upon Eternal Damnation ; Shall I be ſo de> 

generous, ſo baſe, ſo low-ſpirited,as to ſuffer my 
ſelf to be thus groſly abuſed and deceived? A 
Child will not be cheated of his Puppets, a Beaſt 
will not be cheated ofhis Meat, a Dog will not 
be cheated of his Bone ; and ſhallI alone be the 
ſport of Devils? I 2 A Creature to whom God 
hath given-Dominion over the Fiſh of the Sea, 
and over the Fowls of the Air, and over 
every thing that moyeth upon the Earth? 
O Monſter ! Why ſo cruel to my own Soul £ 
Why ſo barbarous to my immortal part ? Wh 
ſo inhuman to my Spiritual Interelt * Why 
mad to run into the Fire? Why ſuch an 

to my own Have not I Enemies en 

g00gy 7: 


ough, 
but 
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but I muſt make my Self my greateſt Foe £:ShaH 
I joyn with that roaring Lion, and-..teacti :him 
how todeyour me? Shall I give him advantages 
againſt my ſelf z Firſt let him deceive. me, and 
then laugh at me? Firſt, let himſeduce me into 
the Net, and then puniſh me for being taken ? 
I believe my Children, if they tell me, that 
they have ſeen ſuch a Houſe on fire; and be- 
lieve my Neighbours, if they,” aflure me there 
are Thieves broke into my Houſe , and believe 
a Phyſician, who affirms, That ſuch a Powder 
or Herb is perfe& poiſon ; And ſhall not I be- 
lieve that God, who hath prepar'd and fore-or- 
dain'd theſe. everlaſting Burnings I hear and 
read of, and muſt needs know the terror of 
them 2 Shall not 1 believe him, when he tells 
me, and proteſts npon the word of a God, that 
if I do 'not betake 'my ſelf betimes to another 
courſe of Life, I ſhall afſuredly fall a Prey to 
thoſeendleſs burnings? Say not, falſe:Heart,how 

{ſhall I be ſure God hath faid ſo? Either pro- 

feſs thy ſelf no Chriſtian, or confeſs it. Haſt 

thou lived ſo long under the ſound of the Go- 

ſpel, and dar*ſt thou harbor ſuch a Thought ? 

I kelieve a Servant, that tells me,' Thatſuch a 

Man is Itke torun away with the Goods I have 

intruſted him with 3 and I believe a Stranger, 

that givesme warning not to be familiar with u 

certain {ort of Perſons in the Country I am 

going to; and I believe a Traveller, that tells 

me, that in ſuch an Iſland there are 'Mountains 
ot Fire, and Mines of Sulphyg burning conti- 

| nually ; 
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nually ; Ds I believe an Enemy, that: threa» 
tens tobreak my Head when he meets me, | and 
ſhall not T believe that::God that teeds-me,:and 
proteQs'me, and knows all things,” and can do 
all things,and never intended me any harm, but 
hath given me ſuch evidences of his kind incli- 
nations to me, that I muſt deny my:owa Eitg, 
if I queſtion his willingneſs to have mecpmeto 
the knowledge of the Truth? I chuſe:a preſent 
Agonytokeep offan After-evil, and:amcontent 
co prolong Torment, 101 may but protang this 
Mortal Lffe ; 'and ſhall- not: 1, to lavoid choſe 
endlefs'Tortures, mortifiea filly Luft ;ſubduemy 
_ extravagant Deſires, and intlict fo-much Pe- 
nance on'my elf, as to caſhier all darling and 
boſom iniquities ? What meansmy Conſatence'? 
ir's not quiet under all the-pleaſures of Sing" It's 
ready to accuſe me ; when 1r gets me:alone,: 1t 
twitches me; Thnd it is a hard' matter to rock ir 
aſleep ; and when 1 think it's faſt, ike a Giant. 
itawakes again, and aftrights me with flafheSof 
the next Worlds flames; and ſhall I break 
through all ' thoſe Funeral Torches to- invade * 
Damnation? Do what T can, 1t wounds me; 
taſhes me, tears me, and l;:ke ſame Bloadchound 
follows'me, and I condema my elf before any 
Creature accuſes me ; it's not to be bribed with 
Money, nor to be huſh'd wwuh rhreatnings, .nor 
to be tyed with Cords, not to be bound wich 
Ropes, and, Lord, fhall- not I ſuffer my ſelf 
tobe taken Capriveby the King of Saints ! Such 


Expoſtulations, if the Hearr be not all Reck 
E 2 and 
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and Adamant, cannot but ſtartle the Sinner in 
his Licentiouſneſs, make him ſtamp with his 
Feet, and force him into other reſolutions ; 
which is the third Ingredient of this great Art 
Confideratiop. go 


II. Strong Reſolution. This is the neceſlary 
conſequent of the preceding Expoſtulations, if 
they be ſerious, and not uſed only out of For- 
mality ; and the Soul, that is by this time ſtun 
into a ſenſe of its-danger, and cries out, Lord, 
What havel done? will ſoon fall from thence 
into ſuch Reſolutions as theſe : Does the Caſe 
ſtand thus, and muſt my ſinful Life expire into 
the Worm that dies not £ Muſt my Frolicks die 
into endleſs howlings? And muſt my ſport of 
Sin be cruſht into never-dying Anguiſh? And my 
w1lful contempt, and neglect of God's Will, be 
turned into Chains of darkneſs for ever ? Is ir 
ſo as God hath told me? (And why ſhould he 
tell me fo, if it were not ſo? Why ſhould he 
fright me with painted Fire? And how could it 
conſiſt with his Wiſdom and Integrity to deceive 
me with Bugbears and Chimera's? ) If this be 
thefate of a ſinful Life, then tell me no more of 
Dalilz's, tell me no more of Impediments, or 
Excuſes, or Delays. If this be the fearful Exi# 
of Senſuality and Irreligioufnels, there is no 
dallying with fin; Pll get rid ofit, whatever it 
coſt me; PII hearken to its ſoft Airs no longer ; 
I'll be charm'd no more withthe lovely looks of 
that Harlot 3 its curious Dreſſes, its treacherous | 
Glances | 
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rate 


ons no longer. I will not to w jolly hours 
neglet my Eternal Safety ; Etermty 1s not a 


thing to be madelight of ; 1 believe there is ſuch 


a thing, and why ſhould I be ſuch a Changel! 
as notto provide for it with all imaginable Care 
and Induſtry ? I am gone. Farewel-Applauſe 
and Greatneſs of the World. Farewel ye little 
ſhooting Flames ofſenfual Pleaſures, which ſerve 
only to delude, not to revive or enlighten, an 
Immortal Soul. Farewel Cards and Dice, 
and all thoſe Trinkets of the Devil, whereby 
beſotted Men lofe their Time,and Peace ; Time, 
What can be more coſtly ? Peace, What can be 
of greater value? Farewel fine Cloaths, and 
richer Habits, which ſerved only to'feed Pride 
and Luxury. Pride, What can be liker the De- 
vil? Luxury, What can be more unmanly ? 
Farewel Oſtentation and Vain-glory,tor which [ 
have fo often ſacrificed, not only my Wealth, 
but my Reſt and Quiet too. Farewel Applauſe 
and Acclamations of the giddy Crowd, which 
have ſwelld, and blown up my Heart ſo often, 
and made me enamour'd with my finful Self. 
Farewel my old Acquaintance, that cocker'd and 
_ to pleaſe thoſe Luſts I now abhor. Fare- 
wel ye dangerous Friends, that would have 
drago*d me into Hell, and would have had me 
Kind to you even unto Eternal Fire, Farewel 
unhappy Men, who would have made me ven- 
ture on the burthen of God's Anger , which 
Devils cannot bear, and tempted me to be mi- 
=— {erable 
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ſerabſe.for companies, {ake ; I muſt either have 
no Peace with God, or none with you, '' The 
friendſhip of God and the, World are incompa- 
tible, and would you have me leave my God, * 
.my Happineſs, my Joy, my Comfort, my Re- 
fuge, my Hiding-place, my Riches, my Trea- 
ſure, to follow you. to a place of endleſs Tor- 
"ments? Iſee through all theſe Cobwebs; I ſee, 
I ſee what. all your Follies will come to ; Tam 
convinc'd,: that if there. bea Happineſs hereaf- 
ter, as I am perſuaded there is, the courſe ye 
take, canner be the way to that Paradiſe. Mo- 
left-me no more, it i5-in vain. I'Il.be chous'd 
no, more ;: ſeek out Arguments, find out flat- 
teries,”. make your: motives as ſtrong as you 
pleaſe, as cogent as you can ; but with me they 
ſhall not prevail. Here they ſhall find ap harbour, 
Pll have nothing todo with theſe Pyrats. They 
have been ready to {ink my Veſſel. They had 
ſwallow'd me up quick, if God had not been on 
my ſide. They had devoured me, if God had 
not watch'd over me. I thank thee, O God, 
that thou haſt not taken away my Life with ſin- 
ners: I will climb Mount Sion, I'll aſcend God's 
Holy Hill, ll be kept in Meſhech, in the Tents 
of K-adzr,, no longer. Lift up your Heads, O 
ye Gates, and: be ye lifr up, ye ev EOg 
Poors! Fllenter I will force my way through 
all che Impediments of this flatt'ring World. 
Whar ſhould hinder me? Shall tribulation, or 
aiftreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or  nakedneſs, 
6 per!,or ſword ? Thele can but kill the Ras 
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| but Thave an immortal Soul ro ſave! If I ſecure 
that, I ſecure all; and I willfecure it whatever 

it coſt me. I will not a& contrary to my own 
perſuaſions any more: Iam perſuaded that all 
my worldly Glories will have a period, and that © 
they contribute nothing to my real Happineſs. 
Tis a prafical fervent” love of God that muſt 
make me happy ; This is it muſt intitle me, to 
God's everlaſting Mercies,this 1 believe,thisI am 
confident of, according to this Faith Pll at. 
God holds out a Crown.to me, and ſhall I be 
dull and lazy under that: glorious proſpe&t? I 
ſee the Royal Diadem afar off, leap oyt, O my 
Soul; to reach it, it's worth" Iabquring, its 
worth wreſtling, it's worth ſweating and toiling 
for day and night, Sec,ſee,how,to get Bread,the 
poor Miner digs in 4 poor and lonely Vault, 
while the works ovethis head threaten him with: 
falling inevery hour,and cruſhing him to death : 
And ſhall I fear dangers, in ſtriving to be abun- 
dantly ſatisfied for ever with the fatneſs of 
God's Houſe ? I ſee a City which hath Founda- 
tions, whoſe Builder and Maker is God ; 1 be- 
hold afar of a Houſe” made without Hands, 
Eternal in the Heavens. Farewel Temptations, 
farewel corrupt deceitful Heart, Pl! believe thy 
fall: ſuggeſtionsno longer, I havea ſurer war 
of Prophecy to lay hold of, How often .haft 
thou taught me to cover my ſins with plauſible. 
names, that I ,might not be forc'd to leave 
them ; at Will the Almighty be blinded 
With ſofc Titles? Is he afleep, like Baa, or 
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gone a Journey, or doth he forget, or is he to 
be cajoled -into approbation of ſuch doings ? 
What doſt thou make of him? Doſt thou think 
him to be ſome Heathen-Deity, that hath Eyes, 
and ſees not, Ears, and hears not, a Heart and 
underſtands not ? Canſt thou draw a Curtain 
before the Eyes of infinite Wiſdom ? Will he, 
whole underſtanding cannot by ſearching be 
tound out, be thus deluded? Is he a Child, 
which thou canſt play withal? Doſt thou call 
him God, and forget that he pries into all thy 
deligns, and purpoſes, and intentions? Falſe, 
fooliſh Heart? Artthou not aſhamed of this So- 
phiſtry?2 Wilt thou make me believe, that 
White 1s Black, and Black White, and bereave * 
me of my Senſes ?-I remember thy Cheats, I 
have not forgot how thou haſt ſoothed me in 
a tempeſt of a roaring Conſcience, how haſt 
thou darkned my Eyes, what Fumes, what 
Miſts haſt thou caſt before me, that I might not 
ſee the true nature of finful aftions? how haſt 
thou prompted me to call my Pride, Decency; 
any Covetouſneſs, Frugality ; my Drunkenneſs, 
Good-fellowſhip ; my Revenge, Vindication of 
my Honour;my Uncleanneſs,and Laſciviouſneſs, 
Impoſſibility of reſiſting the dictates of Nature ; 
my Nlandering of others, ſaying but whatlT hear ? 
| 2<\\ God did not ſce my 1nfide as well as 'out- 

fide, arieould be deceiv'd with ſhadow and 

varniſh, and were not reſolv'd to waſh away 
theſe efrious Colours with Rivers of flamin 

Brimitgge! How often haſt thou bid me call my 


greater 
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greater Enormities, innocent Mirth, and made 
me look on them, as Mendo on objects through 
the wrong end of a Perſpettive-Glaſs, as if God 
were altogether ſuch an one as my elf, and 
would therefore be contented to call my Favou- 
rite Vices, Peccadillo's, becauſe my ſelf was 
loth to call them by another name! How often 
haſt thou flatter'd me with deceitful Riches, 
if I would but give myſelf that liberty my ir- 
religious Neighbours uſe! How often haſt thou 
tempted me with the famous examples of pro- 
{ſperous Men, that have been ſtrangers to Seri- 
ouſneſs and Heavenly-mindedneſs How haſt 
thou diſparaged Piety to me, as a ſneaking qua=- 
lification, and repreſented Sin as the Royal way 
to Credit and Reputation ; Away with theſe 
Fables, I'll be trapann'd and ſooth'd no more ; 
cokes Children with ſuch Bables, I know too 
much to be raviſh'd with theſe borrow'd Glo- 
ries. God hath ſpoken once, twice, have I heard 
it, nay athouſand times have I heard it, That he 
that overcomes ſhall not be hurt by the ſecond death: 
which is, that everlaſting ſeparation of the Soul, 
from the Great,and Glorious Preſence of God : 
And what overcoming can he mean, but con- 
queſt of ſuch treacherous lug: eftions? If I 
overcome thee, I do my work. If I maſter 
thee, I am made for ever. If I ſubdue thee, my 
omen impediment is removed. .If I can but - 
ate thy flatteries, behold, God will be my Rock, 
and my Salvation, and my Defence, and I ſhall 
not be moved. How often haſt thou promis'd 
me 
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me long Life, and Eaſe, and Plenty, if I would 
ſtream out my golden yearsin Vanity, and bru- 
tiſh Delights, asif my youth had been too good | 
for God, and God, when he woo'd me to Obe- | 
dience, came but to torment me as the evil | 
Spirit aid in the Goſpel, before my time, asif 
I were the great diſpoler of my time, and could | 
command my Age toflouriſh at Fourſcore ! How | 
haſt thou bid me delay my Repentance and Seri- 
ouſneſs, and given ,me hopes that I ſhould 
find a convenienytime hereafter, when I could 
keep Sin and the World no langer ! as if Re- | 
pentance were in my own hands, and I could 
command it toattend me at my pleaſure, and as 
if it werea work to be diſpatch'd with a ſigh 
or groan How haſt thou tempted me to fin, un- 
der a pretence that none ſhould ſee it ; or if the 
fin could not be kept ſecret, none ſhould know 
that T had a hand in it ; as af God did not ſee 
by night as well as by day, and a private cor- 
ner could keep out Omnipotence 3 or as if God 
fate like an 1dle Pilot in Heaven, without re- 
garding how the great Ship of this World is go- 
verned! How haſt thou, under the colour of a 
fingle fin, involv'd -me into a neceſſity of ad- 
ding another,and been reſtleſs till I have added 
more to {upport the reſt! And how treache- 
rouſly haſt thou bid me walk in the counſel of - 
the ungodly, when it was but t) engage me to | 
ſtand in the way of ſinners, and then to make {| 
me fit downia the feat of the ſcornful! How : 
hai thou prompted me to palliate mine one 
and. 
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and to lay them at other Mens doors? Loe! This 
E have found, that Godat firſt did make meup- 
right, but thou haſt taught me to ſeek out many 
inventions, tricks how to beundone, ways how 
romake my ſelfworſe than the Beaſts that perifh. 
Go, couzener, tellthy{ories to Men, that will 
not hear the Truth ; I will hear, what the Lord 
willſay tome. O God! I need no accuſer, no 
witnels, no ſpy, to betray me. - I confeſs my ſelf 
Guilty, I paſs Sentence upon my ſelf, My con- 
{cience condemns me, my Judge fitsin my Soul, 


my Eyes, my Hands, my Feet, . the Theater, the 


Alehouſe, the Tavern, they give in evidence . 
againſt me. My aCtions fill me with ſhame,the 
very Cloaths,I wear,contribute to my confuſion. 
Deceitful Heart! How haſtthou bid me truſt to 
broken Reeds, and'fean on props which were 
rottenand decay'd'' T have ſcen enough- of thy 
falſhood and inconftancy, Pll be held no longer, 
Plk-ſtay no longer in Sodow. Theſe flowery 
Meadows, this enamell'd graſs ſhall make me 
lie down no more, I ſee there is death in the 
Pot,. and the great day will be upon me for 
all rhe ſeeming delay, before this poor belot- 


ted World 1s aware. 


I come, Lord, I'll ſtand out againſt thy Calls 
no longer ; I do hear thy voice, and Pll harden 
my heart no more. It 15 the voice of my Be- 
loved that knocks, I will ariſe and let him 1n. 
Awake up,my Glory, awake; I have ſlumber'd 


8 long enough. Get up my {leepy AﬀeQions, the 


; Lord 
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Lordis at hand. My Heart is hot within me, 
the fire of God burns within me. O my God, 
wilt thy ſpread open thy Arms toa Wretch, that 
hath been filPd with Unrighteouſneſs and De- 
ceit ; and having known the Judgment of God, 
that they who commit ſuch thingsare worthy of 
death, hath not only done the ſame, bur hath 
had pleaſure in them that do them! Is there yet 
Mercy in ſtore for ſuch a Rebel > Will God be 
yet intreated? Then, Ichearfully renounce the 
'Devil,andall his works. O God to whom ven- 
| geance belongs, ſhew thy ſelf, Ariſe, Lord ! Let 


all thine enemies be ſcatter'd, even my Sins, as 


ſmoak is driven away, ſo drive them away, as 
'wax melteth-before the fire, even ſo let my Sins 
riſh at the preſence of God. I know the 
orld will laugh at me for this reſolution, but 
Pll give them leave to mock ; if I can but get 
into yonder Bleſſed and Everlaſting Manſions, 
laugh on, ye Mad-men, I havea God will ho- 
nour me. Tf there be a future judgment, and 
Men ſhall be rewarded according to their works, 
and God will be ſo ſevere againſt ſtubborn ſin- 
ners ashe hath rhreatned, ( and indeed he can- 
not be God without it; to be God, and not 
true to his word, implies a contradiCtion, ) then 
{ure I am, the rich, the voluptuous, the carnal 
Men of this World, that make ſuch proviſion 
for the fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts thereof, muſt cer- 
tainly be in a more miſerable condition than 
I. MethinksI ſee how they tremble before the 
Throne. They thought it below them here on 
; earth 


} 
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earth to make Rebgn their buſineſs, methinks 
I ſee how aſham'd they are of their folly, how 
the wretches bluſh to ſee, that God hath cho- 
ſen the fooliſh things of the world ro confound 
the wiſe. Methinks I hear them cry out to 
Rocks and Mountains, Fall on us, and hide us 
from the Face of him that fits on the Throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb. O how their 
Thoughts at that time will be all changed, and 
all their Triumphs be turned into Funerals ? Me- 
thinks I ſee, how Herod is confounded to ſee the 
Humble Baptiſt advanced above the Kings, 
and Princes of this World, even that Baptiff, 
whom he valued not half ſo much, as he did a 
Strumpet, whom, for ſports ſake, he could be- 
head and deprive of Life to fave his Reputation 
among Flatterers, and Sycophants] Methinks 
I ſee, how the bloody Nero ſtarts to ſee Pas/ the 
Priſoner deck*d with Robes of Eternal Light, 
that Pau! who fell a Sacrifice to his pleaſure, 
and whom he would havediſdained to ſet with 
the Dogs of his Flock! I quake at the diſmal 
ſight, my Thoughts are filPd with horror! I'll be 
wiſe before it be too late, I will net hazard my 
Soul as moſt Men do; O how I blame my ſelf for 
ſerving Sin and the World thus long ! Had God 
ſnatchr me away in that diſmal ſervice, how 
dreadful would my wages have been? Bleſfled be 
God, who hath been thus patient with me ; Ill 
treſpaſs nolonger upon his Long-ſufftering. Come 
ye Miniſters of the Goſpel, tell me what I muſt 
 dq tobe Saved ; lead me, direCt me, Ill follow 

| an 
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andneither Men nor Devils ſhalldraw me away. 
Teath me to fing the Songs of Zzo7. Infſtrudt | 
me how toprefer _ above my chief Joy. | 
Shew me the path of Life, leave not my Soul 

\In Hell. Pall it out of the Fire ; Thave made a 
ſolemn choice of God for my portion. | Let 
me know, how I muft love him : T1 your | 
Counſel, Pll a& according to your directions. | 
Be not afraid of me, I will not turn back in 
the day of Battel. I have done with theſe ftollen 
Waters ; I ſee no felicity that riſes from bathing | 
in thoſe dangerous ſtreams3z they may lull and 
charm for a while, bur leave the Soul empty. | 
Tf any Man had reaſon to find fatisfaQtion in | 
them, S/ozz0z had, who had Riches, and Pow- 
er, and Luft enough to range where he pleagd; 
yet when he had walk'd through the whole | 
Garden of ſenſual Pleaſures, cropt the choiceſt }| 
Flowers, fed upon the moſt luſcious Fruits, left | 
nothing unattempted to know the utmoſt reach 
ofthat Fools Paradiſe, fearchf*d allthe by-places 
and corners,where they ſaid the treaſures offatis- 
faction lay, unravell'd all the ſecret Intrigues 
of Sin, ranſack'd all the hidden myſteries of it; 
when he had thus wander'd up 'and down; and 
almoſt loſt himſelf in that unhappy Labyrinth, 
the Verditthe gives of all1sthis, Yanrry. of Va- 
naities, mighty Nothings, perfe& Trouble and 
vexatioh of Spirit; and rherr protefts, that the 
only ſarisfaftion thar's ſolid, and like to laſt, 
lies in fearing God, and keeping tis Command- 
ments. That's it, T ſce, Men are forc'd to _ 

| tels 
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eſs at laſt, and too often whea it is too late. 
Iſce moſt Men areyof another Mind when they 
come todie, to what they were in the time of 
their ſtrength, andh- alth, and liberty ; andthar 
ſcriouſneſs, they formerly derided, they then 
wiſh for, when the Sentence is pafling upon 
them, Cut them down, why do they cumber the 

round? The Pearl they might formerly have 

Jad at a reaſonable price, and would not, they 
aow would purchaſe with ten thouſand worlds, 
if they had them, and cannot. This 1t 1s, to 
turn the Grace of God into-wantonneſs, to play 
with the Glorious Meſlage ſent to them by the 
Great Bridegroom of their Souls, and to make + 
hight of 1nvitations to the Supper of the Eamb ! 
O Folly! O Madneſs ! O monſtrous ſtapidity! 
O my Soul, come not thou into their ſecret, unto 
their aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou united. T'll 
take warning by theſe {ad examples. : Their 
imprudence ſhall make me wiſez their indyfcre+ 
tion ſhall make me take another courfe. 1 fee 
there are ſnares laid for my Soul, I am beſet 
with Temptations. If T tremble at rhe main 
Ocean, a ſhallow Puddle is offer'd: me to drown 
my ſelf in. What ſhould make the Devil fo 
buſie, ſo earneſt, ſo induſtrious todraw my Soul 
away from the fountain of living Waters? With- 
out all peradventure he ſces, what Happineſs 

1t's capable of;even of a happineſs, which knows 
neither meaſure 'nor end. He ſees, how 'care= 
ful the Angels are of it, how they ſolicit it to 
avouch the Lord 'for its: God.. He was once 
it 
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in Heaven, and knows that Holy Souls fhall- 
poſſeſs rhe. ſeats of the ſtate Spirits, and 
that what he loſt, they ſhall enjoy, the Dignity 
heand his diſmal Aſſociates forfeited, they ſhall 
inherit, and the Thrones he and his crew did 
once triumph in,ſhall fall to their ſhare. He ſees 
how fair a Soul redeem'd with the Blood of 
Chriſt ſtands for this high preferment ; He ſees + 
the Inclinations and Propenſions it hath to take 
up with God alone; and to divert the ſtream, 
he dreſſes out Sia in ſeveral garbs, that if one 
will not tempt me, another may. : But, Omy 
God, Sin ſhall infinuate into my favour no more, 
it ſhallcreep into my boſome no more, Pll avoid 
all familiarity with it, Pll hug the Monſter no 
more, Pl! take it no longer for a harmleſs thing, 
it ſhall be my Darling, my Benjamin no more, 
my Eyes ſhall be no longer pleas'd with viewing 
of it, my Tongue ſhall commend and pratle it 
no more,. I'll open..my Door to the fatal Gueſt 
no more: My faint oppoſitions ſhall be turn'd 
1nto ſtronger reſfiſtences, ll call up my Blood 
and courage to withſtand it's juggles, I have re- 
ſolv'd, and my Heart ſhall be carried out after 
this Idol no more. . Come my Soul, awake 
to higher Thoughts, and Hopes,and Labours. A- 
way with thy (luggiſh wiſhes,and with thy dull 
endeavours. Are theſe fit for ſeeking Eternal 
Joys 2 Doth a creeping pare beſeem a Man that 
isreſolved for Eternity ? The voice of the Lord 
is. powerful, the voice of the Lord is full of 
Majeſty, the voice of the Lord breaks the Ce- 


dars'' #. 


- Sword, and wild Beaſts, to prociire 
- him whom his Soul did love. It was , 


' and ſuffer himſelf -to be ſtung and prickt-to 
_ death. It was Reſolution made Aral on 


derneſs. And art thou. the only Creaturgs 
whom: it cannot ſhake ? - 1t's done, 'mine Eyes 
are open , and I am reſolved. ' It was:refſolu- 
tion made the; three men, Shadrach;' Meſbech, 


and Abednego, adventure into a fiery Furnace; 
It was Reſolution made St; Paw! ready,notroſufs' : 
fer only, but to'die at Fersſalem for the Name + 


of Jeſus. It was Reſolution: made David's Wors 
thics enter into the Camp of the Philifines, and 
draw water out of the Well of Berhlehens, © It 
was Reſolution made [zrarime deſpiſe Fin 


thefa 


Reſolution made the Grecian * Wos: 53 
man endure the Rack, and when<.. * © 
rompted by bur ans T confeſs her Ab 
ociates in the Treaſon, bireher' ue in pieces, 
that ſhe might not be in a palibilicy of bettay< 
ing her Partners in the Conſpiracy. ty 
It was Reſolution made * Miutine #* 14. iid. 
ſtand ill, and unconcern'd;. while © + + 
his right hand burn'd. It was Reſolution made 
Empedocles ſacrifice himſelf: to the Flames:of 
Aitna. It was Reſohition made Anaxerchad, 
when his Bones were cruſht, make ſport with 
his Torments, and cry out, Break, break, the 
Carkaſe of Anaxarchus, but his Mind you ſhall ne- 
ver breek, It was Reſolution made Regu/ams fling 
himfelf into the mercileſs arms of his Enemies, 


of Conſideration. at. © | 
dars, \the voice of the Lord ſhakes the 'Wil* 
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chearfully in the Fiery Chair, his Perſecutors 


. kgd prepared for him, and ſay, 1z*'s not we that 


do.eat Children, but- it's you that devour innocent 
Chrift5ens, It was reſolution made:Bl/anding in- 


courage: her fellow Chriſtians, ' though ſhe was 


wounded,.tom, bruiſed, rack*d, and miſerably 
handled; It was Reſolution made.Fob bear his 
--*..; - Loſſes and Ulcers with invin- 
cible magnanimity, and as *. he 
{aid, iplay with the: Worms that 
bred: 1n his Sores, and, as they ' 
were crawling out, drive them 
back into the holes and paſtures 
of! his putrified fleſh. : It waMRe- 
ſolution made.Divid\' run through a Troop, and 
leap over Walls, Plal.18. 29. It was his Reſolu- 
tion: made theſe: words drop from him, I have 
ſworn, "and will perform it, that I will keep t 
righteous Tudgments. I will ſpeak of thy Teſtimo- 
nies before Kings, and will not be aſham'd, and 1 
will delight myſelf in thy Commandments 5 my 
hanas will T lift up unto thy Precepts, which I have | 
lov'd, and I will meditate in thy Statutes, Pſal. | 
119. 46,106. And why ſhould not my Reſo- 


* Terfg!.. hb. de 
paticntra, Go BY 
rum pentes beſte 
oles in gafeiedn. ſpe- 
eus 9 paſtus for a- 
mitioſe carny lu- 
dendo revocabat. - - 


| prompt me to the ſame generous enter- 


prizes ? Why ſhould other men, to purchaſe 
a immortal fame, reſolve to loſe their Eaſe, and 
es, and Eſtates, and all that's dear and plea- 
ling to them here below, and 1 not reſolve to 
ole 


my Sins, my Luſts, my Pleaſures, to gain . 


an everlaſting Inheritance ? My heart is ready, . 
my heart js ready ; a gracious God invites me, a | 
loving 
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loving Saviourcalls to me from his Crofs, Waſh 
ye, make ye clean, put away the eyil of- your - 
doings from before mine eyes, ceaſe to do evil, 
learn to do well ; a holy ſanQifying Spirit bec- 
kens me. The great God, that might laugh at 
my Calamity, and mock when my tear comes, 
becauſe he hath call*d, and I refuſed, becauſe he 
hath ſo often ſtretched forth. his hands unto me, 
and I have not regarded ; this great, this tender 
Father, after all the-wrongs, and injuries, and 
abuſes, and inſolences I have offer'd him, is 
willing to receive me, provided Ile be faithful 
to him, run no more after other Lovers, and re- 
ſign myſelf to be guided, govern'd, and dire- 
Qed by him. And can I reſiſt that Love ? Can 
I harden my heart againſt theſe Charms ? Can 
I refuſe this Kindneſs ? Spurn at this Favour ? 
Slight-rhis ſtupendious Bleffing 2 And provoke 
him to ſwear in his wrath, that 1 ſhall never en- 
ter into his reſt ! No, no, I yield, I render my- 
ſelf captive 3 O God ! thou ſeeft my heart, I 
have no reſervations. I laydownall at thy Feer. 
Cover my head in the day of Battel. Inſpire 
me, Ile run in the Racewhich was ſet before me. 
By 'thee will I run through a Troop, with my 
God will I leap over a Wall. Ple perſue mine 
Enemies, and overtake them ; neither will-I 
turn again, till I have conſumed them. Behold, 
they that are with me, are more than thoſe 
which are againſt me. Behcild, the Mountain 
is fall-of Horſes, and Chariots of Fire round 


about Eliſha. The Lord is with me, the Gud 
| I o 
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of Jacob' is my refuge. I am convine'd, that 
God's Service 1s perfeCt freedom. He that enters 
upon it, is utter the government of a lawful | 
Prince, his Life is {weet and eafjie, he feels no | 
Tyranny, no Opprefſion ; the King with ever- 

laſting kindneſs viſitstim, and guides his feet 

- into the ways of peace, gives his Angels charge 
to keep him/M his going out, and in his com- 
i0g in, and will not ſufter any of his Bones to 

e broken. He is with him 1in Diſtreſs, and 

hen he weeps, holds a bottle under to catch his 

xs, Plat. 56. 8. He binds up his Wounds, 

and 1s a wall of braſs to him that mocks at 
the flaſhes of Hell, and daſhes all the fiery darts 
of the Devil. He covers him with his feathers, 
and his Truth 1s his ſhield and buckler. His 
eyes watch over him, and his ears are open to 
his prayers. He protects him from the Peſti- 

-Jence that walks 1n darkneſs, and from the de- 
'{ſtruftion thagwaſtes at noon-day. His Groan- | 
ings are not hidfrom him, and he preſerves him 
in all his ways. He takes notice of his Work 

F ©. and labour of Love, and there is a book of Re- 

| Y - membrange written before him, for them that 

' fear the Fo, and'think upon his Name. Here 

_*.- men are 'free-ffern {laviſh fear, as being under 

£23 the wings of a Father. Here nothing but Love | 

F. rules in their hearts, which makes their Yoke | 

eaſie,' and mon pencn light 3 - makes the ſtrait 

ite pleaſant; and the narrow Way full of de- 

4 i and fatisfaQtion. Here peace of Ho 

| x *Fcience reigns, a peace, which is not procu 
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of Conlideration,”,+ 45 
by Riches or Plenty, - or the Worlds deceitful 
Glory, or a multitude of Children, or*ftrength 
of Body ; a peace which kills the Wormwithin, 
and frees the Soul- from her 'prifon of Grief 
and Sorrow ; a peace which purifies the Mind 
from all Uncleanneſs, and is a bed of Roſes, in- 
rich'd by Showers from above ; a peace which 
is moſt truly Gods Banquetinghouſe, Chrifts Pa- 
lace, and' the Habitation ef the Holy Ghoſt 3 
a peace which is felt on Earth, yet lives already 
in Heaven ; a peace which fills the Soul with 
greater Joy o_ — coming from the field 

id the amorous Rachel, 'or Joſeph's being alive, 
the heart of the aged Patriarch. Here men fit 
quiet under their own' Vine, and under their 
own Fig-tree, and the Subjeas of this King- 
dom are acquainted with joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
Here they are ſecure. The Enemy may moleſt, 
but he cannot break, them. He may ſhew his 
Teeth, but he cannot bite 3 he may rage, but he 
cannot raviſh them out of God's hands. He 
may raiſe a ſtorm, but'cannot overthrow their 
Veſſel ; ſet their Houſe on fire, but cannot con- 
ſume them ; rain Brimſtone upon them, but they 
have a Zoar to fleeto. Here the Love of God 
illuminates their Minds, purifies their Conſci- 
ences, eſtabliſhes their Souls, makes glad their 
Hearts, and unites them to that Light, which 
lighteth every man that comes into the World. 
Here the evil ſpirits of their Sins are caſt out, 
and the ſpirit of God enters into them, even 
the ſpirit of Joy, the ſptrit of Power, of Love, 

F 3 and 
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and of a ſound Mind. Here Men are freed from 
the Curſe of the Law, and their Minds arc em- 
ployed-in the nobleſt Contemplations. Here 
they dwell in the ſecret place of the moſt High, 
and abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty. Here 
Ple fix, here T'e build Tabernacles, for it's good 
to be here. Away with. all ſuggeſtions that 
would make me unwilling or backward to this 
Work, Away with all Thoughts that would dif- 
courage me. Away with all Imaginations that 
would paſſes: me with miſconſtructions of the 
Ways of God. Yeareallmilerable comforters,ye 
{eek not the good, bui the loſs and deſolation of 
my Soul: - Vle ſeek the things which are above, 
where Chriſt btteth on the right hand of God ; 
Ple ſet my AﬀeCtions on things above, and not 
on things on earth ; I am.dead toall theſe ſublu- 
nary Vanities, and my life is hid with Chriſt in 
God ; and when Chriſt, whois my Life, ſhall ap- 
peat, then ſhall I alſo appear with him in Glory. 
Wirhout ſuch Reſolutions as theſe, Conſide- 
fation is lame and feeble : Pts praQtical Conſide- 
ration that muſt do-the work, and it is theſe re- 
| folutions make it ſo 3 the neceſſity of which 
Conſideration is the next thing I muſt endea« 
vour to demonſtrate, 
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The, ab otute necelſs ity of CoA dation in as fo 
erious Life, God's frequent Commands to 


"as (n(s (af Our Reaſon ard the Power of 
© "Conſideration we are fi furniſh i'd" or endwd with, 
B45 y to be, given ws "this-end. Without 
"it Men htve Rafe to opett that their "et or; 
ation FI | CounFerfe et. | l 


Har at welave ſaid hitherto, isnot i thing 
indifferent, left to, our liberty 'and,di- 
iretion to.mind or neglett i it, as we ſhall ſea. ge 

ſion. It isnos in the nature of Meat 0 
Iols, not inthe nature of..a Holy-day, w 


Men may negle#k, or thake poaſhrncs of, as tifey 
ſee it expedient, 'for the editying of their Bre- 
thren.:, It is "nor in the nature of Civil aQions, 
of Buying or-Selling, of Sitting or Riſing, of 
Staying 1a a: place or Travelling, which ae 
things left to our will and' pleaſure, and. mz 
ed , or ſuperſeded, according as we. le 
convenient. or inconvenient, If ourny Ny 2 
ter a better Life, if endeavouring to get a 
in the incorryptible Crown of Glory, if ; >< 
ts to compals the eternal Felicity of our 
Souls if ſtudying how we maybe admitted in- 
to.the Quire of Angels, and enjoy the Society 
_ of the Firſt-born which are written in MAAVEGs 
F 4 
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# cantriving how we may arrive to that ful. 
neſs of Jay God hath both reveald and promi- 
ſed, be indiſpenſibly neceſſary, this Conſidera- 
tion muſt be ſo too, If Self-preſervation be not 
2 thing indifferent, >Conſideratian cannot poſſi- 
bly be ſo. For the great obje@ of this Confide- 
deration, is, how we may preſerve ourielves 
from being undone for. ever 3 how we may 
prard our Souls: from everlaſting Perdition ; 
how-we may avoid. the. ſecond Death ; and 
how we may make our Happineſs. laſting and 
durable, proof againſt the gates of Hell, and the 
afſaults.of that roaring Lion, who walks about 
Tecking whom he may devour. 

* God, that commands all the powers of Light 
and Darkneſs, and hath the ſame power over us, 
that the Potter bath over his Veſlel, and hath 
mgde us capable of being governed by. Moral 
Laws, and hath created us on purpoſe to be rea- 
dy at his Beck, and may force us into obedience 
by Plagues and Thunders, if we are loth to be 
1 Seboc. by Smiles and Favors ; God who owes 
no man any thing, who gives Life to all, wha 
hath made all things for his Glory, who is tn 
all places, and All in all ; who can be preſent by 
Vengeance, where he is not preſent by Grace, 
who can be felt, but cannot be ſzen,” who holds 
all things, fill all things, furrounds all things 
excels ah things, ſuſtains all things, andafar 0 
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| mands this Conſideration. A Sovereign Prince 
expeas to be obey*d, and he that dares refuſe 
| orſlight his reaſonable Command, isjuſtlylookt 
{ Uponasa ſtranger toLoyalPrigciples : And well 
may God, who is All-wiſe, and candonothing 
that's unreaſonable, c___ Submiſſion to a Pre- 
cept ſo great, ſo good, 1o advantageous both tq 
Soul and Body, as will appear in the ſequel, 
Conſider your ways, 15 a Law which God-(roſhe 
he's in good earneft,) anculcates twice in the 
#., fame Prophecy, Hagg: 1. 5, 7. And for that the 
F "dream is doubled, it s becauſe the thing us efts+ 
bliſhed by God, ſaid Joſeph to Pharaoh, Gen. 41. 
32. The ſame 'may we ſay of repeated Exhor- 
tations. And indeed, when: the famous Moſes 
bids the People, under his charge and-care, to 
keep the Statutes and the CommanUments 
which God had graciouſly- vouchſafed them, 
that it might go well with them, and with their 
Children after them ; the great Preparative he 
requires for this Religious trame, is Conlidera- 
tion, Dent. 4. 39. 40. as if without this, all 
attempts of Gbodience were vain, and all endea- 
vors to ſerve God jn ſpirit and truth, were no 
more but water ſpilt upon the ground. As if 
without this, the Thunders of Mount S:z4, the 
Voice of God, the Love wherewith he loved 
them, the Tenderneſs he ſhew'd them, the 
Signs, the Wonders, the mighty Hand, the 
ſtretched-out -Arm, - the great Terror God 
brought upon the Nations round about them, 
woyld be no motiyes to Seriouſneſs, It. was 


upon 
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upon: the ſame account that St. Px/, as quick- 
fighted as tbe. other; peremptorily tells the Rs- 
#25, : that they would never praCtically ap- 
proye that good, and. acceptable, and perfe& 
Will.of God, 'withont they were transform*d 
by che renewing of their Mind, 2. e.made anew 
improvement of, their Minds by Conſideration, 
To Conſideration -re-bujlds the Houſe that's 
len.zo the ground, makes the Mind new, re- 
moves old prejudices againſt a Serious life, and 
transforms the Judgment into other thoughts 
and conceptions, carriesaway therubbiſh which 
oppreſſed the Sopl, and: leaves it not till it be- 
comes;a'new Creatuxe, Rom, 1.2. 2, What can 
St..Peter x Pet, 1.2.3. mean, when: he preſſes 
the Chriſtians, of chofe days, togird up the nine 
of, their Minds; but this great duty we diſs 
courſe of 2 Conſjderation, as it 15; a convocat- 
on-of 'our thoughts; {@ it ties and unites thoſe 
chonghts to.the. graat, objeCt, .zbe one thing ne- 
cellqxy,and, as34-were, girds the Soul, that it 
may-keep within the rules of the Word of God, 
and may 'not run, out into ſtrange. deſires, .or 
inordinate aftectigns,; but. be: more expedite and 
nimble jm her Trayels4n the Land of Promiſe. 
'The'truth 1s,/from-the Mind, 'as from Aaron's 
Head, the precious Ointment-runs dawn to the 
SKirts:of 'our Gatments. From that Mountain 
of 2/9 deſcends this Dew of Hermon, for there 
the Lord commands the Bleſſing, even Lafe for 
evermore. From: that holy Hill-roll down all 


thoſe drops of Gold, that enrich the immortal 
| Soul, 
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Soul,, and from, that Store-houſe comes all the 


| plenty that makes: rational Creatures happy. 
eller 


This 15 the great Wheel, which ſers the le! 
Orbs 2 going, and if .it be once mprognated 
; the 


with principles of Goodnelſsand Seriouſne 
theſe ealarg'd and ſpread by Conſideration, 

Will and the Afﬀections will ſoon. be. perſuaded 
to follow that Star, till it brings them ro Berk- 
lchem, the Houſe of Mercy. In our iyil Afairs, 
it's the Mind muſt firſt be fully perſuaded either 
of the neceſſity, or;canveniency,:or dangery, or 
advantage of things, before. any wile.Reſolutt 
on.can be taken ; and. we may juſtly. conclude, 
that in. Spiritual, concerns, Men begin at'the 
wrong,end, if. they do. not ſeaſon their Minds 
with. ſuch refleftions,; as may make.a deep.imy 
preſkpn on the Will and Aﬀ/eQtians... For that 
theſe may reſolve to. follow God,: and may be 


raviſh'd with his Love, and apply themſelves tg 
his Ways, and may. hate every talle Path, and des 
teſt their. former. Exorbitances and. Deviations, 
we mult: neceſſarily ſuppoſe there mult be ſome 
Spring to feed them, which Spring,can be no- 
thing elſe but Conſideration. Andasin Sin, it's 
the Mind:that firſt repreſents the unlawtul plea» 
{ure of it to the Sinner, -and this inflames his Af. 
f{e@ions ; this imbibes the ſubtle Poyſon, and 
ſpreads it through the groſler parts, and ſecretly 
conveys it to all the Vital ſpirits, t:ll the whoke 
Head doth ake, and the whole Heart grows lick; 
S0-49 its Antidote, or Cure, it's the Mind tharx 
mult bg chafed with Arguments, which = y 

render 
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render the'Sin deteftable, odious, and prejudi- 
cial to Sonl'and Body ; and'this will ſoon put 
the AﬀeCtions into: a holy-rage to ſecure God's 
Favour : Which was the reaſon, nodoubt, why 
that Father left his Eſtate and Money to his Son, 
with this condition, that- he ſhould every day 
think a quarter of an hour, becauſe he knew 
that would at laſt, by the Grace of God, work 
upon the Will, and engage the Aﬀettions toem- 
brace a nobler objeCt. 

- And becauſe the more -Objefts,, the more 
Flowers, this Conſideration feeds upon;the more 
effeftual it is, and the = ſeriouſneſs it pro- 
duces, and the more {r1gnal change it works ; 


' the Holy Ghoſt therefore, in order to this end, 


particularizes ſeveral things, and: commands 
them to be'taken tn, as promoters of this excel- 
tent work. 'Hence it js, that we are ſomtimes cal- 
led upon to conſider our later end, Det. 3 2.'29. 
becauſe the man, that thinks much of his death, 
is moſt likely to die to the vanities of the World, 
and to value thoſe things-at a very low rate, 
which, when he comes to die, can give him no 
ſolid ſatisfa&tion. Somtimes the works of God, 
Ecpleſ. 7. r3. becauſe reflefting on their Beauty, 
Excellency, and the Wiſdom- of God, that 

ines in them, will oblige us to admire him 
whoſe hand hath made all this, and to pay him 
that ReſpeCt and Reverence, which ſuch tran- 
ſcendent Goodneſs challengeth. Somtimes the 
Lilies of the Field, Mat. 6.25. that theſe dumb 
Creatures may lead us to a ſpotleſs innocence, 
h and 
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and enflame our hearts with a holy ambition t 
be one of thoſe that ſhall walk with the Son of 
God in Whire. Somtimes the laſt Judgment, 
or the great Account. men muſt give of* their 
Works, whether they have been good, or whe- 
ther they have been evil, P/ah. 50. 22. for this 
will fright a man away fromhimſelf, make him 
fight againſt his Luſts, and walk by Rule, and 
preſcribe limits to his unruly Paſſions. Som- 
times the Teſtimonies of God, the ſweetneſs, 
beauty, perfeQtion, worth. and excellency of 
them, P/al. 119.-95. becaule they are ſo agree- 
able to the truth imprinted on our minds, ſo ſu- 
table to the notions of God written on the ta- 
bles of our hearts, that we. cannot but cloſe 
with them, and rake them for our heritage for 
ever. Somtimes the future Reward that God 
hath promiſed to them that fear him, 2 T;xv.2.7. 
becauſe, if our Souls be not judicially war 
and, in the Pſalmiſt's phraſe,as fat as greale, this 
will attra& them into abſtinence from worl 
Luſts, which war againſt the Soul. Somtimes 
the holy Life, Example, and. Chriftian conftan- 
cy and magnanimity of Chrift Jeſus, Heb. 12. 3. 
becauſe Examplgs naturally enliven and encou- 
rage the Soul to imitation, and ſo . op a pat- 
tern at once infuſes and commands inclinati- 
on to follow it. Somtimes God's Corre&ion 
and Chaſtiſement, together with our Sins,” Heb. 
2. I5. becauſe theſe repreſented to the mind will . 
ſhew us our ingratitude, and how much weare 
to blame, that God's Favour hath m—_ 3 
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kindlier impreffions upon'us, and how neceſſq- 
ry it is to make haſte, and remove the curſed 
'thing that is in the midft of us, that we do not 
Toſe our Crown. And all, becauſe the more 
Candles there are lighted, and ſet up, the brigh- 
ter the Room will be, 'and the better the Soul 
will diſcover her ſpots and errors, and-conſe- 
quently the greater will be her earneſtneſs to 
Wipe them away, and remove them. 
" Nay, of that neceſſity doth the Holy Ghoſt 
make this Conſideration, that it ſeems, God 
(lucha Lover heis of the happineſs of Mankind) 
15 not at eaſe without it. He is forc'd, as it 
were, tO take humar, Paitons upon him, to ex- 
.prels his diſZieaſure againſt the negleR of this 
Jovereign Medicine. He ſeems diſconſolate, if 
Men ſl:ght this Balm, this Water of Life, this 
 Eye-ſalve. He calls to Heaven and Earth to 
moura with him, becauſe his People will not 
conſider what they are a doing, and whither 
they are going, and what will become of them, 
Efe. 1. 3. He ſeems griev'd and dejetted, be- 
cauſe _ conſider not the Operations of his 
hands, and what noble Beings he hath given 
them, how he hath made all things ſubſervient 
to them, on purpole that they might ſerve him ; 
and adorned the World with that great variety 
of Creatures for their benefit and uſe, that they 
might have the greater encouragement to offer 
up their Souls, and Bodies, as living Sacrifices 


x0 his Honour and Glory. How he hath made. 


them but alittle lower than the Angels, crown'd 


them ©}. 
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' open unto the eyes of him with whom they 
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them with Glory and Honor, and infus'd Souls 
into them capable of living for ever, under the 
Bearifical Viſion and Preſence of Almighty God; 
E/a. 5.12. He ſeems to droop ; and he thats 
eternally happy in himſelf, takes on, as if his 
Happineſs, his Joy, his Satisfaction were -1ater- 
rupred, men conſider not, that he re- 
members all cheir Impieties 3 that he fits on the 
Battlementrs of Heaven, and beholds all ; that 
there is not any Creature that is not manifeſt 
in his ſight, and that all things are naked-and 


have to do, Hoſ. 7. 2. | 

Indeed,God is reſolved to deal with us as with 
rational Creatures, not as with Brutes and Er 
gines 3 as with free Agents, not as with. Ma- 
chines, and works of mens hands 4 -and- thats 
the reaſon why he is ſo earneſt for this Duty. 
Without all peradventure, God couta force 
Men into ſeriouſneſs ; and he that commangel 
Light out of Darkneſs, might take the Sinher 
up in his Arms, and carry him, even againſt his 
Will, into that Banqueting-houſe, the Banner 
whereof is Love ; and might ſet mens Souls, as 
the Workman doth his Clock, rhat they ſhould 
not fail of running the Race which is ſet before 
them. Bur then , what would our Reaſon fig- 
nifie ? Why ſhould he make us capable of be- 
ing wrought upon by Arguments and Morkl 
Perſuafions ? Why hath he given us faculties 
diſcourſe proand com of things, and to argue, ant 


debate the caſe with ourſelves ? ' __ 
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he given us a Rule to try our Aﬀtions by, and 
power to judge-what is good, and what is evil ; 
what can be {aid for the one, and what can be 
pleaded for the other ; which Argnments are 
ſtronger, and whichare weaker ; which are pon» 
derous, and which are of no value. 

If God do nothing in vain, what can we ima- 
ine that this power of Conſideration is given 
or ? : He that makes a curious Veſlel of Gold, 

doth not intend it for a Trough or Waſhing- 
Tub. He that enamels a Ring, doth not in+ 
tend to throw it upon a Dung-hill. He that 
builds a Houſe, doth not intend it for an habitas 
tion of Owls, and Ravens, and Birds of prey. 
He that plants a rich and kindly Fruit-tree, doth 
not intend-it for Timber in a Hogſty: He that 
makes a rich Carpet, doth not intend it for 
Diſh-clouts. And ſhall I think God more im- 
udent than Man ? Shall T imagine that God 
ath leſs foreſight with him than duſt and aſhes ? 
Truly, if a Philoſopher were to draw Conclu- 
fions from men aCtions, and their dealings with 
the Almighty, he could gather no leſs from 
what they do, than that they imagine God to 
. be more brutiſh than the moſt carnal Wretch 
living, who never ſcrapes for Gold, or toils for 
Riches, to buy Pins, or Childrens Marbles with 
it ; for they believe, that God hath given them 
"@ Gang. Spirit, than irrational Creatures have, 
jEyct m_—_ that Spirit to.no higher uſes 
-rhDcaſts do their natural inſtint. Shall Gog 
give-me an exalted Soul, that-can eat Angels _ 
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tainty of his own lite, and _ Sin will certain» 
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food, and ſhall 1, with Nebuchadnezzar, turn it 
out to Graſs? Shall he plant in me an ability 
and a power of Conſideration, and inrend it 
for no higher uſe, than toteach and inſtrut me 
how to rake a little dung together, how to feed 
a poor corruptible body for the Grave, and how 
to wallow with the Swine 1n the Mire? He that 
can have ſuch low thoughts of God, deſerves 
to be baniſh'd from all human ſociety , and to 
dwell with Beaſts of the Wilderneſs, muſt 
make God the author of Coufuſion, ignorant 
of the common Principles of Prudence, and 
leſs ſagacious than ſome Animals, which, con- 
{cious of the nobleneſs of their Nature, ſcorn to 
debaſe it to the diſorder and naſtineſs of the 
meaner Cattle, and what is this, but to let in 
Atheiſm,while we profeſs our ſelves to be Chri- 
ſtians? God would not beſtow this Power on 
me in vain, and if not in vain, it ought moſt 
certainly to be employed onthings of the grea« 
teſt concernment ; and what things are there 


. of greater concernment, than turning from the 


power of Satan, unto God, and laying up Trea- 
ſures there, where the Moth cannot corrupt, 
= where Thieves cannot break through, and 

al. | 

Nay, why ſhould God aſſure the Sinner, that ' 
his impenitence ſhall be puniſh'd with everlaſt- 
ing deſtrution, but that he would have him 
make uſe of his Reaſon, and conſider the truth 
and importance of this threatning, the uncer- 


ly 
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ly harden him, if he doth not turn with all 

' "ſpeed, and how ſoon ruine and deſtruction may 
{cize on him, and how dear his pleaſures ma 
coſt him, and how fearful it will be. to fall into 
the hands of an angry God, whole patience 
hath been abuſed, whole words have been 
ſcorn'd, whoſe Thunderbolts have been laugh'd 
at,and whoſe Compaſſion hath been look*'d upon 

- only asa ſhift or trick toenſnare men into rigos 
rous ſeverity. 

Lord God! I am not bereft of my Reaſon, 
when I hear the ſupreme Governour of Heaven 
and Earth threaten me; when I hear him, who 
fits on the Circle of the Earth, denounce wrath 
and indignation againſt me, I have a Tongue in 
my Head, and can enquire of Men, wiſer than 
my ſelf, whether this be really the threatning of 
God, or no? And whether the great Creator, 
when he threatens thus, be in good earneſt, or 
no ? When the Threatning was pronounced, 
where delivered, what perſons are concerned in 
it,upon what condition the threatning proceeds, 
whether that condition be in me, whether I 
come under that Judgment , whether I have 
caule to be afraid, and what it is, that mayjuſt- 
ly move me to be ſo. TI have Eyes to read, whe- . 
ther there be a miſtake in ſuch Comminations, 
or no?-I have a reflexive Power within me, 
which enables me to determine, when two ways 
are before me, which of them is ſafeſt to be ta- 
ken, and whether the reaſons for my army 


from my evil ways be ſtronger, than thoſe 
| which |. 
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which would diſſuade me from.it? I have rea- \, 
\ 


fon to ponder, how many thouſands have, with 
ſhifts, and excuſes, and delays, been the cauſe 
of their own. ruinez and I have power to res 
flect, how that if Iam guilty of thefame folly, 
T ſhall ſhortly be wrapt up in theſame calamity 
' withthem3 and what poor, what inconſidera- 
ble,comfort it will he, to find thoſe Men compa- 
nions 1n eternal miſery andcalamity, that have 
been formerly companions to me in fin, and of- 
fending God. T'have reaſon and power e- 
riouſly to debate, whether there be a future 
Judgment, or no, and with very little trouble 
may fatishe my ſelf, that things are fo as the 
Goſpel repreſents them, and that there is nb 
jeſting with edg'd Tools. I have power to-re- 
flea, that if there were no more but a poſhhi- 
lity of eternal Torments, if we could ſtrainthe 
Notion no higher than toa may be, it would be- 
come a wiſe man. to prepare for the worſt, and 
to endeavour to be on the {ure ſide of the hedge. 
And having reaſon to conlider all this, power 
to weigh and ponder all this, and ſo to ponder 
it, that my Underſtanding, thus poſleſs'd, may 


prevail with my Will and Aﬀections, to refolve 


for contempt of Sin, and of the World, I muſt 
neceſſarily conclude, that God expeds I ſhould 
proceed, and come to that {piritual Life, this 
way. To have ſuch a power, and to let it 
continue in an unactive ſtate, to let it ie dor- 
mant, and ſpend and conſume it ſelf, and, hke 
a ſickly perſon, whoſe Stomach nauſeates the 

| _ whole 


| 
| 
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} 
wholeſome Food the curious hand hath dreſſed, | 
to let it grow cold and infipid, muſt needs be | 
a great injury to the God that gave it, and in- | 
tended it ſhould be aftuated, and exerciſed, as 

are the other faculties, and ſo great an unfaith= | 
fulneſs to our ſelves, that, in doing ſo, we grow 
ſtrangers to ſelt-love, and become our own 
greateſt enemies. And let noman tell me here, 
that this is to make man independent from 
God, and to aſſert, that men may convert 
themſelves, and change their own hearts, and 
give themſelves that repentance and faith,which 
the Scripture every way aſlerts to be the gifr of 
God: For God's Power and Glory is ſo far 
f.om receiving any prejudice by this DoCtrine, 
that I know nothing can advance and promote 
tt more than this aſlertion. It's conſelt's, that 
Converſion is the work of God, but then he ex- 
peCts I ſhould do my part,and work according to 
the power he hath given me, and improve the 
Talents he hath already beſtowed -upon me, 
and trade with them, and make uſe of the facul- 
ties I have, and exerciſe them as much as Ican, 
in order to a ſerious change of life; and in the 
uſe of ſuch means God will be found, as we ſee 
in Corzelius, As lo. 4. And his holy Spirit 
ſhall come down, and make the work effeCtual, 
and bleſs thoſe honeſt endeavours with Grace 
and Mercy, and make the Wheels go merrily, 
which went but heavy before; and turn that 
Piety, which proceeded from fear of Hell be- 
tore, into a ſincere love to. God, and to the * 


beauty 


, 
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* and conſequently can expect no other an 
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beauty of Holineſs, and make that obedience 
univerſal, which was bur partial, and by halves 
before, and that's a kindly converſion. To in: 
dulge our ſelves in lazineſs and idleneſs, and 
wearineſs of God's ſervice, upon pretence, that 
we muſt wait God's time, and ſtay till God is 
pleaſed. to work upon our hearts, 1s no better 
than mocking of God. And a man, that's fal- 
len into the Water, may as well cry, that there 
he will lie, *till God by an Angel from Heaven 
drags him out ; as a Sinner, that is loth to give 
over ſinning, pretend, that he can do nothing, 
till God by ſome powerful Charm leads him our 
of that Captivity. As well may we forbear 
working, and expect Providence will maintain 
us, as 1t did Elyjah by the Ravens, as forbear 
ſtruggling and ſtriving to get out of the ſnares 
of Sin, till Chriſt by a Voice from Heaven calls 
tO us, as he did to Saul, Man, Man, why per- 
ſecuteſt thou me? For God, who hath protel- 
ted , that he'll caſt out none that will but come 
to him, and never left himſelf without wit< 
neſs, and is engaged by promile to be a rewar- 
der. to them thar diligently ſeek him, hath no 
where in his Word promiſed to work upon our 
Hearts, except we will uſe ſuch means as he hath 
given us power to make uſe of, in order to Con- 
verſion ; and he that lets the Power, God hath 
given him for this uſe, lie dead, doth but im- 
bezle the Gift of God, and, with that unprofi- 
table Servant, lays up his Pound in a Napa | 

wer, . 


G 3 thag . 


62 The G:eat Law 
than was return'd to him, Out of thine own mouth 
will I judge thee, thou wicked ſervant : thou knew- 
eſt ihe 7 was an auſtere man, taking up that I 
laid not down, and. reaping that I did not ſow. 
Wherefore then gaveſt not thou my mony into the 
bank, that at wiy coming 1 might have yequired 
mine own with uſury ? ' Therefore take from him 
the pound, and give it to him that bath ten pounds. 
And as for thoſe, mine exemtes, that would not that 
1 ſhould reign over them, (and it ſeems, ſuch are 
all thoſe that will not improve thole powers God 
hath given them, eſpecially this of Conſidera- 
tion, in order to be reclaim?'d from the error of 

their ways) briz2 them hither, and ſlay them before 
me, Luke 19. 22, 29. 
And indeed, he that can fit down and conſider, 
what lofles may befall him, what miſchief may 
happen to him, if he keeps company with a tur- 
bulent quarrelſom man, and thereupon ſhuns 
his ſociety. Hethat can conſider, what terror 
it will ſtrike intohim,ithe lie in ahaunted Cham- 
| ber, how it will diſcompoſe him, how it will 
break his reſt, what ſickneſs it may bring upon 
him, and what cold {wears the {ight of a Ghoſt 
will caſt him-into, and thereupon will not be 
perſuaded, to take up his Lodging there, will 
fiad in the laſt day, that he might as well have 
{ate down, and conſider'd, what evil a finful life 
would bring upon him. His reaſon, to be ſure, 
is capable of taking the one into Conſideration 
as wellas the other ; and he that believes he hath 
a Soul, muſt be ſuppoſed able to think'of —_— 
| | tnat 
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that may befall his Soul : And ſince Confidera- 
tion is that which repreſents all dangers in very 
lively colours, and, by that means, affects; and 
makes impreſſions upon the whole man, there 
is no perſon,but may lafely expe God's bleſſing 
upon ſuch Conſiderations, not upon the account 
of merit, but becauſe God hath moſt treely, 
and moſt graciouſly , promis'd his aſliſtance, 
where men ſhew their willingneſs fo work in his 
Vineyard, For God,in this caſe,deals with men,as 
a Maſter with his Servants, who,if they husband 
a little Farm well, is content to let them under- + 
take a greater, and encourages their indultry by 
larger conceſſions. 
_ And that's the reaſon, why Converſion in Scri- ] 
- Pture is ſometimesattributed to Man, and ſome- 
times to the Father of Lights, from whom every 
good and perfett gift deſcends ; and why weread 
in the fame Prophet, Make your ſelves a new heart, 
and a new ſpirit, Ezek. 18. 31. Aud I the Lord 
will give you a new heart, and a new ſpirit will I 
put within you, Ezek. 36. 26. Becauſe God ex- 
pects the Sinner ſhould take his ways, and pre- 
poſterous aZtions, and the danger which hangs 
over his head, into ſerious Conſideration, re- 
preſent the odiouſneſs, and dilingenuity, and 
unreaſonableneſs of his Sin tohis mind,and muſe 
upon that endleſs happineſs he may arrive to, 
weigh the comforts and conlolations he may en- 
joy on this ſide Heaven, and God will encou- 
rage him, gather the Lambs with his arms, and 
carry them in his boſom, 7.e. proſper thote fin- 
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cere endeavours, and water them with the dew 
of his benedifQion, till the byaſs of the Soul 
is changed, and turned towards Heaven. $0 
true is that ſaying of Chriſt, Mazth 24.29. Tohim 
that hath, z.e: who jmproves the ſtock of grace, 
providence hath already conferred on him, ſhall 
be given, and he ſhall have more abundant, but from 
him that hath not, ſhall be taken away even that 
which he hath. L 

Conſideration is the Bed where the incorru+ 
ptible Seed 15 ſown, and on the ground thus pre- 


. pared, the Sun of Righteouſneſs doth ſhine, and, 


by his warmth, produces 1n the Soul all manner 
of pleaſant fruits, Cant. 7.13. Conſideration, 
like the Peo! of Betheſda, draws the great Angel 
of the Covenant down, who ltirs the Pool, and 
ives it a healing virtue, and 7mmedzately the 
lind receive their ſight, and the lame walk, and 
the lepers are cleanſed, and the dead are raiſed up. 
Matth.11 5 2D 
hat God hath ſometimes by miraculous 
means converted,and turned men from their irre- 
ligiouſneſs, and contempt of holineſs, we do not 
deny ; but though theſe miracles mighr be the 
occaſion of their Refqrmarion, it was ſtill Con- 
{ideration that digeſted theſe miraculous Pro- 
vider.ces,and engaged theſe men toenquire what 
they meant, and tor what end they were ſent, 
and how they ſhould eſcape if they negleed 
ſo: great a falvation. Tt was this made them ar- 
gue, that as theſe Calls were great, and full of 
wonder, fo they challenged entertainment and 


ſub- 
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ſubmiſſion, anſwerable to ſo great a mercy. Tc 
was this made them ſee the love of God, and 
' wonder whence it ſhould be, that God ſhould 
over-look ſo many thouſands,and knock ar their 
Gates; paſs by Palaces, and be content to take 
up his Reſt in their poor Habitations. It was 
this made them ponder, that after ſuch Admo- 
nitions and Exhortations from Heaven, there 
was noſtanding ftill,and that contempr of ſuch 
extraordinary Providences, mult needs fall very 
heavy on the Soul one day, and fink it into 
the nethermoſt Hell ; upon which Confidera- 
tions and Expoſtulations, they reſolved to cloſe 
with Chriſt, and with the terms of the Goſpel. 
Miracles, not improved by Confideration,would 
make but little impreſſion on the heart, like the 
ſeed that fell upon the Rock, Piety might fud- 
denly ſpring up, but for want of Root, would 
ſoon wither away. Conſideration is that,which 
affects the Soul with them, makes it concerned, 
cryes, Be gone, and aſtoniſhes into Reformation. 
Hence it was, that the Jews, who conſidered nof 
Gods deſign in the Miracles they ſaw, remained 
as obſtinate asever, whereas had they by Con» 
ſideration dived into the care God took to con- 
vince them, there would not have been greater 
Saints under the Cope of Heaven. 

But all this will more fully appear, if we can 


prove, That without Conſideration, Conver- 


fion,or Reformation of Life, cannot but be coun- 
terfeir z Converſion being a change of the whole 
Man, and loving God better than the World, 
or minding Heaven more than Earth, an im- 


&« - 
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mortal | | 
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mortal Soul more than a frail dying Body, 
there can nothing be imagined, under God, more 
likely to prevent our being deceiv'd with a form 
of Godlineſs, than Conſideration : That the 
Devil very ordinarily transforms -himlelf into 
an Angel of Light,and impoſes upon our minds 
by ſhadows of Virtues; as it is his intereſt, ſo 
it 1s a thing as commonas our yielding to tem- 
ptations of that nature. Daily experience is a 
ſufficient witneſs, how Men deceive themſelyes 
with a varniſh and paint of Piety, and flatter 
themſelves, thar they are ordain'd to eternal 
Life, andin a way to thoſe Regions of Bliſs, when 
they are. not: Becauſe they acknowledge and 
profeſs, that God, is infinite, perteCt, glorious, 
and the Supreme Governour of the World, and 
that in him welive, and breathe, and have our 
Bang ; and that it's he,that rules the great wheel 
of Providence ; they conclude they love him 
better than their Riches or Pleaſures here, when 
they do-nothing leſs, indeed no more but what 
Parrots may do,which, being taught, can repeat 
the fame words, and be never the nearer that 
wildom, which makes men wiſe unto ſalvation. 
We ſee how men, becauſe they have no inclina- 
tion to ſome groſs notorious Sins that other men 
are guilty of , are apt to conclude , that they 
mortifie their Luſts, and put ot the works of 
Darkneſs, walking {oberly as 1n the day time ; 
and becauſe they frequent the Temple of the 
Lord, they are preſently true hearers of the 
Word. We {ec how the Harlot, Prov. 7:14. 


becauſe * 


| 
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_ 1s made in Exrepe, for China, be a cheat, then 
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becauſe ſhe had paid her Vows, and hath Peace. 
Offerings with her, perſuades herſelf, that ſhe 
is a great proficient in Religion, and the Phari/ce 
did not think -himſelf a quarter ſo bad as the 
Publican, becauſe he paid Tithes of all he had, 
and was no Extortioner orAduſlterer:; Becauſe 
ſuch a man is not drunk'every day, but is ſober 
now and then, he believes himſelf to be a very 
temperate man. Another, becauſe he doth qort 
cheat ſo notoriouſly as his er; optees; - 
he is juſt, honeſt, upright,and fair in his dealings. 


Another, becauſe he works hard in his Calling, %,, | 


L i! 


and dothno body wrong,fancies he doth all that's 
fit for a Chriſtian to do. Another,becauſe he hath 
ſometimes a goad thought of God, and can ſend 
up a ſhort ejaculation to heaven,is very confident 
he meditates and contemplates the Almighty: 
Another, becauſe he hath ſome faint breathings 
after him, knows nothing to the contrary, but he 
is as zealous for God's glory, as any of his ac- 
quaintance can be. Another, becauſe he hath now 
and then a melancholy thought of his fins, and 
confeſſes them to Almighty God, concludes he 
doth repent as well as the beſt 3 and becauſe 
he often wiſhes for ſalvation, and hath a good 
opinion of holineſs and goodneſs, he doubts not 
but he is made partaker of the Divine Nature. 

That theſe are Cheats and Deluſjons, 1s evi- 
dent to any rational man. If a Mountebank's 
giving you common Sand for powder of Pearls, 


| © . Ora Tradeſman's ſelling you Czder for Wine, or a 


Merchant's ſending you earthen Ware, ſuch as 
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certainly theſe are cheats,and the greater cheats, 
*becauſe they are in matters of greater value. The 
Goſpel doth not offer Heaven on theſe terms, 
and it is not partial, but univerſal,Obedience that 
Chriſt requires of his followers. He is reſolved 
Heaven ſhall coſt them more than thele little 
Tervices come to, and they ſhall not impoſe up- 
on God, however they may deceive themſelves. 
But then, how {ſhall theſe, or any other cheats, 
be diſcovered and avoided, but by Confidera- 
tion ? True Converſion conſiſts in reſiſting and 
conquering ſuch Deluſions, but how ſhall the 
be reſiſted, if they be not known ? How ſhall 
They be known, if men conſider not, whether 
the courſe they take, be either agreeable to the 
way God hath preſcribed, or like to bring them 
to that happineſs they aim at? 

Its Conlideration muſt manifeſt, which is God, 
and which is the Cloud; which is Go/a,and which 
is but Gi/z; which are the Waters of Jordan, 
and which are the Rivers of Damaſcus ; which 
is the Corn, and which are: the Tares ; which 
are the fiery Tongues, and which 1s the Glow- 
worm Light; which are Jacob's hands,and which 
are the hands of Eſas. 
 Therearenota few ſins, which look very much 
ke Virtues ; complying with Men's Impieties, 
looks ſo like Humility 3 A/o/oz's hypocrify, ſo 
tike humanity, and civility ; J-4#'s treachery, 
ſo like friendſhip, and candor ; Simon Magm's 
falſhood, ſo like true believing 3 Ju44's cove- 


touſneſs, ſo like care of the poor ; Fnanrry | = 
Lie 
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like. that Charity which bears all things, and 


hopes all things, and believes all things, and | 


endures all things; reviling again,when weare 
reviled, ſolike doing Juſtice; Worldly-minded- 
neſs, ſo like providing for our Families ; 510g 


for profit-ſake, ſo like a work of neceflity, and 


ſelt-preſervation 5 and bearing a grudge to him” 


that hath offended us, without diſcovering it 
in our actions, ſo like curbing our Paſſions, that 


few men will think themſelves concern'd to part 


with them, except they conſider, which is the 
pure, and which the Tophiſticate,Metal. 


How like ſaving-knowledge doth that know- 


ledge of God look, which puffs up the Soul, 
and tempts Men to deſpiſe others, that are not 
arrived to the ſame meaſure of the ſtature of 
the fulneſs of Chriſt? There is no diſtingut- 


ſhing of them, but by the effeCts,and how ſhall 


the effefs be diſcriminated , but by Confidera- 


tion? TI cannot avoid being deceived, if I do 


not ſit down and refle& ; Lord? I pretend to 
knowledge of the Croſs of Chriſt, but doth 


this knowledge make me humble and vile in 
mine own eyes? Doth it diſcover to me my. 


ſpiritual Poverty, and make me prefer others 
before my ſelf? Doth it make me prize Chriſt 


above all? And doth it engage me #0 count alt 


things droſs and dung, for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt? Doth it make me ſta 


nd un- 
der the Croſs of Chriſt, and breathe and pant 


after his precious blood, like a man truly ſen-' 
{ible both of the worth and want of it ? Doth' 


it 


70 Lhe Gzeat Law 

it produce that mizd in me, which was in Chriſt 
Feſws 2 Doth it fill me with holy Ardors to be 
made partaker of his Holineſs ? Doth it make 
me wonder at the myſtery, and glory in that 
which to the Fews is a ſtumbling block, and 
to the Greeks tooliſhnelſs ? Doſt thou feel this, 
O my Soul! How happy art thou, if thou art 
ſenſible of theſe operations 2 Do not deceive 
thy elf; doth not this knowledge thou pre- 
tendeſt to, make thee ſecure and careleſs? Doth 
it not make thee fit down contented without 
the life of Religion? Doth it not perſuade thee 
to believe, that thou art a Chriſtian, though 
thou doſt not imitate Chriſt in his holy life and 
converſation ? Does it not make thee proud 
and ſelf-conceited, and think raore highly of 
thy {elf than thou oughteſt to think, and, like 
the Phariſees, look between anger and ſcorn on 
thoſe that know not the Law ? if ſo, how is the 
knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus in thee? 

The ſame may be ſaid of Faith; it's Conlide- 
ration muſt ſeparate it from preſumption, and 
fatisfie me, whether it be of the true Eagle-kind 
or no; it's impoſſible to know, whether my Faith 
be of the right ſtamp or no, without 1 make 
ſuch inquiſition as this. Faith is a gift or fruit 
of the Spirit, which I am. apt to believe God 
hath bleſſed and enriched my Soul withall, and 
T thank him that I am not born a Heathen or 
Infidel. But what power hath my Faith upon 
my AﬀecCtions ? Doth it purifie my heart, and 
drive away thoſe lufts that have taken up _ 

reſis 
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reſidence there ? Doth it make me cut off my 
right hand, and pull out my right eye, whea 
they do offend me? Doth it make me live like 
a perſon that believes the Omanipreſence and 
Omniſcience of God ? Doth it make me, with. 
Abraham, ready to ofter up mine only Son, Sins 
as dear to me, as the darling Fruit of my Body? 
Is it of that force in my Soul, that it makes. 
me go contrary to mine inclinations, and obey. 
God, though I am in danger of Iofing my Place; 
and Office? Doth it make me do the truth, as 
well as give aſſent to it? Doth it make me 
cautious and afraid of offending that God, whom 
believe to be of purer eyes than to behold Ini- 
quity 2 Doth it make me embrace Chriſt, both 
as my Redeemer and Governour, both as my 
Saviour and my. King ? Doth it elevate my 
thoughts,and make me ſtudy how I ſhall advance 
God's Glory, and do much good in my genera- 
tion ? Doth it rouze my Soul from her ſlumber, 
and make me look and att like one concern'd 
and touch'd with a ſenſe of another life? Doth 
it work by love? And doth it drive me to give. 
God my deareſt and tendereſt love? Doth it 
work by charity too, by good works? And doth. 
it make me caſt my Bread upon the water, give 
_ freely and chearfully, though-I have no 
proſpeft, and ſee no probability of a recom- 
pence here on earth? Doth it make me deſpiſe 
the World, and overcome it, and uſe it only 
as my ſervant, while God alone is my Maſter * 
Doth it make me refilt the Devil, and grapple 
I wit 
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with Powers and Printipalities, with the Rulers of 
Darkneſs, and with ſpiritual Wickedneſſes in high 
places? 'Epheſ. 6. v2. Doth it make me pray 
with fervency and importunity ? Doth it tran- 
ſport my Soul into raviſhments, upon the ſight 
of yonder glorious things God hath laid up, 
and prepared for thoſe that love him? Doth it 
make me rejoyce in that Saviour I have not 
ſeen, with Þ unſpeakable, and full of glory ? 
Doth it in oc boldneſs and courage into my 
Soul to ſtand up for God, when I either hear 
his Name profaned, or ſee his Creatures fearful- 
ly abuſed ? Doth it make me, with Phzees, run 
in, and ſtem the ſtrong current of Iniquity, and, 
with Paul and Barnabas, angry at the improper 
honour Men are going to offer me ? Does it 
make me truſt God in adverſity, even then when 
the Fig-tree doth not bloſſom, when there i no fruit 
in the Vine, when the labour of the Olive fails, 
and the Field does yield no meat 5 when the Flock 
i cut off from the Fold, and when there are no 
Heras in the Stalls ? Hab. 3.17; Doth it make 
'me take notice of God's gracious Dealings and 
Providences, and admire God's Wiſdom and 
Greatneſs, and Power, and Goodneſs in all ? 
Doth it make me prize the Promiſes of the Go- 
ſpel above all Riches, and doth it make me wil- 
ling to ſuffer for Chriſt > Rejoyce, O my Soul ! 
if Faith hath thus warm'd thy heart, and if thou 
findeſttheſe footſteps of God withinthee! Theſe 
are Ornaments fit for thee to appear in before 
the great Tribunal. On the other fide, what 

| t calc, 
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eaſe, what quiet canſt thou enjoy, if thy Faith 
be dead, and dull, and unactive 3 it itdoth nor 
touch thy Tongue with a Coal from the Altar, 
and doth not make thee break forth into Cele- 
brationis and Admiration of the heighth, and 
breadth, and length, and deptlr of the love of 
God? If thou feelcſt no' Holy Force to ſhake 
offevery weight, and every {in which doth fo 
eaſily beſet thee 3 If thy Faith does not make 
thee ſtand upon thy watch, and break through - 
all diſcouragements and oppoſitions, to obtain 
the end of thy Faith, eventhy Salvation ; If it 
doth not ingks thy corruptions abate, and thy 
extravagant Deſires and Paſſions fall, if it beſo 
faint that thy Hands grow weak, and thy Knees 
feeble,that thy Graces languiſh, and thy Good- 
neſs dwindles away 3 If thy Sins grow ſtrong 
under the ſhadow of it, and the rod of iniquit 
bloſſoms and bears fruit: Tf it doth not' chaſe 
diſcontent in a great mealurefrom thy thoughts, 
and doth not give thee bowels of compathon 
to Miniſters,to the Servants of God, to Chriſt's 
diſtreſſed Members; if it doth drive thee into 
Heaven, into Contemplations of a Glorious 
Eternity which ſhall make amends for all the 
lolles, troubles, perils, miſeries, and difficulties 
thou undergoeſt here 3 if it doth not make thee 
prefer Chriſt's Honour and W1ll, before theyain 
allurements of Fleſh and Blood ; - and the fo- 
ciety ofthoſe who delight in God, before fami. 
liarity with the richeſt and greateſt, who caft 
God's Laws behind them ; if 1t works no patt- 
H ENCE 
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ence inaMittions,no Humility,no Selt-denial, no 


. meeknels.under Curſes,and Injuries,and Perſecu- 


tions; nocouragetoſtand up for God, and for his, 
Glory, no delight in, the -Word and Ways of 
God, no: ſincere -endeavours to praiſe what 
thou heareſt, no reliſh in Spiritual things, no 


Holy revenge upon thy Corruptiqns, no Indig- 


nation/again{t thy former Sins, no. Carefulneſs 
to pleaſe, God, no vehement, Deſires, after him 
whois fairer than the Children of Men. 

Faith, thus conlider'd; if it be _Lut a painted 
Fire, will quickly betray it ſelf ;, and- Conlide- 
ratgion will ſoon give.an Item tothe finner, that 
this is no good ſoundation to build, Eternal Sal- 
vation-0n, | This will blow away. che Chaff, and 
ſhew.how- little good Corn there 'was in that 
rubbiſh.” This will melt all the Droſs' and Tin 
away, and diſcoyer,. how little of-the purer 
metle there was inthelump. This will make all. 
the idrofhie . part evaporate, and , let, you ſee 
whether there be any thing of ſubſtance at the 
bottom. In this manner, we are-oblig'd to pro- 
ceed in our Prayers and Supplications. Con- 
lideration muſt acquaint us, whether it be the 
defires of our Hearts, or the defires-of our Lips 
only; that we offer unto God ; whether 1t be 
a deep ſenſe of out Spiritual Wantsand Neceſli- 
ties, and of the Greatneſs, Vajelty, Purity, Ho- 
lineſs, Mercy, and Goodneſs of God that makes 
us pray 3.0r Cuſtom,and Education, and. Civility 
to our unruly Conſciences ? | = 

So in our .Diſtributions to the Neceſlities of 

| | others, 


f Conſideration, 
others, Cafſideration muſt acquaint ys, wher 
ther we giye [enough or. no, whether we ful-, 
fil the Rules, 'Chriſt- and, his Apoſtles have-de- 
liver'd concerning it, and! whether it be, Vain- 
glory and the applauſe of Men,. that makes; us 
both liberal, and ſpeak of our liberality,--or-an 
honeſt deſign to advance the Glory of God, and' 
the good. of our Neighbour2... Whether that. 
which pits us upon giving, be compaſſion, and 
tenderneſs,- or a deſire to; be rid of the.imppre- 
tunate petitioner > Whether, it: is our ;yearning, 
Fowels, or fear of being ill ſpoken of by;other. 
Os engages us to ſuch, offices-of, Huma-' 
Mey o:! id 2 PP 23254) it AIC! 
.-(S0/in Faſting, Conſideration muſk acquaint 
us,, whether it be the outward performance we 
do'regard more;;than the inward frame%ot the 
Soul?: Whether it be a real; ſincere -Rgſalucion 
to! mortifie Sin; that engages us to'thisſeverity, 
or an intear of giving God {atisfattion for the 


x 
: 


_ aftronts we. haye offter'd him; and whether:the 


auſterity makes Sin truly bitter to us, and works 
an Eternal deteſtation of it in our Hearts; or whe- 
ther it diſpoſes us to fall on afreſh, and tempts 
us upon the credit of that piece of Mortification, 
to venture intonew Sins -and-Enormities ? 

So in our Zeal for God, Conſideration muſt 
acquaint us, whether we are more paſſionate in 
things, which concern the Honour of God, than. 
in promoting of our own intereſt ; whether 1£ 
be a Zeal according unto knowledge and kind- 
led by the Sunof Righteouſneſs ; or furious, and 

H 2 lighted 
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__ by the flames of the burning Lakes 
whether 1t be ſingularity, peevithneſs, ſpleen, 
and malice, that makes us hot, or deliberate pon- 
_— the affront, that's put on the Divine 
Majeſty. And whether we are zealous for the 
greater, as well as for the leſſer, matters of the 
Law, for Judgment, Faith, and Mercy, as well 
as = paying Tythe of Mint, and Cummin, and 
Aniſe? | 

_ Without Conſideration, our Souls muſt ne- 
ceſſarily remain under very great darknefs and 
miſtakes, and conſequently run the hazard of 
being cheated in the work of Converſion. How 
ſhould theſe Cheats be diſcover'd, but by our 
Reaſon? How ſhall our Reaſon judge of them, 
but by Conſideration ? For Conſideration calls 
them to an account, lays them open, examins 
their riſe and progreſs, diſcovers them to be 
droſs, and {pies out the danger they involve the 
Soul in, and by that means works1t intoa faith- 
ful reſolution to take another courſe. 


of Conlideration; 


CHAP. IV. 


Of the various Impediments and Remora's of Cone 
ſfpderation. Mex fancy greater difficulty in't, 
than there is indeed, Are continually employ'd 
about ſenſual Objeits. Loth to part with their 
Sins. Ignorant of the pleaſure. of Conſider ation. 
Reflect upon the danger of loſing their unlaw- 
ful gain. Fear they ſhall fall into Melancholy, 
or go diftraed with ſo much ſeriouſneſs. Are 
opinion, that Converſion, in that ſenſe the 

cripture ſpeaks of it, is needleſs. Miſtake 
the nature of Conſideration. Are diſcouraged 
by evil company. Neg let conſulting with M - 
niſters about this neceſſary work. Delude them- 
ſelves with the Notion of Chriſt's dying for the 
ferns of the World. 


Onſideration, a Duty ſo great, ſo noble, ſo 
neceſlary, one would think ſhould find 
{utable entertainment with all Menthat pretend 
to reaſon, or wiſdom, or diſcretion; For in not 
giving it reſpect, and veneration, they call their 
own Reaſon 1n queſtion,diſparage their Wiſdom, 
and pive juſt occaſion to their Neighbours to 
{uſpeCct, that diſcretion is a lower, which never 
yo in their Garden; the Gueſt being ſo bene- 
cial, who can imagin to the contrary, but 
every Man will ſpread open his doors, and let 
| H 3 It 
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itin? How? Lock the gatesagainſt a good Anz 
gel? Keep out a Meſſenger that brings glad ti= 
dings ? Darken the room that I may not ſee the 
Sun 2 Conſideration, that direqs me, how I may 
be a Friend of God, get room 1n his boſome, 
" fing with Angels,triumph with Seraphims, fit at 
the' right hand of a Glorified Redeemer, ſtand 
before the Throne of God, ſerve him day and 
night in his Temple, ahd be freed from all poſ- 
ſibility of Sin and Miſery, from all diſcontent 
and Wn vg of Spirit 1s it poſſible, a Mefſen- 
ger of that Worth, and Beauty, and Excellency, 
canwant a Lodging? 1s ir poſlible,it ſhould fare 
no better than the GREAT FTESUS, be 
deſtitnte of a place where to lay its head ? Is it 
poſſible, Men fhould deal with 1t, as the inhabi- 
fants' off Sodom did with the three Heavenly 
Meffengers,thar enter*d into Lot's Houſe ? Quar- 
rel with it2abuſeit ? offer violence to it ? bean- 
gry at it's harmleſs language? ſhew their ſpleen 
againif that, whoſe Preſence preſerves them from 
being conſumed? And which, while it isamong 
them, ſtzys the hand of Heaven, [the hand of the 
deſtroying Angel, that they Ser not 2 Does 
not',every Man deſire to be happy ? Did ever 
any 'Man hate his ownflleſh 2 Was ever any Man 
1m TI6ve with Torment ? Is it not '£very Man's 
Intereſt to ſtady how to. prevent it? 'And then 
ſure, ''Confideration 'cafmot but. have the love 
and embraces of all perſons, thit do not wake 
ſport with rafting Totrkns and death, and ar- 


roms, Prov.26,18, 19." 
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ld do 
or Sublimate, or Night- his will oblige 


would infallibly ar them. It's natural 
tor Mea to enquire into, the -reaſons' of apy. .de- 


cay: If a Tree do not..thrive, if Flowers do 


wither inthe Bud, if a Child do not grew. or 
it the Water of a Riyer.fails, the firſt thing we 
do, is, to enquire where the ſtop is, and what 
the cauſes of the defett are, and why things. do 
not proſper according, to expeCtation #, And he 
that hath a Vineyard in x very fruitful Hill, Kea 
tences it, and gathers the ſtones out of it, and 
plants it with the choiceſt Vine, and builds a 
Tower 1n the midſt of ir, and makes a Wines 
preſs therein, may well ask the queſtion, 1here- 
fore when I looked rhat it ſhould bring forth orapes, 
brought it forth wild grapes ? Iſa. 5. 1,2,3,4. 

The clogs and impediments of Conſideration 
arc numberleſs, for indeed it's the Devils ſtudy 
and contrivance day and-night, which way to 
prevent 1it.. Where a per{qg dares extricate him- 
iclf from.theſnares ot ſenſe, and; venture upon 
this wark,; the Enemy juſtly fears he ſhall loſe 


a Subje&; ;-and. a Soul will be. ſnatcht out of 
bis clutches, and he ſhall not be able to hold 
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the ſinner in his Egypr, or hinder him from ſacri- 
ficing tothe Lord his God. He dreads this Land 
of Goſhen; and to ſee people walk that way, 
. makes him fret and ſtorm. It grates upon his 
| Spirits to behold a ſinner ſet his face towards 
Feruſalem, he cannot endure to ſee the Diſciples 
on mount Tabor ; An I/aack that's going to me- 
ditate, isa Thorn in his Eyes, and, being a Spirit 
that lives upon Ezvy, enjoys his malice, and finds 
his greateſt ſatisfaQtion in deſtroying mens Souls; 
we mult ſuppoſe he leaves 'no ſtone unturn'd, 
no {tratagem untry*d, no means unattempted,to 
hinder Men from a ſerious recolleCtion of their 
Thoughts and Imaginations. And no Husband- 
man can be ſuppoſed to ſet more traps, or in- 
vent more pitfals, or deviſe more ſnares for ver- 
min and rapacious Animals, than this Sophiſter 
lays to divert the ſtreamof Mens Thoughts intoa 
Cane of contemptible, -and impertinent obs 
es. 
There is ſuch Beauty , ſuch Lovelineſs in the 
ways of God, notwithſtanding the courſe out- 
ſide, that ſhould a perſon, by ſerious Conſide- 
ration, be tempted to lift up the Veil, and ſee 
what is behindit; remove the Sackcloth and 
Aſhes, and take a view of that which is under- 
neath; apen the Iron gate, and behold the Gold 
within ; unlock the Cabinet, and ſee the Jewels 
therez he would moſt certainly beraviſh'd with 
the ſight, and not ftay one hour longer iz the 
chambers of death. This the Devil knows 3 he 
is ſenſible, that Conlideratian is a Tree of hs 
| Fere: 
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therefore, left Men put forth their hands and 
take of the Tree, and eat, and live for ever, we 
may rationally believe, he'll croſs their endea- 
vours to the uttermoſt ; ſo that we may ſuppoſe 
as many impediments of Conſideration, as the 
Devil can invent ſtumbling-blocks to throw in 
the way to this Duty : However,let's take a view 
of ſome of the principal. 


I. The fancied difficulty of it. T ſay, fancied, 
for there isnot that hardſhip in't, Men imagine. 
But ſuch enemies are the generality of Men to 
their own happineſs, that they will fancy dif- 
ficulties in things they are loth todo, and they 
therefore cry out, That they are hard, and not 
tobe compaſſed, but with infinite deal oftrouble, 
becauſe they would be excus'd from the perfor- 
mance or practiſe of them. It's ordinary for 
School-boys to plead difficulty of the Task their 
Maſter ſets them, when they havea greater mind 
to play than to learn ; much like So/omor's {loth- 
ful Man, Prov. 26.13. There i a Lion in the way, 
there is a Lion inthe ſtreets. Vain Man! there 
are no Lions but in his own brain, no conſi- 
derable difficulties but what are of his own ma- 
king. Sq here, Men fancy, that this ſerious Con- 
ſideration of their ways, isa thing which none 
but Scholars,and Men of Learning ean reach,and 
none are obliged to mind but Men of Letters, 
and ſuch asare Bookiſh, and read much, and have 
large capacities, are Men of great judgment, and 
can wholly give or dedicate themlclyes to this 
$5 Study 3 
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Study; A conceit as falſe as God is true, and 
which we cannot refle&t upon without indig- 
nation. For common experience refutes it. .The 
meaneſt Artificers that arc,Men that cannot read 
one word, Servants of the loweſt Form, the poor- 
eſt perſons alive, Men whoſe Fortune is as.low as 
their Learning, do arriveto this Art, and there- 
tore that plea deſerves to be hiſs'd at 3 what is 
done, may be done again; and if anlcaragnef 
norant, illiterate Men do: very. often make 


conſiderable: , progreſs in. it, there is no doubt 


but the thing .1s poſſible and praQticable, and 
there wants nothing but willingneſs'to ma- 
ſter -it. 
There is no Man that's ſenfible, that Gold is 
better than Glaſſes and Rattles, or that Pearls 
ought to be priz'dand valu'd more than Pebbles; 
There is no man that 1s capable of apprehend- 
1ng,. that three and three make {1x, or can con- 
trive and plot, which way a dangerous Pond, 
or dreadful Fire may beavoided, but may con- 
ſider, whether the things the Scripture LEE 
of be true or no, whether the promiſes and 
threatnings of the Gofpel are things that be- 
long to him, or noz whether he lives up to the 
Precepts of Chriſt, or no, and what will be the 
conſequence of his contempt of Mercy, and what 
may be the means .oicicaping the wrath to come, 
and-whether anendicis Glory be not infinitely 
better than a tew hours Pageantry, and ever- 
laftipg enjoyment ,more ſatisfactory than mo- 
Ib | mentary 
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mentary Pleaſures, and Eternal: Reſt more de- 
firable than a tranſitory titillafion? by 
« 'What difficulty is there in this Confidetation, 
what Rocks, what Precipices are there here; that 
muſt be ventur'd on, to bring.it about ?” I ſee a 
whole ſtreet on fire, and am {truck into arniaze- 
ment, and catnot FE conſider, how dreadful. ever- 
naſfing Fire muft be? I can conſider, what a loſs 
it was to Fob to be depriv'd of his Sheep, and 
Camels, and; what is more, his Children, and laſt 
of all of his Health, and Eaſe, and Quiet; and 
cantiot IT confider, what a loſs it muſt be for me 
to loſe more, than all this comes to? I con- 
ſider; it's wotth ſitting up late, and riſing early, 
and running up and, down to get a liveliticod. : 
And cannot I conſider, how far more rational 
it is to ſweat, and toil, and labour for an ever- 
laſting Inheritance ? I can.confider with delight, 
how much eaſe arid content I ſhall enjoy when 
{ach an EftateT have the reverſian of, doth fall 3 
and cannot I conlider,how happy thoſe mult be, 
that after their patient continuance in well-do- 
ing,.ſhall be polſeſsd of Glory, and Honour, and 
Immortality, aiid Eternal Lite? I can conſider, 
how. pleaſant, how Glorious a thing it 15,to live 
in the good opinion of my Prince, under the 
imiles, and gracious Looks ofmy BenefaQtorzand 
cannot I confider, what a felicity; doth attend 
thetn , that enjoy the light -of God's Counte- 
nance ? ' Here's but changing the object. And I 
that can conſider, how difingenuous and ſordid 
a thing it isto aCQt againſt a Man, that hathrais'd 
oh me - 
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- me out of duſt, and advanc'd me to great digni- 
ty and preferment; cannot I confider, what 
baſeneſs and degenerous ingratitude it muſt be, 
to provoke that God who maintains me, and 


preſerves me, and without whom I cannot * 


breathe or move? I that can conſider the rea- 
{onableneſs of ſorrow and grief where I have 
offended, and done a dT injuy to My Su- 
perior ; cannot I conſider how juſt and equitable 
it is, when I look on that Saviour, whom my 
fins have pierc'd, to mourn as heartily as one that 
mourns for his only Son? 1 that can conſider, how 
{ad a thing it is to ſit in a Dungeon, depri- 
ved of the comfortable beams of the Sun, and 
what is more, of the Society of all Lovers, and 
acquaintance,in an enemies Country, where my 
food is ſuch as Dogs would refuſe to eat, and 
the ſtench round about me intolerable, cannot 
I conſider how dreadful it will be one day to 
be everlaſtingly ſhut out from the enjoyment 
of that light, which refreſhes the Souls and Bo- 
dies of glorified Saints for ever, and to be thruſt 
into a diſmal Priſon, whence I muſt come out 
no more; till I have paid the uttermoſt farthing ? 
Why ſhould not my underſtanding ſerve me to 
conſider the one as well as the other ? Spiritual 


_ are the moſt adequate and moſt proper 


objets of my underſtanding. They are the pro- 
per fuel for that flame which cheriſh and. feed 
it, and make.it riſe, and ſoar to Heaven. What 
ever concerns proviſion for the fleſh, or this 
preſent life, is but a ſecondary obje&, more by 
favour 
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favour and permiſſion, than by deſign. For 
God's deſign 1n giving us Trier Rar 1Dan was, 
that they might be Receptacles. of Spiritual 
Truths, Score-houſes of inviſible Treaſures. Con- 
trivances how we may get our bodily wants and 


_ neceſlities ſupplied, for ought 1 know, may be 


perform'd, and order'd by Senſe alone, without 
Reaſon, without this ſublime faculty of Under- 
ſtanding, as we ſee in Beaſts and ignobler Ani- 
mals, which, being ſtrangers to this priviledge, 
and directed only by Senſe, furniſh themſelves 
with necefſaries,conveniencies,and ſuperfluities: 
Go to the Ant, thou fluggard, m_— her ways, 
and be wiſe, which having no guide, overſeer, or 
ruler, provideth her meat in the Summer, und 
_— her food in the harveſt, Prov. 6. 6, 

7, 0. 

But what will not Men call difficult, if they 
are unwilling to do what they ſhould 2 How 
would Houſes be built? How would the Field 
be ſow'd > How would Harveſt be brought 1n, 
if Carpenters, and Husbandmen ſhould 'pre- 
tend difficulty? If Men will be droans; exs+ 
cuſes are ſoon found out. Our Underſtandings 
are quick enough to light upon evaſions, and 
I never knew any ſinner whoſe wits would not 


ſerve him toreaſon himſelf out of a known Du- 


ty. And of this nature is the pretence of hard- 
ſhip, Men alledge. And who ſees not, that this 
is but a ſhift to ſatisfy their Conſciences, that 
they may not twitch them for the omiſſion ; 
and they muſt have ſome plea, leſt they _ 
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fin bare-fac'd, and ſeem. to affront God with- 
qut cauſe. or inffigation. And indeed, this plea; 
is.a+true ſtroke;-Gh-the Devil,. for . though the. 
way} to deſtruttion'be far more, craggy, and in- 
finitely fuller of Precipices, thanthe way to life, 
witneſs Mens breaking through Jnfamy, the ha- 
tred of their Friends , the diſpleaſure of their 
Relations, the fences of Mpdeiſty, the ſcorn.of 
Angels, the indignation of a conſuming Fire, 
to: get at finz witnels the venturing ſomtimes 
their Fortunes, fomtimes their;Lives, ſomtimes 
their Reputation, ſomtimes, the ruine of their 
Families, to pleale the Devit; yet.the broad- 
wayibeing down, whereas the ſtrait is up, the 
hill, his perſuaſGenprevails the ſooner, that the 
former 1s, infinitely more facile and eaſy 5 and 
thus he aſperſes and ſceks to crack the Credit of 
this. ſpatleſs'' Y,irgin , Conſideration; the ;joy 
of Abgels, the epvy. of Devils, the gff-ſpring,of 
(God; and the great Ladder whereby Men muſt , 
elumb to Heaven, and: hard:1t,mulſt be, though 
nothing be. mare-eafie ; 'tis/a thing portable,and 
isalways to be had; its always in ieaſon, al- 
ways athand,'always within. call, no burthen 
in::a .Journey, mo load in a Voyage, Men may 
cagry, it with! them where-evor:they go ; when 
they are travelling, when they ftay at home ; .4n 
company, and.out at company 5'-when they are 
walking, when: they are ſitting down 3 when | 
they go robed, when they rife, ;; they need not 
run teyond-Sea to; tetch it,” nar. evolve many 
Books to: be:Maſters of it they'need not! fail 

itt 7 to 
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to the Antipodes. to compals it, 'nor dig undef - 
round to find it ; they need not ranſack the 
Fades toenrich themſelves with it, nor venture 
Ship-wracks to bring it home; they need not 
kll Lands'and Houſes to purchafe” it, nor. rt 
the Hazard of Sword and Fireto ſecure ir ; they 
need not clamber Mountains to pofleſs it;,* nor 
wade through Rivers to inherit it, They carty 
this Treaſure in their Hearts,and it muſt he mete 
ſluggiſhneſs if they let it lie there, and make no. 
uſe of it. The fre is hid under'the aſhes, a 
they need but ſtir it, and blow it,, and it wil 
ſoon flame out ; and God hath'made the Duty fo 
eaſe on purpoſe, that. Men might not be = 
ded by the Devil -into a belief of its. impoſhi- 
bility. Strange ſtupidity 7 they do nat thinFir 
hard to carry Talents of Lead, or Mountajns 
of Sin on their Backs, and yet they think Cont 
fideration hard ; even that Confideration, which! 
like a faithful Friend, would'tefl them how x6 
be rid of that heavy load they bear, a load; 
which would immediately fink thera into Hell, 
but that the Devil puts under his Shoulder,” and 
helps them to carry it, and fp they feel it not. 
They do not think it hard to dig into Hell, and 
yet they think Conſideration hard; which would 
teach them a way how toquench that fire. They 


do not think it hard to be qppreſs'd by a.mgſt 


bloody Uſurper, and yet they think Confide- 
ration hard, which would ſhew them how they 
might ſhake off that yoke, which neither they 


nor their Forefathers were ever able to, pi 
| Loo 
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Look how laborious the Prieſts of Baal are 
the Worſhip of their God? They cut themſelves 
with Lancets,till the blood gufh out upon them 
They do not think it hard to bleed, yet think 
it hard to leave Fornication. The Idolaters, E/. 
44. 12, 13, {ce what pains they take. The Smith 
with the Tongs both worketh in the coals, and fa- 
_ i _— hammers, and worketh it with the 
rength of his arms, yea, he is hunpry, and his 
rene Zim he drinks no ng i faint, 
The Carpenter ſtretcheth out his Rule, he marketh 
it out with a Lineghe fitteth it with Plains he mark- 
eth it out with the Compaſs, and maketh it after 
the figure of 4 man, according to the Beauty of 
a man, that it may remain in the Houſe. This they 
do not think hard, yet think Self-denial in a 
beloved Paſiion hard, a true emblem of all 
., -unconverted ſinners 1n general. They do not 
> think it hard to obey every little Slave, every 
filly Luſt, every common Soldier, in that Camp, 
of which themſelves might be the Generals; and 
yet they think Conſideration hard, which would 
free them from that Tyranny,and acquaint them 
with a way,how they might be Kings and Prieſts 
unto God, and ſhine as the Stars in the Firma- 
ment for ever. 

O Men unwile, and ſlow of Heart, to believe 
all that the Prophets have ſpoken ; you thar 
have courage to meetan Army in the field, and, 
to ule Fob's expreſſion, have confidence to laugh 

at the glittering ſpear and the ſhield, Job. 39. 23. 


you that have courage to plow the Sea, to face 
1 2 
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a Canon, to mock a ſhower of Arrows, to ſtand 
a Volly of Shot,-to fight Duels, to expoſe your 
Lives, to lay Siege to a-Fort, to endure the noiſe 
of Guns, to hear the claſhing of Swords, tolie 
on the cold Ground many nights together, or to 
have an Arm or Leg cut off, to preſerve the 
ſounder parts of your Bodies ;. you that have 
Courage to do all this, and do not think it hard; 
ſhall you thiak Conſideration hard 2 Even that 
Conſideration, that would make you live like 
Men, and free you from the rubbiſh, the lapſed 
poſterity of Adam lies groaning under : You that 
do things every day almoſt much harder, and 
much more difficult than Conſideration is, wilt - 
you {cruple that which may be perform'd with 
greater eaſe, and which you are more obliged 


to, than adventuring on the Dangers I have 
mention'd ? | "7 


IT. Impediment. 


| I. Love of the World, and'being continually 
employ'd about ſenſual objetFs, This is another 
impediment of Conſideration. And indeed we 
need not wonder to fee men'negle@tful and cares 
leſs of this great and neceſlary-work, when the 
World takes up their hearts, and engrofles their: 
afteEions ; when we ſee how. all their Plots, 
Deſigns, Contrivances, Deſires are for the World, 
and when they mind only  fleſhly things, as' the: 
Apoſtle DR it, Phil. 3.19. This was welb 
exprefied by the ancient Parable, in which a 
I Traveller 
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Traveller is repreſented, fleeing from the fierce- 
neſs and rage of an Unicorn, but as he flees, he 
falls into a Pit, and rolling down lays hold on the 
bough of a Free, and now thinks himſelf ſecure 


from all danger. But as he looks about, he be- 


holds two Moles corroding the root of the Tree, 
he holds by, and underneath him a Dragon ſpit- 
ting fire, and threatning to deyour him ; and 
on both ſides of him, four Serpents hiffing, and 
inthe midſt of all this danger ſome Honey trick- 
ling down from the Tree, with the ſweetneſs 
of which, and agrecableneſs to his Palate, he 
is ſo taken and raviſh'd, that he forgets his Fears, 
and rejoyces, though ſurrounded with fo many 
implacable Enemies. The Unicorn is Death, 
The Pit is the World, The Tree Mans life, The 
two Moles Day and Night, The four Serpents 
the four Elements Man is compos'd of, The Dra- 
gon is the Devil, and the Honey voluptuouſ- 
neſs, or the {weetnels and pleaſures of the 


World. 
What I mean by the World, none can be ig- 


norant of, that hath either read what wiſe men 


have written concerning it, or hath heard the 
Word of the Goſpel ſounding in his ears ; For 
indeed, it's not the leaft part of our Commiffion 
to dehort and diſſuade men from fixing their 
afteftions on theſe ſublunary ObjeQs, and but 
that continual inculcating of the ſame thin 


would make our Auditors nauſeate the moft 
. whollome Leſſons, 'we could not do them great- | 


er 


of Conſideration, —=o7x - 
er ſervice, 'than by making ſuch Dehortations 
the perpetual ſubject of our Sermons, 

All thar is in the World, is the /sſt of the fleſb, 
and the luft of the eyes, and the pride of life, faith 
the great Divine, x Jch. 2. 16. Whatever out- 
ward object ſerves to gratifie ſenſe, whatever 
here below is moſt commonly deſired and luſt- 
ed after, what ever makes for ſatisfaftion of the 
fleſh, or of our ſenſual appetite, all is compre- 
hended under this name. - LY 

And indeed it is with theſe worldly comforts, 
2$1t 15 with the Garden of Edex ; ſome are for 
food, ſome for trial ; ſome to keep our Bodies ſer- 
viceable to our Souls ; ſome to prove our Souls, 
whether they'll reſt on theſe broken Reeds, cr 
ſeek reſt and acquieſcence 1n him, that is the 
Creator of all. And accordingly the Almighty 
thought fit to limit the uſe of theſe ecrelivinh 
Felicities, and to ſignifie in his Word, that his 
intent in giving them, was, that they ſhould be 
our ſervants, not our maſters ; that he deſign'd 

em as advantages to us, not hinderances, in- 
dmiring and adoring the immenſe goodneſs 
and bounty of God, and that he appointed them 

for our uſe no farther, than they woukd ſerve 
to promote his glory, and the eternal felicity 
of our immortal Souls. This the Saints of old 
underſtood, who therefore were very ſparihg 
in the uſe of theſe outward Comforts, 'for fear” 

of being deluded by them into Fondneſs's Na 
ſome ſo dreaded falling in love with-theſe a 
lectives, that they did —_— deny themſelves 
2 il 
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in the uſe of them, as St. " ay the Baptiſt, who 
' had no houſe but the Deſert, no chamber, but 
the hole of a Rock,; he ſowed not, neither 
did he reap, neither gather into Barns, he uſed 
no Wine, no Table, no delicious Couch, no Bed 
- made of the ſofteſt plumes ; his Form, his Table, 
and his Bedchamber were the cold ground. His 
Wild Fowl was Locuſts, his Cake wild Honey, 
the rich Cup, he drank in, the hollow of his 
hand, 'and his Wine was Water of the Neigh- 
bouring Brook. He took notice indeed cf the 
_ Creators Wiſdom in theſe outward objects, but 
was afraid to put them 1n his boſom, for fear, 
like Snakes warm'd by his vital heat, they ſhould 
ſting him into an Epidemical Sickneſs. But here 
we find Men generally live the reverſe of God's 
deſigns and intentions, and inſtead of uſing 
theſe viſible Comforts in order to a greater end, 
th&y make that their home, which was intended 
only for their Inn, and: are for erefting Ta- 
bernacles to dwell there, which God deſign'd 
only as a Thorowfare. | ' 
And to this unhappineſs, prepaſterous Edu- 
cation, which moſt men are ſubje& to, doth 
very much contribute. For whereas we ſhould 
be educated into Reaſon, and a. right appre- 
nenſicn of things we are uſually educated into 
ſenſe and deceptions ;- and thoſe:that have the 
. eare of 1us,--and ſhould teach us Self-denial in 
thele outward things, and by that means engage 
our Souls:to:fix.on nobler Obje&s, do commonly 
preſent us with nothing but ſenſual fatisfaCtions. 


All 
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All their Diſcourſes to us are of the World, and: 
of the Magnificence, Greatneſs, Splendor, and 
raviſhing AſpeRts af thefe outward Gateties ; and 
thefirſt Principles they teach us,are how to pleale 
Senſe, and to pamper our Appetite z and though 
now and then they teach us ſome little Notions 
of Divinity, yet it is in ſuch a ſenſual way, that 
it amounts to no more, than a Formality and Dt- 
vertiſement, - and being a thing that's taught by 
the by, it makes little or no impreſſhon upon our 
AﬀeCtions. The firſt thing we ſhould be taught, 
ſhould be poverty in the midſt of plenty, and | 
the art of being contented without carnal eaſe 
and fatisfaCtion,of bearing injuries and reproach- 
es, of doing things contrary to our natural de- 
ſires, and of deſpiling all things that make for 
the pampering of the fleſh. We ſhould be edu- 
cated into a love of Sackcloth and Aſhes, and 
doing that'which fleſh and blood hath the great- 
eſt averſion from. So the ancient Chriſtians 
taught their children, and thar made them ſuch 
excellent Saints, but our fi:{t inſtructions are : 
things of a diftcrent nature. This fine Coach, 
and thoſe rich Trappings. This curious Garden, 
and that commodious Seat. This necklace of 
Pearl, and that gliſtering Diamond. This French 
diſh, and that pungent ſauce. This ſilk Coar, , 
and that velvet Cap. This mans ſtately Train, 
and the others ſplendid Retinue. This mans fea- 
thers, and the others coſtly veſtment. Theſe 
are the things, we are firſt of all in{trudted ro 
g41ze 0n, and to worſhip. 

| I 3 But 
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But whatever diſadvantages Mea lie under up- 
on the account of their ſenſual Education, one 
would think, when they come to the full uſe of 
their reaſon, and are capable of underſtanding 
the vanity, emptineſs, unconſtancy of theſe low- 
er objeCts, and of apprehending that they were 
only intended- as Ladders, to raiſe them into 
contemplations of their great BenefaCtor in Hea- 
ven, when they arrive to this ripeneſs of under- 
ſtanding, come out of their Apprenticeſhip, ſet 
up for themſelves, become, as it were, their 
own Maſters, and enter upon the poſſefſion of 
that Eſtate, which before was managed by 0- 


- _ thers; one would think, I ſay, they ſhould then 


begin (as there 1s commonly an alteration of our 
temper, upon the alteration of our conditions 
and fortunes) to reCtifie thoſe ſenſual principles, 
which their Nurſes and Tutors have ſhed into 
them, and waſh away the ſtains thoſe fond Ma- 
ſters (as indeed men may be kilPd by kindneſles, 
and, like. that O/ympian Vidor, be ſtifled with 
Poſies,)) have unluckily imprinted on their 
Touls. 

But alas ! there are ſo very few, that having 
gone thus far, ſtop, and attempt to captivate 
their Appetites to the obedience of Reaſon and 
Religion, or ſeek to elevate their Souls above 
the dung and trouble of the World, according 
1othe intent of their Maker, that moſt men ſink 
Jeeper and deeper into the gulph of ſenſual de- 
fires, open the gates wider, make the door lar- 
ger for ſenſual fatisfaCtion to enter in ; nay, if 
| i 
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it be modeſt andloth to enter, compel it tocome 
tn, and give their ſpirits an infuſion of carnality 
water and keep warm the ſeed of worldly 1n- 
clinations, and find out ways to increaſe. their 
Thirſt, add heat to their Feaver, provoke their 
ſenſual appetite to enlarge irſelf as Hell,” and 
fearing they have not been ſufficiently, or faith- 
fully enough,inſtru&ted inthe enjoymeat of theſe 
worldly felicities, they try experiments and con- 
cluſions to find out new fſatisfattions, and thus 
plunge themſelves into the main. Sea, being 
charmed by the Sun-beams playing and glitter- 
ing upon the water, and curling of the waves ; 


and the impreffions which were made on the 


Wax, when ſoft and traftable, remain when it 
15 grown harder 3 and now by a continual hur- 
ry of worldly cares and buſineſſes, which the 

are content to admit of, they make their Sou 

the leaſt obje&t of their ſolicitude 3 and were 
they ask*d, as'that prophane Duke, What they 
think of Heaven ? it's like they would anſwer 
in his language, or think fo, or at leaſt aft as if 
they thought ſo, That they have ſo much buſineſs 
on Earth, that they cannot think of Heaven, Thus 
their very ſpirits become fleſh, and their Souls 
turn to earth as well as their Bodies. And the 
tinCture of carrality in them is ſo ſtrong, that, 


| like petrifying waters, which turn all things 


thrown into them into ſtone, or a lapideous 
{ubftance, it makes all the thoughts that come 
into their minds ſubſervient to their worldly 
zatereſt, | 


I 4 Whence | 
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'  Whence it comes to pals, that their Minds be- 
ingaltogether ſenſual, impregnated with world- 
ly cares and fatisfaCtions, and all their faculties 
imploy'd_ in contriving how. to get a greater 
ſhare of Earth than they have already, or at 
leaſt to keep and preſerve what they have, there 
is noroom for this Contſideration of their ſpiri- 
tual Eſtate or Condition. They hearken to no- 


thing:with any.zeal, or attention, or life, that 


doth. not carry either ſome worldly profit” or 
pleaſure with ir, and that which charms or 
wins.them, muſt be the muſick of temporal 1n- 
terelt. As the Wolf in the fable being ſent to 
School to learn to {pell, could make nothing of 
all that was ſaid to-him, but Sheep. His Mind 
{till ran upon that, and conſequently was hard- 
ned againſt ail orher ſuggeſtions, . * 

. Conſideration how, they ſhall be-ſaved-here- 
after! there is. no Lands to be bought with it, 
ho. Manners to be purchas'd, no Houſes to be 

built, no Countries to be conquer'd, no Ho- 
nors to be got by it. . It brings in no Riches, it 
hls not their Coffers with Gold and Silver, it 
doth not give them reſpet and credit with 

Princes, and Men of Quality ; 1t doth not cover 
their Tables with daintes and delicacies, it doth 
not furniſh them with Portions for their Chil- 
dren; it doth not feed their Bellies, nor put 
them into a condition to lie on beds of Ivory, 
or to be clad, like Dives, with Silk and Purple ; 
it. doth not maintain their great Retinue, nor 
preſent them with ſoft Airs ; it doth not pros» 

| 5: ' vide 
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vide for their Families, nor keep up their Pomp 
and Grandeur : Were it ſuch a powerful thing 
as the Philoſophers-Stone is fabled to be; and di 
it enable them to turn their Iron-into Gold; and _ 
did-it make their Trade to flouriſh, and did 4c 
make their Garners full; affording all manner of  .. 
Store, 'and cauſe-ſuch ; nirfalneſ: among "their 
flocks, that their ſheep mig ht bring forth thouſands. 
and ten thouſands in their ſtreets ; did it raiſethem 
to the Power of Senacherib, to the Magnificence _ 


of Nebachadnezar, to the Pleaſures of Solomon; - 


_ did it promiſe a Kingdom, and whiſper intheir 
ears, that.they ſhould enjoy' Eaſe and Plenty ; 
without all peradventure, nothing ithould have 
ſo much of their care or hearts, as Conſideration 
of their ways : But having none of theſe baits, 
and their hearts being fix*d on the World, they 
can find no time for thisexerciſe. As well may 
a Worm take pleaſure in the ſound of 'a Fiddle, 
or a Horſe delight in Arithmetick, or 'an'Ox' . 
divert himſelf with the ſight'of a well-order'd 
Army, as ſuch Men ſet time-apart for their re- 
collection ; and whatever pregnancy there may 
be 1n the motives a judicious perſon doth-al-- 
ledge, they cannot attend {uch motions. 

, Cannot, did Ifay ? They will not allow them- 
ſelves time, to retire and confider,that they have 
{uch things as Souls, or that theſe Souls are capa- 
| ble of puniſhment and glory, when they ſhake 
hands with their old companions, their Bodies. 
They think that time mis-ſpent that is beſtow?d 
ppon Conſideration of another World, and what 
mi- 
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minutes or hours are taken from their fleſhly 
fatisfa&ions, or from proſecuting their worldly 
concerns, they look upon as flung away. 

By worldly concerns, I do not only mean 
buſineſſes, which an Eſtate, or Trade, or Family, 
or Office, or ſenſual 'Pleafures cauſe, but buli- 
nels of Study and Learning too ; and one may 
be as much taken up with his Study, as another 
is with his Trade, and conſequently be very 
loth to allow any time for this Conſideration 
we ſpeak of. To be itudious, and yet inconfi- 
derate, implies no contradiction ; and a man 
may contemplate God, and Heaven, and the 
whole Creation, and yet not contemplate them 
in order to a holy preparation for another life, 
or with an intent to mortifie his Sins and Cor. 
ruptions, and to imitate God in holineſs, with- 
out which, 1t cannot be Conſideration 3 and the 
beſt name we can give it, is an empty Specula- 
tion : So that a ſpiritual Meditation may be but 
a worldly buſineſs, if that which puts me upon 
it be my profeſſion, whereby I get a livelihood ; 
if that which makes me ſtudy and meditate, 
be temporal profit, or honour, or applaule ; if 
it be not undertaken with an intent to edifie 
my own Soul, as well as the Souls of others ; if 
it be done either to pleaſe the Fancy, or to 
pleaſe the gentle Reader, by publiſhing it to 
the world. 

And indeed, where worldly Concerns fill all 
the Chanels of the Souls, there can be but ve- 
ry little employment for ſerious Confiderati- 
ON. 
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on. A continual hurry of buſineſs ſheds dark = 
neſ5 upon the Soul, thruſts out that Eye where- 
by it ſhould refle& upon itſelf, and makes it in- 
tent only on things which tickle and pleaſe the 
Fleſh ; and, like Felix, when any motions to. 
ſerious Conſideration ariſe, replies, Go thy way 

or this time, and when 1 have a convenient ſeaſon, 
I will call for thee, As 24.25. This, as the Baby- 
lozians did the Childrenof 1/rael, keeps Conſi- 
deration in captivity, and binds it up in chains, 
thar it can make no fallies, and if at any time 
it would go forth, like Jonathan, to take a view 


of the dreadful Army of the Phil;Fians, checks 


it, and drives it back into its priſon again, where 
like ſome martial Prince, ie es cooped up, and 
its Power and Valour remain unknown to the 
Enemies, that, were it looſe, would ſoon feel its 
_ and energy, It fares much with Con- 
ideration, as with that Prince's Invitation, Luke 
14. 16, worldly Cares and Buſineſſes, like thoſe 
gueſts, when the Soul feels any Suggeſtions or 
Invitations to Conſideration, are preſently rea- 
dy with Excuſes, and a thouſand things are 
pretended why they cannot come, or ſtoop to 
the gracious Meſſage or Vocation 3 and theſe 
Briars and Thorns choke the good Seed that's 
thrown among them. 

Thus Earth keeps out Heaven, and the World, 
like ſhutters of a Window, excludes the light 
that would irradiate the room ; not but that the 
buſineſs of our worldly Callings may lawfully 
be pertorm'd and follow'd ; and mer ought + 
wor 


_ * RE —"— , "ET ft wg A Þ ; z w ©. 

- i 08. {hl , 3.4 L. 5 ox 2 £4 » * 

S Je p = } 

ke 1 ; ' | r <% . ; . 


work with labour and travel night and day, rather 
than be chargeable to others. 2, Theſſ. 3,8. But 


_ .. Where the World is made a God; and fills mens 


Minds as well as their hands, and all the time 
that can'be got, is ſpent in embracing and graſp- 
ing of it, it's impoſſible Conſideration ſhould 


find entertainment there 3 it:s like, a heartleſs 


prayer may, for that can be huddled up, and re- 
quires not much time, and leads them as workd- 
ly as it finds them, and doth not hinder or croſs 
"them in their fondnels tothe world, which they 
are afraid Conſideration will do. And indeed 
they gueſs aright, for Conſideration, as Theodoti- 
74 the Patriarch of Conſtantinople did the Empe- 
ror, when a leſſon out of the Bible againſt Ima- 
es was read, would pull them by the ſleeve, and 

ay, Hear, Sir, and obey. This would ſhake their 
love, make them unquiet in their amours, and 
unſettle their. affections, pull down thar high 
eſteem they, have of the world, and make them 
ſee that there is not that beauty, that glory, or 
that happineſs in things below, which their fick- 
ly fancy dream'd of ; it would ſhew them, that all 
theſe Gaudes are but a Pit cover'd with curious 
flowers, where people may irrecoverably periſh, 
iftaken with the treacherous flowers they ſmell 


to, and-admire their Odour and Fragrancy. - It 


would ſhew them the vanity of heaping up Ri- 
ches, when they know not who ſhall inherit 
them, and repreſent unto them the folly of flat- 
tering their Souls with an Ede, Bibe, Lude 5 Soul, 
take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry, thou haſt 
wich 
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much goods laid up for many years. It would ſhew 
them how falſe, how periſhable, all theſe out- 
ward comforts are, and that they have ſomthing 
more than this deceitful World to look after. 
Conſideration, like a faithful Counſellor, would 


- undeceive them in their fond opinions of this - 


treacherous Friend, diſcover to them his baſe 


«deſigns, the miſchiefs he drives at under all his 


ſmiles, the Serpent that lies under thoſe green 
herbs, and bid them beware of him. Confide- 
ration like the honeſt Johanan, Jer. 40. 14. 15. 
who told Gedaliah, that Iſhmael was not the man 
he took him for , would open-the cave, and 
ſhew them the roaring Lion, and aſſure them 
that the beaſt is not ſo harmleſs, as they are apt 
to imagine, not ſo fit to play with, as it's ſeems 
ing ſafeneſs would make them believe. But ſuch 


is the love they bear to the World, that they 


are jealous of all things that would ſubvert their 
love, and hate Conſideration as an Enemy, be-. 
caule they are afraid it will diſcompoſe thoſe. 
embraces, and break the league between them 
and - theſe earthly fatisfaftions, and put their 
hearts, that lie'cloſe to the world, out of their 


' place, diſpoſſeſs them of their earthly-minded-, 


neſs, and prompt them to lay up. in ſtore for 
themſelves a good foundation againſt the time 
to come, and lay hold on eternal life. A [tran e. 
fondneſs this ! which doth not only. marry x 4, 
heart unto the world, and makes them #ws, oxe 


fleſh, but ſends our ſpies to watch againſt all the, 


endeayoursof this faichful Monitor, vis, Confi-: 
deration, 
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deration, that it may not break the match, or 
diſſolve the bond, or make the heart ſenſible of 
its adulteries. | 
O God ! how is thy ſimilitude in Man de- 
faced > How is that glorious Image thou did(t 
once ſhed into his breaſt, blotted and defiled ? 
Is this the Man,that receiv*'d a Soul to mind Hea- 
ven moſt ? Is this the Man, over whom thoudid(t 
ſpread thy skirts, whoſe nakedneſs thou didſt 
cover, and with whom thou didit enter into an 
everlaſting Covenant, whom thou doſt draw by 
cords of love, whoſe Soul thou aidft betroth un- 
t0 thee for ever in righteouſneſs, and in judement, 
and in loving kindneſs, and in mercies ? Hof. 2. 
19. Is this the man, about whoſe Creation thou 
didſt conſult, and about whoſe Make the Holy, 
Bleſſed, and Glorious Trinity enter'd into deli- 
beration ? Who would have thought, that the fa- 
vor would ever have been forgotten, or that this 
extraordinary way of forming him would ever 
have been raz'd out of his memory ? Who would 
have thought, that after this mark of God's Love 
he would have loved any thing beſides God, or 
| Who would have expected leſs, than his intire 
dedicating himſelf to his Maker after ſuch un- 
uſual care, and induſtry of the Deity ? Falſe 
treacherous Man ! Is the World become his Ma- 
ſter ? Is his Servant become his Sovereign? And 
1s that which was intended for his Footftool, be- 
come his Throne, whereon he braves all the meſ= 
ſages of grace and pardon ? Shall ſo great a Soul 
be married to ſo mean a Slave ? So greata Spirit 
F join'd 


ee In 
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o domineer, and uſe him like a Pri 
ters about his Feet, and ſhackle his Soul, that it. 
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join'd to ſo pitiful a Vaſlal ? and ſhall that whiclt 


was deſign'd for him to trample on, and deſpiſe, 
ſoner, put fet- 


may not return to that Husband to whom it hath. 
fworn fidelity, and promiſed allegiance and ſub- 
jection ? Dake Creature ! Art thou deſigned 
to judge the Apoſtate Angels, and doſt thou 
make thyſelf their ſport ? They would dread 
thee, hadſt thou courage to deſpiſe the World, 
and doſt thou make thyſelf defvicable in their 
eyes? They would fall at thy feet, and beafraid, 
as they were, at the Sight of Jeſus, and doft thou 
fuffer them to ride over thy head ? How art thos 


faln from Heaven, O Lucifer, ſon of the morning ? 


and thou who hadſt once power given thee to 
aſcend into Heaven, and without a Metaphor, 
to exalt thy Throne above the Stars of God, to 
aſcend above the height of the clouds, and to be 
like unto the moſt Fligh ; how art thou brought 
down to Hell, to the ftdes of the Pit ? how art thou 
cut- down to the ground ? how is thy pomp brought 
down to the grave ? Wa. 14.11, 12, 13. 4577 


I II. Impediment. 


III. Unwillingneſs to part with their fins. This 
certainly is the greateſt Impedimeant of Coaſt 
deration, and the chief cauſe of mens negleQt- 
1ns this moſt uſeful work. Their Conſciences, 
or their Hearts misgive them, that Confiderati- 
on will diſcover the deformity and odanings 
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of their vices, and will put them upon forſa- 


king their darling luſts ; theyrare afraid it will | 


raiſe doubts and jealoufies in their heads about 
their preſent Condition, diſturb them in their 
flumber,diſcompoſe themin their golden dreams, 
drive them from their ſofts and eaſe, and make 
their-Candle burn dim and blue, which for the 
preſent gives a very delightful ſhine, and there- 
fore they are loth to apply themſelves to it. 
They 'look upon it, as ſoure Grapes that will 
ſer their teeth on edge, though in good truth 
their {ms are thoſe ſoure Grapes, which ſtupifie 
their Reaſon, their Minds, their Underſtanding, 
and their Will, deftroy their Spiritual appetite, 
and render the Bread of Lite inſipid to them. 
Thave heard of {ome rude and ſavage 1ndtars, 
who being decently ctoathed by our Merchants, 
(for in their own' Country, it ſeems, they knew 
no other Ornaments, but dung and guts of Beaſts 
about their naked bodies, and broyght over 
into Exyland, with an intent to civilize them, 
and make them Inſtruments, upon their return, 
to teach their own Nation modeſty and decency ; 


as they were walking about theſtreets of Lozaoz,: 


and beholding the ſtately Houſes that adorned 
that goodly City , they were obſerved to ſigh 


and groan, and to look very melancholy ; thoſe 


that took notice of them, charitably believed, 

that their dejeCted looks were no other bur chara- 

Cters of their mourning at their unhappy Coun- 

try-men, who were ſtrangers to fuch Edifices, 

fuck Pomp, ſuch.Glory, ſuch Plenty, ſuch Mag- 
+ 1 


nificencs- | 
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nificence and Galkntry: ' Bit being ſent -ovet* 
its their pwn Colts in, they” quick! 
betraid the reaſon' of thes gh, and foon' di 
cover'd that 'their me y was: cauſed by 
- their being' delivered fri oy naſtineſs, and 
beaftly way of living : þ GT 'were'no Gene 


come to ſhore,” But thi their Cloaths 
with indignition;' fell Bbyt the necks' of theie 
Country-mett With joy? ati 'berook t eth{elves 
ro their Ding and Guts again; and 1 in' heſ&'or« 
-naments, they came oe ye eek. to the” Em weliſh. 
There cannot certainly be 'a fitter Eibletn 
fin whet&Men' are rertfout's with it. - The 
delight 'in''therr Plaguefores,” rejoyce. ih'th 
wounds and briliſes, woinds' not ooo, "TA8..4 
mollified with Ointment: 'Fhey of of re afraid df Þ ifs 
ets,” and"do-ſd/ deſire to'beI&t alone” itt theit 
miſery , 'that they”: are jealous! of a Cre, ___ 
triad a Pliyſictan. "Theit Mit is ſo pleaſing” 
"them, their itch fo amiable! \ the he That 0 
to free therh from. it, arterpes tearing off the 
Bowels from: them, and that's 1 it makes theſt 
afraid of Confideration.- *? -'*- - 

- For indeed, Conſideration” would Anatcthits 
their ſio; /ſhew. them the venom that's {ſpreatl 
through every part, ſhew them who that God is, 
who profeſſes himſelf offended at it; ſhew thetn, 
that he who is provok'd by it, is that God, 
without whom they cannot be happy y, whom to 
forſake, is to be miſerable, whom ro adore, is to 
livein joy, whom to ferveis to reign, whotn to 
fear is to be quiet, whom to know is to be þl9- 
| rious, 
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rious, whomto loves to. leave all, 'whom to de- 
ſire, is, to bo be conterung, whom to follow, is-to 
walkin the right: wioy who heearti'd. into their 
otirilt the _ life, and gives: them the 
meat ey. cat, Po 0 they: drink,” and the 
£loaths, they put.ao, Jaat hath the ſame power 
over them,whicht theP atter hath over his Veſſel, 
ang can create ang « de y them at his pleaſure, 
thar ſits. on the, circle. of the earth, and before 
whom all Nationsare as a drop of a Bucket, and 
are. accounted as, the ſmall duſt ,of the hallance, 
before whom they are nothing, yea, leſs than no- 
REFER: vanity,'#rom-whom all their ſpiritual 
cnctemra merciesdo deſcend, without whom 
Loparn we one; A Mojent bs af Hell, y who 
th ir, greateſt, and moſt conſtant 
F ey - Gig who, boexs hy his Sun ſhine-npon them, 
—_ as, Rain <r9p þ own on their Fields and Pa- 
ures}, who Jends his Holy Angels to watch their 
Keps,and,to keepithem/intheir ways; who hears 
the Heavens for.them, and: makes the: Heavens 
hearthe Earth, and the Earth to hear the Corn, 
the Wine, and the Oil, and commands all theſe 
.to relieve them, ,who- preſerves, them'from dan- 
| "BET, prevents their being hurt,.and charges all 
the Elements to ſpare them; who keeps them 
by. his Providence, ſupports them by ' his Wits 
dom, proteAs them by his Power, and thinks 
nothing too good for them, if they will but ap- 
prove themſelves obedient Children, and live 
like perſons who are ſenſible of the obligations 
of the Higheſt. ; 
__ Con- 
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Conſideration would let them ſee, that this 
God, who could undo them, wooes them to Re- 
pentance, and he that could, as. Gzdeon did the 
Princes of Succoth, tear their fleſh with thorns, 
and bryers of the Wilderneſs, beleeches them, 
not to ſtay in Sodom,and he that could, as David 
did the Awmorites, put them under Saws, and 
under harrows of Iron, and under Axes of Iron, 
ſpeaks to them totura, as a Man ſpeaks to his 
Friend, and that there is nothing in the World 
God hates more than ſin, and that this is it his 
Soul abhors, being Holineſs itſelf, and of infinite 
purity 3 Conſideration would let them ſee, that 
their fta controuls the Will and Wiſdom of that 
God, who feeds them, ſets up Laws of its own 
making,in oppoſition to thoſe Commands, which 
the HolyAngels dare not mention without tremb- 
ling. This would let them ſee the Majeſty and 
and Glory of that God whom they do affront ; a 
God. who charges his Angels with Folly, and on 
whoſe brightneſs thoſe bleſſed Miniſters cannot 
look, without covering their Faces with their 
wings, and crying out in amazement, Holy,holy, 
holy, Lord God of Hoſts. A God who covers him- 
ſelf with-Light,as with a Garmear, who ſtretches 
out the Heavens like a Curtain, who lays the 
beams of his chambers in the waters, who makes 
the Clouds his Chariots, who walketh on the 
wings ofthe wind, who makes his Angels Spirits, 
and his Miniſters a flaming fire. Lift up your 
Eyes on high, and behold, who hath created 


theſe things, that bringeth out their Hoſt by 
Lak Kf number, 
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number, he calls them all by their Names, by 
the Greatneſs of his Might. 

Conſideration would repreſent to them the 
various Merciesand opportunities they do ſlight, 
and how hard it will be for them to kick againſt 
the pricks; this would ſhew them what reſiſt- 
ing their own Vercies means, and what ighting 
againſt their own Happineſs imports ; how Bleſ- 
ſings flighted will trurntoa Curſe, and Mercies 
abus'd will aggravate their guilt; how ftubborn- 
neſs makes God weary of ſhewing Mercy ; and 
refuſing tocome in, while the Gatesare open,pro- 
vokes the Maſter of the Houle to proteſt, That 
the invited Gueſts ſhall never taſte of his Sup- 
per : How opportunittes of being ſerious, 1t neg- 
lected, may be {natch'd 'away, and 'the Scepter 
of Grace, it look'd upon with contempt, and 
ſcorn, may never be ſtretch'd forth again. 

Conſideration would let them ſee, what grief 
their Sins docauſe in Heaven; how they make 
the Erernal God complain 3 how lothſom, how 
abominable,they make them in the ſight of God, 
and how they treaſure up unto the owners wrath 
againſt the day of wrath, and revelation of the 
righteous [Judgment of God. This would ſhew 
them Chriſt Jeſus on the Croſs; how that Beauty 
bleeds, how that Monarch ſighs, how thar Con- 
queror groans, how heavy, how dejected, how 
diſconſolate Sin makes him, how deep he drinks 
of the cup of trembling and aſtoniſhment, and 
what exquiſite anguiſh the fins of Mankind cauſe 
in him, how Sin puts him to infinitely greater 

| pains, 
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pains,than the Rack,orGibbet,or a fiery Furnace» 
or the Wheel, and makes him feel tea chouſand 
timesgreater Torment,than the malefaCtors felt, 
which were crucified with him, this would be- 
ſpeak them in the language of the Prophet, Who 
#* this that comes from Eaom, with dyed garments 
from Bozrah ? Wherefore is be red in his apparel, 
and his garments like him that treads in the Wine- 
fat 2 lai. 63. 1,2. This would ſhew them, that 
the Blood which trickled down from that Sacred 
Head, trickled down upon the account of their 
Follies and Tranſgrefſions ; that their Oaths,and 
Curſes, and Blaſphemies, : were the Thorns that 
prickt his Head ; that their Laſciviouſneſs, and 
Fornications,and Adulteries,werethe ſpears that 
open'd his ſide ; that rheir boldneſs in Sinning, 
their reſolutions to be Damn'd, made the Tears 
guſh from his Eyes ; that their Hatred, their Ma- 
lice, their Envy, their revengeful Deſires, were 
the Hands that did buffet him ; that their cove- 
' touſneſs, and Worldly-mindednefs, and neglect 
of their Duty towards God and Man, were the 
Rods that ſmote him ; that their evil Thoughts, 
and idle Words, and extravagant ACtions, were 
the Furies that ſpit into his Face ,, that their per- 
fidiouſnels, their Treacheries,their Hypocrifies, 
were the nails that were. ſtruck through his 
Hands and Feet ; and that their labouring after 
Hell,their Endeavours to be miſerable, their con- 
tempt of the Goodneſs of Gad, made him ſweat 
drops of Blood in the Garden of Geth/emane ; 
that their delightin abuſing God, and in rramp< 

K 3 111g 


114 The G:eat Law 
ling on his Laws, was that which made him 
ſhreek out to the amazement of Heaven and 
Earth, My God,my God, why haſt thou forſaken me | 
that the heat of their Luſts was the cauſe of his 
Drought, and proved the Gall and Vinegar that 
wasgiven him to drink 3 that their fihful Lives 
kilPd him, and their deadneſsin Duty murther'd 
him3 that their Impatience and Unbelief haled 
him to the Croſ87Jand their Impenitence was the 
cauſe of that Purple flood, with the Angels, for 
the rarity and ſtrangeneſs of it, deſcended from 
Heaven to behold. ny 
© Conſideration would lay before them all the 
Curſes ofthe Law,the Terror, the Conſumption, 
the Sorrow of Heart, the Anguiſh that attends 
Sin in theend, the Troubles of Conſcience ir will 
raiſe ere long, the frights, the diſquiet it will 
produce, how ir diſtracted Francis $pira, how it 
diſquieted Richard the Third, how it diſcom«_ 
poſed King Saul, and better Men than theſe, how 
it bow'd down Davida, and made him go mourn- 
ing all the day long, and roars. for the difquiet- 
neſs of his Heart, how it made thePublican bluſh, 
afraid to lift up his Eyes to Heaven,how it made 
him buffet his Breaſt, and ready 'to pluck the 
hair from his Head. * This wodla repreſent to 
them The flames that Dives felt, and made the 
Wretch cry out for a drop of water to cool his 
burning Tongue.'' This would ſhew them what 
blackneſs fin doth caſt on their Underſtandings, 
and that their being Baptized into the Chriſtiarl 
Faith, doth ſignify little, except they leave Der 
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fins ; and that they do name the Name of Chriſt 
in vain,' without they depart from iniquity. 
This would ſhew them their errorinflattering 
themſelves withthe hopes of God's Mercy, and 
demonſtrate to them, haw- ridiculous it is to 
believe, that God will pardon them, becauſe 
they pardon themſelves ; -or, that he will for- 
give them, becauſe m_—_— loth to ſuffer: This 
would ſhew them,that ſeewgnd hears them, 
and will judge them, and fer their tranſgreſſions 
in order before them, for all the ſeeming delay of 
his vengeance. 

Conſideration would diſcover to them the par- 
don and reconciliation they muſt go without, 
if they do not ſpeedily return ; the bleflings 
they - 79 themſelves of, the Comforts rhey 
bid defiance to, the Lighr, the Favour of God, 
and the Mercy of Chriſt Jeſus they mult for 
ever want, and be deſtitute of, if they fly not 
into his Arms with the greateſt expedition and 
alacrity. This would tell them, that if they 
make light of Salvation, it will be with them, 
as with one, who hath been in want for a long 
time,and that day, ſome greateſtate falls to him, 
he dies,and muſt not enjoy it ; or,as with a Man 
deſtitute of daily food, who is brought into a 
room, where are the moſt delicate diſhes, the 
greateſt Dainties, the moſt nouriſhing Meat,the 
moſt palateable Diſhes, and yet muſt touch none 
of them, but go away empty and hungry, 
and ſtarve in the midfſt of all that plenty. This 
would aggravate their ſins, make them appear 
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-n their proper colours, and ſhew that 'they are 
no. better than Cockatrices Eggs; and Spiders 
Webs. [Have not you ſeen the 'crafty Spider 
weave a Net, and then lie cloſe inan ambuſh, till 
the filly Fly, dazzled perhaps with the curiolity * 
of the Net,haſtens to thoſe unhappy Labyriaths? 
but while ſhe is ſporting her ſelf in thoſe Cham- 
bers of death, out comes the Murtherer, and 
leads the captive Wretch in trumph home. Con- 
ſideration-would ſhew them, that thus it is with 
Sin, and that with much fair ſpeech, as that Har- 
lot, Prov. 7. 21,722, 23. it cauſes the ſinner to 
yield, with the flattering of her lips ſhe forces him. 
He goes after her ſtraight way, as an ox goes to the 
ſlaughter, or a fool to the correition of the ſtocks : 
till a dart ſtrike through his Liver, as q bird haſtes 
to the ſnare, not knowing that it « for life. 

This kindneſs Conſideration would do them. 
Thus and thus it would tell them ; and this is 
it Men are afraid of, and therefore care not for 
entertaining it, Their ſins afford them preſent 
fatisfattion,aud the pleaſure they promiſe is brisk 
and Juſty on their fancies ; their Body feels it, 
their Eyes ſee it, their Ears hear it, their Tongue 
taſts it, it tickles all their Senſes, it makes them 
Merry and Jovial, and makes their Blood frisk 
and dance 1n their Veins. It makes them forget 
their Sorrows, and puts the evil day far fron 
them. Itisan Opzate, that takes away all Senſe 
and Fear, and they are not afraid, though fur- 
rounded with the greateſt danger, it makes them 
fing on 2 precipice, and laugh while the hon 
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cracks,and is ready tofall on their heads: It makes 
them drunk, and conſequently inſenſible of all 
thoſe dreadful things, which the Prophets, and 
Apoſtles of God have ſpoke of 3 perfeRtly of the 
Temper of Nero,who plays,while Rome is burn- 
ing, and makes merry, while the {moke ofthe: 
City goes up to Heaven. Frequent converſe 
and long acquaintance hath made their Friend- 
ſhip with Sin inviolable. And thoughit is real- 
ly the greateſt evil, and the cauſe of all evils 
inthe World;though it murthers while it laughs, 

and poiſons while it ſmiles and cringes ; though = 
it is ſo mercileſs, that not contented to kill the 
Body, it attempts the Soul too ; yet having, like 
the Prophet's Ewe-lamb, 2 Sam. 12. 3. been 
nouriſh'd,and kept by its owners for many years, 
and being grown up together with them, and 
having eaten of their Meat, and drank of 
their Cup, and lain intheir Boſomes, and been 
tothem asa Child,the fondneſs is grown ſo great, 
that nothing can make them willing toparrt with 
it. Hence it 1s , that Conſideration is look'd 
upon as a ſawcy, ill-bred, unmannerly Mefſen- 
ger, that would part the deareſt friends, divide 
Sin from their Souls, and cauſe a Civil War in-- 
their bowels,deſtroy the reigning power of Vice, 
attempt its ſtrong Holds, and ſtorm its Fortifi- 
cations. They lye encircled in its Arms; and 
though they hang all this while over Hell-fire 
by a twined thread, though God all this while - 
{ſhakes his Rod over them, and while they hug 
the ſin, is preparing the inſtruments of death, 
and whetting his Sward, and bending his Paws, 
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and'making it ready ; yet it ſeems, ſuch is the 

reſent Hearts-eaſe Sin affords, ſo ſweer is the 
ſleepit yields,that Men care not for being awak'd 
by Conſideration! Unhappy qualification / Doft 
thou come to thy Friend at Midnight,and knock, 
and ask him, for three Loaves, and will not the 
Churle riſe, and give thee what thou wanteſt, 
notwithſtanding all thy importunity? Thoſe 
three loaves, what are they, but the Underſtand. 
ing, Will and AﬀeCtions of the forlorn ſinner? 
and will he part with none of theſe to relieve 
thy neceſſity,or rather to relieve his own 2 Thou 
only wanteſt them tomake him happy, and doth 
he refuſe to give thee materials to build him a 
laſting houſe, which like the everlaſting Hill 
can never be moved? 

We ſhould wonder to ſee a Man, that's ready 
to ſtarve for want of food, refuſe the Bread, or 
Meat that's offer'd him; and wonder to ſee a 
perſon that*s ready to periſh with Cold,reje&the 
Fire and Cloathing we have prepared for him 
and wonder to ſee one who 1s blind, ſcorn the 
help of him that would certainly reſtore him 
to. his ſight; and wonder to ſee one, who 
is falYlna among Thieves and Robbers, make 
light of the afiſtance of a Prince, who offers 
to reſcue him out of their hands. And doſt not 
thou wonder, O my Soul, at the inſufferable 
| ſtapidity of ſinful Men, that, entic'd with the 
| Milk and Butter ſwimming in a Lordly diſh, en- 
terintq'a Tent, where they will certainly meet 
with a Nail and Hammer, and yet are afraid of 
that which would afſuredly prevent their being 
pterc'd 
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pierc'd and ſtricken. through their Temples ; 
Mourn over them, lament their wretchedneſs, 
rieve for them that will not grieve for them- 
j-lves, call for Rivers of Tears, wiſh for a Foun- 
tain of Water ! Behold, Sin hath blinded them, 
Congderation would open their Eyes; bur they 
love Darkneſs better than Light. Sin transforms 
them into the Idols of the Heathen, and makes 
them, that though they have Eyes, yer they ſee 
not ; Ears, yet t Pl hear not 3 Hands, yet they 
handle not ; they ſee not their own good, t 
care not for hearing thoſe Leſſons, that would 
curb their inordinate deſires, they feel nothing of 
the power of God, and do not love to handle 
the Law. Sin doth expoſe them naked to the 
contempt and {corn of God,and his Holy Angels, 
and they rejoyce-under that weight. . Sin de- 


privesthem of the Bread of Life, and their Souls 


are ready todye for want of the hidden Manna, 
and they laugh under their Want and Milery, 
What Changelings doth Sin make Men / How * 
doth it make them feed with Swine upon husks, 
and ſhells / Whar Tyranny doth it exerciſe over 
them, what a Babel doth it cauſe in their Minds ! 
How doth it turn all upſide down! How doth ir 
confound, how doth it ruine all! How doth it 
tear their Hearts! How doth it make the ways 
of $792 mourn ! How deſolate doth it make the 
Soul! What a Cape of unclean Birds, doth it 
make the inward Man ! How balely doth it leave 
the ſinner in the dark, inſomuch that he cannot 
diſcern Gold from Lead, Silver from Brals, or 
240 4 precious 
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Precious Stones from common Pebbles,and coun- 
- terfeit from ſolid Wiſdom ! Lord ! how it doth 
unmanthem ! how much below themſelves doth 
it make them live! unto God and his Holy An- 
gels they appear perfeQly diſtraQted,as the poor 
wretches in Bed/am ſeem to us ; only herein 
their wretchedneſs exceeds the others miſery, 
that they may be releas'd of their diſtrated- 
neſs, and will not; the other if they would,can- 
not.;_the former deliration is voluntary, . the 
other forc'd ; the former hath malice in't, the 
other weakneſs only ; and whereas the later 
challenges pity and compaſſhon, the former de- 
ſerves nothing but wrathand indignation. 


I'V. Inpediment. 


I V. Ignorance of the pleaſure of Conſideration, 
is another Impediment. It's ignorance of the 
price of Pearls, that makes the Idiot ſlight them. 
It's Ignorance of the worth of Diamonds, that 
makes the fool chuſe a Pebble before them. It's 
- orgpopm of the ſatisfattion Learning affords, 
that makes the Peaſant deſpiſe and laugh at it ; 
and we ſee very ordinarily, how Men tread and 
trample on thoſe Plants, which are the greateſt 
Reſtoratives, becauſe they know not the Virtue 
ofthem ; and the ſame may juſtly be affirm'd 
of Conſideration, the reaſon why Men med- 
dle no more with it, 1s, becauſe they are not 
acquainted with the pleaſantneſs of the task. 

There 1s certainly ſuch a thing as pleaſure of 

ene 


of Conſideracion; 12L 


the Mind,and all delight conſiftethnot in ſenſual . 
fatisfaftion. We ſeewith what pleaſure Men 
ſpend their time in the ſtudy of: the Mathema« 
ticks ; the Profeſſors of it_ could live and diein 
thoſe: Studies, and deſire no greater fatisfaQion 
on this ſide Heaven; their Mindsare ſo pleasd 
with that Harmony, Symmetry, Order, Propars 
tion, they ſpie in things, that they could dif- 
penſe with the courſeſt Diet,' ſo they mighr but 
haveleave toenjoy that mental. pleaſure. None 
canbe ignorant, how the Noble 4rchimedes did 
even forget to eat his Bread, and would bard! 
allow his Body: neceſſary refreſhment, ſo-mu 
was his Mind taken up with thepteaſure,he took 
in his Angles and Circles ! And of :P/izy we ready 
that ſuch was the delight he-took in iLearning, 
and enriching his Mind with Knowledge; that 
he ſomtimes negle&ed both his Food and Sleepy 


ſuch! was: the: content that Demoſthenes took 1n 


the Art of Speaking, that 'the.cared-not what 
torment he put his Body to} to:make- himſelf 
eminent in that Faculty. 10! rae 01 102 
And indeed, if Knowledge be a pleaſure; if to 
be acquainted with, our ſelves be ſatisfaQtory;if 
to diſcover the impoſtures,tfalſhood, deſigns and 
ambuſcadoes of a dangerous: Enemy be:delight» 
ful, Conſideration. muſt needs: be: ſoz” for this 
gives us an infight 'into- our Hearts, lets. us ſee 
what we are,points at the Nets which are ſpread 
for us, and maniteſts the temptations of the De- 
vil, which, like Lime-twigs,are defign'd tocatch 
us 1nto death and ruine.' That the Devil, ot 
._ rather 
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tather his Emiffaries, the evil Spirits that” ate 
under his Power and Dominion; are daily walks 
ing to and fro, and obſerving our aCtions, and 
defigns, and behaviour, the company we con- 
verſe withal, the circumſtances we are under, 
our Conſtitutions, .Complexions, and Diſpo- 
ſitions, and ſeeking whom they may- devour, 
the Holy Ghoſt hath made ſo. evis 

x Pet. 5.8... dent, and our own experience does 
Ee. & 5, ſoclearly demonſtrate, :that he. that 
| doubts-of it, muſt be a Man that's 
altogether guided by Senſe, and takes notice of 
thingsno more than the Beaſts that periſh ; theſe 
evil: Spirits whenever they zempt, they tempt 
with a'deſign'to hurt ; they try Men to do miſc 
chief, and provoke them: to actions as may pull 
| down the wrath of God upan their Heads. And 
as the inftruments, or engines ay make uſe of 
in their temptations are various, ſomtimesproſs 
perity, ſomrimes adverſity, fomtumes our own 
corrupted oages gering them advantage toſpur 
us on to Sin ; ſothe temptations vary according 
co the ſeveral degrees, and conditions, and tem- 
pers of Men:; for it's certain, all Men will not be 
dragged, orſeduced,into Hell theſame way, and 
@temptation,which will fit one, will not fit ano- 
ther; and a motion which one will contented- 
ly ſwallow, will not go down with another ; ſe- 
veral conſtitutions muſt have ſeveral ſuggeſtions, 
and according as Men change, the temptation 
| es, and the Devil takes other meaſures. 
Some abhor him iathe ſhape ofa Lion, to ſuch 
wits: therefore 
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therefore he is content tocome in-Sheeps'cloath« 
ing, and they that do, not: like to. fee him-in the 
figure of a Goat, {hall bebold;hium transform'd 
intoan Angel; of Light. ; So'little doth he care 
what poſture he aſſumes, if he doth but prevail 
with the unprovident Pilgrim.: They that/are 
for a bitter potion, ſhall have abitter potionand 
they that are ior a {weeter -morſel, ſhall have 
it ſuited totheir Palate ? David cannot be per- 
{uaded the ſame way that Sa? 1$wrought-upon, 
and- the arguments which-prevail with the for- 
mer, are of no great force with:the later. Paws 
is not tempted the ſame way that, Judas nor 
P eter the ſame way:that Herod: The Drunkards 
temptations differ. from thoſe of the Abſtemibus; 
_ Adulterers from the: ſuggeſtions of hins 
that's dull and phlegmatick, and hath no:inclis 
nations to vicesof that nature-:; The melaricho« 
ly Manis oppreſs'd with imaginations different 
fom thoſe, which the merry and jovial meets 
withal ; and -we cannot ſuppoſe, that the'Pros 
digal1s tormented with the ſame ſuggeſtions that 
the Covetous atts by : ?Tis true, in the end; all 
theſe temptations agree; the mtended end being 
deſtruction, and offending: God; but-ſtillthep 
are of different kinds and complexions/; andhow 
pleaſant mult zt be to fee through-all theſe wiles 
anddevices of the Devil, a proſpe& which-Con- 
ſideration- alone. can: afford; * The skiltul Gars 
diner pleaſes himfelf with:his. knowledge of the 
beginning, and' end ofthe Maze, or Labyrinth, 
which, the ſtranger that comes into the _ 
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loſes himfelf in.'- He ſees the miſguided ſteps of 
theunwary walker, and can tell where he muſt 
tread, and1in whatorder he muſt go, and where 
he miſtakes his path,” and' wheremithe myſtery 
lies,and by what means he might eaſily extricate 
himſelf from that.inchanted ground ; he beholds' 
it,and {miles, ſo muſt: he, that by. Conſideration 
can fee throughall the ſtratagems of the Prince 
of: darkneſs. | 
.{Fhere are many temptations which' ſeem to 
folictr'to good; 'when 1ndeed they provoke to 
evity as when a'Man, who wallows in fin' and 
nacleanneſs,is prompted to truſt toGod*s mercy, 
and:tv:lay hold on-the merits of Chriſt; and to 
apply tohimſelfthe comforts of the:Goſpel:' The: 
thingshe'is tempted:to, are good:inthemſelves,” 
burthe deſign of the Teinpration being to ren-! 
derthe finnerſecure and preſumptuons,and care-: 
leſsofa ſerious life, it cannot» but be a pleaſure 
toany Man that's ſenſible of his ſpiritual Intereſt, 
to-diſcover the cheat, and this diſcovery is made 
by! Conſideration of the nature, deſign, and ten- 
-  dency:of the flattering motion. '” Men are not 
only. iprovoked to commiſſion: of Sin, but too 
oftenitonegle& of their Duty towards God and 
towards Man. And he that is not tempted-to 
Murder, to Theft, to Adultery, 'to Fornication, 
to Contempt of his Parents,to bearing falſe Wit- 
neſs againſt his Neighbour, is yetenticed to Idle- 
neſs, to Fleſh-pleaſing, to negleU& of Prayer, 'of 
Meditation, of Charity, of Faith, of Hope, of 
Conkidence in God, of Zeal,of Fervency, of ſpeak- 
" _. #510) + ing, 


if Conlidefatiott; 
ng for Chriſt, of vindicating/his Honour when 
abus'd;'of iimproving-histime' to God's Glory, 
and hisown Eternal:Googh//! \ - 1 1 
.-- Theyourg Man rejdyces n-his youth, and lets 
his Heart chear him:inthe days of his youth, and 
walks in the: way of-his Heart, and.in thefight 
of his Eyes;.hates Grawiry-and Seriouſneſs;' and 
admits'ofifuch: motiansasthefe':: The Precepts 
of the Goſpel ſure were nor intended. for me, 
whohave Youth, 'and'Blood, and Spirit, to fit 


me for-Reereations:: Can” I think,. God 'would 


give meadefire to paws; not permit me t0 
enjoy:them?why ſhoutd I believe he would Tan» 
talize- me; make me greedy after the pleaſures of 
the fleſh, and reſtrainme-19Tthe uſe of them ? let 
the Apples bob againſt my Mouth, and: forbid 
me.to cat of them? Give me a raging : hunger 
and thirſt for things of rhis nature, and oblige 
me to'ſtarve my paſſions? 1'have heard, young 
Saints make old Devils,-and I belieyeriry for 
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wheninther riper years they reflect, what time * 


they. have loft; and how: they have ſpent .that-” 


age which-was fitteſt for. pleaſure, inrerived De- 


votion z they cannot but.:turn prophaneourt of : 


Cipight,and ſtrive to redeem the time they have 
mil-ſpent in following the advice of 'melancho- 
ly :Schotars. Religion 10a thing fit only'for 
thoſe, who are either diſcontented; or grown 
weary of the World ; for Men who:can:ſinino 
more,and whom age hath/mortified into: forſak- 


ing of their:Vices z ſhall [fotbear my-Mirth;and” 
amorous Songs. and —_ Falk, my, Railleriesg* 
ang 


_— 


126 The Gredt; Law: 
and modiſh accompliſhments, for Ikiiow not 
what ?Shall I in the mid{t of my bed of Blowers 
think of Death, and Judgment, and ina Paradiſe 


meditate of Hell, and darken my ſprightly ap- 
prehenſions, with ſmoke fetched from that fiery 


Furnace ? when.the World, and its Glories ſmile 


upon me, ſhall-I make a fullen Face,and furrow 
thoſe cheeks with my Tears, which wereform?d 
on purpoſe to. be warmed with the ſofter kiſſes 
of the Femal Sex ? The Men in black ſpeak for 
their own intereſt,and Gad ſure is kinder/to Men 
than to give them an appetite to ſenſual ſatisfa- 
ions, and then put. Bits. and Bridles: in their 
Mouths 'to curb them. 'What need this haſte '? 
and why ſhould I apply myſelf. to a Religious 
life ſocearly, whenTI have ſome forty, Gabon: 
{core years before me, andcan ſhake off my fol. 
lies any tame hereafter ?: TRIre 
Thus the weak youngſter pleads, andembraces 
theſe motiogs, as Cordials for his ſickly paſſions, 
as Elixirs for his heated Blood 3 Conſideration 


would let him ſee, -that-theſe temptations are. 


Meſſengers of the Devil, threads to lead[ him in» 
to darkneſs, into captivity, into perfett ſlavery, 
and none but a madman could forbear rezoycing 
at {o. happy a diſcovery. 1 
Wheiithe gray and hoary Head, from his great 


age,infers the greatneſs of his Graces, and from. 


the multitude of his years concludes the multi- 
tude of his. Virtues ; flacters himſelf, . that God 


loves him,becauſe he hath had little or noaMiGti- 
on'tn:the World ; and from. his impunity: here, - 


draws anargument to prove his impunity here- 
aſter, 
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after, and ſooths himſelf with Gods Favour up- 
on this acconnt chiefly, becauſe he never diſco- 
ver'd hisabyger in ſignal jadgments, and bids his 
Soul truſt ro it, that he ſtands fair in the good 
opinion and eſteem of God, becauſe his labours 
in the World have been crown'd with! ſucceſs ; 
and becaiiſe he hath a Garden of Eaez here, ſe- 
curely promiſes himſelfa Paradiſehereafter; and 
willnot'be perſuaded to the contrary, but thar 


| his _ here, is buran earneſt of a fulfer Vin- 


tage; andricher Granary integded for him in he. 
Land of Canzan; and that his Jong life on Earth, 
is a pledge of his Eternal life in Heaven. What 
are theſe but temptations, which Conſideration 
wou!d-diſcover to be Impoſtures, and'conſe- 
quently ſhed both light and joy intothe Soul ? 

"When the poor from their Outward conclude 
their Spiritual poverty, and will needs think, 
that they art in a ſtate of Grace, becauſe they are 
ina ſtate of Want; when they think thar Laza> 
rus was faved, becauſe he had not wherewithal 
toſubfift,and was admitted into Abraham's boſom ' 
for no other reaſon, but becauſe he had no cer- 
tain -dwelling-place ; when they imagine that 
his Soresalone mounted him to Heaven, and the 
Dogs lickingthem, wasall the motive te Holy 


Angels had'to carry him on' their wings; when 


they atgue' from their diſconſolate'Eftates on 
curely piffer, becauſe 'Gdd hath made*no other | 


Earth,that they may lawfully negle& the known, 

Duties pf Rehigion,and fancy that they may ſe- | 

provifion'f6r'them 5 and that rhey ſhalt receive” 
| L 2 their 
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their-go0d things in the next World, becauſe 
they received their evil things in this; that they 


_. ſhall berich in Heaven, becauſe they were de- 


ſtirute of conveniencies here on Earth that they 
mult neceſſarily be the Lords hereafter, becauſe 
they were Beggars here; and ſhall certainly re- 
joycein the next life, becauſe they -mourn'd in 
this valley of tears ; and cannot bur. be bleſſed 
for ever, becauſe they hada very large meaſure 
of miſery here. When the rich from their pre- 
rogative -on Earth, conclude their prerogative 
in Heaven.z and becauſe they are advane'dabove 
other Men, , think they may uſe greater liberty 
in offending God than others ; and becaule they 
have greater Eſtates than the meaner fort, may 
n cake! (ho [1 more boldly, and more: confident- 
ly than they. When they think their little'Cha- 
rities will waft them over to the ſhore of an hap- 
Py Eternity, though they feed their Luſts ; and 
Fancy, that, preparation foranother World, con- 
fits in little but being kind now and then. to 
a needy Man. When they. imagine that a Le- 
gacy left to the Poor of the Pariſh, .is an afſu- 
rance of their -Treaſure laid up in. Heaven, or - 
that their giving ſomthing to a Hoſpital, will. 
palliate their wilful offences, and throw, a Cloak | 
over them, that God may not ſee them,,. .When- 
from their power they infer. the lawfulneſs of . 
their extravagancies, and becauſe they can ſtand 
1t out, and brave the World, fancy they may op- 
preſs the poorer ſort, and may ſwear, and.curſc 
more boldly.than their Tenants, and. reſent, and 

affront, 
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affront, and revenge injuries, with greater juſtice 
than Clowns, and Peaſants : When from the cu- 
ſtom of the Age, they infer their priviledge of 
being more ſenſual than other Men ; and becauſe 
Perſons of the ſame quality are not, argue that 
they need not be ſo cautious and circumſpect in 
their words and ways as other Men. | 
When the Gentiler'ſort of People feel inclina- 
rions in themſelves to be aſhamed of the Goſpel, 
' and to forbear profefſing any zeal, or fervency 
for Religion in company, where Chriſt's Blood 
and Wounds are abus'd, where God, and Hea- 
venare raillied, where the Precepts of the Al- 
mighty are laugh'd at, and the Goſpel turn'd 
into ridicule; when they think it's enough toſay 
their Prayers, though hey take great liberty to 
talk fooliſhly, and imagine, it's needleſs tokeep 
their Thoughts fix'd upon God in their Devo- 
tion, while they perform the task they have been 
uſed to ; when they negleCt the publick upon 
flight occafions,and their privateduties for ever 
impertinent viſit, that*s made to them,and thin 
that God is taken more with outward bowings, 
and cringings in his Service, than with a Heart 
melting ar the conſideration of their ins; when 
they find an unwillingneſs ſeize upon the ſpirits, 
to reprove either rheir equals, or inferiors, for 
ſome notorious impiety they commit 5 When 
they think it is helow them to pray with their 
Families, to exhort rheir Servants to {zrioufnels, 
and to ſhew a good example to thoſe that 'are 
under their charge; when they. find a 'difpoſitien: 
oy L 3 | to 
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to comply with lewdSociety,to laugh and ſmile, 
and __ totheir irothy Speeches, and abu+ 


ſive refletions, and to conceal the truth, where 


it ought to be profeſſed; and ſpoken. 

Whea the Tradeſman thinks of puttiog of his 
naughty Commodities to the ignorant Chap- 
man, and of circumventing and deceiving his 
Neighbour, where his Neighbour underftands 
not what hebuys; when he 1s willing to put off 
his Devotion, upon every trivial warldly buſi- 
neſs that comes in his way ; and to create buli- 
neſs, rather than obey the checks of his Con- 
ſcience, that chides him for nor minding his $pi- 
ritual concerns more. When he is loth ro doaQts 
. of Charity, becauſe he hath a Wite and Famil 
to-maintain, and is afraid he may want,himſelf. 
When he thinks that Piety may procure Po- 
verty, and ([triftneſs of life may loſe him his 
Cuſtomers, and following the ways of God may 
make his acquaintance leave him ; and that to 
be 1dle in his Shop, 1s better than reading or me- 
 diratinsg, or employing his Mind 1n contempla- 
tions. of God's Goodneſs and Mercy, and the va- 
ri0us Bleſſings he hath beſtow'd upon him. 

When Parents are unwilling to correct and ad» 
moniſh their Children,are perſuaded to let them 
take their courſe, abuſe others, and deſpiſe thoſe 
they have a grudge againſt. When they are 
prompted to conniveat them alone 1n their (ans, 
till they grow older, and to induige them in 
their findecencies, till they arrive to a greater 
uſe of theirrealon;when their fondnels bids them 

ST” ule 
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uſe gentle: means, where more ſevere proceed- 
ings are neceffary,and excuſe immodeſt carriage 
in them, which rhey are apt to find fault with 
inthe Children of their Nei rs. When the 
are loth to inſtruttthemin the fear of God, lot 
to initiate them in the loveof their faithful Cre- 
ator, are apt to be more angry with their Chil- 
dren and Servants, for negleing their. com- 
mands, than the Service of God ; and apt to be de- 
lighted more with their induſtry and pains in 
Temporalconcerns, than with their'attempts in 
the affairs of their everlaſting Salvation ; apter 
to teach them how to maintain the punRilio's of 
their honor;than aſſert the Glory of Godzand apt- 
er toencourage them in vindicating their credit 
and — than in ſecunng the everlaſting 
Treaſutes, or making their Calling and EleQi- 
on ſure, ' 1419 
When Children (provided they are able) are 
loth to relieve their Parents, loth to adminiſter 
unto them neceſlaries, if in want, unwilling to 
obey thoſe wholſom Counſels, which their Pa- 
rents, guided and encourag'd by the Word of 
God, impart to them, unwilling to. imitate them 
intheir feriouſneſs, and Heavenly-mindedneſs, 
are apt to obey their Parents more than God,and 
apt todo evil, becauſe their. Parents bid them, 
though God enjoyns the contrary ; whenupon 
their Parents finding fault wich them, they are 
moved toexpole their infirmittesto rhe contempt 
of others, and to call: any thing unreaſonable, 
they bid them do,becauſe it agrees not with thei 
L 4 preſent 
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preſent Intereſt, when they find in themſelves an 


inclination to mourn more for diſpleaſing their 
Parents, than offending- a Gracious God 3 and 
to be more pleaſed withthe ſmiles of thoſe which 
have the Government of them, than with the 
light of God's Countenance, | 
When Servants are moved to backbite and 


revile their Maſters according to the fleſh, find 


an unwillingneſs upon their fpirits to-honour the 
froward,as well as the gentle, are apt 40: be un- 
faithful to:them, to imbezil their Goods, and to 
wrong, them in things they have committed to 
their charge;when thoughts of revealing the ſe- 
crets of the Family, merely to ſport themſelves, 
arilein their minds ; when they find inclinations 
to be induſtrious 1n their Maſters Preſence, -care- 
leſs and lazie in their Abſence, to put them off 
with Eye-ſervice,as Men-plealers, to murmur a- 
gainſt cheir lawful injunRtions, to ar{wer again 
if rebuked for their faults; and to conſpire 
againſt them by way of revenge. 
What are all theſe motions, and- inclinations, 
but temptations of the great deſtroyer. of Mens 
Souls? Theſe are ſome of the gins and ſtrata- 
gems, wherby he doth inſenſibly ruine the great- 
eſt part of Mankind ; Becauſe they look like our 


own Thoughts, therefore we ſuſpet noenemy, 


and becauſe he mingles his ſuggeſtions with our 
own 1tmaginations, and' gives them. the ſame 


ſhape, we know nothing, tothe contrary, but 
that they are friendly rtiotions ; but -notwith- 
mtanding all this, they are mefſengers that come 
;; | out 
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out of the Camp of the Philiſtines, from the Leas 
guer- of Hell, and we-may confidently affirm, 
That whatever Thought,: Reaſon,: Argument, 
Suggeſtion, Propofition, Imagination, would dif- 
courage us from acloſe adherence unto God,from * 
a fervent love t6-o0ur Gracious: Redeemer, from 
earneſt, breathings and pantings after him, from 
relying on him; and obeying-him ; and encous 
rage us to any thing that's diſpleaſing to God,ot 
conitrary ro Chriſt's Rulesand Injunions,or pres 
judicial to the Honour of God, orito the wels 
fare of our Neighbor, or to, a good Conſcience, 
whether the ſuggeſtion. be immediately, like 
lightning,ſhot and darted into the Mind, or cons 
veyed mediately by our corrupted'hearts, ory: 
the World, or by Adverſity,or by Proſperity; or 
by good report, or by evilreport, they are Temi+ 
ptations of the Enemy, which, how plauſible ſo- 
ever, deſign nothing but our decay 1n goodneſs, 
and in the favour of- God, and the loſs of our 
ſpiritual Comfort and Refreſhment. Conſide- 
ration examines the end of all theſe motions,and 
finding out the miſchief they drive-at, diſcove- 
ring the Tempelt they aim at,it cannot but give 
great ſatisfaftion to a rational Man, that would 
not be a ſtranger to himſelf. 

| Indeed, noneare more ſenſible of the pleaſure 
of this Conſideration, than thoſe whom God's 
Spirit hath rais'd from the death of Sin,and who 
have eſcap'd the pollutionsof the world chrough 
Luſt. ; Theſe refle& with more than ordinary des» 
light 0n:the ſnares, from which-they have'in.a 
great 
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great meaſure been deliver'd.. And though they 
are ſtill ſubje& to Temptations, yet charaefiieh 
very much contents them, is, that they are not 

1gnorant of Satan's devices. To fee all his work. 
' 1ngs under ground, to ſee the fteps, he goes by, 
and while thinks we are blind, and donot 
mind to arm themſelves againſt them, increaſes 
the ſatisfaQtion. Fancy you ſee Faux in the Cellar 
hyinghis Faggots in order, digging a hole in the 
ground, and layinga train of Gunpowder, while 
the wretch fulpedts no Man, that rakes notice of 
him. The undiſcover'd ſpettator knows, he 'can 
cruſh his deſigns in a moment, and thetefore 
with pity, and pleaſure, beholds the induſtry of 
the Caitif, They ſee the windings and — 
of the Enemy, and can laugh: at the miſerable 
ſhifts he uſes to deceive them. They ſee his go- 
ings, and his ways,and can trace the Foe in all 
his ſtratagems.- They ſee his juggles, and how 
he teazes the ſinner day and night. 

Look, O my Soul, look, upon yonder ſinner, 
that hath renounc'd his follies,and yet goesdroop- 
ng under the burthen of his fins. Doſt not thou 
{ee the Enemy behind him? The Foe can make 
him preſume nolonger,and therefore he ſeeks to 
drive him to deſpair ; and he that before told 
the Wretch of Gardens, and Walks, and Plea- 
{ures, now ſhews him nothing but Hell, and a 
burning Lake. He that before repreſented God 
to him, as a mighty Sardanapalus, one that doth 
not mind fuch little things as! fins, now fets' out 
God array'd:in a habit of vengeance, A 
s ww $) 
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who doth but watch for an opportunity tagag- 
demnhim. He that before gave him words ſafer 
than Qyl, now diſcovers to him drawn Swords, 
and he that before flatter'd him with beds of 
Roſes, and couches of Ivory, and ſew'd pillows: 
under his Elbows, now gives him'a proſpect of 
nothing but racks, and tortures, and that which 
before ſeem?®d only [a harmleſs butterflies, now: 
turns into an ugly. Toad. He that before made 
the burthen fe he than ſtraw, and ſtubble,naw 
makes his little Finger heavier than his Loins,and' 
aſſures him,that what ſeem'd bur a Cloud bes 
fore,: 1s all Hill and Mountain now. + He that 
before talk'd of nothing but Mercy-ſeats, now” 
changes his note, and knows of noother reme- 
dies, but Tribunals of Judgment. ' He that be- 
fore made the filly wretch believe, that God 
had no voice but that of Mercy, nq Scepter bur- . 
that of Lqve, makes God all Thunder and Light-: . 
ning now. | 

Tudas believes him, and is:loſt z Mary Mag- 
dalen ſees the Impolture, and eſcapes ; ſhe reſts, 
upon Chriſt's Word,and is convinc'd, that there 
is no Sin that's capable of true Repentance, but 
1s capable of Pardon too ; and that Chriſt 1s fo 
far from caſting thoſe away, that come to him 
with an humble and- contrite Spirit, that the 
greateſd eaſe and refreſhment is their portion. She 
ces, that the poor 1n Spirit have a right to the) 
Kingdom of Heaven; and that thoſe thar mouwrn;; 
ſhall.never be deſtirute of Comfort. She is/ſens' 
ſible how happy: thaz Perſon. is, that ve 

| cart 


455 The Gear Law 
Heart bleeding, and melting upon the account 
of his former Fo and can make his Bed to ſwim 
with tears. She is ſenſible the Holy Ghoſt moyes 
upon theſe waters, and that fuch a Perſon is in- 
deed Baptized: with water and the Holy Ghoſt, 
*:This ſhe beholds, and beholds with pleaſure, 
Conſideration gives her a proſpe& of the Devil's 
ſubtilry, 'and/ her Eyes guſh out with tears of | 
Joy. And certainly, if-it be a greater pleaſure 
toſee, than to grope in the dark; a greater plea- 
ſure. to know the Precipices I am hurried into, 
than ro have them hid from mine Eyes; a great- 
er pleaſure-to ſee the brink of deſtruction I do 
ſtand upon, than to be ignorant of it ; Conſi- 
deration muſt be a pleaſure, for this ſhews me 
the ſteep Rock, Temptation, this ignis faturs 
would have led me to, the Ditch this falſe Light | 


would have flatter'd me into, the fatal Sea this 
falſe Star would have ſeduc'd me into. This muſt 
neceſſarily fill me with gladneſs, for it gives me a 
proſpect of the Whirlpool, where the De- 
vil thought to have ſplit my Veſlel; the Sands, 
againſt which I was'to have ſtranded the Earth- |} 
quake, that ſhould have made me link into the 
ground;and of the terrible Tempeſt, that ſhould 
have Carried 'me away. . 

How have I ſeen a Traveller rejoyce, when 
waking in the Morning, he hath ſeen the Water, 


or the Ming, he muſt have neceſſarily tumbled 

into; if he kad gone but one ſtep farther, and 

had not ſtopt "where he did? - How doth he ad- 

mire the Providence which'heth preſery*d _ . 
93FY | n 
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And how doth he goon in his way,rejoycing,that 
he hath ſeen the Gulph he might have ruſt*d 
into, and eſcap'd it! And, O ſinner, doſt not 
thou think thou ſhouldſt rejoyce,: to find by 
Conſideration,that thy averſenels from Religion, : 
thy backwardneſs to Devotion, thy, aawilings 
neſs to ſpend time in-private Meditations, thy:! 
excuſartions of Sin;thy'palliationsafextravagant:! 
Deſires,thy pleadings for Licentiouſneſs, thy As. 
pologies for pleaſing the Luſts of thy fleſh, thy. - 
eagerneſs to run intoevil company ;thy deſires +0; 
wallow in uncleanneſs, thy longings after things. 
God's Word forbids, thy inclination-to unbelieky ; 
that all theſe are temptations of the Nevil, Corg- 
which that Fowler {preds and ſcatters before ther; 
unwary Birds, to kill.and to deftroy them ? Convr; 
ſideration would diſmantle Satan, ,pull. off his': 
Mask and Vizard, and convince thee, that the: ; 
ſweetneſs of the Potion is but to make'the Pois 
ſon go down moreglib ; and however: the. Þ3ll; ; 
. may be: gilded, it is but to'dazzle thee into Loye/\ 
with Eternal ruine, This would tell thee, logk;!+ 
here was the cave,into-which thouſhoyld'ſR have: 
been dragg'd, and then murthered; behind. this 
buſh, behind this temptation,lay the Lign watche:! 
ing thy playing withthe bait. , This,device was: 
tohave-madethee weary.of Religion, - the other: . 
was to have drawn away thy atfectionsfromGod;!: 
And what Man of Senle can reflut ogthgle hide 
den. things of diſhopnefty, he hath ned withng 
out Bleſſing the Almighty, and 2oing 0n like the: s 
Eunuch, As 8.. 39. in his way rejoycing ? 41 
V. Impedi- / 


V. Impediment. 


V. Danger of loſing their unlawful gain, It's 
_ _=_ onuſual for Men to _ » _—_ 
to r by-iniquity 3 to'grow ric rel. 
ſion, $a 2.0 86 590 in welt aceins Cal- 
lings; toget Mony by pleafing other Men in their 
Lott and to procure a livelihood by injuſtice, 
atid complying with the vices of the Age we 
live:m. The Devil muſt have ſome rewardsto 
beftow, elſe his Kingdom would ſoon'expire ; 
and though his Rewards,as well as Temptations, 
are'deceitful,. yet Rewards they are, and being 
preſent, and viſible, and conſequently apt to 


make the deeper impreſffions, they invite more 


ſtrongly, and careſs Men into defires atid appe- 


tite. Men many times would not venture on fin, 


burthat they believe iris the way to gain; and 
the known roadto advantage -and'emolument. 


And as fin is judged to be the way to profit, {o' 


they look upon't as the only means to preſerve 
what they have got andacquired. 

If «as had not had a Kingdom 1n his Eye, 
he would hardly bave daredto rebel, and; Vi- 
perlike; prey'd upon the- bowels that did' feed 
and'nourtſh him. Demas ſees, how plentifiilly 
the Heathen Prieſts did!live, what Credit, what 
mour, what Wealth, and Glory they enjoy'd, 
that makes him forſake' Chriſtianity, and 
embrace their ways. It was Gain made Deme- 
trix [o zealous for the worſhip off Dians'; and 
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the Afers of that Damſelthar had a Familiar 
" Spivitz, ſd earneft for rolling of Fortunes,andun-/ 


lawfal Divinations. Itisthis, that makes thou-- 
ſands comply with Mensſinful Humors, and-un« 


willingdeſs to loſe a TID —_ 
e, w rhaps they” 
and low: 


them:jogg on in a ' cour hich 
do:diflike. Tell them: of their 
dangerous it'is; the anſwer 1s, they cannot help: 
| It, andbecauſe they muſt not want Bread, they" 
muſt-neceflarily continue to offend God. Their. 
maintainance is wrapt upintheir CO 
and having laid it down as a. Maxim, that'nos» 
thing can: be ill that-makes for.-their-profit'agd»' 
emotument, they:defend their Sin andtheir Gain” 
together, andjuſtifie the one by the'other. He» 
that hath bur lictle to live upon in” the workd; 
/ What,ſhould hedo bus ſeek ſupport, where he' 
. can find it ? Andifprovidence caſt his lot among' 
Men, that will give him nothing, or ftopup'the_ 
River of their bounty. to him, except he do as 
they do, flatter their inordinate deſires, and ac 
commodate his Wilttotheirs,andLie,andSweary 
and. Drink with them;and commend their lewd-' 
_ er:doings; hemuſt takethat way, there being no'' 
_ other within profpedt. no! 5 gf 
This; it's like, made/Rubub turn Harlot, and'! 
many of the Jews, Publicans and Extortioners:: 
Nay,itblinds theEye,and whatever mendo looks ! 
harmleſs, wheresgain is-the/ matitle; that dothy! 
cover it, This' made: Hophyi and Phineas ſhame® 
theiriprofeſſion; and'Felzx pervert Juſtice. This 
made Fur a Traitor, and the Phariſces gulty' 
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of; moſt notorious ' Hypoctiſte.” Lord f. what 


doth'not hope-1of preferment make .Men'ido,: 


and, how is all Religion laid afide, whete igree- 


dineſs after Gain begins toengrbis the faculties? || 


'Ehis made the Jews become Idolaters. And we 
kpaw, who they were that told the-Prophet:Je- 


remy, As for the word that:thou haft ſpokentuntou 


inthe Name of the Lord, we will not hearkenunto 


thee': But me: witl: certainly: ay enaxrs 
E 


gets:forth out of | our own Mouth, to burn incen 
upto the Queen of Heaven, ang.to pour out arink- 
offering s unto her ; for then we had plenty of vietus 


als, and were well, and ſaw;no evil, But fince' | 


meileft off to burn incenſe ta-#he Queen of Heaven, 
aug to pour out drink-offerings unto her, we have 


whited all things, and have been conſum'd by. 


_ ſword and bythe famine. er. 44. 16,77; 
ISncms io! Mit fr en pare be | 


« 


(And -:indeed; this Principle, -that 1 ſinful lifs 


1Sthe-only. profitable lite; doth: :{o. ſpread, and 
infaft the Hearts of Men, thatmoſt are afraidto' : 
ſirdown, and cobfider their ways, tor fear Con- 
ſideration ſhbald::make therweary of a: (inful | 
life;and conſequensly maketliemquit andcaſhier. - 
the gain and profit they doireap>by it. - Profit, - 


19 the great goddeſs: the World adores, and to 
preſerve thar, Men. employ, their ſtrength and 


frignds,: and -make uſe of all opportunities to 
ſeture it 7 it's that; which they are truly jealous - 


of,-and which'is as dear to\them as their lives, 
andi\which makesthem climbRocks,andclamber 


pediments 


Mountains, and fight their way through all Im-. 
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pedimentsthat would oppoſe and croſs it : Touch 
that, and you touch the apple of their eye ; and 
whatever cauſe they are zealous for, though 
other reaſons may be pretended, .yet Profit and 
Intereſt commonly is the true cauſe that inflames 
their Paſſions, and makes their Spirits fervent ; 
and they ſeldom matter whether it be by lawful 
or unlawful ways, that they have made their 
Fortunes, ſo they be but made and advanc'd to 
ſuch a pitch, they'll be ſure to proteCt what they 
have purchas'd ; and it 15 not an eafie matter 
ſhall ſnatch it out of their clutches. 

Conſideration , that unruly faculty, would 
create ill thoughts of ſuch gain in their minds 
ſuggeſt to them the fate of Men, who make Con- 
{cience truckle to their Tatereſt, how they make 
God a ſlaveto man, and the Almighty a ſervant - 
to the baſeſt maſter,.even to the world 3 than 
which nothing can be more contemptible ! How 
by that means they bring in Atheiſm, anddeny 
God's Being, . it being all one, no God, and a 
God, that's ſubje& to the Creature, and how 
fearful conſequently their end muſt be, their pro- 
ceedings being, in «fe, nothing but a deriſion 
of the Deity. And therefore. as Men that are 
Toth to meet their Creditors, and when they ſee 
them afar off, turn our of the way, _that they 
' may/have no occaſion to ſpeak tothem ; fo the 
generality of Men do carefully ſhun Conlidera- 
tion, as an unhappy Npbjevr fdmnedl that will 
put them in mind of things they do nor defire 
to hear, and touch the fore they would nothave 
_M- hands 
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handled or medled withal, and ſearch into thoſe 
wounds they would not have healed up, or eome 
under the hand of a Phyſician. I do but think, 
_ . whata worldof Religious men we ſhould have, 
how Men would flock to Chriſt from all corners, 
what a number of pious Souls would appear in 
all places, if we could aſſure them, that a ſerious 
life will for certain furniſh them with an eſtate 
an{werable to their luxurious appetite ; and Iam 
apt. to believe, were men confident, and could 
they truſt to it, that they ſhould get an Eſtate of 
9 Or 10000 |, per annum, by frequent reading, 
praying, meditating, and obedience to Chriſt's 
Commands,the greateſt part would make a hard 
ſhift OFONger how to kave their fins ang vices, 
and apply themſelves to reformation ; we ſhould 
hear no more of the excuſes they now make, 
that they have no time, or that their condition is 
ſuch that they cannot ſerve God as they ſhould. 
The Impoſibilities; they now pretend, would all 
vaniſh ; ang they that now rack, and torment, 
and'tire themſelves for a little Profit, upon pro- 
ſpeQt of ſoconſiderable an advantage,would turn 
_ theirpainsand labour another way, and become 
very deyout Worſhippers of the holy Jeſus, and 
fin{nofuch troublein acircumſpet life, as now 
they do., One great reaſon why the Jews did 
not believe in Je/ws, was, becauſe he came with- 
Out a.Royal Train.. They expetted a Mefias, 
thit ſhould ride in triumph, cruſh the Heathen 
World, make the reſt of Mankind ſlaves to the 
ſeed of Abraham, and enrichall his Copntry-Men 
£06 | WIL 
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with the. Spoil of potent nations.z and had the 
Lord Jeſus given themaflurarices,thatallofthem 
ſhould have had preferment in his' Court, and 
be put into gainful Offices, whereby they mighe 
enrich-themſelves, and their wives, and children, 
| and live at their eaſe, to the ſatisfaCQtion of the 
fleſh arid pleaſing of theirſenſualappetitez where 
| oneadheredrohim,there would have beena hun- 
dred, that would have flock'd tohis Tent, and ve«- 
ry few ſtood out, or, with the invited gueſts inthe 
Goſpel, anſwer'd, 1 pray thee have me excuſed. 
Should Chriſt appear in a viſible ſhape from 
' Heaven to the Swearer, or. Drunkard, or Forni- 
cator, qr Adulterer, or Covetous, or any other 
of the ſinful Herd, with vaſt glittering Treaſures 
in his hand'; nay, could we, the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel; ſecure ſuch a Lordſhip, ſuch a Prin- 
| cipality, fkuch a Kingdom, fuch an Empire, to 
any of theſe Sinners, upon condition they would 
part with their Vices ; ſure, it would be a migh- 
ty temptation tothe, to ſhake hands with their 
Lilia impierties ; for I ſee they ſell their Souls 
to the Devil for 2, 3, or 400 1. many times ; and 
I am fo charitable as to think, they would fave 
them for a far more conliderable ſum. 
It's like, ſome would be fobrutiſh, fo ſwiniſh, 
| tf ſottiſh, (and yet but very few neither, that 
would rather ſtarve, than leave their Sins; dwell 


rather ina Hogs-ſtie,than renounce wallowing in 

the mire of their follies.; and Tive upon bread 

and water, rather than.deny their luſtful deſires 3 

and ſtoop to the I lowelt, and moft by 
2 " 
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did condition in the world, rather than bow to 
the noble Commands of Chriſt Jeſus ; but one 
might engage ſafely. for the generality of Sin- 
ners, Profic and Riches being the great Load- 
ſtone that makes Men willing to do any thing. 

I ſee, how, if a Prince, or other great perſon, 
Men depend upon or expect ſomthing from, dil- 
like ſuch a fin, they are guilty of, they can for- 
bear it, and comply with their Princes will 
anddevotion. I read of Theodoſius the younger, 
how all the Courtiers betook themſelves to Re- 
ligious exerciſes, when the Emperor and his Siſter 
would encourage none, but thoſe did ſo, and the 
Court became a kind of Monaſtery, ſo ſtrong an 
influence had the Emperors Example, and Wilt, 
on all that depended on his favour. When Di- 
onyſius of Syracuſe applied himſelf to Philoſophy, 
and countenanc'd none but Philoſophers, moft 
men, that ex{pe&ed any grace from him, became 
Students of Philoſophy. T ſee how a Perſon of 
Quality can frownall his Family into ſeriouſneſs; 
and the moſt vicious Servant he hath, for fear 
of lofing his Maſters Favour, and the good Place 
he bath under him, will find a way, for Profits 
{ake, to ſubdue his Inclinations, and take leave of 
a ſinful Pleaſure, ſince it is ſo, that he cannot en- 
oy that and his Maſters good will together: And 
therefore could we promiſe Temporal Crowns 
and Scepters, and Eſtates, and were we able to 
performgur promiſe,upon Mens quitting of their 
Sins, it*s very probable, Holineſs and Seriouſneſs 
would be mainly embrac'd and follow*d, __ | 
woar 
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what is now outof faſhion, would be as much 
che mode then ; and a perſon that' would not 
conform to the Rules and Orders of a Serious 
Life, would look like an Antick as much, as he 
doth now, that dares be truly good in a finful 
and adulterous generation. 

But ſeeing all the my we teach, cannot 
increaſe their Trade, and make their Rocks drop 
with Honey, and fill their Trunks with fſhinin 
Clay, they look upon that Holineſs, we preſs 
and recommend to them, as a very beggerly 
buſineſs, and mind it only on the By, when 
they have nothing elle to do. 

And this is it, confirms them 1n their fancy, 
That a looſe and vicious Life is the only gainful 
Life, a Maxim notoriouſly falſe, and which Con- 
{ideration would ſoon ſcatter, were it but call'd 
in to do its Office ; this would pull them by the 
ſleeve, and bid them look on the Covetous Geba- 
zi; how he-gor indeed by lying, but with his 
gain, inherited the Leproſie ; and how in the 

ame manner the Leproſie of fin will cleave to 
their Souls, harden their hearts, make them 
dverſe from goodneſs, and render their repen- 
tance difficult, if not unpoſlible ; and how this is 
but the Devils policy, by theſe little things,to rob 
them of the greater,and deludes them with theſe 
dreams, that when the day of the laſt judgment 
ſhall dawn, they may find themſelves the moſt 
miſerable creatures under Heaven 3 how by this 
their ſinful gain, they arin the Enemy againſt 
themſelves, and put a Sword into his hand to 
3 - de> 
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deſtroy, and kill them, this would repreſent tq 
them, how their gain, which hath ſo.ill a foun- 
dation, muſt neceſſarily -be a Moth in their E- 
ſtates ; and how promiſing ſoever their gettings 
may be for the preſent, they will ſoon bring a 
conſumption on their:Fortune, aad prepare for 
their greater ſorrow and vexation. This would 
repreſent to them, how ſuch gain doth purchaſe 
the wrath of God,and procures treaſures of Gods 
indignation, how 1t prognoſticates a more plen- 
tiful condemnation, and is a preſage of richer 
flames hereafter. This will lay before them that 
ſaying of Chriſt, Mar. 16. 26. What ſball it prox 
fit a man, if he gain the whole World, and loſe his 
own Soul ?- or what ſhall a man give in exchange 
for his Soul £ This would ſhew them their ſtu- 
pendious folly, in venturing eternal Torment 
for a little traſh ; and diſcoyer to them, how 
dear they buy their plenty. | 

Conſideration would let them ſee, That a 
ſerious Life is, in deſpite of all the ſuggeſtions 
of the Devil to the contrary, the way to the 
greateſt gain, and yields the moſt durable pro- 
fit, and lays a foundation for riches, which grow 
not old, and fade not away : That Abrahams Faith 
made him richer, than his Poſſeſſions did, and 
that Gods ſaying to him, I am thy ſhield, and 
exceeding great reward, proclaim'd him more 
wealthy, than all the Spoil he might have taken 
when he returned from the Slaughter of the 
Kings ; that nothing can be of greater value 
than Divine Love, and that Peace with God is 
a 
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a far greater Treaſurez than all the Gold of 0- 
phir ; and Reconciliation by-the blood of Jeſus; 
a nobler poſleſſion, than allthe Jewelsatd Pearls 
of the Indian Monarchs; and that the Apoſtle 
was in the right, when -2-comnted all things but 
loſs and dung, for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Chriſt, Phil. 3.8... | 
| This would ſhew them, That Friehdſhip with 
God, and Fellowſhip with: the Fathery :and his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, is worth more than Fer thou- 
ſand Worlds, and repreſent: to'them the groans 
of the. dama'd in Hell,. who, were they to live 
over their days again, would ſell all: they had to 
purchaſe this Pearl, ang give Ten thoulandmil- 
lions of gold, if they had them, for this Friend- 
ſhip, becauſe this Friendſhip would; blow out 
their Flames, and cool their burning Tongues, 
'which all-that maſs of Wealth will-not-do. 
Conſideration would lay open all the riches, 
a {ſerious Life procures ; it would let them ſee, 
that the interceſſion of Chriſt Jeſus is entail*d 
upon't, a bleſſing inconſiderable in the eyes of 
the world ,, but which Men will one day ſet a 
higher 'price upon, when it is too late; A bleſ- 
" ſing, which neither 7avtalus his wealth, nor Li- 
cinius Ims..lands, nor CHopatra's Jewels, nor 
Ae athogles his Golden Veſlels, nor Cre/ws his 
poſſeſſions, nor Cr-ſſ#s his demeſnes can; parallek 
To have an Advocate in Heaven, who anſwers 
all the Cavils and Exceptions, and Accuſations 
of the Devil againſt our ſincere Endeavours, 
who controls the rage and malice of the Ene» 
M 4 my, 


148 The Gzeat Law 
my ſteps in, while the Foe'is atguing againſt 
vs, ſhews his Merits, his Wounds, and the marks 
of his Nails, and makes our imperfe& Services 
paſs for current Coin in the Court of the High- 
eſt, covers the weakneſſes and infirmities of 
our Duties, perfumes our Devotions with the 
precious odours of his SatisfaCtion, offers up our 
Prayers 1n his golden Cenſer , throws his Gar- 
ment over us, {tops the Lions mouth rhat's ope- 
ned againſt us, contrives our Happineſs, pro- 
motes our Intereſt with God, and pleads, not to 
caſt us away from his Preſence, nor to take his 
holy Spirit from us ; what profit there is in ha- 
ving:ſ\uch an Interceſſor, none will ere long be 
more ſenſible of, than thoſe who have been de- 
ſtitute of the benefit of this Interceſſion, and 
indeed none {hare in that mercy, but men that 
dare apply ' themſelves to that ſerious Lite , 
whereof Conſideration is the Key. _ 

Conſideration would ſhew them, That this 
ſerious Life gains the afſiſtance and illumination 
'of Gods Spirit. A mercy of that moment, that 
without. it the greateſt Philoſopher is but a 
Dunce ; and a man lies expoſed to all the inſi- 
nuations of Seducers, is like a wave of the Sea 
toit to and fro, and his Wine of the: Vine of 
Seam, and of the fields of Gomorrha, his Grapes 
are Grapes of Gall, and his cluſters bitter, his 
W1ne 15 the poiſon of Dragons, and the venom 
of- Aſps, that is, even his Devotions are abomi- 
nations. And indeed, to have the mind ſo pur- 
ged, as to ſee the vanity and emptineſs ng 
u - 
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blunary ObjeRs, the beauty of Holineſs, the 
0diouſneſs and loathſomnelſs of Sin, the tranſten- 
dent excellency of God, the deſignsof Gods Pro- 
vidence, the methods of Gods Mercy, the reaſo- 
nableneſs and equity of his proceedings, and to 
be ſo affiſted from above, as to dare tooppole the 
moſt pleaſing Temptations, though they charm 
never ſo wiſely 3 and to eſteem one hours com- 
munion with God, above all the Preferments 
and Glories of the world ; (for in this manner 
the Holy Ghoſt aſlifts thoſe that apply them- 
ſelves to a ſerious circumſpeCt Life, ) he thar 
ſees no profit, no gain, no advantages in this 
Priviledge, may juftly be ſuppoſed to be quite 
blinded by the god of this world. 

Conſideration would let them ſee, That the 
Promiſes of the Goſpel are otherguiſe Riches, 
than plenty of Corn and Wine, and Oil ; that 
there is no Diſtreſs, no Calamity, no Miſery, 
wherein theſe Promiſes cannot hold a Belie- 
vers head, and ſupport him againſt fainting z 
that theſe can give content, when nothing in the 
world canquiet the Soul; and that theſe can make 
Men triumph, when they are made as the filth of 
the world, andas the oft-ſcowring of all things. 

Conſiderarion would let them ſee the unſpeak- 
able gain which attends the ſerious, ſincere, and 
ſelf-denyin Chriſtian, when he comes to die ; 
how little Fe is frighted, how big his hopes and 
expectations grow, how contentedly he leaves 
the world, how the thoughts of the everlaſting 
riches, he looks for, ſupport him, how God com- 


poles 
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Poſes his Spirit with refleQions upon his aps 
Proaching reſt, how his death is nothing but a 
ſleep, from which he will in a ſhort time awake 
again, and open his eyes, and behold the Lord 
ſitting on his Throne, ſtretching forth the Scep- 
ter of his love to him, and aſſuring him, that the 
day of Salvation is come, that the everlaſting 
Spring is at hand, which will make him forget 
the tediouſneſs of his travels, the burthens of [xx 
former life, and whatever in this World looked 
like anguiſh, and calamity. This would ſhew 
them, that the immarceſcible Crown of glory, 
the reward of a ſerious Life, doth infinitely 
tranſcend all that the World can imagine tq be 
advantageous and profitable. 
Nay, Conſideration would diſcover to them, 


That a ſerious circumſpect Life, entitles men: 


to Temporal gain,: as well as to Spiritual and 
Eternal advantages. This would ſhew them, 
that more Men are ruined in their Eſtates, by 
a Vicious, than there are by a Religious, Con-. 
verſation ; and that Drunkarks, Whoremon- 
gers, Adulterers, Ambitious, and Quarelſom 
Men, break ſooner and oftner in the World, 
than thoſe whoſe buſineſs it is to keep a Conſci- 
ence void of offence towards God and Man. 
This would ſhew them, that this Worlds Goods 
are not ingroſſed, or poſſeſſed altogether by 
Men, who flight God and their own Souls ; 
bur that even many of thoſe, who truly fear 
God, have a very large ſhare in temporal plen- 
ty and proſperity ; and that many times ON 
thrive 
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thrive the better for a ſerious Life, and a ſecret 
bleſſing attends them, Plenty ſteals upon them 
be _ expeQation ; and, as if ſome good An- 
go were at work for them, Riches flow inſen- 
ibly upon them,: and every thing they under- 
take doth proſper, inſomuch rhat themfelves 
cannot but wonder at their increaſe. 

This would convince'them, that many Men, 
who, during their ungodly Converſation, could 
notthrive, haveſignally proſpered in the World, 
as ſoon as they have applied themſelves to a ſe- 
rious Life, that the tace of their Afﬀairs hath 
been changed ; that Marsſſeh, who had nothing 
but Trouble and Diftreſs to attend: him, while 
he wallowed 1a his Iniquities, upon his return 
to the God of his Fathers, was brought back 
unto his Kingdom, . and lived in, Wealth. and 
Plenty ; that Nebuchadnzezzar, who for his 
Pride and Inſolence, was driven out of his own 
Dominions by his. Subjefts 3 upon his ſobriety, 
and acknowledging his folly, and adoring;'the 
God of Heaven, was on a ſudden reſtored to 
his former Grandeur , and that a ſerious Man 
is beft qualified for getting profit, and increa- 
ling an Eſtate 3 and that the generality of Men 
had rather deal with a conſciencious Man, than 
with a perſon who is careleſs of all things, but 
his own intereſt, as knowing, that being con- 
ſciencious, he dares not cheat, or deceive them, 
but will think himſelf obliged to deal juſtly 
and honeſtly with them, and do by them, as 
he would have others do by him ; and that this 
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is the grear misfortune of Ungodlineſs, and the 
plory of a ſerious Life, that one wicked Man 
dares not truſt another, but both good and bad 
dare truſt him, who ſtands in awe of God, and 
makes it, his great care and ſtudy how to 
pleaſe him. 

This would ſhew them, That the feriqus 
Man, in ers, Gemaweny takes the readiſt way 
to proſper in his ſecular Concerns ; and that as 
great a Paradox, as it may ſeem to ſenſual Men, 
there 1s not a greater truth in the World, than 
that which Solomon” ſpeaks of, Prov. 11. 34. 
There us he that ſcattereth, and yet encreaſeth. 
This would lay before them the Examples of 
Men, who by conſecrating a great part of their 
Eſtate and Incomes to pious and charitable 
Ufſes, have enlarged their - Fortunes, and by 
caſting their Bread upon the water, have found 
it again with intereſt after many days, who 
have denied themſelves in their ſuperfluities, 
and yet are grown rich _—_— away, and yet 
gotten more than they had in times paſt, This 
would lead them into the pleaſant Field of Gods 
Providence, and ſhew them how that wiſe and 


gracious God wheels and turns things about for 


the good of thoſe that dare truſt him for a re- 
compence, and makes that Money which was 
laid out for the uſe of the Needy, return with 
advantage and uſury. 

A remarkable Example whereof I cannot but 
alledge upon this occaſion. In N:ſ#4 there was 
a Religious Woman, who had a Man that was 
& 
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a Heathen for her Husband. They were poor, 
yet by hard Labour had got Fifty pound toge- 
ther 3 whereupon the Husband thought good to 
put it out to Intereſt, that they might not ſpend 
upon the main ſtock. His Wife, being a Chri- 
ſtian, readily told him, that none paid greater 
Intereſt for Money lent him, than the God of 
the Chriſtians. The Man pleaſed with the 
news, demands where this God was to be met 
with 2 The Woman told him at ſuch a Church, 
where he had Deputies to receive the Sum. 
They take the Money and to the Church they 
go, where they ſaw ſome poor Widdows fit- 
ting ; Theſe are the Deputies of the God of 
the\Chriſtians, ſaid the Woman, who will re- 


. ceive your Money, and pay you Intereſt. The 


Man not much pleaſed with his ſecurity, yet 
over-perſuaded by his Wite, lets the poor Wi- 
dows have the Money, who not knowing the 

Mans intent, thankfully received it. | 
A quarter of a year after, the Man finding 
himſelf pincht for want of Neceſſaries, bids his 
Wite.go and demand a quarter of a years Inte- 
reſt ; to which ſhe replies, that if he would go 
to thoſe poor Widows, and demand the Ule, ihe 
did not doubt but he might have it. a 
He goes and expoſtulares with theſe perſons, 
but what he had given them was conſumed, and 
they were ſo far from paying him Intereſt, thae 
they were ready to beg more of him ; withthat 
he goes ſad and ſorrowful out of the Church'; 
but going, he ſpies a piece of Gold, one of theift 
I Pieces 


ieces he had given to the Poor, which acci- 
Snrally it ſeems he had dropt, ig bis fir diftri- 
bution of the Sum upon the floor. He takes.it 
up, goes home, complains to his Wife of the 
Cheat thoſe poor Widows had put upon him, 
She bids him truſt that God, whom he had lent 
the Money to, and take that piece he had found, 
and buy Neceſlaries for their Family. He goes 
his way to the Market place, and among other 
things buys ſome Fiſh, which were to be dreſs'd 

for Dinner. | 
- His Wike, opening one of the Fiſhes, finds ig 
the belly a precious Stone , which betray'd its 
Worth by its unuſual gliftering. The Man car- 
ries It to * Jeweller, who preſently gives him 
Three hundred pounds for the Jewel, at which 
the Man tranſported, falls a Praiſfing the God 
of, the Chriſtians, and himſelf becomes one, 
aſtoniſhed with the Providence which had ſa 

miraculouſly diſpoſed of the ſecond cauſes fo 

his ſignal profir, and emolumeat. | . 
Conſideration would let them fee, How va- 
tious Gods Temporal Bleſſings are, which very 
often light on the head of a ſerious religious 
Man ; 'and though he hath no Trade, which 
fiands in need of Augmentation, but a ſtand- 
111g Revenue, how yet God may. watch over 
him fo, that he ſhall loſe little, and all he un- 
d:rtakes ſhall proſper 3 that his Houſes ſball be 
preſerved from fire, and his Cattel from decay 3 
th at his Fields (hall bring forth plentifully, and 
his Lands be as the "— of the Lord; age 
C 
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he: ſhall ſee Poſterity advance .in- Wealth and 
Honour, and his Childrens Children grow as the 
' Lilies, and ſpread their Branches 'as the Cedars 
| in Lebanon. of 
 Conſideration:would let them iſge, ' How ' a 
whole Kingdom thrives, where Seriguinek and 
the Fear of God is encouraged with vigor and 
ſincerity. What a darling a ſerious Prince. is 
to his Subjets, how well they love. him; chow 
highly they eſteem him, and chow. pleatyfully 
and contentedly they live under his ſhadow; 
This would lay before them the {Examples of 
Dgvid, of Solomon, of Hezekiab, of: h, of 
Antonine, Princes, for whom their, Suhbz 
would have in a manner pull'd out their-own 
Eyes, and given them to them; the Riches, 
the Honours, the Triumphs, the Viftorics, the 
| Careſſes of Foreign Monarchs,: that: were hear 
ped upon them, and all becauſe they: did: that 
which was right in the ſight of God, This 
would refreſh their Memories, how -upon - 3 
publick Humiliation God hath been entrea+ 
ted, and the judgments, under which a, Nation 
groan'd, have been averted ; and the Heavens, 
which before. were turned- into. Braſs, have vi 
lited. the Earth again with, Showres, and the 
| former Scarcity hath been transformed. into 
| Plenty and Abungance3 and how God hath-ſeeg 
their Works, that they turned from their: evil 
Ways, and hath repented chimſelt of the evil 
he hath ſaid,, he would do unto them, and hath 
not done it.. - *,; * | IG 


Con- 
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Conſideration would let them ſee, that 
though a ſerious Man ſhould decay - in the 
World, and his Conſcienciouſneſs be the cauſe 
of his Ruin, yet he would have more to ſupport 
himwander his T.ofſes than another Man, for how 
ſhould not he be able to ſupport himſelf, that 
hears the Son of God ſaying tohim, That there is 
no Man that hath left Father,;and Mother, Lands, 
and Houſes, Brethren and Sifters, for his ſake, or 
| for Righteouſneſs ſake, whether voluntarily, or 
' forced to it by Enemies, but ſhall receive a hun- 
dred fold in this life,that is in grace,and comforts 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and in the World to'cotme 
everlaſting life Mark. 10. 29. 3. and it could 
not but be a very great ſatisfaftion, that it was 
not any vice or [icentiouſneſs, that broke him, 
' "but a- good Conſcience, which is its own Re- 
ward, and the beſt Preſervative, againſt Mur- 
muring, Repining, and Deſpair, and very-often 
a Preſage, That God will ſet him up again, and 
as it was in Job's caſe, make the later part of his 
Life more proſperous than the former. 

By ſuch Reprefentations as theſe, Conſidera- 
tion would ſcatter this Suggeſtion of the Devil, 
That a ſinful Life, i the only geinful and advanta- 
geous Life, But what Argument can prevail 
againſt Experience ; and where Men have found - 
already, that their Sins have prov'd profitable, 
and that their careleſsneſs of Religion hath pro- 
cur'd them no {mall Advantages ? Their great 
care and ſtudy now muſt be, that they do not 
put themſelves into a way of loſing them Twas 
racre- 
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therefore exhort them to conſider, what the end 
of theſe things will be, and whether this be a like- 
ly courſe, ro get a title to the Inheritance incor- 
ruptible,reſerved in Heaven for Pelievers 3 they'll 
be ready to reply, What, part with my Liveli- 
bood ?.Quit that, which muſt ſupport my Family ? 
Would you have me ſtarve and periſh 2 Will 
your Righteouſneſs give me Bread ? Would you 

ave me precipitate myſelf into Ruin ? Will * 
nothing leſs ſerve the turn, than leaving all, and 
following Chriſt ? Why ſhould I deſpair, when 
God blefles me 3 and think ill of my way of 
living, when God, by proſpering my endeavors, 


- declares his approbation of my deportment ?. 


My Gain is his Mercy ; and it he did not allow 
of what I did, he would with-hold his Bene- 
diction. His giving ſucceſs to what Ido, ſhews 
his Love ; and I have reafon to believe he 1s not 
angry with-me for taking this courſe, becauſe 
he never croſs'd it by his Thunders. God would 
have me live in the World, and fince I have 
no other way to thrive but this, I muſt ſuppoſe 
ts that which God hath call'd me to. My In- 
duſtry is in Obedience to his Command, and 
why ſhould I fright myſelt with his Indigna- 
tion, when my proſperous Fortunes ſpeak his 
{miles and ſunſhine ? 

Ccnſideration would let them ſee, That God 
doth not bleſs them for their Sins, but doth it 


to invite them ro Amendment. That though 


Gods Bleſſings flow in upon them, while they 
ſin, yet thoſe Bleſſings are no approbergm of 
N :--- their 
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their Sins, but diſſuaſives rather 3 marks of Gods 
Beſeechings, chara@ers of his Entreaties, that 
they would not be ſo baſe, and unworthy, as to 
fight againſt him with his Mercies, nor make 
uſe of his Kindneſs againſt him, figns, whereby 
God lets them know, that he had rather hear 
their Hallelujahs in Heaven, than their Groans in 
Hell. Nay, this would ſuggeſt to them, That 
it may not be God that blefles them, but the 
Devil ; and that he, that is permitted to ſhew 
them all the Kingdoms of the World, and the 
Glories of them in a moment, hath power alſo 
to reward Iniquity ; and that proſperity which 
is acquir'd by fin, cannot be of God's making, 
but is an effect of the Devils bounty, who ne- 
ver gives but with an intent to murther ; and 
makes Preſents for no other end, but to make 
the Soul a Prey to his fury ; who gives, like the 
Grecians, only to overcome ; and ſeems kind, 
only to get an intereſt in the Sinner, and to take 
advantage againſt him, when there ſhall be oc- 
caſjon ; who bleſſes with a deſign to curſe, and 
rewards to harden Men in their contempt of 
the Almighty 3 who lets men reap Profit, that 
they may venture confidently on fin, and is 
contented, they ſhould have ſomthiag for their 
pains, that they may dedicate themſelves more 

entirely to his diſpoſal. 
So that it may be ſaid of ſuch a Mans Poſle\- 
Hions, as the Lacedemonian, in Plutarch, ſaid of 
Lampes, whom a Gentleman commended for 
being rich in Shipping, I do nor like that Feli- 
City, 
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tity, which depends ſa much on cords and 
threds. Indgeg, he ſpake it with reſpeCt to the 
uncertainty of -ſuch Riches, but we may juſtly 
call\uch a Mans Wealth, Cords, and Strings, in 
another fenſe ; Cords which intangle him, and 
by degrees tye him faſter and faſter to the De- 
vils ſervice-3 drag him-into hardneſs of heart, 
and impenitency, and at laſt into that Priſon, 
from whence there 1s no returning, till he hath 
paid the utermoſt farthing. | Io 
" But what: can you expect from Men, thatare 
reloly'd: pot to ſee, and are:{o wedded to their 
ain,  that,ithey are frighted with the:.very 
thoughts of 4 remedy, that ,would (clear their 
light, and ſhew them the fatal hand, that gives 
them theix- proſperity ; and diſcover to them 
the Fiend, - that conveys the gain, they ger in- 
to their hayſes, and bribes them into everlaſt- . 
ing Tortures, | 7 
O poor belotted Sinners! And do you loſe 
Heaven far this 2? 4s it for-this, you leap into de- 
ſtruCtion ? Ts it for. this, you hazard the Favour 
of God ? Is it for this, you ſcorn the Gold of 
the SanCtuary ? Is it for this, thab the Riches 
of Grace and Mercy are vile and mean, and 
deſpicable in your Eyes ? Is ic for this, that 
you break your ſleep, heat your blood, diſcom- 
pole your minds, diſorder your bodies, and alie- 
nate your afteCtions from him, who, being rich, 
became poor for your ſake ? Will not Feathens 
be your Tudges ? Will not Pheeion, Fabritine, 
Fabins, Diozenes, Socrates, Plate, Demetrius, 


N 2 Apollonim, 
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Apollonius, mere Heathens, who would not ac- 
cept of the Riches, they might have had, and 
which were freely offer'd them, left their Vir- 
tue ſhould ſuffer 1n the acceprance, and they be 
tempted to grow remiſs in their ſelf-denials. 
Would any Man think, you had rational, im- 
mortal, Souls within you, that ſees you live 
thus? Would any Man imagine that you be- 
lieve a Reward to come, that ſees you ſo gree- 
dy after a preſent recompence ? So greedy, that 
ou fight your way through Oaths, Curſes, 
ies, Oppreſſion, Extortion, Injuſticey Cove- 
touſneſs, Uncleanneſs, Blaſphemy, Flatteries, 
Railings, Slanders, Abuſes, Drunkenneſs, and 
through the moſt ſneaking, moſt ſordid, and 
moſt diſingenuous fins to get it ? To ſee this, 
what ſober Man would not bleſs himſelf ? What | 
Man of Reaſon would envy ſuch advantages ? 
Pity you he may, but he can never wiſh for 
your happineſs, for that which you call happi- 
neſs is miſery in grain, and muſt ſhortly die 
into endleſs lamentations, Yerily T ſay wnto you, 
you have your reward, Mat. 6. 5. 


VI. Impediment. | 
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VI. Inpediment. 


VI. Fear of being melancholy with' ſo much 
ſeriouſneſs, is another Impediment. © And as 
the Devil ceaſes not day and night 'to inſtill . 
this principle into Mens Minds, {ſo it uſually 

prevails with the jolly Crew, and ſuch as are all 
for Mirth and Raillery, and hate Sadnels as their 
moſt deadly Enemy. Conſideration they are 
afraid will ſtrike them into dumps, and'a view 
of the odiouſneſs and loathſomneſs of their fjn- 
ful Life, deprive them for ever of that merry 
Temper, kind- Nature hath beſtow'd on them. 
Conſideration of their danger, they fear, will 
put them in mind of the ſevere duries of Relig: 
on, and fuggeſt ſomthing to them that wilHie 
gnawing within, and make them, that they 
{hall never enjoy a merry hour again. They 
look upon Men abroad, who have applied 
themſelves to Conſideration of their ways, and 
ſtudied how they ſhall be happy after death, 
and find, it hath ſpoiPd their Triumphs, and 
caus'd them to walk about Siſtouraghs and de- 
jected. They hear of diſmal Stories, how People 
that have' been ſtudying things of this Nature, 
have been deluded by the Devil, and how 
ſome have Drown'd, and others Stabb'd them- 
ſelves : Though this is only an effeft of ſome- 
Bodily Diſtemper, which would have hapn'd 
to them, had they never thought on Spiritual 
N 5 Ob- 


162 - The: Great Law 


Objects, yet they are willing to impute it to the | 
auſtere Rules of Devotion ; and though the 
ſame Argument .-would hold againſt greedi- 
neſs after the riches of the World, which makes 
ſome Ven come ro-the Gallows, and. others fall 
Into ſtrange. tortures of the Mind," yet they 
wiſely. forbear examining the ſtrength of the 
Argument,: leſt they ſhould want pretences for 
their Lazineſs. They fre; how ſome,that think 
much of their Salvation, hang down their heads; 
like a Bulruſh, fold their Arms, and ſpend their 
days kn! Tears and Weeping, They ſee, how 
uncomfortable Conſideration hath —_ their 
Lives, how it hath, ilPd their Hearrs with Sor- 
row; and Grief, and Anguiſh, and they are 4- 
fraid, - this will be their fate, and. the effects it 
ha wth, wrought in others, fright them, leſt they 
ſhoulg be as diſ-onſolate; as they. . , While they 
maintain their Jolly temper, they can livequiet» 
ly, and with .contear ; and while they have little 
or nothing to do with thoſe ſerious things, Di+ 
vines do. talk of, they.;feel no diſturbance ; and 
why. ſhould they meddle with Conlideration, 
which will certainly infuſe ſad chqughts into 
their Minds, and give them Gall and Vinegar to 
drink 2 Might notoneplead as well, that it is in 
vain to Fortifie ſuch a Town againſt an Enemy, 
for nota few Cities in the World, that have been 
of ng great ſirength, have eſcaped well enough, 
and 'why ſhould they diſcompalſe themſelves 
with fears of an Aſlault, having been-ſecure (0 
m28y years W by ſhould they now begin i 
Cl = 
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diforder themſelves with diſmal Preſages, or be 
at the trouble of Digging, and Building, and 
raiſing Fortreſſes, when they can lie itil in 
their Beds, and indulge themſelves, and eat 
the Fat of the Land ? 

Andare not.theſe excellent Arguments againſt 
Conſideration ? Are not theſe very lofty and 
pregnant Reaſons, to confute the neceſſity of 
ſo great a Duty 2 Wretched, deluded Men ? 
Conſideration would let you-ſce, that there is a 
great difference between Melancholy and Seri- 
ouſneſs ; and that every Man that looks grave 
and ſober, is not charafice dejeCted, and diſcom- 
po'd within ; and that it's poſſible for Men 
not to rant, and tear, and ſwagger, and yet to 
enjoy great calm and quietnels in their Souls. 
That. a Man is not” therefore ſad, becauſe he 
will not ſwear and drink, nor therefore Hypos 
ghondriack, becauſe his Conſcience will not di- 
geſt thoſe Sins which you can ſwallow down 
without chewing. 

Conſideration would let you ſee, That you 
who allow yourſelves in Sin and Vanity, of all 
Men have leaſt reaſon to be merry, who have 
the King immortal and inviſible for your Ene- ' 
my, and the Blood 'of Jeſus ſpeaking againſt 
you, and Gods Spirit bearing witneſs of your 
Diſobedience, and know not how ſoon; God 
will open the flood-gates of his Anger, and 
how ſoon your Portion will be in outward 
darkneſs ; who have no title to the Benefits 
of Chriſts Paſſion, and are dead while you live ; 
N 4 wha 
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who have your Underſtandings darkned, your: 
iaward and outward Man polluted, and your 
Garments ſpotted by the fleſh. 

Conſideration would Jet you ſee, That your 
Joy and Mirth 1s but (hight and ſuperficial, fo 
far from. being ſolid, that oftentimes in your 
very Laughter, your heart 1s ſorrowful 3 and as 
fair as you carry things outwardly, your Con- 
{ciences cannot but tright you with an ap- 
proaching ſtorm ſomtimes ; and as metry as 
you ſeem to be, you now and then feel Terrors, 
which make you flee when no Man perſues 
you. This would let you ſee, how ſhart-your 
Mirth and Pleaſures are, and how they periſh in 
the very enjoyment, and are no better than But- 
terflies ; which when you have with great la- 
Þour and induſtry got into your hands, their cu- 
rious colours decay with a touch, and you can 
boaſt of nothing but a ſqualid Worm. This 
would ſhew you; that your Jollities are much 
like A:t//a's Nuptials, whole Wedding-day pro- 
ved his Funeral ; and like Philip the Macedoni- 
ar*s Triumphs, which in a Moment are turned 
into Sadneſs by the daring Pax/anias ; This 
would ſhew you how weak a thing it is, with 
Lyſimachus, tor a Cup of cold Water to loſe a 
Kingdom, and to hazard an eternity of Joy, for 
Mirth, which at the beſt 1s but as a Morning 
Cloud, and as the early Dew, which ſoon 
patſles away. 

Conſideration would let you ſee, That your 
Mirth 1s worſe than Sadnef and Sorrow, by 
| Caule 
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cauſe it proceeds from a ſtupified Soul, and 
from a hard heart 3 from a Soul whoſe nobler 
ſparks are oppreſſed with Soot and Aſhes, and 
which hath loſt its delicate : Palate, its refined 
Taſte, and is made ſd inſenſfibleof the purer tran- 
ſports of Joy, that it hankers after nothing but 
Earth, and fach droſſy, muddy,divertiſements;as 
Men of reaſon and contemplation, would ſcorn 
as much as they do the extravagancies of an 
impotent Enemy 3 -and that it'is rather a Man's 
felicity to be a ſtranger to your mirth, than 
unhappineſs, becauſe your Mirch is ſo. vain, 
our Delight ſfo-frothy, and' your Joy uſually 
ath ſuch a fearful end, an end; much like that 
of Belſhazzar, who made a Feaſt'to his Lords, 
drank. Wine before 'them, and, to make+ the 
Deboſhe complete, and to make' the blood 'of 
the Grapes drink with greater briskneſs, calVd 
for the Golden Veſſels, which his Father had ta- 
ken out of the Temple of Jeruſalem, as it iren- 
creas'd the pleaſure of drink to profane thoſe 
Veſſels by drunkenneſs, which were conſecrated 
to God ; and Wine our of a Bowl of the San- 
ctuary gave greater life to the Spirits, and res 
viv'd the heart more than a common Cup. But 
while their hearts danc*d and leap'd for Joy, an 
unknown hand from Heaven writes the tatal 
doom, the Charatters of Ruin, and the lines of 
death upon the Wall, and on a ſudden, The Kings 
countenance changes, and his thoughts trouble him, 


ſo that the joynts of his loins were loofen'd, and his 


knees [mote one againſt another, Dan. 5, 6. _— 
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Conſideration would let you ſee, That:your 
joy doth-not deſerve the name of joy, and that 
our Mirth is nothing but Wantonneſs, and 
hs much below a great Spirit ſuch Pleaſures 
are, how unworthy of a Man created after God's 
Image and Similitude, how empty they leave 
our Souls, and how, like the Sea, when eb« 
bing in muddy places, they leave nothing but 

Stink, and Filth, and naſtineſs behind them. 
Conſideration would let you ſee, That none 
can rejoyce ſo heartily as thoſe, who make God 
their Portion, and ſet the Lord always before 
their eyes. For, in'this caſe, they may be conki- 
dent, that not only God, but all his Creatures 
are their friends ; and that the Red Sea, which 
drowns the Egyptians, ſhall be their Wall and 
Bullwark ; and the Cloud, that's Darkneſs ta 
the Sinner, ſhall be Fire to them ; and thar, 
though God is neither Bread, nor Water, nor 
Lighr, nor Cloathing, nor Habitation, conſide» 
red by the rule of ſenſe, yet he will be all this to 
them, even Bread to feed them, Water to re- 
freſh them, Light to revive them, Cloathing ta 
warm them, and an Habitation to defend them 
from Wind and Tempeſt. This would ſhew 
you, That /ight is ſown from the righteous, and 
gladneſs from the upright in heart, Pal. 97. 11. 
And that no perſons in the World have greater 
reaſon to rejoyce than they, whoſe great care 
and ſtudy 1s, firſt, to ſeek the Kingdom of God, 
end hi righteouſneſs, as being perſons who are 
acquainted with a lively faith, and know by 
blefled experience what that hope means, 
| >IC% 
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whereby Men purifie themſelves, even as God- 
is pure; and what it is to be ſtrengthened with 


all might unto all patience, and long-ſuffering, 


and what the conſtraining love of God implies, 


and /what it 1s to be married to him, who 1s al» 


together lovely, and what it is to have union 


- and communion with him. | + 
.. Conſideration would ſhew; you, That peace 
of Conſcience, and honour with God, and'the 


Spirics making iaterceſſion for us with groans 
yautterable, . and pardon 'of Sins, ' priviledges 


which attend a ſeriqus preparation for a better 


World, are a continual Feaſt, and conſequently 
afford matter for.greater joy, than all the Rari+ 
ties and Curioſities; of this preſent life. This 
would let” you ſee, That that one bleſſing, par- 
don of. Sin, which aſerious Manenjoys, 15a Mer 
cy which he may juſtly rejoyce and triumph in, 
more than the greateſt Monarch of this World 
in his boundleſs Empire, and that neither Alex- 
ander's Vittories, nor Avgxftas Ceſar his Tran-« 
quility, nor Dari«s his Plenty.can equal that 
rejoycing, or deſerves to be compared with 
it. This would lead your thoughts-to take 
a view of the preſent condition of the un-« 
happy Spirits in Hell, to whom pardon of Sin 
would be a greater comfort and refreſhment, 
than all the pleaſutes of this World diſtilPd 
into quinteſſence. - Should a Proclamation-be 
made 1n that diſmal Vault, by ſome Angel 
ſent from Heaven, that all Priſoners are freed 
from their Guilt, by the new and living way, 
abt even 
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even by the Blood of Jeſus, and 'that God hath 
co ndeſcended at laſt, and is prevail'd withal to 
forgive their Iniquities ; what kaping, what dan- 
cing,'” what joy, what gladneſs,” what exulrati- 
on of ſpirit, what ſerenity of face, what a chear- 
ful air would appear in every corner of that 
loathſom Priſon ! How would one Wretch jog 
the other, and 'bid him break out into praiſes 
and celebrations of his Maker, for ſo great a fa- 
vour ! How like Heaven would Hell look on a 
fudden, and all their Howlings, which grief and 
anguiſh did draw from them, change into excla- 
mations of gladneſs ! How -would their Hearts 
{well and dilate themſelves; and tranfport them 
into anextaſie of joy ! How ſordid, how mean, 
how pitiful, how inconſiderable would all their 
former ſenſual 'Pelights ſeem to this Pleaſure or 
Satisfaction |! 
Confideration would let you ſee, That what- 
ever Men that are become'vain in their 1imagi- 
nations may prate, there is no pleaſure, no fel. 
city, like that which flows from walking in the 
ways of God ; and that fin hath trouble and 
vexation for its individual companion ; that 
Pride, and Envy, and Ambition; and Luſt, and 
Revenge, whilſt they promiſe eaſe to the ſin- 
ners Mind, do but torment it morez that Good- 
neſs is the beſt ſecurity, that the Joy of the 
whole Earth is Mount S:oz ; that in this Gar- 
den are the ſweeteſt Roſes, the moſt odorife- 
rous Flowets, the moſt fragrant Plants 5 Roſes 


which have no prickles underneath, like your 
Care 
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carnal delights.; Flowers which wither not a- 
way, like that frothy Mirth which the laughter 
of Fools affords ; Plants which feed, and nou- 
riſh, and heal, and poiſon not, like thoſe airy 


fatisfaftions which flow from making proviſion 


for the fleſh. This would- repreſent to your 
minds the Examples of millions of Saints, who 
are able from their own experience to affirm, 
that the ways of ſeriouſneſs are truly ways of 
pleaſantneſs, and that all her paths are peacez 
that they have found more fatisfaCtion in being 
door-keepers in the Houſe of God, than they 
have done in being Maſters of the moſt glorious 
Tents of wickedneſs ; that they have had more. 
joy from contemplation of Heaven's Glory, and 
from refleting on the All-ſufficiency of God,, 
in one hour, than ever they received from run- 
ning up and down many years together, after 
the things the vain World is enamour'd with» 
all ; that they would not be in that miſerable, 
unregenerate, ſtate again, if they might have 
whole Kingdoms toentice them ; and that there 
is no condition in all the World ſo full of briars 
and thorns, and anguiſh, and pain, and diſqui- 
etneſs, and trouble, and vexation, as a ſinful 
life, and an unconverted eſtate. 

This would fet before you the Example of 
St. Paul, who could glory and rejoyce even in 
Tribulations ; and whereas his Enemies could 
rejoyce in nothing but in Money, in Health, in 
Power, in Honour, in Dignities, in Delicacies, 
in Silks, in rich Tables ; he could rejoyce in 
Ship- 
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Shipwracks, in Stripes, in Perils, in Falſe Ac- 
cufations ; and that which appeared terrible to 
others, ſhewed pleaſant to him 3 and as bitter 
as the root of his Aﬀictions was, it produced 
notwithſtanding the ſweeteſt fruits, even the 
fruits of Humility and Charity. 
This would ſet before you the joys of David, 
T will rejoyce and be glad in thee, Plal 9.2, In 
thee, not in Voluptuouſneſs, not in Luſtful Tou- 
ches, not in a Curious Taſte, not in Precious 
Odours, not in the Melody of Airy Songs, not 
in the Beauty of a Female, not in the Applay- 
ſes of Men, not in Matrimony, not-in Children, 
not in raking Wealth together, but in thee, who 
canſt make even broken bones rejoyce, make the 
Conſcienceskip, and the heart dance for joy. 
Conſideration would let you ſee, That thoſe 
ſerious Perſons who look dejefted and melan- 
choly, have joys within which no ſtranger inter- 
meddles withal 3 and as little ſhew as they 
make of chearfulneſs, they carry that within 
their breaſts, as can make their life a perpetual 
Jubilee. So far is Conſideration from making 
Men melancholy, that it points at the things 
where the greateſt joy is to be found ; and as 
Conſideration it{elf is a pleaſure, as we prov'd 
before, ſo it is a guide to lead Men into ſuch a 
Paradiſe, as they would be content to loſe them- 
ſelves 1n, and deſire no greater felicity on this 
ſide Heaven. 
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V IL Inmpediment. 


V II. Fear of going diſtraftcd with poring on 
things too high for their capacities. e avetſ(< 
neſs from a truly ſerious circumſpett life, in moſt 
Men, is ſo very great, that they'll entertain the 
abſurdeſt,fillieſt, and moſt childiſh pretences, ra- 
ther than be perſuaded to that courſe, God and 
his holy Angels, Scripture, Conſcience, Minis 
fters and all the Providences of God do call and | 
invite them to. And ſuch a ſhift is that we 
have before us, a plea ſo impertinent, that we 
might juſtly -ask the queſtion, Whether thoſe 
that make uſe of it, are not diſtracted already ? 
Men had as good give us a down-right anſwer, 
and tell us plainly, That they will not take 
their everlaſting State into conſideration, and 
will have nothing to do with Salvation, as make 
us conclude ſo much from their unſteadineſs 
and tergiverſations. Their aCtions ſhew it, Why 
ſhould they deny it with their lips 2 Their 
works declare it, Why ſhould not they con« 
fels it ? God concludes ſo much from their con- 
verſation, Why ſhould they love to bear the 
World in hand, that it is not ſo 2 The Hea- 
theniſh people of Congo were honeſt, who being 
baptiz*'d into Chriſtianity, and underſtanding 
afterward, that the Religion they had embraced 
required Chaſtity, and forbad Polygamy and 
Laſciviouſneſs, came back to the Prieſts, that 
had Baptiz'd them, and there ſolemnly __ 
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ced their Baptiſm, alledging, that they were re- 
ſolved not to part with theſe fins, and ſince the 


Chriſtian Religion did forbid them, it was in | f 


vain toown themſelves followers of that Religi- 
on, the Rules of which they were reſolved not 
to obſerve, or liveupto, Here the Prieſts knew, 
what to make of them, and did never after-ex- 
better things at their hands. But it's other- 
wiſe with the generality of Men, that call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians; They love to leave God and 
themſelves, and their Neighbours in the dark ; 
and we find, they halt between two opinions, 
unreſolved, whether they ſhall follow God or 
Baai. They would neither diſpleaſe God, nor 
the Devil. The Devils favour they keep, and 
maintain by their ſecret averſeneſs from a ſeri- 
ous Preparation for another life ; and God's 
good-will they court, by pretending that they 
would follow him, were it not for ſuch and ſuch 
obſtacles and impediments. And indeed, their 
Fleſh does no ſooner ſuggeſt an excuſe to their 
Minds, but rhey pron flatter themſelves, 
that that ſhift will be a ſufficient Apology for 
neglett of their Duty. And though going di- 
trated. wich Conſideration, be a thing very 
ualikely, next to impoſſibility, yet a pitiful 
ſhift being better than none, this comes in with 
the reſt, and helps to rock the Soul into a plea- 
fing lumber ; it ſeems their Brains are ſtrong 
enough to contrive, how to promote their own 
Fall, but will not ſerve them to ponder, how 
to keep themſclves from Ruia. 
E229 | - One 
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One would think they could not be worſe. 
- mad than they are already, and therefore they 
might venture upon a ſ{crious Conſideration of 
; theirways without danger. Take a view of thy 
ations, finner ! Go into Houſes where Mad-men 
ate kept, and ſee whether thy deportment and 
praCtice be not as like theirs, as ong.thing can 
be like another : It's the Charattef@Mai-men 
to chooſe means alot INS to the end 
they deſign, if they offer to Kindle a fire with ſhi- 
ning braſs, or attempt to build a houſe without 
materials, or think that a net will ſecure them 
_ the bittereſt Froſt, or hope to be Maſters 
of a Trade without learning of it, or talk ot be- 
ing acquainted with ſach a Language, when 
Bey age neither Books nor Men to converſe 
withal 3 we juſtly look upon them as diftraQted : 


' And would not one think thou art beſides. thy 


wits, that hears thee hope for Heaven, withour 
taking the way that leads to it ? And ralk of be- 
ing faved, when thy aCtions favour only of pre» 
pr; for eternal miſery ? To hope to be 
_ faved by following the DiQtates of thy fleſh, is 
as wiſe an aQ, as to hope to be warm by fitting. 
upon Ice, or by ſurrounding chyſelf with Snow- 
balls. Thou wouldſt take thar Man to be be- 
fides himſelf, that ſhould chooſe to lie all Night 
1n'Mire and Dirt, when thereis a convenient Bed 
provided for him ; or that ſhould. prefer ſleep- 
ing on a Dunghil, before repofing himſelf upon 
a cleanly Couch. And doft not thou'aQ-the. 
fame madneſs, when thou preferreſt lying in the 
6 O ar”: 
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arms of an Enemy, before reſting in the bo- 
ſome of a gracious Redeemer 2 And hadft ra- 
ther reſt in fin, more odious and loathſom to 


God than any Dunghil, than delight thyſelf 


in him, whoſe ſervice is perfe& freedom. 

Can there be greater madneſs, than to prefer 
Stone before Bread, and a Serpent before a Fiſh ? 
And is not thy diſtraCtion as great, to eſteem a 
fioful pleaſure more, than the favour of God ? 
And ſet. by the droſs and dung of this World 
more than the excellency of the knowledge 
of Chriſt 2 No Man commends Mi4as for his 
Wiſdom, when he deſired, That all things he 
touched, might. turn into Gold, for hereby his 
very Vicuals ſuftered Tranſmutation, and he 
was ſtarv'd : Andart not thou as fooliſh, when 
thou defireſt nothing but Worldly eaſe and 
pleaſures ? when thoſe things thou doſt ſo ear- 
neſtly wiſh for, will be thy undoing, and thoſe 
very delicates thou longeſt for, will at laſt fa- 
miſh thy Soul for ever ? 

Who takes not the Corinthians for diſtrafted 
Men, when they abuſed the Ambaſſadors of a 
Powerful Republick, which could cruſh them 
into Ruin? and art not thou as much beſide 
thyſelf, when thou doſt vilify and flight the 
Meſſage of the-King of Heaven, and not only 
ſtopp'it thine Ears againſt the offers of Vercy,but 
putteſt 1I|-conſtru&tions on the Endeavours of 
God to convert thee, as if he intended to rob thee 
of thy Happineſs, when nothing but that Endea- 
vour can procure it ? Is this thy Wiſdom, 


to 


- 
- 


bring' thee to thy right Senſes again: -This 
wats? O 2 
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to negle& the weightieſt Concerns, and ſpend 
thy time in admiring Bubbles? Is-this thy Wiſ.- 
dom, with Rehoboam, 'ro deſpiſe the Counſel of: 
the Grave and Ancient, and follow the adviceof 
young Men tonegle& what the Ancient of days 
proclaims in thine Ears, and to hearken what a 
few raſh Youths do ſuggeſt ? toſlight what the 
moſt 'prudent Men aflure thee upon experience: 
to be ſo,. and to tread in thoſe paths which thy: 
greateſt Enemies entice thee to walk in ? Is this 
thy Wiſdom to prnees few Drops, before an ims 
menſe'Ocean of Bleſſedneſs; an Atom before an 
Infinite 3 and the ſmalleſt Duſt upon the Ballance 
before.Mount 2zon, which can'never be-moved? . 
Is. this thy Wiſdom, to thruſt away Salvation 
with both arms, and to oppoſe the Endeavors of 
that-God; that everi compels thee to come to the 
aca. of- the Lamb? Is this thy Wiſdom to lie 
ina Dungeon, when aPalace is prepar'd for thy 
Reception 2 and to-be enamour'd with Detor- - 


wy itſelf, when thou art courted by him, who 


1s alrogether Lovely ? Is this thy Wiſdom, to 
rely oh broken Reeds, rather than on the Rock 
of Ages? and to truſt more to Caſtles in the 
Air; than\to him who is the Ancient of days, 
and'hath promis'd neither to leave, nor to for- 
fake thoſe that call upon him faithfully ? 

And when the Caſe ftandsthus with thee, when 
thou' art as mad as thou: canſt well be, ſure 
thou -needeſt nor be afraid, that Conſideration 
of thy-ways will make thee ſo. Conſideration? 


why this would make thee ſober. This would 


would 


- 
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would -make ;thee live like a. rational Man a» 
gain. This would reſtore thee to thy Wits 
again. This would ture the Diſtempers, of thy 
brain. This would be ſo far from promoting, 
that it would chaſe away,allmadneſsand diſtra- 
Qtion. This would clear thy Macerienging 
and reCtifie thy: Will and AﬀeCtions, and make 
all thy Faculties move; more orderly. .. | , 
Conſideration would. let thee ſee, what mad- 
neſs it is to deſpiſe hit, whom thou ſtand'ſt moſt 
in need of ; and to negle& that, now, which 
upon thy death-bed, thou wilt wiſh thou had! 
minded day.and night. This would reprefent 
to thy Mind, what weakneſs of Judgment it 
is, tocall thyfelf happy, with Cre/ws, before thy 
end, and to fatter thyſelf with Felicity, before 
thou knoweſt, whether the later part of thy 
Life will be agreeable to-the former, . or, t9.the 
preſent;in affizence and proſperity. This would 
ſhew thee, what a folly it. is to flight the Fuuy- 
tain of living Witers, and to hunt after 47okep 
Cifterns' which can hold no Water ; and to eſteem 
# wilderneſs, = Land of Defarts, and of pits, a 
Lind of dronght, and of the ſhadow of; death -; 'a 
Land which 20 mar paſſes throngh, and.wheve, no 
21an dwells, infinitely more than « plerivful Coun- 
Fry, Jer. 2. '6. This would ſhew thee, what a 
folly. it is' to forfeit the Favour of him. that 
mult be thy Judge one day ; and to:make him 
thy Foe, without whoſe Mercy, thou-muſt all a 


/Prey ro Helliſh furies ; to-feotn that -Provafion 
'now, the Crums whereof thou wilt be glad ro 


gather 
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gather one day ; and to mock his kindneſs now, 
when. one day thou wouldſt rejoyce at the leaſt 
fmule of his Countenance, if thou couldſt bur 
have it. This would ſhew thee, what a folly it is 
to be raviſh'd more with a painted* Coronet, 
than with the real Glories of 'a Kingdom ; and 
to rejoyce more in the. preſent pomp and ado- 
rations of a Stage, than in thy right to the rever- 
ſion of a Crown ; and what diſtraCtion is it to 
think, that the great God, who changes nor, 
will make thoſe bleſſed, who renounce his Bliſs; 
and quench Hell-fre for men, becauſe they are re- 
ſolved to run into it.; to make thoſe like unto 
the Angels of God, that will live like Beaſts 
here z and prefer thoſe to his Throne, that would 
not have him to Reign over them. This would 
ſhew thee, what a folly it 5 to make merry at 
the brow of a Pit, and toſing care away, when 

thy ſins call for Mqurning and Lamentation. 
Conſideration, Sinner, would let thee ſee, 
That there is no Wiſdom like that Wifdom, 
which makes men wile unto Salvation ; which 
makes them deliberately take God for their 
Guide and Portion, and ſearch into thoſe things 
which do moſt nearly concern them, which 
makes them attentive to Gods Providences, 
and conſiderate jn examiging the Reaſons and 
End of his Love to Mankind, which makes 
them chooſe the Good and refuſe the Evil, and 
teaches them how to prefer the ſuggeſtions of the 
Spirxt,.. before thaſe of Fleſh and Blood, which 
teaches them to apply things to their own S6uk, 
| O 3 _— afld 


ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world, 
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and to reduce general Precepts 'to particular 
perſons, times, places, and to digeſt them into 
Spiritual profit, and emolument ; and that thoſe 
who deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, vols 
: 3 
looking for that bleſſed hope, and the g lorious appear- 
zng of the great God, ana our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
are the only Men that are 1n their wits ; and 
that the reſt who forget their calling, and walk 
not worthy of the vocation wherewith they are cal- 


. ted, do really unman themſelves, and livebelow 


their reaſon. This would ler thee ſee, that thoſe 
whogive all diligence to add to their faith virtue , 
and to virtue, knowledge z and to knowledge, 
temperance ; and to tcmperance, patience 5, and to 
patiense, godlineſs ; and to godliweſs, brotherly 
kindneſs ; and to brotherly kindneſs, charity : and 


are not barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of 


our Lord Feſws Chriſt, are the Men that chooſe 
the fitteſt means for the greateſt end 3'and that 


he that works to day in God's Vineyard, and 


ſo numbers his days, that he may apply his 


| heart unto wiſdom 3 and lives like a perſon, 


that remembers he hath a Soul to be ſaved, is 
the Man, who governs his Aﬀairs with diſcreti- 


on. This would let thee ſee, that Men do pre- 


tend to Learning in vain, while they are igno- 
rant of Mortification of their Members, which 
are-upon the Earth, and of Spiritual Life , 


; which is every Mans greateſt intereſt. That 
, the Painter doth but draw the PiCture: of his 
:,own Ruin, who is not wiſe for eternity, or doth 


not 
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not repreſent to his mind. the Images of that 
Glory, which ſhall ere long be revealed in holy 
Men, ſo as tolead a life, which may be a prepa- 
rative for it : That the Di/patazt is no better 
_ than a Heretick in Manners, who doth not rea- 
ſon himſelf out of the ſnares of ſin, and ſhews 
forth out of a good Converſation his works 
with Meekneſs. That the Logician, who re- 
ſolves all knotty Arguments, is but a Fool, 
while he knows not how to keep himſelf 
from the Wiles of the Devil ; and that the 
Grammarian, who rettifies the errors of Speech, 
is but a Mad-man, while he takes no care to 
reCtifie the Errors of his life. That the 4/#rono- 
wer, who tells the Stars, and: calls them by 
their names, is vain in his imaginations, while 
he hath not his Converſation in Heaven. That 
the Metaphyſician, that ſpeculates things above 
Sepſe and Nature, 1s but a very indiſcreet per- 
ſon, while he takes no heed to make God his 
higheſt comfort and delight. .' That all Opticks 
are nonſenſe, which do not teach Men to be- 
hold the Mighty God that made them, and 
all Geometry but confuſion, which leaves Men 
ionorant of the height and depth of the love 
of God. 

Conſideration would diſcover to thee, that 
God who 1s moſt wile, is moſt holy too, and 
that in vain we imitate him in one Attribute, 
except we imitate him in another, and how ir- 
rational a thing fin.is, what ſtrange unmanly 
actions it puts Men upon ; ations which they 
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muſt be aſham'd of, if ever they are faved ; 
and muſt renounce and deteſt, when they have 
done them, if ever they arrive to inward peace 


and fatisfation. This would ſet before thee 


the Euge's, the Applauſe, the Honour God be- 
ſtows on thoſe, who are ſo wiſe as to take their 
leave of ſin, before ſin leaves them; and exer- 
ciſe themſelves unto godlineſs, that they may 
attain unto eternal lite. 
But what will not prejudice do ? It was that 


which made the Jews call Chriſt a Samaritane, }. 


a Devil, a Win:-bibber , a Friend of Publicans 
and Sinners. Ir was that, made them hale the 
Apoſtles to their Governors, and cry out, Away 
with them, it*s not fit they ſhoulda live npon the 
earth, Tt was this made Ahab hate the upright 
Micaiah, and the Athenian condemn the juſt 
Ariſtides, though he had never ſeen him. It 
| was this made the poor Man, who knew not 
what John FHuſſe's Dofrine was, ſo buſje and 
induftrious to carry. Wood tor his Funeral Pile, 
and as zealous to kindle it, inſfomuch, that the 
Martyr could not but cry out ; O holy Sim- 
plicity ! It's this fers Men againſt Conſtderati- 
on of their ways, and makes them give out, 
that it will crack their Brains, and diſorder 
their Underſtandings. Indeed it will cauſe a 
tumult in the Soul, a conflict between the Spir 
Tit and the Fleſh, between Chriſt and Belzal, 
- but ſuch a ſtrife, as will end in a glorious calm. 
When Conſideration enters, madneſs vaniſhes, 
as wild Bcafts do creep into their Pens -at the 
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approach of Day-light. The World may make 
men go beſide themſelves, Conſideration redu- 
ces the whole man to ſobriety. Confideration' 
indeed may put men 'ypon ations, which, in' 
the World's apprehenſion, may be madneſs ; 
Thus it made St. Anthony part with all his ſyb- 
ſtance to'the Poor, that he might have Trea- 
ſure in Heaven 3 and made others live u 

Herbs, and Bread and Water only, that there- 
by they might ſubdue their Luſts the better ; 
but of this, none can judge ſo well, as he thar 
is the Fountain of Wiſdom, even that God, 
who is Wifdom itſelf ;. and if he ſet the mark 
of Wiſdom on them, the verdiCft of the World 
is to be regarded no more, than the judgment 
a blind man gives of Colours. I know, he that 
will deny himſelf in ſenſual Pleaſures, and 
trembles at a ſin, which others laugh at, and 
is afraid of offending God even in {ſmaller mat. 
ters, and prays with all Prayer and Supplicati- 
on, watching thereunto with all perſeverance, 
paſſes for a mad-man with men, whoſe Con- 
ſciences are defiled 3. but ſuch mens Tongues 


' + are no flanders : And Conſideration would 


ſhew, that nothing is more agreeable ro the 
rules of Wiſdom and Prudence, than to live 
in conformity to the Will and Pleaſure of him, 
who is the great Sovereign of the World, and 
hath given us Souls capable of being govern'd 
by Moral Laws and Precepts, and is refolv*d to 
ſcourge him with Scorpions, that knows his 
Maſters will, and doth it not. 


It 
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It was Sin made the Prodigal diſtratted, it 
was this puffed him up, and tempted, him to 


Tay with Pharaoh, Who i the Lord, that T ſhould 


obey his woice ? It was this made him ill-natur'd, 
and turbulent, diſcompoſed his Underſtanding, 
and robb'd him of the Notions, which Nature 
and good Education had planted in him ; and 
in this he diſcover'd his folly, . that he left his 
Father's houſe, and travelld into a far Coun- 
try, as far from Heaven and Holineſs as he 
could, and there waſted his Subſtance with 
riotous living ; whence it came to paſs, that a 


Famine ariſing in the Land, he would fain - 


have fill'd his Belly with the Husks the Swine 
did cat, and no man would vouchſafe them to 
him. Conſideration brought him to himſelf, 
and to his happineſs again, and his ponder- 


ing, How many ſervants of my Father have bread. 


enough, and to ſpare, and I periſh with hunger ? 
I will ariſe, and go to my Father, and will ſay un- 
t0 him, Father, I have ſinned againit heaven, and 
before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy 


fon ; make me. as one of thy hired ſervants, Luke 


I5, 27, 18, 19. This, I ſay, brought his reaſon 
Into order again, and conſequently prepared 
for his quiet and happineſs. And indeed, the 
confeſſion of Men, who put oft the old, and put 
on the new, Man, created after God in righte- 
Quineſs and true holineſs, ſhews what we are 
to think of Conſideration, When they come 
in good carnelt'to reflect on their former Sin- 
fu} liſe, they are ready tqcall themſelves a thoy: 
an 
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fand Fools, and Beaſts, and-Sots, and wonde". 
how it was poſlible for them to live ſo long di- 
rely contrary to reaſon, and to all the prin- 
ciples of gratitude and humility. Confidera- 
tion ſets all to rights again, and they would 
not for any thing, but. that they had rumina- 
ted on their Folly, and compared it with the 
Intereſt of their Souls, and the Will of God, in 
order to a jult — of their madneſs ; 
for now they are lenſible, that before they un- 
derſtood nothing to any purpoſe , and aCted 
but like Changelings, contrary to all the di- 
Qtates of the Law of Nature, and thejr own 
Conſciences. Thus Conſideration, as Avanias 
did to Saul, comes 1n, ' and immediately there 
fall from the ſinners eyes, as it were ſcales, and he 
receives fight forthwith, and ariſes, and ftrength- 
ned, Acts 9g. 19. . And Wiſdom enters into his 
heart, ſuck Wiſdom as before he was a ſtranger 
to: The Merchandiſe of it is better than the Mer- 
chandife of ſilver, and the gain thereof than fine 
gold : ſhe is more precious than rubies , and all the 
things thou canſt deſire are not to be compared une 
to her. She ts 4 tree of life to them that lay hold 
upon her, and happy is every one that reteins her. 
Prov. 3. 14, 15, 16, 17. 

Conſideration enlightens him, and makes him 
wiſer than Socrates, more learned than the Dru- 
zdes, more ſagacious than the Brachmanes, more 
quick than the Gymxoſophiſts, more apprehen- 
ſive than the Perſian Mu i; Epicurns, though 
called the Sun of the Warld, Anaxagores , 

| though 
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_ ftyled the 'Mind of Mankind, 4rifo+ 
tle, though Surnamed, The Sea of Wiſdom, the 
Miracle of Learning,” and the laſt attempt of 
Nature, yet are nothing _—_ with-a Man 
whom Conſideration hath reduced to that wi/- 
dom which is from above, firf pare, then peaceable, 
gentle, exſie:to be extreatea, without partiality, and 
without hypoerifte, full of good works, 


V III Imped/ment. 


VIIE. 42 opinion,. that Converſion, ov turning 
to God, as Divines do repreſent it, is not neceſſary 
$0 Salvation. We may charitably beligye, that 
moſt men; who are averſe from Conſideration, 
come ta Sermons, and we may ſuppoſe, that as 
careleſs as they are in hearing the Ward of the 


living God, ſomtimes. before they are aware, 
ſomthing ftrikes their hearts, and ſticks with 


them 3 which when. they are any way ſober, 
or free from buſineſs, will goad ang ſting them 
into Conſideration of their ways ; and not ſel- 
dom, with Aerippe, they are almalt perſuaded 
to take their finful lives 1ato ſerious Conſfidera- 
tion, and feel good purpoſes, and wiſhes, and 
intentions, and deſfiresin their Souls, toJet time 
apart for pondering how they may bs conver- 
ted, and dedicate themſelves ſincerely to God's 


| ſervice, in order to their everlaſting bliſs. But 


in{uch caſes, either the Devil, or their corrupt 
hearts, are ready to whiſper in their ears, that 
Converſion is not ſo operoſe, ſo laborious, fo 

dread-= 
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dreadful a thing, as is defctibed in' publick 
diſcoutſes 3 and that the' Men that Preach, 
ſtretch it father than needs ; and oonfequently 
Confidetation , how to ger into that, ſtare, 
that's recotnfnended to thettr , is "altogether 
needleſs ; for if that ſtriftnefs and oſt walks 
itg with God be not neceffary, why ſhould 
any Man break his brains with Gonfideratt 
how to attain to that hinmble, ſelf-denyi 
circumſþett life, as is faid 'to be the effari 
ingredient .of Converfion. _- ©. © 

I know not how Conyerfioh 'catt Be made 
more neceſfaty,' that Chrift hach made it. 1F 
daily Bread be neceflary, if Meat 'and 'Drittk 
be neceffary, if Raiment be nceffary,' if Health 
and Strenpth' be neceifary, then Converfion ts 
neceſſary, tor it is the bread which cotnes Yown 
from Heaven, it is the'meat and Urinf vf our 
Souls 3 This fnuſt keegtheni warrn, hl. cover 
them, and make thettr Healchy, ahdftrong, 
and vigorous. It's that, which Heivenr'IF ett 
failed Gy, iand: without which, Med'\ if they 
dare take the word of thar' Jeſlts, whom th 
do believe' to be the Son” of Goth, Y cat 
for nothing ee bur everlaſting de 


Se A en ih 
dren, .ye (ball not tntey imts the Kjng i0m of Hea- 
wen, Vat: 18. 3. are the exprefs wordsdf bit 
who:came' from Heaven, to reveal Nis Fathers 
will 5, Words, which ſhoutd firike Nite" Fittn- 
der, pierce like Lightning, frighten Tike Ghofts, 


rY 


and, like Charms, birid the Soul to' het gootl 
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behaviour ; Words, which do not only jmport. 


the abſolute neceflity, but repreſent the nature 
and manner, of true Converſion. - And if the 
words added, by way of Explication, be 


throughly.weigh'd, it will appear to any-ra-, 


tional Man, that that laborious Converſion, 
which the Miniſters of the Goſpel preſs and 
commend, 1s no other, but what Chriſt re- 
quires in.order to Salvation ; for what can be 


. the, meaning of this phraſe, becoming as /ittle 


children, but that Men muſt learn to be ch1il- 
dren in malice, 1 Cor. 14.20. pull down their 
Paſſions, watch over their inordinate AﬀeCtions, 
overcome themſelves, and harbour no grudge, 
no. hatred,. no. revengeful thoughts in their 
hearts, againſt thoſe. that have offended them ; 
and, like new:born babes, deſire the ſincere milk of 
the Word, that they may grow thereby,. 1 Pet. 2. 2. 
z. ce. with al humili " an alabrieyy 
es to and ruled, and go- 
Vi by the Su .and Injunctions of 
Chriſt; -1n the Goſpel, . without. diſputing or 
contradicting his Commands, though levell'd 
againſt fleſh and blood,. as: much as_ Children 
leave themſelyes to the guidance and direCtion 
of their Nurſes 3 and haye neither ſtrength, nor 
will, nor malice, to oppoſe the Will or, Order of 
thoſe that do lead them : Not that Chriſt for- 
bids examining either the Divinity, or reaſon- 
_ableneſs of his DoCtrines and Injundtions:' No, 
God is not afraid to bave his Will trid and ex- 
-amind by right reaſon ; for as it is the efet o 
| "> 4 Ol 


ty and. alacrity,. ſubmit 


of Conlideration. I$7. 
the higheſt reaſon, ſo it muſt needs be moſt a- 
greeable to reaſon, it being impoſlible, that truth 
can be inconſiſtent with truth 3 Go, lay together 
all the Principles, which that ſpark of Divinity, 
right reaſon, doth ſuggeſt. Do not conſult the 
reaſon of ſenſual Men, who call Laughter Rea- 
fon, and bruitiſh Delights effedts of a human 
underſtanding 3 ſo Devils may call the fire they 
roll in, the light of God's Countenance : Bute 
ſummon together all the principles, which the 
wiſeſt Men 1n all Ages have unanimouſly agreed 
' 0n, and let God's will be tried by that touchitone, 
and its glory will ſoon appear ; its CharaQters, 
like the Stones of the High-Prieſts Bphog, will 


-  Slitter and ſparkle to admiration : And there- 


fore Chriſt doth ſo little diſcourage Meh from 
trying the Divinity of his Sayings and' Com- 
mands, by the rule of right reaſon, that in ſeve-. 
ral places he bids the Phariſees, and whoever. 
were his Adverſfaries, to judge impartially of 
the Arguments he gave for the Divine original 
of his Dottrine. And without all peradven- 
ture, this liberty every Man hath to examine, 
and fatisfie himſelf, whether the InjunRions of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, . were things that dropt 
from Heaven or no, But then, where Mea are 
convinc'd, or have ſufficient reaſon to be con» 
vinc'd, that theſe Precepts are the peremptory 
will of God concerning their Salvation, (as any 
perſon who is not a Changeling, or a mere Na- 
tural, may find upon due examination and ins 
quiry, if hewll ; ) there expeas moſt Tl 
#[> T Ys | 


188 The Gnat Law 
ly, that all pretences, and excuſes, and carl 
reaſonings, © ſhonld fall, and the Soul ſabmir 
readily to the yoke of Chriſt, and refign its 
will to'Chrift's Will, (though it cannot for'the 
preſent comprehend the true reaſon of ſome 
Commands,) and ſuffer itſelf to be afted, and 
guided by theſe Laws, without contradiftion, | 
or oppoſition, or tergiverſation, denying and te- 
nomcing every apprehenſion , or fuggeftion,. 
that would ſolicit or tempt it to- ſtart aide 
from fincere obedience, and all diſcourſes, that. 
would daſh or impede its willingneſs and rea- 
dinefs to embrace ther. Ska 
And indeed, this is all we mean by true Con- 
verfioh, v/z. ceaſing to obey the diftates of the 
World,” the Fleſh and. the Devil, and endea- 
vouring Tetiouſly to live up tothe precepts of the 
Gofpel, Wirhout asking'our' Euſts, or vain De- 
fires, whether they are willing to it or'no 3 'a 
firicere reſolution to get from under the yoke of 
Sin, and to take the Lord Jeſus, who bonghr 
us with'his own blood, our ſupream Ruler and 
Governor. - And ſince thete can be no Govern- 
ment without Laws, and we never heard of any 
other Laws, Chriſt gave, but what we have in 
the Goſpel, we cannot, and dare not. but con- 
clude, that to live up to thefe. Laws of the 
Goſpel, is troe Converſion. And therefore an 
vnconverted Sinner is called a Man without 
Law, not but that he hath a Law in his Mem- 
bers, warring continually againſt the law of 
his Mind, nor that he lives under no law 
CO the 
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onthe Earth, Fornicition, Uncleannels, Inor 
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the Land; but becauſe he doth not make the 
Law of Chriſt, the rule of his Thoughts, and 


Words, and Actions, which upon his Conver- - 


fion he begins todo, and becomes a' Man that 
lives by rule, and is as cautious of doing any 
thing againſt that Law,though 1 ſecret, and re- 


moved from the ſight and preſence of Men, as if 


the greateſt and graveſt Aſſembly did ſurround 
him, 
And indeed, the Primitive Chriſtians took 
no perſon to be converted, that did not make 
theſe Laws the great Rule of his Life,and ſhew'd 
by. his aCtions, that. he priz'd, and eſteem'd 
and valu'd theſe Laws, above all the Orders, 
and Decrees, and Conſtitutions of the greateſt 
Monarchs. Not thatthey diſobey'd the Laws 
of their Prince, where they claſhed not with 
any Law of God; No, this they ſcorned' 
and abhorred, nay, they gloried in .their 
ſubmiſGon toall the lawful commands of their. 
Superiours;but where the Laws of their Prin- 


ces interfered with any Law of Chriſt, there 


they ſhew?d, by their chearful ſufferings, that 
they had a greater Maſter to ſerve, and that 


there was no greater King, than Conch. 


ence. 
When we do intreat and admoniſh Men to 


be converted, what do we do, but 'perſuade 
them to mortifie their Members which are ups 


199 
the Civil Magiſtrate; he can live in no ſociety, 
but he muſt be ſubje& to the Municipal Law of 
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nate affeion, evil concupiſcence,and covetouſ- 
neſs, which is Idolatry ; and to put off anger, 
wrath,malice,blaſphemy,and filthy communica- 
tion out of their Mouths; and to put on bowels 
of mercy, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meek- 
neſs, long-ſuffering, ſo as to forbear one ano- 
ther, and forgive one another. To let the 
word of Chriſt dwell in them richly ,1in all wil- 
dom, teaching andadmoniſhing one another in 
Pſalms and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, ſinging 
with Grace in their Hearts unto the Lord ; and 
whatever they do in word or deed, to do it all 
in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, giving 
thanks unto God, and the Father through him. 
To be poor in ſpirit, to be meek, to hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs, to purifie their hearts, 
to follow peace with all Men as much as in 
them lies. To be patient under {landers, re- 
proaches, and perſecutions. To live in aſenſe of 
future joys, and of an everlaſting recompence. 
Fo avoid all apparent occaſions of evil, even 
things that are harmleſs in themſclves, if they 
ovoke, or tempt to ſin. To avoid Swearing 
.1ntheir ordinary diſcourſes and communicati- 
ons 3 to love their enemies, to do good to them 
that hate them,to pray for them which perſe- 
cute them, and deſpitefully uſe them. To give 
Alms without any {iniſter ends, to pray without 
affeQation of vain applauſe, or laying any ſtreſs 
upon the length of their prayers. To faſt with- 
out oſtentation, to lay up their Treaſure in 
Heaven, to truſt God's Providence in their 
ot rejpetiye 
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reſpetive Callings and Conditions, to love 


' him better than the World, to uſe the Wotld as 


if they us'd it not; not to grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God, whereby they are ſealed unto 
the day of Redemption. Not to judge raſhly 
but to forſake their greater fins, betore they 
find fault with the Iefler tranſgrefſions of their 
Neighbours. Not to be coldand indifferent in 
matters of Piety; not ro be peeviſh, or 
froward, or impatient, to hearken to the re- 
proofs and exhortations of faithful Monitors ; 
not to be pleaſed with their own praifes, nor to 
comply with ſinful Men in their vitious inclina- 
tions; not to liſten to the diftates of fleſh 
and blood, to the cenſures, backbitings, re- 
proaches, aſperfions, which profane Men caſt 
upon the ways of Holineſs ; to be bold as Li- 
one, in maintaining the honour of Religion,and 
in daring to be good in a ſinful Generati- 
on. To walk in the ſtrait way, and take pains 
for Heaven. To avoid Hypocrifie, and to ma- 
nifeſt their profeſſion by their Lives; both to 
hear, and to do what they hear, and to bring 
forth fruits meet for Repentancez and to let 
their light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may 
ſee their good Works, and glorifie their Father 
which is in Heaven. To be faithful unto death, 
and to hold out to theend, and to ſuffer for 
the Teſtimony of Jeſus, if God think fit to 
call them to itz and to confider him that endu- 
red {uch contradiction of ſinners againſt him- 
ſelf, leſt they be weary and faint in their 
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Minds, to feed the hungry; to cloath the naked, 
and viſit the ſick, and to hope, and to believe, 


that they ſhall be rewarded at the ReſurreCtion 
of the Juſt, 


Theſe are the great Leſſons, we beg of Men, 
that they would hearken to; Leſſons, which 
would refine their Souls, clarify their Reaſon, 
make them fit for converſing with him, that 
dwelleth in the Heavens. | 

Thele are the things, we would have them 
labour after, when we intreat them to turn, or 
to be converted unto God ; and what are all 
theſe Performances, bur Duties enjayn'd by our 
Lord and Maſter, upon pain of Damnation ? He 
hath proteſted, that thoſe who wilfully negle&t 
thele Laws, and do not think themſelves obli- 
ged to obey them, when yet they profeſs 
themſelves to be his Diſciples, ſhall find by 
wofulexperience, what it isto tread under foot 
the Son of God, and to turn away from him 
that ſpeaks from Heaven. He is unchangeably 
reſolved, where Men make light of his invita- 
tion, and ſlight theſe reaſonable terms of Salva- 
tion, and entertain his Meſſage with contempt, 
and neither repent of that contempt, nor teſti- 
he their Repentance by Tears, and Sorrow, and 
Reformation, and Obedience for the future, ro 


Jet them: have that Eternal Miſery, that un- 


quenchable Fire, whereby he thought co fright 
and wean chem from their Luſts, and. to drive 
them igto Paradiſe ; and which. is ſo far from 

| £ terrifying 


CEE cm... — 


of Conſideration. 9; 


terrifying of them, that they run into it moſt 
. +greedily, . ſeem to invade thoſe. flames, and to 
be in love with endleſs agonies. 


And now let any. Man in his wits, judge, | 


whether Converſion in that Senſe, we ſpeak of 
both in publick and private, ,be nor indiſpenſa- 
bly neceſſary? And whether Conſideration 
how to be converted, fall not_ under: the 
ſame neceflity ? Our Nztures are not 10 gt 
prone to goodneſs, that we may yield to theſe 
Laws, without examining and thinking what 
way we ought to take, to work our hearts into 
'a holy willingneſs to ſubmit;for it'sa ſwimming 
againſt the ſtream, climbing up a Hill, running 
\counter to our” inclinations; and therefore the 
Soul had need be fſeaſon'd with Thoughts 
'of the admirable contrivance, goodnels, profit, 


benefit, and advantages of thele Laws, and of 


the love and compaſſion of God that ſhines in 
them; and of the harmony, order,. calmnels, 
peace, and ſatisfation, Obedience.caules, before 


'wecan conform our Wills to his Will, who is 


reſolv*d, that Dogs and Swine ſhall not enter 
into Heaven. Indeed, a Man that will obey, 
and be ſaved, muſt be a thinking Man, his Mind 
mult ſet fail, and' launch out into the deep ; 
fetch the antient Hermits from Agypt, Saints 
from Jeruſalem, Parthians and Meaes, and Ela- 
mites, and what: Holy Men lived formerly in 
-Poxtus, and Afia, Phryzia, and Pamphilia, and 
bring them into his own Cloſet. fet them before 
his Thoughts, behold how they kept under their 


P 3 Bodies, 
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bodies, and brought them in ſubjeQiion, left 
they ſhould miſs of a recompence in the reſur- 
rection of the Juſt. 

But what ſhall we ſay ? when Men are re- 
ſolv'd to live like Swine, and will not believe, 
that God demands that Holineſs of them, the 
Scripture ſpeaks of ; when they believe God to 
be altogether ſuch'an one, as they themſelves, a 
friend toſin, and falſe in his threatnings; when 
they believe, that Diſcourſes of Divines about 
Converſion. are no more but talk, a caſt of their 
Office, and that themſelves give no credit to the 
things, they Preach to others 3 when they be- 
lieve, that God | denies them nothing, that 
their Nature prompts them ro, and is 
pleas'd with their Frolicks, and Divertitements, 
When they believe, that the great end of their 
Creation is to get Money ; and that they have 
a Being given them. in this World, to fill 
their Beilies with all the Dainties, they can gets 
when they do not heartily believe a judgment 
to come, and look upon the flames of Tophet 
but as painted fire; when they take worldly 
Felicity for their Heaven, and: wiſh there 
were no other Beatitude after this life, but Mx- 
homet's Paradiſe. When they account that 
co be the beſt Calling,and Condition, and Place 
for them to live in, where they have fulneſs 
of Bread, and Money enough, and Inſtruments 
of eaſe, as Coaches, and Chairs, and Horles, and 
Servants to attend themz When they do fo, 
we had as good tempt them to knock their 
heads againſt a Wall, as perſuade them intb a 


ſerious 
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ſerious Conſideration of their ways. Without 
all peradventure, it's wotth conſidering, that 
God intends ſomthing by the aforeſaid Pre- 
cepts, ' and that they are not deſign'd for Beaſts, 
and irrational Creatures; that God doth not 
think ſo light of them as we do; and. hath a 
fenſe of Honour, and will not let a wilful con- 
tempt of chings ſo Sacred, and ſo Venerable, $0 
anpuniſh'd; that Obedience makes Men like 
unto God, and cauſes them, in ſome meaſure, to 
approach the Holineſs of his Nature ; that thoſe 
certainly muſt be in'a better condition, when 
. they come todie, who follow theſe Rules, than 
the other, that know no Laws, but the diCtates 
of their own licentioufneſs ; that theſe Laws 
enjoyn nothing, but what agrees with, and 
promotes,the proſperity of Mankind 3 and that 
if we believe God to be jealous of his Glory, to 
obey -thefe Laws, muſt, in all probability, be 
the moſt likely way to pleaſe him ; that theſe 
Precepts do ſignally advance the Dignity of 
Human Nature, are cloſing with them, ſhews 
the generoſity - and greatneſs of Man's Soul , 
that he dares live above the common level of 
Mankind 3. that to become fſubje&t to theſe 
Laws, is the ſafeſt courſe, and a Man cn loſe 
nothing conſiderable, by that ſubjection, if | 
there wereno other World ; that all thoſe that / 
ſubmit to theſe Laws, cannot be Fools, and if 
the wiſeſt of Men cloſe with theſe InjunQions, 
it muſt, to: ſpeak moderately, be very great 
umprudence to laugh at them. 

But where Converſion is thought a thing 


P-4 ſuper- 
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ſuperfluous, no marvel, it Conſideration be 
look*d upon as a task fit only for Men, who 
have nothing elle to employ -their time in ; 
And yet in rheir Temporal concerns ſpper- 
fluous things are moſt coveted, Rooms of State 
they ſeldom make uſe of, more proviſion than 
they can well ſpend, more furniture than they 
need, more Garments than they have juſt oc- 
caſion for ſo thar ſuperfluous things are not 
always caſt aſide, and therefore Converſion 
might, at leaſt, beas much minded, as thoſe ſu- 
perfluities of Vanity. But the ſame reaſon 
that ſerves them in Temporal, doth nat ſerye 
them 1n Spiritual things, and they will count 
that a good Argument 1in matters relating to 
their Bodies, which they will by no means ad- 
mit of ina point relating to their Souls, though 
the cale and circumſtances be the ſame. And 
as it is with Men, that will not receivea Pre- 
ſent ſent them from one, they ſcorn, they do not 
only refuſe the Gift, but will not ſee the Meſ- 
ſenger that brings it : So here, Conſideration 
being the Meſſenger that would preſent them 
with the vaſt Treaſure of Converſion, they not 
only reject the Gift, but the Donour too.  In- 
deed, where People deſpiſe the Houſe, they'll 
have no great value for the Porch 3 and when 
the end ſeems netdleſs, they'll not trouble 
themſelves much about nſing the *mearis that 
lead toit. And ſuch perſons we' mult leave to 
be convinced of the neceflity of Converſion, 
by their puniſhment. Since Reaſon cannot 
perſuade them, Judgment muft take away hc 
| feat bize aff | oye EN EINER a0 0 Vet 
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veil from their Eyes. What Exhortation.can- 
not effect, Thunder muſt . produce. What 
they will not believe upon the Word of Gad, 
they muſt be forc'd to give aſfenr to by the 
flames, they ſhall ere long feel the rageand fury 
of; and God, who could not be Glortfied in 
their Converſion, muſt Glorihe himſelf-in their 
everlaſting Confuſion. | 


I X. Impediment. 


IX. Miftaking the Nature of Conſtderation. 
As the way to life is but one, ſo the ways that 
lead to deſtruction are infinite, and without 
number. And ſuch root dath a ſinful life, if 
not check?d betimes, take in Men, that if they 
can but find the ſhadow of an excuſe, they 
will not fail to lay hold of it, that they ma 
not part with what they love ſo dearly. It's 
from hence, that all theirlittle attempts.to per- 
form their Duties, paſs with them for the Du- 
ties themſelves; as if lifting up, or moving -a 
piece of Lead, were as much as carrying of it 
trom one place to another. They would be 
angry with their ſervants, if demanded, what 
work they have done, they ſhould reply, that 
they have executed their Maſters Commands, 
when they have only touch'd the Plow witha 
hager, or play'd with it rodivert them; and 
take it very ill ofa Waterman, that ſhould 
ask Money of them for carrying them to,the 
place, they intended for, if he ſhould but give 
| | "2 
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a ſtroke or two with his Oar, and fo give over, 
and laugh at that perſon, that ſhould pretend 
he hath made them a fire, when he hath laid 
but two or three ſticks together. The foll 
they find fault with in others, they praCtiſe 
themfelves; and while they attempt to take 
the Mote ottt of their Brother's Eye, they are 
inſenſible of the Beam, that is in their own 3 
for thus, we find, they do proceed, When ex- 
horted to a ſerious conſideration of their 
ways 3 they take every ſad Thought of their 
Spiritual Concerns for Conſideration, arid a 
rambling imagination of their danger, paſſes for 
contemplation of their Spititual wretchednefs. 

Becaufe now and then, when ſome lofs or 
affliction befalls thern, a melancholy conceit 
ſteals into their minds3 and when they cannot 
havetheir Will, or arecrofled, and diſappoint- 
ed in their Worldly expectations, they begin 
to fret, and grow impatient, and in that im- 
 pattence give a look to the Image of Fe/as , 
and his Diſciples, who endured great aMiQi. 
ons ; becauſe when their Children have dealt 
_ unkindly by them, or poverty is like to come 
upon them, they vouchſafe to let in a tranſient 
Contemplation of the: World's Vanity ; and 
when fome great Man hath caſt them off, or 
their Friends are diſpleas'd with them, they 
do flightly reflect on the never-fading compaſl- 
fion of God, and caſt a careleſs look on their 
fins, that may have deſerved the trouble they 
_ are: under; rhey give out, they confider the 
| things 
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things that belong unto their Peacez and if 
thoſe flaſhes do not produce theſe effeRs in 
them the Holy Ghoſt expeCts, they are apt to 
charge Conſideration with inſufficiency, and 
cry out oy Tat it, asa means improper to Pro» 
duce that ſeriouſneſs of life, which God requires 
of them, in order to everlaſting happineſs ; as 
if, like Aqua fortis, it would take out the Ink 
which Sin and the Devil have caſt on their 
Souls in a moment, and a Raven could be 
changed into a Swan, with aa Almighty Fiat 
Ler it be ſo, and it muſt be ſo; wherein they 
appear to me like. young and neity Chymilts, 
that are impatient, and will not let the Hlex- 
ftruum ſtand long enough, but would have the 
Experiment perte&, before the matter be ripe 
for operation ; and thus they come to miſcar- 


ry. | 

To think how Mea play the fool with Religi-! 
on,how aukwardly they go about it, and how 
wy the Apologies are, they make for this neg- 
lect, cannot but makea ſober Man admire, how 
It's poſſible for them to ſink into ſuch ſunplici- 
ty, or fondneſs rather, to delude their own | 
Souls, They know. it is not a firoke or two 
that will fell a Tree, nor knocking twice, or 
thrice, that will pull down a Houſe, nor blow- 
ing {lightly, that will make green wood burn3 
and yet that they ſhould be fo ſottiſh, ſo im- 
pertinent, ſo abominably careleſs in the great- 
eſt concern of their Lives 3 and Fancy,that a few 
careleſs Thoughts now and then will proces | 

that 


| 
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that circumſpett Life God commands and 
urges, betrays ſo greata ſhallowneſs of Rea- 
fon, and is an act ſo weak, that I know not 


how to give it a name diſparaging, and low 
enough. © | ON 

Alas! Conſideration, as: hath been hinted 
before, isa frequent reiterated lively repreſen- 
tation of the danger of a (inful life z and, SIN- 
- NER, Didſt not thou go abour it like a Man 
that is in jeſt, thou wouldſt ſee what won- 
ders it doth cauſe, Didſt thou ſet. upon this 
thoughtful task in ſober ſadneſs; and if the firſt, 
and ſecond, and third Conſideration, would 
- not weaken the Fortifications, or ſtrong holds 
of infquity, affault them with freſh ſupplies of 
"Thoughts, and aggravate the ſins, thou wouldfſt 
be rid of, and think how: often lighted con- 
"victions border upon the ſin vain the Holy 
Ghoſt, and move, God to ſwear in. his wrath, 
"that ſuch Men ſhall never enter into his Reſt, 
thou would(t not find that reliſh in fin, which 
"now thou doſt ; thou wouldſt hnd it hath more 
'of the Gall and Wormwood 11 1t, than of the 
Honey. Thy fenſual appetite would loſe much 
'of its heat and fury, and thy ' paſſions would 
'be brought into a cooler temper. Eliſha bids 
the King of J/racl [mite upon the pround, and 
"he [mote thrice , aud ſtayed; And the Man of 
"God was wroth with him, and ſaid ,” Thou 
(houlaeſt have {mitten five or ſix times , then 
haaſt thou ſmitten Syria till thou hadſt conſumed 
them, 2 Kings 13- 18, 19. An emblem of 
-— IE what, 
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what is to be done in the cafe. before: us.” - Sin» 


may be weakened by ſome ſtrokes of Confidera- 
tion, but will not be conſumed without thoſe: 
ſtrokes be often repeated. + E909 

One great error Men lie under, . is this, / that. 
they conſider the pleafure of Sin; more than the. 
benefits of a ſeriousReligious life 5 and what-: 
ever hath moſt of my Conſideration, muſt ne- 
ceſlarily prevail moſt.with: me. : Let but the: 
want of Gods love be more thought of; than' 
outward poverty, and Gods Holineſs,and hatred: 
of Sin dwell on your . Underſtandings more, 
than the diſpleaſure and contempt of Men. | 
Let but the Concerns of your ,Souls have: 
more of your Contemplations than: the' ſa-» 
tisfa&tions of the fleſh, and you'll ſee other 
efteCts. I's 
. But where Men ſuffer the ſenſual fatisfaQti- 
on, they have either felt or heard of, to play. 
upon their fancy, and to ſport itſelf with their: 
imagination, where they dandle the foft con-: 
ceit, and call the ſmiling pleaſure to mind oft- 
ner than the real and liq pleafures of Holt- 
neſs ; there the former cannot but get the:bet- 
ter, and play the Sovereign, and rule the Soul, 
as will appear ( to mention no more ) from 
theſe two inſtances: Such a Man 'is troubled 
with laſcivious Thoughts, and luſtful-Defires; 
when the finful Thought ſhoots firſt into rhe; 
Mind, 1t he dopreſently call in -Conſideratinns 
of God's prohibition, and anger. and-of ever= 
laſting burnings, and ſet before his eyesrhi _ 
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of Sodom and Gomoryra, the brevity, and tran- 
ſitorineſs of theſe fleſhly fatisfaCtions, the tears, 
the anguiſh, the griefthey muſt coſt him,if ever 
God ſhould accept of him; the uncertainty of 
his life, the hazard he runs of being cut off, 
before he may have a heart to repent ; the 
multitude and variety of fins, his Luſts will en- 
gage him in ; the diſeaſes and infirmities he 
may procure 3 the unquietneſs of Conſcience, 
he ſhall pull down upon himſelf, &:. and re- 
ſolve to enlarge upon thele diſcouragements, 
and do it, as often as he finds his fleſh grow 
unruly and troubleſom , hell certainly get 
the yiftory , and captivate his Luſts to the 
obedience of Chriſt Jeſus. But when theſe 
Conſiderations are call'd in only for formali- 
ties ſake 3 and the ſinner, to make God fome 
recompence for the folly he delighrs in, and to 


ſtop the mouth of the crying Child, his Conſci- | 


ence, not out of any love tothe Duty, but forc'd 
and dragg'd, as Men go to the Gallows, is con- 
tent to think a little of his extravagance; and 
that which gratifies his fickly paſſions, is ſufferd 
to be the chief gueſt of his Underſtanding ; 
when inſtead of Arguments againſt theſe Lulits, 
he lays out for Topicks, and Conſiderations, 
which may diminiſh, and take off from the 
greatneſs of the Sin, as, that God will not be 
angry for one fin ; and that fure, God remem- 
bers how frail and weak his nature is, and that 
he doth not intend to allow himſelf long in it, 
and that he. would fain avoid it, but cannot F 
an 
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| upon ſuch light and frothy Conceptions, and, 
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and that the ſtrength of his paſhan wall excuſe 
the heinouſneſs of his crime, and that molt Meg. 
have had their frolicks in their younger days, 
&c. where he ſuffers rhe circymitances of bis 
laſt nights Revelling to roul in his Mind, how: 
ſoft ſuch embraces were, how. kind the perſon 
was, that lov'd him, how {ſweet her addreſles 
were, how melting her Smiles and Favours,how 
pleaſing what ſhe ſaid and did, how merry the 
meeting was, how eafie he was under thoſe ſen». 
ſual raptures, how glad other perſons would 
be to have ſuch an opportunity as he had z how 
he was heighten'd by fuch a Cup, how elevated 


| with that curious Drink, how that Liquor, 


with the ſtrange name, dilpos'd him for the Cas 
refſes of ſuch a Beauty, how ſuch an one ap» 
plauded him for his Wit, how taking that Je 
was, how delighted the company was with hy 
_— Gc. Where, I ſay, the Mind dwe 


whatever would daſh them, is only ſhewn, as it. 
were, to the mind, but is not ſuffered to enzer 
in to take poſſeſſion; beats only againſt the, 
fancy, is not permitted to mingle with it, or it 
itenter,is quickly thruſt cut again 3 and if it be, 
allow'd a he there, is ſoon diſmils'd, and turn'd. 
away again there certainly the Man mult cons, 
tinue a ſlave to his corruptions and paſlionats,| 
deſires, and the Conſiderations, which were. to, | 
produce ſeriouſneſs and- obedience in him, cats 
not but be ineffectual, becauſe they do. not ly: |. 
on long enough 3 as ſalted Meat will not lo | 
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_ muchof its faltiſh taſte, if but dipt in water, 
nor cloth imbibe a tinQture, that is but ſprink- 
led upon't. 

"Another receives a ſignal injury, the affront 
he ſuffers is great and notorious 3 on a ſudden 
his paſſionsare up ; His underſtanding is fruit- 
ful, ſuggeſts a thouſand methods to him, how 
he mighir right himſelf. "The Devil ſecretly: 
helps to enlarge the heinouſneſs of the FaQ, 
enriches the invention , makes it quick, appre- 
henſive, fils him with the. unhappy Images of 
aggravating circumſtances, 4: wg" to his 
Mind the ſweetneſs of revenge, the diſmal aſpeCt 
of the indignity,the unſufferableneſs of the dif 
grace, the ways and means how to compals his 
vindiCtivedefign, the ſhame that's thrown up- 
on his Honour, the baſeneſs of the injury, the 
ſordidneſs of the ation, the ingratitude that's 
ſhewn in it, the uncivility the oftender hath. 
diſcover'd, the verdicts of his acquaintance, in 
caſe he doth not reward the offender according 
to his work, the blot that will be upon his Fa- 
mily for ever, the various advantages he former- 
Iy had againft the wretch, which yet he ſcorn'd 

to take, &c. And while his Mind is fill'd with 
theſe imaginations, it's poſſible, reflections on 
the folly of his anger, on the charity he owes 
to all Mankind, the example of Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtles, praying for their perſecutors, the 
| generolity, of pardoning an offence, and fore - 
bearing of revenge, when it lies in our power 
| to be even with the _ {uch Thoughts 
$212 5:1 .—"-— 2s 
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* astheſe, Iſay, may ſtrike his Mind ; burifhe \* 
ſuffer the motives to revenge to lodge more 

quietly in his mind, than the motives to pati- 

ence and forgiveneſs, it's ſoon guels'd which of 
theſe will be Conquerors. Let bnt his Mind ru- 
minate and enlarge more upon the great Duty 

of forbearing revenge, than uponthe pleaſure of 
taking revengez Let him reſolve to lay alide 

the thoughts of the later, and only take a: 

view of the former, and when any motions to 

reflect on the injury, and to take it ill, come in, 
be peremptory, that he will think of nothing 

bur the beauty of Meeknels and Pattence; and 

the Thoughts which inflamed his Spirits, and 

made the Blood boil in his veins, will cool by 

degrees,and the motions of the fleſh will give 

ground to thole of+ the Spirit. 

| Theſame may be ſaid of all other fins, which] 
he that names the name of Chriſt, is obliged to. 
depart from ; he that would be rid of them , 
muſt not let the tranſitory fatisfattiog, thoſe 
ſins afford, hover in his mind more, than the 

reat worth of an immortal Soul ; where the| 
ater is made the moſt frequent obje&. of our 
Thoughts, love to the other willdwindle away, 
and at laſt expire, For our love changes, an 
moves from one thing to another, as the charms 
of the new object are more frequently repre= 
ſented to our Minds, and the attraQtives of the 
one are more thought on, than the -other.. It 
510 inthe very ways of Sin. The Luſiful Sot 
leaves the Beauty he _ onyjult now, and 
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is tranſported with another. What's the rea. 
ſon? The new Objett rolls in his Mind and 
Fancy more than the other, and conſequently, 
captivates his affettions more 5 fo that were - 
the lovelineſs, that 1s in Goodneſs, ſet before the 
eye of Reaſon, more than the gaudes of fin, 
Goodneſs by the Grace of God would at laſt 
preponderate, and carry away the viftory. 

To makethis appear, we need no other proof 
but common experience; and though after a 
Man hath ruminated on the odiouſneſs of a dar- 
ling bolom fin, he may fall into ir again; yet | 
the arguments which make againſt it, and 
prompt him ro part with it, being called in | 
again and again, and laid on afreſh ; and as they © 
wear Out, or decay, renewed and ftrengthned 
with greater enforcives, it will be found, That 
he whofinn'd with courage and confidence be- 

fare, begins now to ſin with trembling, and | 
relactancy. of Mind, and at laſt is mov*d to bid | 
an Eternal farewel toit. The frequent think- 
ing on theſe reaſons, the renewed and reitera- 
ted Contemplations of the horrid ingratitude * | ' 
againſt God, and of the ſhame and forrow the + 
ſig muſt end im, firſt weaken, and looſen the 
poiſonous Plant, then bruiſe it, and at laſt do |. 
quite root it up, and deſtroy it. Which ts | 
the reaſon why the Almighty calls to Men, E/a. 
46. 8. Remember this, and (hew your ſelves Mens 
bring it apain to your mind, 0 ye tranſerefſors. TO 
ſhew,'that without often repeated Confiderati- 
.- On, they will continue ſetled upon their Dow 
23 | and . 
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and that, without it, they at not likg rational 
Men, but like Children rather, whoſs ſlight and 
thin remembrances of their errors, make them 
fall into them again with the next opportu- 


nity: 


X. Impediment. 


certainly a greater Encouragement to real Ho- 


X. Converſe with evil Company. There is A 


lineſs, than Religious Society, and good exam- 
ples. That Innocence, we ſee, makes deeper 


| 1mpreflions on our hearts,than that we hear of, 


and our Eyes afford greater motives to imita= 
tion, than our Ears. A Religious Friend charms 
me into that Piety, he embraces, and his kind- 


neſs inſtills his Devotion-rigto. my Soul. Iam 


apt toimbibe his Principles of virtue, with: his 
kind expreſſions 3 and frequent converſe makes 
his goodneſs as familiar to me,as his Perſon. The 
ſevereſt mortifications, if T ſee them pertorm'd 
by thoſe. I love, loſe ' much of their rigor. and 
diſmal aſpeCt, and becomeamiable ; and as un- 
pleafinga thing, as Self-denial is, it looks more 
ealte and facile, when-he, 1 am 1ntimately ac- 
quainted withal, ſhews me, that it:is practica- 
ble. It doth not appear ſuch a formidable 
thing, as before it did. His attempts daſh 
the - cho of impoſſibility , and when a 


thing comes once within the compaſs of poſit» 


bility, there is that natural, or acquired, gene- 
rolity ia fome- People, as taſcora to. leaye thas 
24279 Q_.2 undone 
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undone, which other perſons dare to do; and 
the reſult! of ſeeing their endeavours, is com- 
monly this'queſtion, It ſuch a Man can do fo, 
Why cannot I]? 

There is no Senſe works upon the AﬀeCtions 
like that of Sight, it makes the objeCt live in 
the Underſtanding, and from thence the Will 
and Aﬀections are ſolicited into embraces of it, 
This was the reaſon, why the Chriſtians of old, 
when they would in ſober fadneſs apply them- 
ſelves to a truly Chriſtian life, retired into De- 
farts, where ſome devout Hermits had ' their 
Cells, that by looking on their exemplary De- 
votion, they might be tempted 1nto a cheartul 
1mitation of their Goodneſs, 

And as it 15 wich Religious Society, tt both 
makes the task of the greater and weightier 
matters-ofthe Lawleſs difficult, and kindles de- 
fires in our Breaſts, to follow 1{o excellent a 
pattern; f{o'evil Company, on the other fide, 
doth as much diſcourage Men from performan- 
ces, as are ſomewhat troubleſom to fleſb, and 
blood ; and hereof, Conſideration - of their 
ways 1s not the leaſt. This implies ſome {elt- 
denial, and the ſound of the word imports 
making War with the ſoft and ſickly deſires of 
their fleſh; and having wrought their own 
Hearts into a deteſtation of this Duty, ny 
fright others from it, as from Medu/a's Head, 
which will certainly turn them into (tones, or 
inſenſible Creaturesz they care not for ſincere 
devotion themſelves ,' 'and would not, have. 

6. others 
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others live ſtriQter , and preciſer, than -the!* 
Neighbors :3 For, to ſee others live better, 1s 10 
receive''a check, and the goodneſs of. ſuch 
Perſons is: a ſecret reproof of their .own 
careleſneſs. Converſe becomes unealie; where: 
the other. party is Religious, and nothing, is ſo 
great a reſtraint upon_ their inclinations, as 
the conſcientiouſneſs of a companion. _That 
gives a 'reprimant to their Humor, and, as mu- 
ſtard laid upon the Nurſes Nipples mars rhe 
Childsgreedineſs after her Milk, ſo the-modeſt 
and ſerious ' behaviour of thoſe, they are ro 
converie with, embitters that Mirth, they would 
pladly take their fill of, and theretore as (hey 

ave a low eſteem of the ways of God, fo 
they would not have others prize them at a 
higher rate. They delight in ſenſual fatisfaCti- 
ons, and look upon other Mens dilcourſes con- 
cerning Spiritual Delight, as Nonſence. They 
are els from ſubjefting themſelves to the 
Will of God, and would have others as diſo- 
bedient as themſelves. They think it was a 
far better World, when there was not ſo much 
Praying and Preaching as there 15 now, and 
would have others ſlight Chriit's invitation 
to the Supper of the Lamb, almuch as them- 
ſelves. 
He that makes fuch his familtars, and looks 
upon them as diſcreet and rational Men, mult 


neceſſarily continue a ſtranger to Confidera« 


tion of his Spiritual and everlaſting Concerns; 
tor, as they are no admirers of Dilcourles, which 
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may advance the welfare of a Soul, and ſeldom 
take the name of God in their Months;except it 
be in their Oaths and Curſes; ſorobe ſuregrhey'l{ 
tell very di{mal and doleftul Stories of Religion 
upon al occaſions,and repreſent the ſeverer pers 
formances of Piety,in ſuch an antick dreſs, that 
he, who prizes their company, or acquaintance, 
ſhall applaud their invention, admire them for 
their witty Conceits, and deſpiſe all ſeripus 
Thoughts concerning things of everlaſting con- 
ſequence. For the Hamor 1s catching, and 
things ſet oF with a jeft, firft rickle, and then 
make Proſelytes ; and he that at firft aſfifted-on- 
ly in the laughter, comes at'laſtro imitate, ahd 
he that bore a part in the fmile andapplauſe, 
brought ſo far, as to tranſcribe the temperand 
inclination, | 

The Age we live in, hath taught the world to 
vend Profaneneſs,under the 'name'of Wit, and'tq 
contemn Reon, underthe Mantle of Repar- 
Tee, and quickneſs of Fancy ; and'he that loves 


to be with theſe beaux Eſprirs, will, in all proba- 1; 


bility, learn to be as careleſs, and as ſecure, as * 

they. Evil company, where a Man delightsin * 
1t, will infet him, do what hecan ; 1f he have 
any good in him, they'll waſte, and conſume it; 
if he be deſtitute of virtuous Principles, they'll 
keep out all Conſiderations, as ſhall either dif: 
compoſe him in his Folly, or ſhed Reſolutions 
into his Soul, to come awav, and ſeek a better 
Kingdom ; inſomuch that it may truly be faid 
of ſuch a Man, asof him inthe'Goſpel, who.tra- 


yelled 


ate Pas Bs. Ald doo I 
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yelled from Jeruſalem to Fericho, That be is fallers 


among Robbers, who trip him of all, and leave him 
miſerable, Luke 10. 30. 

Evil Companions are the Devils Agents, whom 
he ſends abroad into the World to debauch Vir- 
tue, and to advance his Kingdom ; and by theſe 
Ambaſſadors, he efteQts more than he could do, 
in his own perſon. His own ſhape, and appear- 
ing, would fright rather thanallare, and as well 
as Men like fin, did they fee the ' Father of it, 
they would nor be very fond of being his Chil- 
dren. But aQting in the Children of diſobedi- 
ence, which are of the ſame fleſh and blood with 
us, and Creatures ofthe ſame ſhape, and from 
which we have no averſion, but rather ſome- 


. times a great affe@ion to,the bait is eaſily ſwal- 


lowed : Theſe are his FaQtors, and by theſe he 
draws Men into Eternal darkneſs. By theſe he 
pecks upall the good ſeed that's ſown 1n us, and 
infuſes bad qualitiesinto our better part. Theſe 
laugh Men into deſtruction, and damn them in 
kindneſs. Theſe fawn Men into miſery, and 
tickle them intoan Eternity of Torments. Theſe 
turn Religion 1nto Jeſts, and make the Precepts 
of the Goſpel matter for Raillery. Theſe are 
true Devils,that delightin the murther of Souls, 
and ſinking into the bottomleſs pit, pull down 
their Adherents with them. 

And what likelyhood is there, that a Van 
ſhould conſider the interelt of his Soul,that con- 
ſorts with perſons, who do as much as hes in 
them, depretiate the value of it, and ſtrive to 
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- put all ſerious Contemplations out of his Head? 
W hat probability, that a Man ſhould fit down, 
and ſet before him the terror of the Lord, and 
be transformed by the renewing of his Mind, 
who, when the Holy Ghoſt exhorts him to prove 
what is the holy, acceptable,and perfett Will of God; 
to be fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord ; to rejoyce 
in hope, to be patient in tribulation, to continue 1n- 
{tant in Prayer, to bleſs themwhich perſecute him, 
Rom.12.2. 11, gets preſently after into com- 
pany, where all thoſe Leſſons are derided,where 
the contrary Vices arecommended, where. Con- 
ſideration, how to be Maſter of theſe Graces, is 
exploded, asa thing fit only for Alms-men, and 
Hoſpital-Boys, where theſe ſerious Exhortations 
are drown'd in laughter, and {uch things ſug- 
geſted, as render a Man wile only for the World, 
and for the Ficth, and make him ſagacious how 
to gratific his head-ſtrong paſſions, and inordi- 
nare aftections, 

He that conſiders his ways, and yet frequents 
ſuch ſociety, imitates a fooliſh Gard'ner,,. that 
after he hath ſown his Seed, and ſces 1t come up, 
letsin Hogs to devour and tearit up, and, with 
Penelope, undoes that at night, which hehath 
woven-1n the day time; or like fome fooliſh 
Shepherd, having for ſome houis watched his 
Sneep, leaves them at laſt expcled ro the fury 
ot the Wolt, or ſome {uch noxious Animal. 
Conlideration ( as I ſhall prove in the ſequel 
requires ſeparation; and when God calls, Come 
put of B-by{or, Q my people 3 it 15 not only, _ 
eney 
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they may not participate of their puniſhment, 
but that they may not ſhare in their ſin,and con- 
ſequently, that they may be atleiſure to conſi- 
der how to prevent, and avoid both. 

I donot deny, but Men may deal and traf- 
fick with Men of a looſe Converſation, and nor 
loſe their ſeriouſneſs, nor be diſcouraged from 
a Holy preparation for a better'life 3 So Sr; Paul 
may converſe with Nero, and S:. Fohx with He- 
rod, Daniel with Nebuchadnezzar, and David 
with-King Achiſh. So the firſt Chriſtians had 
commerce with rhe worſt of Heathens, and he 
that livesin the World,or hathany conſiderable 
concerns in it, is forced to keep ſome correſport- 
dence with Men of ill Principles,and worſe Pra- 
ftices. But there is a great difference between 
travelling through A&rh10pia,and dwelling there; 
the former may not change the complexion, but 
the later will infallibly do it. I wrote unto you 
inan Epiſtle, not to company with Fornicators, 
yet not altogether with the Fornicators of this 
IWorld, or with the Covetous, or Extortioners, or 
with [dolaters ; for then you muſt needs yo out of 
the World: But now I have written to you, not to 
keep company. If any Man that is call'd a Bro- 
ther, be a Fornicator, or Covetous, or an Iaolater, 
or 8 Railer, or a Drunkard, or an Extortioner , 
with ſuch an one, not to eat, faith the Apoſtle, 
x Cor. 5.9,10,t1. It's one thing to converſewith 
a Van, as with a Stranger ; another toconverſe 
with him as a Brother ; one thing to pay the du- 
ty of Civility tohim, another co admir him _ 

rae 
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the aumber of my Friends ; one thing to be.ne- 
ceflitated to diſcourſe with him, —_— to de- 
heghtia it ; one thing to gointo ſuch com 
Sh cautioulneſs = Entries pom 
ther to ruſhinto i without fear or wits the for. 
merdoth not importa neceſlity of pollution, the 
ether makes the infetion inevitable. 

Society in Sin ftrangely takes off from the 
hainouſneſs of it ; it makes the Sin appear with 
a fainter red; it doth not look ſo dreadful, 
when Mea have companions in their offences; 
they think there is ſome comfort in having afſo- 
Ciates in miſery, and dare to ſin more freely, 
when they are not alone in their tranſgreſſion. 
They are afraid, their ſingle valour will never 
be able to duel God's wrath and indignation, 
but having others joyn'd with them, they may 
make a ſhift to weather out the Tempeſt of his 
anger. They hope God will not damna mul- 
titude ofpeor Creatures together, and fancy the 
greatnumber of ſinners may fright, or move the 
Almighty into-compaſſton 3 if they ſuffer, they 
think they ſhall not fare worſe than their neigh- 
bours 3 and if they ſmart for their Rebellion, 
they ſhall'be able to bear it, as well as their 
Contederates in the Iniquity, With ſuch o | 
notions Men feed themſelves, and though thele 
are very dangerous Pillows,whereon Men fleep- 
ing, catch their Death, yet becauſe they areſott, 
and promule preſent Reſt, they are made ule of, 
and whatever 1s ſaid to the contrary, 1s. lookt 
upon as the Phariſees Boulſters, flPd with Nails 

| and 


ſhip Devils z and his Son Rehoboam, by making 
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AndStraw, and ſuch harder materials unfit for 
Fepoſe, and inept for cordial embraces. | 

Ill example draws out the inward corruption 
into aCtion, and the inbred evil concupiſcence, 
may be, would lie quiet, or dye, if{uch Patterns 
did not put it into fermentation. Many Chil- 
dren would be modeſt, did not their Parents be- 
haviour ſeduce 'them into love of their Vices. 
Some Servantshaveingenuity in them, and durſt 
not venture ſo far into Sin as they do, did not 
their Maſters example encourage them. Aden 
ſins for companies ſake, and it's like would 'have 
continued ſtedfaſt in his mnnocence, if he had 
not feen the Woman eat of the forbidden Tree, 
and been folicited to imitate her deſperate en- 
terprize. The [/rac/ites being mingled among 
the'Heathen, learn their works 3-and having con- 
vers'd long with the Agyprians, who were great 
Worſhippers of Oxen,ere&a Calfinthe Wilder- 
neſs of $iza: Growing intimate with the Mz- 
dianites;they imitate'their whoredoms, and pol: 
lute themſelves with ſtrange fleſh, go tothe Sa- 
crifices of their gods,and eat of them, and bow 
down to their Deities Joſeph comes to be 
familiarly acquainted with Phara9h's Court- 


ters, and -an Oath, By the life of Pharaoh, goes 


down without bogling, or reluctancy. Lot had 
lived among Men, who made nothing of the 
vileſt uncleanneſſes imaginable, and ſoon after 


conſents to inceſtuous Copulation. S-/omon, by 


his intimacy with his Concubines,learns to wor- 


tg 
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the young Gallants at Court his Familiars, grows 
raſh, even to'his own deſtrugion. Had nor 
Peter gone into the High Prieſt's Hall, it's like 
lie would never have been perſuaded into Cur- 
fitgs and Imprecations. Converſe with Drun- 
kords, by degrees, cauſes approbation of the lin, 
andat'laſt delight in it. And thus it muſt needs 
he inthe caſe before us. Inconſiderate Men make 
others as ſupine and negligent as themſelves 
and he that lets his acquaintance with them 
grow into familiarity, will beapt to think, that 
furehe may neglett Conſideration of his ways,as 
well as they ; if they venture, why may not he ? 
And if they think not the omifſion prejudicial 
to their Spiritual Intereſt, why ſhould he terrifie 
himſelt with counterfeit Thunder ? If they 
hope to do well after all this, why may not he ? 
And if they fear no revenging Arm, why ſhould 
he make his Life miferable, by thinking of pu- 
niſhment ? | 
 Imprudent Men indeed ! you may have ſeen 
others hang, or drown, or burn themſelves; but 
Is this a remptation to you to follow them ? 
You niay have ſeen a pailionate Fool throw him- 
ſelf down from a Precipice, becauſe he could not 
enjoy the reciprocal affection of the Party he 
doared on, but doth any of you think this d1- 
ſtraftion merits imitation? Becauſe ſuch a Man 
ruines himſelf and his Family, have you a mind 
to do fo too ? Becauſe ſuch an ene doth not 
mind hts Trade, bur lies in Ale-houſes, and Ta- 
verns, mult you necellarily make him your pat- 
| tern ? 
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tern ? becauſe ſuch a man diſregards the favour 
of his Friends, that are both able and wining 


Will you ſcorn the offers of Salvarti 
others will not be drawn by cords of Love? 
Will you run the hazard of loſing the light of 
Gods countenance for ever, becauſe others know 
not how to prize it ? 
O my Soul, be not thou tempted by theſe 
weak Arguments, follow not a multitude todo 
. evil. Let not the way that leads todeſtruction 
invite thee, becauſe many there be that find it. 
Company, whatever refreſhment it tay be1n' 
Chains or Priſon here, can afford bur little con= 
ſolation in Eternal Flames. Company there will 
but increaſe Mens Sorrows,and Society heighten 
their Woes and Torments ; in that Tophe®one 
will not be. able to help the other , and the 
ſhreeks of him that was ſeduced into fin, will 
but aggravate thegroans, and anguiſh of the Se- 
ducer,when he muſt remember, that he was that 
Devil that dragg'd the other into endleſs tor- 
tures. In outward Calamities,iuch as Poverty, 
Exile, Baniſhment, Diſgrace, Contempt, Perſe- 
-- cmior, 
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cution,. Society may give fome eaſe, and qualifie 
the injury, but in anguifh of Mind, in Tortures 
of Conſcience, Company rather inrages than al-= 
lays, irritates rather than compoſes, the grief and 
ſadneſs, and ſuch dolours reign io Hell. Strive, 
ſtrive, O my Soul, to walk in the ſtrait way. 
Let not the ſmall number of Travellers fright 
thee ; it's the likelier way to Heaven, becauſe 
the great,the mighty,the wiſe Men of this world, 
will not ſtoop to this narrow Gate 3 for God's 
Ways are not as our ways, nor are his Thoughts 
as our thoughts; what the world admires, he de- 
7 ow ; and what ſenſual Men make light of, he 
rowns with Glory and Splendor, and Immor- 
tality : So thou canſt but be ſaved, no matter 
how ſmall the number is of thoſe that arrive 
to Happineſs. As ſmall as it 1s, to thefe belongs 
the promiſe, Fear not, thou little Flock, for it 
* your Fathers good pleaſure to give you the King« 

dom of Heaven, Luke 13. 32, 


XI. bnpediment, 
XI. Aeglet? of conſulting with the Miniſters of 


the Goſpel about this neceſſary work, It was God's 

Command of old, 7he Prieſts lips ſhould keep know- 
 Ceage, and they ſhould ſeek the Law. at his mcath, 

for be is the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts, Mal. 
2. 7. How mean ſoever the Age welive 1a thinks 
of this Funion of Men, as it they were need- 
leſs Members of a Common-wealth, yet there 
was never any Nation ſo barbarous, but after 
: + they 
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they were civiliz'd into Societies and Govern- 
ment, judzed theſe Men moſt uſeful, and moft' 
neceſſary or the preſervation of thetr Commopn- 
wealth ot Kingdom. Nature hath taught alt 
Mankind to believe a Deity, fomthing which, 
they look upon, to be above all created Beings, 
and from whoſe Sovereign Command, and Witt, 
either their Bleſſings, or Misfortuoes flow. This 
Supreme Being they have ever thought them-' 
ſelves obliged to worſhip, not only in private, 
but in publick too ; and, that the publick Ado-' 
ration might ſtrike greater reverence, and be 
performed with greater Sotemnity, todeputeand 
order certain perſons, a peculiar fart of Men, 
to manage thoſe Sacred Rites and Ceremonies. 
And indeed, the Great Eternal God, ever fince 
he hath vouchſafed to plant a Church in the 


' World, hath been pleaſed to make it one great 


Character,and Mark,ofhis Favour and Bounty ta 
Her, to give Her Teachers, and Prophets, ang 
Evangelifts. And the Commiſſion he hath grant- 
ed thefe Men,the Titles,and the Honours he hath 
conferred on them, and the Love and Reverence 
he hath commanded all Men to exprefs towards 
them, the promiſe he hath made them, to be 
with them unto the end af the Warld,the threat-, 
nings he hath pronounced againſtthoſe that ſhalt 
diſparage their Office, and undervalue rheir 
FanCtion, andthe DoQrine, Precepts, Rules, he 
hath lefr them to prochaim inthe, cars of an uns 
believing World, evidently declare, That, chey 
are Ambaſſadors of the great King of Heaven, 

. which, 
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which, in Chriſt's ſtead, beſeech Men to be re- 
conciled unto God ;, and that he that receives 


the Word, they deliver from the Mouth of 


God, receives him that ſent them. 

In theſe Goſpel-days, *tis true, there is ſhed a- 
oo a larger meafure of God's Spirit,than was 
forinerly known under the Jewiſh Oeconomy, 
and Men under the new Covenant arepromiſed 
to be taught of the Lord. They ſhall not teach 
every man his Neighbor, and every man his Bro- 
ther, ſaying, know the Lord ; for all ſhall know me, 
from the leaſt to the greateſt, Heb. 8. 11. yet that 
doth not make this FunCtion of Men needleſs, but 
enforces rather the abſolute, and indiſpenſable 
neceſſity of their Office and Authority. For be- 
ſides, that this promiſe doth eminently relate to 
the Primitive & 


takers of the miraculous effuſion of the Holy. - 
Ghoſt, and had their Knowledge and Learning 
from above, thereby to fit them the better for. 
the Propagation of a new Religion ; if we ſup- 
poſe, that the Prophecy muſt extend to all 
that profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, the meanin 

of it can be no more but this, that God will uſe 


that they ſhall not need tobe put in mind by 
their Neighbours, of their Juſtice, and Equity, 
| ; an 


hriſtians, who were made. par-. 
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ind ſpirituality. - They that have rhought that 
this protniſe reſoetts the life to come, have cer- 
tainly been regardleſs of rhe Apoſtles drift and 
purpoſe, who intends to declare what 'people 
under the Gofpel-diſpenſation may expett from 
God, and hijs ſpeaking to us in;thele aſt days by 
his Son ;' and whar Mechod God means ro uſe in 
converting Sianers from their evil ways: 'Sin 
ſhall-be made fo odious, fo loathfom to their 
Souls, that they ſhall abhor it as much'as they 
loved ir before, and the ways of -God ſhall be 
repreſented to them by the holy Ghoſt, working 
an their hearts, in ſuch Iively colours, that they 
will need go Monitor to embrace them. 

But then.this gracious. promiſe doth not ex- 
clude, bur preſuppoſes ſtill the means of Conver- 
fion, of which 4 Miniſtry of the Word is not 
the leaft 3. and if the Mimſtry of the Word be 
intended as a ſtanding Ordinance, in order to 
thoſe kigdly operations of God*s Spirit, in the 
hearts of thoſe that ſhall þe converted 3 and 
God be peremptorily reſalved, by the Preach- 
ing of the Word, to work on the Souls of Men, 
none hath reaſon to find fault with the contri- 
vance of the Almighty, but rather admire his 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that ſhines, thraugh this 
diſpenſation ; not to merition, that as God un- 
der the Goſpel obliges men togreater knowledge 
than formerly, ſd it's fit there ſhould be men. 
eminent for Knowledge and Piety to. jnftruRt 
others, -and who, like Candles fer, 0n 'Candle- 
ſticks, may light the reft, and by the” Vrim and 

R Thummin 
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Thummim of their DoCrine and Purity, lead 
them, and encourage them to prepare for Hea- 
ven. And if, notwithſtanding the prodigi- 
ous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt poured out in the 
Primitive times, upon all fleſh, God thought it 
neceſſary. to give Apoſtles, and Teachers, and 
Paſtors, when the illapſes of the Spirit could 
teach Men, what their Paſtors were to teach 
them ; how much more neceſſary, may we 
think, muſt the Miniſtry be now, when thoſe 
extraordinary gitts have ceas'd, and the gene- 
rality of Men ,are ſunk into monſtrous 1gno- 
rance, inconſiderateneſs, and ſtupidity ? 
Indeed, theſe are the Men, whom God hath 
plac'd in the Church, to dirc& others in the 
way to Salvation ; with whom the Ignorant are 
to conſult, what they muſt do to. be happy 
for eyer- : Such perſons are therefore called 
Stars, . and Lights, which may influence the 
Minds and Lives of the Ignorant, warm them 
with - their Zeal, conduct, them by their 
brightneſs, lead them by their ſhine, and 
ſhew them the Rocks, and Shelves, they are 
to avoid. . And as upon a wrong information 
given by the Teacher, God is reſolv'd to require 
the ſeduced parties blood at his hand-; ſo no 
Man, that hath a Tongue in his head to in- 
on can, with any juſtice, excuſe himſelf 
r.m inquiring of theſe Men, what it 1s, that 
the the Lord his God requires of him. And 
were this Method follow*d in the caſe before 


us, and did Men ſeriouſly demand of them, 
| which 
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which way to compaſs an effeftual Conſideras 
tion of their' Soul-concerns © Here they might 
be inform?®d, and inſtructed, and undeceived ir 
the errors of their ways. | 

- The truth is, ſome are ſo civil as to ſend for 
us, when the breath 1s going out of their bo- 
dy, and give us leave to come and teach them, 
what they muſt do to be ſav'd, when the Phya 
ſician gives them over, and they ready to be. 
ſummon'd to appear before the great Tribu- 
nal ; they are contented we ſhould give them 
an Epitome of their Duties, -whea they are paſt 
working in God's Vineyard ; and furniſh theit 
Minds with thoughts of Heaven and Eternity, 
when their Underſtandings are as weak as their 
Bodies, and their inward Man as languid and 
feeble as their outward. But there-needs no 
great ſtore of Arguments to convince any ra- 
tional Man, that this-is mere mocking of God 
and his Meſſengers: It's a ſign Religion is much 
like Phyſick to:them, which they do not make 
uſe of but in caſes of neceſfiry, and when no- 
thing elſe will do them good. It's a ſign the 
have a pitiful low eſteem of another World, 
who think Heaven worth no more than a fee- 
ble thought, when they can ſerve the Devil 
and fin no longer * It's a fign they Iook upon - 
Eternal glory, as ſome vp beggerly happi- 
'neſs, who cannot vouchſafe it a Farious look, 
till their eyes grow dim, and the Sur; and the 
Moon, and the Light, and the Stars ate dark- 
ned, Ecclei. 12. 2: 
| . R' 2 Would 
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Would they but ſend for us, or come to us, 
while Marrow is in their bones, and their Blood 
brisk and lively in their veins, their reaſon 
ſtrong, and their Underſtanding 1n its full vigor 
and glory, and adviſe with us about theſe ever- 
laſting things ; we would then tell them, what 
Eternal Life means, and how no Man can be a 
Man, or be ſaid to att with common prudence, 
that doth not with all diligence make his Cal- 
ling and EleCftion ſure 5 we would then let 
them ſee, how many thouſands periſh for want 
of thinking of Eternity. We would let them 
ſee how miſerable thoſe Men's condition muſt 
needs. be, who have their portion 1n this life, . 
who after this life muſt look for nothing elſe but 
everlaſting Chains of Darkneſs ; we would 
repreſent ro them, that their long life here on 
Earth,except it be adorned with goodnels, is but 
a long preparation for '& longer miſery ; and 
that he that dies full-of good Works, though at 
thirty years of age, hath lived much longer, 
than he that hath lived an hundred, and been a 
fervant of Sin, and ſenſual Delights 3 for he 
only hves, that lives to God, the reſt are dead 
while they live, and rather take up room, than 
live. We could prove to them, that theſe are 
not things to be laught at, but deſerve their 
moſt ſerious contemplations, and that the fa- 
ving of a Soul 1s not fo light a thing as they may 
imagine. We would let them ſee, that the pious 
Kings, and Princes, and Philoſophers, Conteſ- 
| dors, and Saints, and Martyrs of old, whoſe Me- 

mories 
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mories we adore, were no Fools, when they 
kept under their Bodies, and brought them in- 
to ſubjection, leſt they ſhould become cafta- 
ways ; when they look'd upon all the loſſes, 
and troubles, and miferies that could befal 
them for righteouſneſs ſake, as things not wor. 
thy to be compared with the glory which ere 
long ſhauld be revealed in them ; when the 

did not count their wn lives dear for the Gof: 
pel of Chriſt, and were ready to paſs through 
the moſt daring flames, to Heaven. We would 
let them ſee, that thoſe Men had brains, and 
were men of Wiſdom and Diſcretion as well as 
they, and living fo near the time of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, could not poſſibly be ignorant of 
what was to be done in order to. everlaſting 
happineſs.z- and if they had not been very con- 
fident of the truth of Chriſt's Promiſes, and 
known for certain, that without ſtriftnefs, and 
contempt of the World, and watching againſt 
Temptations, there way no entring into their 
Maſter's joy, they would never have ftriven ſo 
much to enter in at the ſtrait gate as they did. 
We would let them ſee, that they did right! 

apprehend the deſign of Chriſtianity , which 
was, to make Men out of love with ſublunary 
Objetts; and to, mind nothing ſo much as the 
things of the Spirit 3 that it was not force, 
but their choice, that made them ſwim again} 
the Current of their fleſbly Inclioations, and 


that what they did, was to inſtruct us,. how 


we are t0 inherit the Promiſes. 
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We would let them ſee, how different mens 
Thoughts are, when they come'to die; from 
what: they have while they enjoy ſtrength, 
and health, and liberty 3 and that a melars. 
cholly Thought now and then concerning their 
ſinful Life, is not Repentance ; nor leaving ſuch 
ſins, which would blemiſh their Credit and Re- 
putation in the world, ,doing whatſoever Chriſt 
commands ther ; nor talking now and then of 
the vanity of the World, forgetting wht is be- 
hind them, or crucifying the World unto them- 
ſelves. We would Jet them ſee, what the Scri- 
pture means, by working out their ſalvation with 
ear and with trewblirg 3 and how dreadful thar 
ſaying is, If the righteous be ſcarcely ſaved, Where 
will the wicked and finnex appear ? We would let 
them ſee, that the Expreſſions the Holy Ghoſt 
uſes concerning our travelling to the 'Land of 
Promiſe, imply very' great care and induſtry, 
and do' plainly intimate, that God 'will not 
part with his Heaven to Men , 'that;do not 
think it worth ſeeking, or being at any trou- 
ble about.it, We would let them ſee; that if 
any thing in the World deſerves their pains 
and care, Heaven deſerves it infinitely more, 
as it is of infinitely greater conſequence, than 
the moſt boundleſs Empires or Principalitzes. 
We would let them ſee, that God is no re- 
ſpeCter of perſons 3 and without Holineſs, He- 
liogabalus 1s regarded no more than: Codras 3 
and Ptolomy, no more than Pau»ſon ; Gyger, no 
mare than Aglaus ; and that, as he hath fitted 
"MA 8 Religion 
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Religion foriall Mens capacities, inſomuych that 
though all cannot be wile, or learned, or great, 


or rich, yet all may. obey him, and keep them- 
ſelves unſpotted from the World, fo; he will 
one day ſummon every Man to giye an ac» 
count of his. Stewardſhip, and bring every 
work into judgment, with every ſecret thing, 
whether. it be good or. evil. We would let 
them ſee, that what ſatisfies Men: now, wall 
not give,them any great content or latisfaction 
then ; .and though ,now, . ſome ſprinklings of 
Piety may. lull them into. good. conceits of 
themſelves, ,and of their worth, yet theſe, like 
blow-balls,:,will then, be. all, upon the. leaſt 
touch, ſha ter'd. intg Atoms. = 4p 

By ſpck Diſcourſes as theſe, we might by de- 
grees engage them: to, a ſerious Coolddation 
of their ſpiritual, Concerns, and warm them 
Into reſolutiops, to lay by, for ſome time, the 
thoughts of their, ba5ket and of their fore, of 
their, 64775.,and of their fields, and ruminate 
an things 'which carry ſo much Terror and 
Majeſty. with them. . And indeed, fuch things, 
were they heard without prejudice, they would 
in ſome meaſure confound and ſtartle Men in 
their courſes ; and, if they are not given over 
to.a hard heart, or to a reprobate mind, rouze 
their ſpirits into nobler thoughts and contem- 
plations, :they would diſcover to-them, that the 
love they bear to the World defiles. their Souls, 


vitiates their Charity, hurts their Neighbours, 


wrongs the Almighty, captivates their _— 


R 4 an 


oyfhents will be perpetual, 
our Fruition everlaſting, and otr Habitatiott 
eternal in the Heavens.. [; IBS. 00 | 

But alas.! they ſhun our company, except it 
be to talk of Worldly affxits, or ro as'vs about 
ſome nice Points of Dividity, atid are aſhartied 
to maks_their condition known,” and to own 
themſelves ignorant of the path; that leads to 
glory. They either, excuſe themfelves with 
this, that their Neighours and their-Friehds 
will laugh at them, for making Miniſters their 
Oracles -; or plead, that they know as much, 
as the Man of God can ach chem ; Would 
God they did ! and that all. the Lord's People 
were Prophets ! But if they did, Is*there not 
ſome difference between knowing theſe Sacred 
Truths, and having them ſer home upon the 
Conſcience ? ' That ſhall ſtick in a familiar dif 
courſe, which in reading we take rio notice of 3 
and a word in private conference ,may drop 
from a holy Man, and may be fpoke with that 
zeal and honeſty, as ſhall ſtrike rhe Soul into a 
change, or renovation of Mind, which perhaps 
many vears ſtudy, or a large ſtock of know- 
ledge would not have effefed: So that if the 
queſtion be ask*d, 1s there no balm in Gilead 
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I; theye no Phyſician there ? Why thes it ot the 
heath of the daughter of my _ recovered ? 
We' may truly fay, We would hive healed Tf- 
yael, but they wonld x0t be healed. 


XII. Impedimen. 


X IE. Deluding yo oye with the notion of 
Chriſt®s dying for the fins of the World. Why 
ſhould they conſider how to be rid of fin, and 
ay the pleaſures of piety before their eyes ? 
Why ſhould they torment themſelves with 
thinking, how Gods favour may be pur- 
chas'd, and'involve themſelves in anxiet 

trouble about theit tranſgreſſions, when Chrift 
hath done all that is to be done, appeas'd his 
Fathers Wrath againſt the lapſed |< qurcbe of 
Adim, and purchas'd them a glorious Free- 
dom from the ſlavery of a merciſeR Law ? If 
he” hath ſatisfied God for the 1njurjes he re- 
ceiv'd by their fins, why ſhonld they make a 
new {atisfation by holineſs of their lives ? Ts 
not that ir, which all Pulpits ring of, That the 
Eternal ched, that 'we might not die eternally ; 
and that God would ſuffer, that we might ef: 
cape Torments for eyer ? That the Innocent 
was puniſhed for the Nocent, the Fudge for the 
MalefaQor, the Maſter for the Servants, the Juft 
for the Unjuſt, the Good for the Bad ; that we 
ſinned, and he was afflifted ; we committed 
the crime, and he was condemned ; we tref- 
paſſed, and he was tortured ; we exalted our- 
- SR & | ſelves, 
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ſelves, and he was humbled; we were diſabe-. 


dient, and he ſ{marted under the reward of. dif- 


obedience 3. we did eat of the Fordidden. tree: 


and. he endured hunger for it ; and we. tafted 
of the Apple, and he of the Gall and Vinegar 
to expiate all 2. Is. it not this that all Prozeſtant 


Churches Teach ? That Chriſt would be. 


Crown with Thorns, that we, might have an 
incorruptible Crown. of .Glory hereafter ; and 
that he endured reproach, and calummies, and 
contradictions of Sinners againſt himſelf, that 
we. might inherit everlaſting !honour } And 
why ſhould. they diſparage; Chriſt's ſufferings 


fo, much, as to hope to gain. Heaven'by mortifi., 


cation.of mir Lats, and poring upon their ſin: 
and miſery. ? ' This would be.to. fall back into 
Popery, and to. enflaye::ourſelves again . Into; 
Superſtition.!., This would be to make us ſub- 
ject: once;more-to.the Law of , Works, and. to 
Marry us to:the Husband, from which we were 
Divorc'd. by. Chriſt's giving-up the Ghoſt, even 
to the Law,. which 'neither. We, nor our Fare 
fathers were ever able to bear; | This would be 
to,undervalue ſo great a Bleſling, and to tell the 
World, that Chriſt's purchaſe of Eternal Glory 
for us, was-umperfeCt ; and without there be an 
addition of our own works and merit, that Re- 
demption ſignifies little, and hath: not ſtrength 
enough to compaſs what was defign'd by it ? 

. Thus Men,,prevent Conſideration of their 
ſpiritual concerns, and daſh the checks and mo. 
tions of their Conſciences, when prompted bo 
Ca 
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call their ways to remembrance. © They exa-' 
mine not the end of Chriſt's death, nor their 
own obligations. They run away with'the no- 
tion, that Chriſt-died for them,' and are not:at 
all careful to know, what his death' Ggnifies'; 
much like heedleſs Servants, who, 'before they: 
have half their errand, run away; and wheir 
they are come to the place, they 'are ſent'to, 
know not, what 'Meſlage to deliver. The Do-" 
rine is pleaſing to their fleſh, and that they: 


| may not loſe that pleaſure, they'll be ſure not: 


to enquire, what the true meaning of it is.” 
Would they but caſt their eyes upon that- 
Bible, which they believe contains the Oracles 
of Heaven, they would find, that the great: 
reaſon why Chriſt gave himſelf for us, was, #0 
redeem us from all iniquity, and to purifie unto hims 
ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works, Titus 
2. 14. They would find S. Paul was of another! 
mind, when he wrote to the Romans, In'thar 
Chriſt died, he died unto ſin once ; but in that he 


lives, he lives unto God : Likewiſe, reckon ye alſo 


yourſelves to be dead unto ſin, but alive unta 
God' through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord." Let not ſin 
tberefore reign in your mortal body, that: ye ſhould 
obey it in the luſts thereof ; neither yield ye your 
members 4s inſtruments of unvrighteouſneſs: unts 
fin, hut yield yourſelves unto God, us thoſe: that 
are alive from the dead, and your members as its 
ftruments of righteouſneſs unto God, Rom. 6.104 
Ir, 12,13, And that the Apoſtle is conſtant to 
himſelf, appears from 2 Cor, 5.15. Chriſt died 
BY | 5 for 
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fer all, that they which live, ſbauld not henceforth 
live unto themſelves, but nnto him which died for 


them, and roſe, ag 441. ; 3 

And indeed, this is no more but common gra- 
titude ; ſo great a mercy challenges no leſs than 
Reformation and Obedience, For lefler. fa- 
yours, Men require far greater things ; for re- 
lieving a poor Wretch, we expect continual 
attendance $ .and for giving ſuch a Man a 
Hundred pounds;: in his neceſſity, we cannot 
imagine, that he will ever be falſe to us. . For 
Twelye pence: a day, a General expeQs the 
Soldier, that fights under him, ſhould be true/to 
him ; and the Day-Labourer is chid, if being 
hired to go into the Vineyard, he doth not per- 
form the work, he is ſet about, with all faithful- 
nefs. Doth the Husbandman, that ſows good 
Seed .in his field, look for Tares 2 Or he that 
plants a Fig-tree, expeCt fruit contrary to the 
nature of that Free 2 He that redeems anather 
from Barbarian {lavery, doth it ſo much asenter 
| into his thoughts, that the Wretch can eyer be 
ſo inhuman, as to deſpiſe, and ſcorn, and vilifie 
fo great a BenefaQor ? That. God could have 
givert Man acceſs to his favour and reconcilia- 
tion ſome meaner way, than through the Croſs 
and. death of Chriſt, is very probable ; For, 
What may not infinite Goodneſs do 2 What 
may. not the Fountain of Mercy do ? What 
may. not he do, whoſe bowels of Compaſſion 
{urpaſs the underſtandings of Men and Angels? 
but.ir ſeems-he would not, This remedy was 
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his choice, he would pitch upon this ftupendi> 
ous way, to amaze, and to aftoniſh Men into 
holineſs and ſeriouſneſs, He thought Men conld 
not poſſibly avoid. being Converts, and heaven- 
ly-minded, when they ſhould fee che Son of God 
wading through blood and death, to refcue 
them from Hell. God look*'d upon rhe mer 
to be ſo dreadful, afd the kindneſs to be fo full 
of Majeſty and compaſhon togerher, that he 
thought the incomprehenſibleneſs of the favour 
would carry terror with it, and fright Men 
into repentance and contrition. | © 

He thought, Men would have ſo much ſenſe 
and modeſty in them, as not to ruth through 
agonies, and torments, and groans, and ſobs, 
and ſighs and tears, and wounds, and ſtripes of 
the Son of God into eternal deſtruQtion. He 
thought, thoſe Thorns and Nails that woun- 
ded that Sacred Head, would fcrarch and fting 
them into awe and reverence of fo great a love,- 
as they were rolling inro eternal flatnes. He 
thought, they muſt diveſt rhemſelves of all 
humanity. and ſelf-love, if under the Croſs of 
Chriſt they conld perſue their own damnart- 
on, and make the ftreams of that Blood a R1t- 
ver to Carry them into eternal darkneſs. 

Bnt thou haſt ſeen, O God, and bcholdeft, 
and canſt not but behold it with ſorrow and 
indignation, how theſe Men that pretend 'to 
be Chriſtians, live the-reverſe of thy defigns ! 
How they improve the Croſs of Chriſt, into af- 
fronts of thy power and' glory ! -How _ 
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that Tree of, Life, they, work out their. own 


death; and how that precious Blood doth but 


encourage them to bid defiance to Heaven; 


| and the Sweat and the Toil of the Son of God, 


under the burthen of their Sins, makes them 
{weat and toil, to fall a prey to the mercileſs 
olutches of the Devil ! If I had not come, faith 
Chrift, they had had no in, z. e. their fin would 


not have been ſo great as now it is, Joh, 15. 22., 


So it 1s, if the Son of , God had not fpilt his 


'Blood,and had Men diſobeyed,their Diſobedience 


would have receiv'd an ordinary recompence 
of reward 3 but, trampling on the Blood of the 
Son of God, that's a thing, which muſt needs 
make God's Indignation 1inexpreſſible, and a- 


ſtoniſhing. 


God indeed reconcil'd the World unto him- 


ſelf; and Chriſt, by his death, purchas'd that 
reconcil:ation, and eternal life 5 but there is a: 


preat difference between the purchaſe of theſe 
leflings, and the application of them ; be- 
tween the poſlibility of poſſeſſing and the 


- actual enjoyment of them. A Man may ww” 
an Eſtate, and intend it for, the uſe of ſuc 
and ſuch perſons ; but when he hath bought 


it for them, may hes tie them up to cer- 
tain conditions, upon which they ſhall enjoy 
the Eſtate ; or in caſe they neglect thefe condi- 


"tions, go without it. A King that's juſtly offen- 


ded with his Subjects, and, for their notorious 
Rebellion, hath deſign'd them all for ruin and 
deſtruRion, upon ſome noble attempt, and ge- 

| nerous 


a aa 4 os wa ywor- 


herous enterpriſe of. his only Son,, the Prince, 
d 


may be mov'd, or brought'to a willingneſs to 
s by their crimes; but when the King's good- 
will is obtain'd, the Prince may juſtly appoint 
ſome condition upon which ' the' condemned 
Wretches ſhall receive their great Maſters'Fa- 
vour. And as upon the King's good inclination 
to be friends with his SubjeCts, it doth not fol- 
low that he is aCtually reconciF'd to every one; 
there being ſome conditions. required, upon 
which the Pardon ſhall be ſigned and ſealed to 
every one of them in particular ; ſo neither do : 
all Men effeQtually ſhare in that reconciliation 
to God through Jeſus Chrift, but thoſe that 
turn to God with all their hearts, and with all 
their ſouls, and are weary of Sin, and heav 


laden with the ſenſe of ir, 'and, in fober ſadneſs, 


reſolved to ſubmit to Chriſt's yoke and govern- 
ment ; and accordingly ſuch are called, as are 
reſolved to walk in the light, even as God is in 
the light, and to be like Chrift Feſws, and toex- 
preſs the power of Chriſtianity in their hives, 
and to attain to ſuch Chriſtian qualifications 
as are required in the Goſpel, by the uſe of ex- . 
ternal means, and internal aids ; for though 
all mankind ſhare in the poſſibility of enjoying 
this reconciliation , and the Pardon may, be 
truly ſaid to be purchas'd for them, and for 
their uſe, yet all are not made partakersof the 
actual poſſeſſion of it, becauſe all Men will not 
conſent to fulfil the conditions upon which 
that reconciliation is offered them, viz.” un+- 
fergned 
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\ thetime tocome. Thar it's offer'd on theſe 0on- 
ditions, the whole Golpel witneſſes ; and he 


betrays his ignorance that makes advantage of- Þ+_ 


feigned repettance, and fincere obedience for 


I 
f 


this DoQrine, and leſſens his aare, diligence, © 


goyerning his ſpirit and appetite, and -in pers 
Ring HolineG in the ru. of God. oi 

Shimet was a Man condemn'd todeath,1 Kjngs 
2. 36, it's like ſome Courtiers of Solomon: got 
tim his Pardon ; the King grants it, but re- 


quires this one thing of him, that he ſhould - 


build him a houſe in Jersſalw, and dwell 
there, and go not forth thence any whither ; 
and fulfilling this condition, without all perad- 
venture he might have liv'd happy and lafe as 
the beſt of his Neighbours ; but when he muſt 
needs be running after his ſervants, and prefer 
a ſmall advantage before perpetual ſafety, he 
juſtly ſuffers the puniſhment the King appoin- 
_ ted be him. The Son of God, by the blood of 
his Croſs, hath in truth gotten all Chriſtians 
their pardon, but is refolv'd none ſhall enjoy 
it, but thoſe that will forſake their fins, and 
relign themſelves to his guidance and direCti- 
on. A reaſonable demand, a condition ſo equi- 
table, ſo juſt, ſo cafie, that no Man in his wits 
bur muſt ſay, as Shime: unto Solomon, The ſaying 
« good ; 4s my Lord the King hath ſaid, ſo will 
thy Jervant do. But then, if the Pardon, the 
Son of God hath obtain'd for .them, appear ſo 
inconſiderable a thing in their eyes, that wy 
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and zeal, in working out his Salvation, 18} 
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4 no marvel, if they fall a prey to that wrath, 
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do not think it worth enjoying, ( and certain- 


ly they do not think it worth enjoying, that 
will -not agree to ſo reaſonable a condition,) 


from which the Son of God.is ready to deliver 
them, and if their blood be upon their heads, 
that do deſpight unto the Spirit of Grace, 'and 
count the blogd of the Covenant, wherewith they 
were to be ſan#ified, an unholy thing,' An At 
front ſo great, that no ordinary vengeance 
can expiate it : And ſhould God ask them, as 
the Prophet Nathan did David, What puniſh. 
ment they themſelves thought fit for ſuch of- 
fenders, (provided they did not know, that they 
were the perſons concerned,) they would, no' + 
doubt, doom themſelves to as great, if not 
greater, Plagues, than God intends to inflict - 
upon them. | 

When Amurath, Emperor of the Turks, ha 
notice given him, That a Do#or of Law had 
cheated a poor Pi/grim, that was gone to Mec-. 
ca, and at the Mans return would not. reſtore 
to him the jen he had entruſted with him, 
but reſalutely denied, that he had received any 
ſuch things from him ;; The Emperor, one day, 
in a third perſon, Asked the Door, What he 
thought a Man, that. had. notoriouſly, betrayed 
his Truſt, might juſtly deſerve ? , He Aiffves 
red, It was fit that ſo.notoriqus a villain ſhould 
be pounded; alive in a:Mortar-. He had 'no. 
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ſooner ſaid the word, but the Emperor gave 
order,'Thar ſo it ſhould = done. to, ky, ho 
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had ſo notoriouſly couzen'd the poor P:grim. 

So here, as harſh as ſuch Men as continue in 
their fins, may think ir, to be doom'd to eter- 
nal vengeance, were themſelves, in the: Third 
Perſon, Ask'd, What was fit to be done to 
ſuch ungrateful Monſters > Themſelves would 
give the ſame Sentence againſt themſelves, for 


| Putting fo notorious an affront upon fo aſto- 


niſhing a Mercy. 

So that, although a true Believer, and a fin- 
cere Penitent, may boldly fay with the Apoſtle, 
That Chriſt hath redeemed him from the curſe of 
the Law, being made a curſe for him, Gal. 3. 13. 


' And, that Chriſt hath waſhed bim from his fins 


with his ow»: blood,' Rev. 1. 5. And thathe hath 
an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chrift the 
righteous, who t the propitiaticn for his ſms, 1 Joh. 
2, 1.' And, that Chriſt hath made his peace with 
God, Col. 1. 20. Yet Men, that are ſtrangers 
to the ſanftifying work of God's Spirit, cannot 
be faid to have at preſent, during their unre- 
generate eſtate, any other benefit by the death 
and paſſion of Chriſt, but a poſſibility of all 
thoſe great and glorious adyantapes, and it's 
poſſible for them to be freed from the curſe of 
the Law, to be admitted into the number of 
thoſe, that ſhall be ſaved 3 to-enjoy the remif- 
ſion of Sins, to eſcape the Wrath to come, and 
to {ce God face to face in Heaven, and all this 
by virtne of Chriſt's death ; if they will but 

nake hands with their darling vices, . and a= 
gres to a practical love of therr Maker, and 
24 ER 
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Redeemer, and San&ttifier. To think that uwncon- 
verted ſinners do attually enjoy theſe benef ts, 
is to contradict Scriptute, and to-give the Apo- 
ſtles of our Lord the Lie, who unantmoilly tell 
us, That theſe Mercies are not effeEtually zpply*d 
to the Soul, till the Soul, by fincere *repen- 
tance, and reformation of life, appties herſelf 
to Chriſt Jeſus. > oLLS54 IE. 08 

And indeed, this 1s the prodigious mercy 0 
the ſecond Covenant, that God, for Chtift's ſake, 
will accept of ſincere repentance, inſtead of per- 
fect obedience, (which was the great condition 
of the firſt agreement between God and Man,) 
and. looking upon the precious blood of his Son, 
. will paſs'by whatevepe Men have done before, 
if. they will be in love with Sin and DeſftruEti | 
on no longer, and ſincerely endeavour to pleaſe 
him 1a thoſe commands, which deſign nothing 
but our tntereſt and happineſs. 

Theſe things are not very hard to be under- 
ſtood, but the generality of Chriſtians ſeem re« 
{olv'd not to underſtand them, that they may 
not be oblig'd ro rake- their ways into ſerious 
confideration. At this rate they can ſerve two 
Maſters,'and: reconcile light with darkneſs, God 
and Belial,-the Temple of God and Idols, Froſt 
and Hear, Snow and Fitc ; pleaſe God and pleaſe 
the World; gratifie their Luſts, and ſecure Hea- 
ven ; build Tabernacles here, and ſecure Man= 
ſions hereafter 3 keep in with God and Man, 
and; like the Samariteys ,'2 Reg. 17. 41. feat 
the Lord; and feryve Graven Images, This Do» 


Q.a Fo Qrine,. 
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Qrine, that Chriſt hath freed them from the 
wrath of God, in their ſenſe, makes Religion ſit 
ſoft and eaſe yy__ them, and doth not diſturb 
them 1n their ſenſual enjoyments. It's a com- 
fortable Doctrine to fleſh and blood ; never 
could any thing have: been invented more a- 
greeable to their Luſts; and if God had ſtudied 
to do them a kindneis, he could not have done 
them a greater, than to let his Son ſuffer all, 
that is to be ſuffered by them ; and fo after 
their delights and fintul ſatisfactions here, con« 
duct them into a far more glorious Paradiſe. If 
it be {o, truly Conſideration is Vanity, and the 
Preachers are Fools and Mad-men to preſs it 
upon their Auditors ; Spiritual Men are di- 
ſtrated, and fitter for Bed/amz than the Pulpit. 
Their Religion 1s nothing bur a Frick, and 
they keep a great {tir to no purpoſe ; cry aloud, 
ur edifie not ; and lift up their voices, merely 
to trifle away time, and confirm the Houſe of 
Jacob in their ſins. But, who ſees not that this 
15s an invention of the Devil, firſt to darken the 
Sinners underſtanding, and when the Candle is 
out, to rob him of his everlaſting Happineſs ! 
And, Sirs, will you be robb'd thus quietly of 
yeur Blits and Glory 2 . Will you ſuffer your- 
ſelves to be ſtript of all you have, without the 
leaſt oppoſition ? Is it poſſible for you to be- 


lieve, That the Son of God came down from 


Heaven to encourage you in offending God'; - 
and made himſelf of no reputation for you, 
; uf you might render yourſelyes contemptible 


| "I, yl 
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in the ſight of the Almighty.;.and died for you, 
to give life to your fins and follies? How abſurd, 
how impertinent, how contradictory is this be- 
lief ? How !. God, and encourage lin ? Holineſs 
irſelf, and find out a way to promote iniquity ? 
Can there be any thing in Nature more lilly or 
ridiculous 2 This is abuſing the Croſs of Chriſt, 
not truſting to it ; and”you that make it an 
occaſion of ſin, take heed, '1t do not prove a 
ſtumbling-block unto you, and 1n ſtead of cru- 
cifying Sin in you, do not harden you 1n it. It 
is a thing not unuſual with God, to puniſh ſin- 
with fin ; and if Men will be filthy, 1n deſpite 
of all endeavours to purifie them from their fil- 
thineſles, to doom them to continue filthy (till, 
and to make that their judgment, which at firſt 
was only their tranſgreſſion 3 Becauſe there 
no Truth, nor Mercy, 'nor Knowledge of God in 
the Land; but Stealins, and committing Adultery, 
therefore your Daughters ſhall commit Whoredom, 
and your Spouſes ſhall commit Adultery, ſaith God, 
Hoſ, 4. 1, 2, 13. 2. e, T will utterly withdraw 
my Grace, and my Holy©Spirit from you, 
whence it muſt neceſſarily come to pals, rhat 
you will fink deeper and deeper in your fins, 
till you fink into the _nethermoſt Hell ; "and 
that which was your delight ſhall prove 
your burthen, and your joy ſhall be your 
plague. ; and when afterwards you ſhall ſee, . 
what you have brought yourſelves to, ane 
would fain ſtep back, you ſhatl not be ab 
but die in your fins. A Judgment egouy 
I Tn 
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make a Mans hair ſtand on end, and, yet it is but 
reaſonable, eſpecially in this point, of, making 
light of the death of Chrif Teſus ; lo great a 
love, and written in {uch legible Characters 
too, {lighted and. abuſed, and made a help to 
ſin, improved into licentiouſneſs, may juſtly 
be ſuppoſed to draw down that Judgment, we 
read of, 1/a. 6. 9.10. Go and tell this people, Hear 
ye indeed, but underſtand not ; and ſee ye indeed, 
but perceive not. Mike the heart of thu people 
fat, and make their ears. heavy, and ſhut their 
eves ; leſt they ſee with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and underſtand with their heart, and 
cowvert, and be heated. | wy 0 
But what is worſe than all this, the death of 
the Son of God, which thus, inſtead of morti; 
fying, makes fin reign in, your mortal bodies, 
will- be the greateſt witneſs againſt you in the 
laſt day. The ſtone ſhall cry out of the wall, and 
the heam out of the timber ſhall auſwer againſt the 
oppreſſor, ſaith the Prophet, Hab, 2.'31. And 
then ſure, blood hath a louder voice, Hes, 12. 
24, and the blood of a crucified Sayiour will 
be one day the greateft evidence again you. 
This, bike Oyl, will encreaſe your flames, and 
prove the Brimſtone,, that ſhall make the fire 
blaze the more. Thar Jeſus, whoſe Crols thou 
deſpiſelt now, will be thy accuſer then ; and 
woe to that man, that hath the Judge himſelf 
fgr -his enemy. That Yreadful ſpectacle, the 
thatxifixion of the Lord of life, which cannot 
thy. Soul to conſider the indignation, 
he ab- 


thou might have had as we 
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abhorrency, and hatred, God bears to ſin, will 
be the great Argument.then, that {hall cover 
thy face with everlaſting confuſion. As love- 
ly, as charming, as amiable as this Mercy looks 
now, it will look as diſmal then, and thar 
which is now thy Anchor, will be thy Terror 
then, and thou wilt run away from Mercy as 
much then, as thou doeſt from Gods Thunder 
now, for thou wilt not be able to look upon 
this Mercy without bluſhing, and to think, 
how thou haſt undervalued it, will make thee 
ready to hide thyſelf from: its *hrightneſs. 
Every. Beam will dart horrour into thy Soul, 
and every Ray will be an arrow 1n thy hearr. 
When thou ſhalt ſee in that day zhe ſpirits 
of Men made perfett, the Men in white, who 
bave waſh'd their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb ; when thou ſhalt re- 
flett on their Happineſs, a mm which 

[ as they, (if 
that blood could. have perſuaded thee to cleanſe. 
thyſelf from all Filrhineſs both: of Fleſh and 
Spirit,) how will thine Eyes flow with 
Tears, to think what ſtrong deluſions thou 
haſt lay'a under, in thinking, that this blood 
was only ſpilt, that thou mighteſt wallow 
more freely in the mire. The Lamb which 
was {lain from the foundation of the World, 
and came to take away thy ſins, as well as thy 
Neighbours,” only thow would{t not be clean 5 
that Lamb, I ſay, as harmleſs as its looks are 
now, will then change his afpe&t ; and thou, 
S 4 | thar 
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that now thinkeſt a Lamb can be nothing 
but kind, wilt then find, by woful experience, 
that there is ſuch a thing, as the indignatian, 
and wrath of the Lamb, Tt 


Of the various Miſchief's ariſing from negle@ of 
Conſideration. The want of it prov'd to be the 
cauſe of moſt ſins. Some inſtances are given 
in Atheiſm, Unbelief, Swearing, Pride, Care- 
leſneſs in God's Service, Lukewarmneſs, Cove- 


#0uſneſs, &C. 


7 Rom what hath been ſaid, we may ſafely 
draw this Concluſion, That want of Con- 
ſideration is the unhappy Spring, from which 


moſt of the miſeries and calamities of Mankind * 


flow. There may be inferiour and ſubordi- 
-nate cauſes, as the barrenneſs of a Field may 
proceed from the Thorns which overſpread it, 
from the Srones which ' lie ſcatter'd upon it, 
from want of Dunging, from the Ruſhes that 
grow 1n it, &c. but the principal cayſe, is the 
Slnggard's Idleneſs, and Lazineſs ; ſo here, the 
Miſeries of Mankind may owe their exiſtence 
to various accidents, and occurrences, but rhe 
 Maſter-cauſe is want of Conſideration. Tn» 
deed God, 1/a, 5. 12. 13. makes this the grezt 
s: » > » Ba +» i [8% £7, 3+ ah s 66 reaſon 
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reaſon, Why his people were gone into Captivity, 
why their honourable Men were famiſh'd, and their 
multitude dried up with thirſt ; why Hell had en+ 
larged herſelf, and open*d her mouth without mea- 


ſure, and their glory, and their Multitude, and 


their pomp deſcended into it. It's the want of 
it, which, in all Ages, hath procur'd God's 
Judgments, which, by Conſideration, might 
have been ſtopt and prevented. Had Adam 


improv*d his ſolitarinels in the Garden of Eden, 
into ſerious Conſideration of the nature: of 


the Precept his Maſter gave him, and refletted 
on the Wiſdom of the Supream Law-giver, 
that made it ; on the immenſe Bounty, his 
preat Benefaftor had crown'd him withal ; on 
the abominable Ingratitude he would make 


himſelf guilry of, by breaking ſo reaſonable 


an Injunction. Had he but recollefted himſelf, 
(when tempted to eat of the dangerous Fruit, 


under a pretence that it would open his Eyes, 


and make him wiſe as God,) and thought, 
that the Creator of Heaven and Earth knew 
beſt, what degree of wiſdom and knowledge 
became a Creature of his quality and conditi- 
on ; and he that was all Love, and Beauty, 
and Kindneſs, would not have interdifted him 
that Fruit, if the Food might have any way ad- 
vanc'd his Happineſs, 2d that therefore there 


. muſt be ſome cheat in the Temptation : That 


the Angels, which were lately thrown down 
from their glory, could not but envy the feli- 
City he enjoyed, and for that reaſon would a 
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yu in all manner of ſhapes, and try a thou- 
and ways to weaken the favour of God to- 
wards him ; and that it was, without all per. 
adventure, the ſafeſt way to prefer an expreſs 
command, before an uncertain ſuggeſtion. That 
it it was below the Almighty, to ſay and unſay ; 
to forbid, and yet permit to caution, and. yet 
to connive ; to declare his Will to day, and 
countermand it to morrow 5 and that "ſuch 
Weaknefles are ſcarce reconcilable to the tem- 
per of a wiſe Man on Earth, much leſs to the 
rules of Infinite Wiſdom. Had his Mind taken 
a view of ſuch Arguments as theſe, and of the 
uninterrupted Proſperity and Immortality he 
he was promis'd upon his obedience ; it's not 
the Charms, or Rhetorick, or ſoft Language of 
a Wife, nor the Subtilty of a Serpent, nor the 
pretended Ommcience, the Devil flattered 
him withal, would have made him leave that 
happy ſtate, which the infinite goodneſs of 
Heaven had plac'd him in. But while he ſuf- 
fers the pleaſure of a Garden to tranſport his 
Soul, and to blind it, fears no ill, no miſchief, 
no danger among the Roſes and Flowers of | 
Paradiſe , embraces the deceittul Suggeſtion, 
without examining the cauſe, .the manner, or 
the end of it, ſwallows the fatal Bair without 
chewing, believes a Wite, and a Beaſt, without 
conſidering the conſequence of the Fact, and 
inquires not how God may reſent his Curioſity, 
he:-falls into death and miſery, and drags all 
| his Polterity after him. 
| Þ Had 
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Had the Inhabitants of Sodew and Gomorrah 
reflected, like rational Men, on the reproofs 
and admonitions of righteous Lot, rumunated 
on his paſſionate expfeſſions, taken notice gf 
the Motives he uſed, of the Incouragement 
he alledg'd, of the Commiſſion he mk. 
of the Authority by which he aQted, conſider'd 
the kindneſs of the Almighty, ia ſending them 
ſuch a Preacher, and thought with themſelves, 
That ſure jt could not be the Preachers intereſt, 
to {et himſelf againſt their vices 3 That except 
Conſcience, and a Divine Commiſſion. had 
prompted him to attempt their Reformatign, 
it was not probable, he would enrape a - 
bauched City againſt himſelf, and make him- 
ſelf obnoxious to the fury of the People ; that 
the righteous Man ſpake nothing but reaſon, 
and ſought nothing but their good : That 
God's Patience would certainly be tired ere 
long, and his long-ſuffering turn into ven» 
gTeance ; that the fire of their luſt would 
ſhortly pull down other fire, and the heat of 
their unclean deſires break into- more conſu- 
ming flames : That fins againſt Nature made 
Men worſe than Beaſts, and for God not to re- 
venge ſuch Crimes, would certainly give the 
World occaſion to believe, there was no Ga> 
vernor, that rook care of ſublunary objeQs, or 
be a means to deſtroy Human ſociety : That 
God would not always put up affronts, nor ſub 
fer his methods to reclaim them, to be baffled 
everlaſtingly : 'That they could not hope to 
elcape 


248 The G:eat Law 


eſcape God's Indignation, no more than the 
"Men of the firſt World, and when their Sins 
'were equal, God's Judgments would oyertake 
them, as well as they did their Brethren : That 
God could intend them no harm, by calling 
'them to repentance ; and being the great Pre- 
ſerver of. Men, could not but deſign their well- 
being and felicity. | 

Had they ſuffered their thoughts to dwell on 
ſuch truths as theſe, made ſuch Conſiderations 
familiar to their Souls, they would have melted 
and humbled themſelves, and kept back that 
fire and brimſtone, which afterwards conſumed 
'them, Want of Conſideration made them ſe- 
cure in ſin, and that ſecurity prepared them for 
their devaſtation. 

Indeed, there is no Sin almoſt, but is com- 
mitted for want of Conſideration. Men con- 
fider not what Sin is, nor how loathſom it is 
to that God, who carries them on his wings, 
as the Eagle doth her young, nor what injury 
.they do to their own Souls, nor what the 
dreadful effe&s and conſequences of it are, and 
that makes them ſupine and negligent of their 
Duty. 4 

To give a few inſtances : Did the Atheiſt 
but look up to Heaven ; did his {winiſh and 
brutiſh Appetite but give him leave to con- 
remplate that glorious Fabrick, the orderly po- 
ſition of the Stars, the regular motion of thoſe 
Celeſtial Lamps, and the Mathematical contri- 


vance of that curious Globe 3 how is 1t Haep” 2 
e 
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he *could dream of a caſnal concurrence of 
Atoms, or forbear to acknowledge a moſt 
wiſe, moſt perfeCt, and moſt powerfal Archi- 
tet, even that God, who commanded ' them 
into being, and ſtill preſerves them from de- 
cay and ruin ? | | 
| Would he but conſider , how things that: 
have a beginning, could not make themſelves, 
unleſs they were before they were, ( which 
implies a contradiCtion, ) and therefore muſt” 
certainly be made,, and produced at firſt by 
ſome Supream cauſe, that is Eternal and Om- 
| nipotent. Would he but refle&, on the” unt- 
verſal conſent of Mankind, how not only the 
civiliz?d, but the moſt barbarous, Nations 1 
all Ages, have had a ſenſe of a Deity ; and how 
this ſenſe never changes, although Kingdoms, 
| and Republicks, their Government, Laws, Con- 
F- ſtitutions, Inhabirants, and Cuſtoms'change 3 
and how improbable it is, that all 'Mankmd' 
ſhould conſpire into ſuch a Cheat , if there 
were no Supream Power ; how rational it 1s, 
that when Men of. different Conftitutions', 
Complextons , Principles, Defires, Intereſts, 
Opinions, do all, or - moſt of them agree in 
one thing, there- muſt neceſſarily be ſomthin 
more than ordinary int, and the Notion muff 
be ſuppoled either imprinted, by God, on the 
hearts of all Men, or carefully deliver'd to 
Poſterity by the firſt ' Planters of the World, 
which, in all probability; they woalkd/qot have 
done, except-they had very good ground _ 
| | realog 
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reaſon for it ; and thou 
few bave. been found, who.either out of ambi. 
tion of being thought wits, or. in a humor, 
or. through ſtrange corruption of their 
minds, have denied the being of a Deity, or 
have believed none, yet that thoſe few are incon- 
ſiderable, compared with the greateſt part of 


Mankind, and guided rather by their luſts and | 
vices, whole intereſt it is,. there ſhould be no 


God to take notice of them, and not by the true 
light of reaſon : Would the Fool, I ſay, but 
t {eriouſly on thele familiar Arguments, 
how could he fay in his heart, 7 here i no God ? 

How could the Wretch deny. a Providence, 


if he did but take notice, how all thingsare pre- 


ſerved in thoſe tations, ſphears, and tendencies, 
they were at firlt created in. How things con- 
trary. to one another, are kept from deſtroying 
ane another. How every thing proſecutes the 


and for which it was procurete How the Sea, 
hats higher than the Earth, 1s kept from over- 


running and. drowning it. How Kingdoms, 
Empires, and \Common-wealths are continued 
ind conſerved in the World. How one Coun- 
try is. made a Scourge to the 'other for their 
ſin.5- and how the ſoberer Natioa many times 
conquers the rhore debauched. and vitious, till 
the itormers ſobriety dying, proves a preſage of 
the funeral of their happineſs. How Men. are 
ſuffered to tyrannize, and-to rage, that their 
O/ AtGrWARe gngy be. more [grievous and. ter- 
xible.  How'ſfin1s puniſhed with fin ; and with 


what 


| hers-and there ſame 
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what meaſure we mete, with the ſame, other 
men mete to us again. How ſtrangely Mur- 
ther is found out, and ſecret villanies diſcove- 
red, arraigned, and condemned, 

How Caligula, that bids dehance Sueton, inCaig, 
to Heaven, and threatens Jups- 

ter to chaſtiſe him, if he ſent Raia that day his 


| Players were to ACt 3 how the poor miſerable 
' creature hides his head in.a Featherbed when 
' it Thunders ; and .how the ſtourteſt ſinners 


tremble, even then, when no--man -perſues 
them. How Tiberius is tortured in his Conſci- 
ence with a ſenſe of his monſtrous prafices, 
and he that had deſpiſed all Heavenly Powers, 
before his death, dreads what before he laught 
at. . How light is frequently produced out of 
darkneſs ; the greatelt telicity from the greateſt 
miſery 3 and even fin itſelf ſo ordered, .that it 
proves an occaſion of the greateſt good. How 
miraculouſly Men are preſerved, and how ;pxo- 
digioully reſcued from dangers, that hang aver 
their heads, and threaten their deſtruQtion. How 
one Man is puniſhed by proſperity, another 
Froterved by the want of it. How ons Man's 
leſſings are turned into curſes, and another 
Man's curſes 1nto.bleſhngs. How Mena periſh, 
that they may not periſh ;. and are ſuffered: to 
grow poor, that they may be rich 3 andare de- 
prived of all; that they may arrive to far greater 
plenty. How ſtrangely many times are Men 
preſerved from, ſin, and ſomthing comes in, and 
croſſes their ſinful attempts and I 
| t 
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that they are not able to put their purpoſes in | / 
execution. How Men are fitted for feveral eme_ 
ployments, and no office or buſineſs ſo mean arid 
ſordid, but ſome Men have a gezizs or inclinati- 
on toit. How beaſts, which ateſtronger than 
Men, are yet kept from hurting men ; and Men 
themſelves, that intend miſchief to their Netgh- 
bours, are prevented in their deſigns, and inthe 
Net they ſpread for others, their foot is taken. 
How by very inconſiderable means, very great 
things are effeted ; and ſometimes withour » 
means, very ſignal changes and alterations are 
produced. How the greateſt preparations are 
blown upon and Jifleſved , and a handful of 
men chaſes vaſt and potent Armies: How Ty- | 
rants, when they. are juſt bringing their Tri- 
umphs to perfe&tion, are blaſted on a ſudden ; 
and when they fancy nothing can reſiſt or hin- 
der their mighty deſigns, the wind turns, and 
all their bravery dies into contempt, and ſhame 
and diffatisfation. How' the greateſt Enemy, 
ſometimes becomes the greateſt Friend ; and 
he that hated another unto death, 1s on a ſud- 
den convinc*d of his folly, and loves him as his 
own Soul. ' How kindly the Heavens difpenſe 
their former and' later Rain ; and how, upon 
ſolemn Prayers and Supplicarions, ſome great 
Judgment is averted, and Men reſtored to their 
former peace and tranquillity. How, even' in 
things fortuitous,, Juſtice 15 executed ; and the 
Arrow, which ſuch a man'ſhotat randomr,'is yet 
ſo guided, as to' hit the perſon guilty 'of Tome 
FX heinous 
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+ heinous crime: How ſuch a Man' s ruine prove? 


anothers inftrufion:;* and he, whotn Education 
could not engage to Prudence, learns tobe wiſe 
by. anothers fall. How Men ignorantly con- 
trive'their Neighb6urs good, and*while they 
keaft intend the apparel” of others, take the 
readieſt courſe to make their Jabowrs: ſucceſsful 
and proſperous. How a Flea ſhall 'awaken an 
Ahiſhnerms, that he may look into/his Chroni- © 
cles, and read there the good 'Offiees' 6f Mor- 
decai,. and recompenſe him, and''prevent the 
Miſchief intended againſt God's People: © How 
a word, that drops ſomtimes from 'the' Preach- 


ers Mouth in a Sermon, 'ſhall make that impreC 


ſion on the Hearers Heart, as to changs it, and: 
work him into another [Man.' © - 

He 'that ' would - take ſach"paſſages'as theſe 
into ſerious Conſideration, how wet&'ir'polſible 
for him to queſtion 4 Providence;' that Orders, 
and Rules, and ' Governs- all, andexrends irs 
Care, even' to the leaft, 'moſt miruteg'; and:*moft 
abje& and contemptible Creature?'' How tould 
he forbear' to admire! God, as the-mott Wiſe; 
moſt Knowing , moſt: Lovely, moſt Perfett:; 
moſt | -Holy, and moſt Beaulithl Being,” whoſe 
ey6s\I ris to and fro to fhew himſelf firong''is 
rheSbobalf' of thaſe,' whoſe. Heart is «$4 fo 
wards him, 2 Chron. 6490! £271! coHly = 

\- Th Unbeliever 5 *that0 doth not! believe the 
Scripriire:#& be the! Word: of God;'-and: fancies 
thers1s/to-other .Wotld\' no. Judgment- afted 
Derthq- atid thinks'ir irfational, that" — 
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Sin ſhould be puniſh'd with an Eternity. of Tor- ' 
ments; It's want of Confideration makes him 


continue Infidel : 


For, 1: Asfor the Scripture, which contains 


'theſum and fubſtance of the Chriſtian Religi- 


on, would he but take a walk in the Field, or 
in his Garden, or in his Chamber, and weigh the 


« Arguments,which make for the Divinity of this 


Book, and conſider what he can obje& againſt 
it, whether his ObjeQtions be equal in ftrength 


. and weight, with the Reaſons that fetch its pe- 


digree from Heaven, he would ſoon be of a- 
nother miagd, and: pity'the weakneſs, and ſauci- 
neſs of thoſe, Youngſters, that play upon the. 
Oracles of God in Akhoufes,. or Taverns, or 
Theatres. He need only diſcourſe with hingfelf 
in-this manner, :. | 
_ 1ſee the whole Chriſtian World, for ſo ma-« 
ny Centurzs- together, hath embraced theſe 
Sacred: Volumes, as a Treaſury of God's Will 
and Ordinances, as a Directory dropt down 
from,Heaven, 'to teach them how God will be 
worſhipp'd, what Notions they are to entertain 
of God, and what they are to do to ſave their 
Souls for ever; how they are to order.their 


Lives, how they are to Pray, how they [ate to 
behave themſelves toward God' and Man,.'and 
what rules they. are to.obſerve-intheir thinking, 
ſpeaking , doing and deafing: in: the. World, 
| ery probable, that God, who-isall.Good- 
all:Mercy, and-of inifinite Pity,: and DAL 
- | made 
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made this World to ſerve Man, and endow*'d 
him with a capacity of knowing, and voPri 
God, would not leave him deſtitute o ſack 
helps and means, as might. beſt promote hg 
knowledge of him ; but find out a way to ma- 
nifeſt himſelf to him, eſpecially when it's evi- * 
dent, that without ſome better direQions. than 
Nature gives, Men are ſo very apt to fall into 
errors and miſapprehenlions of his. Glory . 
and Majeſty. Whether . this Book contains 
therefore the true Roveamgnagu incl God hath 
__ pleas'd to make to Mankind, is the Que» 

ion. | 

Upon examination I find, that there 1s no- 
thing in this Book, either promiſed, or threat- 
ned, or commanded, but what is Deo dignum, fit 
for a "ms to promiſe , and threaten, and com- 
mand. | | 
__ Whatever is deliver'd here, ſeems to he very 
agreeable to His Majeſty, and Sovereignty; and. 
Divine Nature. The Rewards, as well asPyunulh- 
ments, are God-like 3 and the Dutigs preſſed 
here, are but the neceſſary conſcquents, of his 
Goodneſs, and Juſtice, and Government, ,and 
Supremacy which conſequences, becauſe Man, 
; 'by reaſon of his corruption, wasnot able to de- 
duce from the Notion of God, God thought. fit 
to reveal, and manifeſt to him, by yarious 
Paſſages, Hiſtories, Prophecies; Parables; Pre- 
cepts, and Concluſions. | teri 
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Upon enquiry I perceive, that the deſigns of 
this Book areat leaſt very harmleſs, its-great aim 
being'to make Men good, and juſt, and honeſt; 
and hive like Men of Reaſon; ſo that if Men-quar- 
Tel-withit, they' muſt -quarrel with their own 
"Make;'and Conſtitution, which is not only capa» 
ble of fich perfeRions, but, were the grofler ſen. 
ſual obje&s removed,or ſeparated-fromit,would 
naturally defire,' and breathe after them. What- 
ever Verity or Truth, the light of Nature,or Rea- 
in ditates,is here'to be found ; and this Book 
"316 far from cohtradiding, or aboliſhing, any 
thing of that nature, that it improves and re- 
 fines'it. If I ſearchall the Volumes ot the an- 
tient Heathen Philoſophers, Men who ranſackr 
Nature, and tried what Nature would diſcover 
"of God, and anatoimized the Law written upon 
Mens Hearts.If I peruſe all the Leſſons and Rules 
of Morality, they gave and preſcribed toMan- 
kind, T'find themall deliver'd in this Book,much 
purer, and much clearer than thoſe Philoſophers 
wereabk to propoſe them: And what lies ſcat» 
ter'd up and down in their vaſtcr Volumes, is 
concentred here, inſomuch, thar not only Scho- 
lars, but very ordinary capacities, may be Pht- 
Toſophers;and ſpeak-more Senſe and Reaſon,than 
"the antient Wits, whom the World; when bar- 
barous, and rude, lookrupon'as Oradlts. ' .- 
The Sacred Writers, whoever they were, i&r 
ought I ſee, were Men-of very-nobleand gene- 
rous Spirits ; for their great endeavour is, to in- 
Rtrett, and edifice Mankind, and to teach R_ 
uCc 
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fuch _— asare fit for'a rational Soul to.em- 
brace. I ſee,: they .exhort Men to live like them- 
ſelves, like perſons capable of, converſing:with 
God, I ſee, they are all for preſervation of Hu- 
man Societies, and to this end they ſpeak againlt. 
all that's evil, and encourage Juſtice, and:Peace, 
and Unity, and Charity, and Obedience to Go- 
vernours,and alkthat's Good and; Holy ; and con- 
demn all Hypocriſie, commend upright Dealing, 
and ſincerity of Heart, and proſcribe eyen'tho 
ſins, which-the: world.can; take no notice of Sins 
of Thoughts, Sins of the Heatt; and Sigs of Se- 
creſie, and; urge a hearty unteigned- love, tg. our 
Neighbour. ;bheir great Care and Solicirudgis; 
that:Menimay not be kept gnacquainted.with 
themſelves; and though they lived in diferent 
Ages, at different times,, and. were of ditt 59s 
Educations, yet they all agree in their great, Eqn- 
deavour,and Deſign'to purthe Mens Heazts;znd 
to keep their. Conſcienges.void of offence,tos 
wards God, and towards Men, 4 Yule 
have God Worſhipp*d,;and Hogourd like a, Gi 

in Spirit,andin.,Truth, and-yequire theczeaman 
marrow. ofiQur endeavaurs, our deareſt ang ten- 
dereſt lovei tobe given, to him, which;igdeed 
is a' worſhip fit for him, that is our..Suprean 
Ruler and Governor, ja whom we Liveyand 
have our Reing. mtg 5 ET. 


. They contlema all Senſuality, which makes 
Men live like Beaſts ;-,ang all. imparteace,.,and 
diſcontent, which makes their Lives WWE 

an 
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and allpride and haughtineſs,which makes their 
near Neighbours hate and deſpiſe them ; and all 
baſeſelfiſhneſs, which makes them uncompaſſio- 
nate. They preſcribe the greateſt Cordials 
apainſt Croſſes and afMittions, tor they promiſe a 
better Life after this,a life of everlaſting Joy and 
BliG; and though Moſes and the: Prophbers. ſay 
bur little of another Life in expreſs terms, yet 
they do it in Types'and Shadows, and myſteri- 
ous Phraſes and AQtions, which the Prophets 
among the Jews in all probability'explained to 
the +7 wo and Futhay'y there were no-fuch life; 
yet would the fancy of it be mighty pleaſing 1n 
diſtrefſes and calamities,and ſerve to bear: us up 
under the greateſt burthens; 'and ſhould we 
find nothing of that nature, when we come to - 
dye, to be ſure there would be no body o laugh 
at us. IV « "1303.8 
"They repreſent God;jas infinitely merciful to 
wretched Men, arid'willing to/accept of thoſe 
that repent, and turn,and fincerety fear him, and 
to makethem everlaſtingly happy 5 and yer that 
Men' may not preſume,and-turn theGrace of God 
into wantonneſs, they*repreſent him Juſt withal, 
that will take vengeanceon thoſe who-provoke 
his Patience,and mock his compaſſion, and abuſe 
his*Mercy into contempt of his Laws. '''They re- 
preſent him asa very reaſonable Mafter,that lays 
upon his Servants no more than they are able ro 
bear, 'and expeCts returns anſiwerableto the fa, 
vours he beftows on them ; and fiich ſervices, 
as are, in ſome meaſure, proportionable to the 
Means 
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' means, he hath afforded them, which is nomor®© 
but what weexpeCtfrom our Servants:All which 
is highly rationalzand I muſt needs imagine, fincE 
na'Men that ever liv*din the World, could give 
the World fuch exa@t Rules for the improve- 
ment and advancement of a rational Soul, as 
theſe Writers do, that they muſt have had ſome 
Divine Spirit to guide them, eſpecially, ſince the 
education, breeding, . and converſation of ſome 
or moſt of them, gave them no advantages of 
Learning, or Philoſophy, nor any opporruanty 
of improving their IntelleQuals by reading ſuc 
Writings, as acute and quick-ſighted Ven had 
GiÞo led through the World. To exalt the Soul, 
and to elevate it, above Senſe, and Earth, and 
Nrofs, and Dung, and to make it fit to be ad 
mitted to familiarity with its Maker,ſeems to be 
the very drift and Ji on of this Book 3 andifir 
were not Divine, qr Inſpired, it might however 
deſerve the reputation of maintaining the great- 
eſt, and moſt generous deſigns, that ever were 
carried on by Mankind. 6 

But ſure, its Original is more than Human; 
and the Perſons wha deliver theſe things, had 
certainly a Divine "Commiſſion, When I look 
either upon Moſes and the Prophets, in the Old, 
or upon Teſs and his Apoſtles in the New Te- 
ſtament, Men, who were the chief Promulgersof 
the Truths deliver'd in theſe Books, methinks 
there appears ſomthing extraordinary in them, 
and I cannot but ſee the Finger of God,thar did 
dire& and help them. If 1 believe any thing, 
FEI T 4 that 
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that I never heard or ſaw.myſelf, I haye, the 
greateſt reaſon in the World robelieve,that that 
Moſes, whom both Jews, and Heathen call the 
great Leader, and Captain-General ofthe Jews, 
was inſpired from above,when he gave his .Law 
to the whole Nation. of the Fevs. . Thax he 
wrought thoſe ſtupendious Miracles, which are 
Recorded in Scjipture, the, Jewiſh Nation hath 
firmly, and conſtantly, beljeved, ever'ſince they 
were wrought; and how;6qd000 Ven, . before 
whom they were, wrought, and who did feed 
upon many of thoſe Wonders,and'who havede 
livered the real performange of thoſe Mirag 
:down to their Poſterity, and ſo imprinted; 
belief of it,on the hearts of their Progeny, that 
neither Sword, , nor: Fire, ,Coutd. eygr. make 
Zhem deny jt, even by the teſtimony of their 
greateſt Enemies; How, Jay, this vaſt Multi- 
rude of Men. could. be miſtaken in thoſe, Mira- 
cles, and give creditto his Law, oblerve every 
puattilio of it, undergo all-that tediqusSeryfice 
.he injoin,d them, endure the pain of-Circum- 
| ilar and neceſſary Afﬀairs, 
to attend that laborious Worſhip, and; all upon 


'the account of thoſe Miracles, if they had;pot 
' been confident of che truch and reality- of thera, 
.Is altogether ynaccountable to a rational Man. 
Theſs {:raclcs he could: never have wrought 


without 4 ſupcrnatural Power,nor canTimagine 


any other reafon, why God ſhould Honour tum - 


with that ſupernatural Power, but only to con- 
firm the Li; and Statutes he gave tot E Jews, 
26S. ” an 
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and to teſtifie unto them, and to aſſure them, 
that. they came from God, and that the Puniſhy 
ments threatned would certainly atzend the wil- 
ful gegleQers of that Law. jan: 

That the Prophets .foretold things, ſome 200, 
ſome 300, ſome 500. years before. they .came to 
pals, is ſoevident from the Hiſtory aff ofras, Cy- 
rus, and the Mefias, who was-to come,, that h 
muſt profeſs himſelf a ſtranger to allBiſtory,that | 
denies it ; for I find, the Jews had thoſe Prophe- 
cies by them many years, before , they were ful 
filled, and therefore cannot be ſu; old io have 
forged, thoſe Prophecies, after the things, pre- 
Rengee to be foretgld in them, were .come to 

.Bur, had: we ng, other Teſtimony,, that thi 
Writings of the Old Teſtament are inſpired, an 
of. Divige Original, but that of ,Fe/#s, an bs 
Apoſtles, ( provided. we can prove, that the 
came,with Divine Authority ) there” would be 
enough.to ſatisfie any perſon, that doth. not de- 
light in diſputing againſt Light and Reaſon. _. 
That we owe the Dottrine of the New Teſta- 
ment to this Je/ws, and his Apoſtles, the whole 
Chriftian'World hath unanimouſly , believed for 
1600 years together ; and I muſt needs ſuppole, 
there could not have been ſuch a ſtir ja the worlg, 
for 10. many. Centuries, about the ;Religion of 
Feſas, if there had not been ſicha Perſon in the 
World.” But in this I find the whole Wor 
agree.” That there was ſuch a Perſon, not only 
Chriſtians, but their greateſt Enemies, both _ 

| an 
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and Heathen,do confeſs. This the profaneſt Men 
flive will believe, as firmly at leaſt, as they do, 
that there wereſuch perſons,as William the Con- 
queror, or Richard the Firſt, Second, Third, &c. 
This Jeſas, as hedoth aver, and maintain; That 
God ſpake by Mz/es, and the Prophets of O19, fo 
he could pot but be himſelf a perſon ſent from 
God to reform the World, and tolet them know 
the Will” and Pleaſure of the Almighty, con- 
cerning their everlaſting. Happineſs. - 
 Forl find, he wrought ſuch miracles, Works 
ſo exceeding Art and Nature, that they were 
the wonder andconfufiofnof ofthe World; Nor 
do I, upon Examination, perceive, that the Jews 
deny it ; only they give out, that being well 
SkilPd 1n the Art of Magick, and dealing with 
the Devil, he made all that ſir and noiſe.in the 
World, and drew fomany followers after him, 
Which to any Man in his Wits ſeems the billieſt 
Plea imapitiable ; for his Doftrine, Life, Mira- 
cles, all 'tetided.to the deſtruftion of the.Devil's 
Kingdotn, His firſt Work was to forbid Idolatry, 
and to pull down the Worſhip of Devils, andto 
encourage real Goodneſs, and Piety, and abhor- 
rency, not'onfy of all evil, but of all appearance 
of evil; and if Satan caſt out Satan, he s divi. 
ded againſt himſelf, and how then ſhall his Kingdom 
'fland?! Matth. 12. 26. | T2 

I find, that the Art of Magick,in thoſe days, 
was in great requelt with all the Grandeesoft 
Fems, and they arriv*d to very great perfeQion 
I it. And if this Jy wrought his Mews 
5445 bo y 
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by that Art, why could not hols great ters 
o Magick, imitare thoſe wonderful wor z ROC 
to mentian, that at his Crucifixion, when the 
alleg'd all that Malice, or Hell, could 4 
2gainſt him, none of his Adverſaries, whatever 
ſome of them had done before, durſt be.ſa abpe 
minably impudent, as to charge him with. rhag 
black and diſmal. Crime. Indeed his deſign, 
words,aCtions, behaviour, and deportmeng, were 
all ſo dire&ly contrary to this black and helliſh 
Art, that a Man ſeems to he given up tothe De- 
vil,that can have but the leaſt inclination.to; be» 
lieve it. ANer2 certainly had the greateſt adyan- 
tages of any man that evex: liv'd, to know . the 
utmoſt reach of Magick ; for as his extream vi- 
tiouſneſs, and debauchery,made him the Devils 
Darling, ſo he had all the Magicians in the world 
to teach, and to inſtru him; yer with all che 
tricks and juggles that either -Men or Devils 
couldfurniſh him withal, I do net fiad, that hg 
was able to cure a cut Finger. !- ;: | 

As great an Enemy as Julian theApaſtate was 
to the Chriſtian Religion, a&much as he hated 
ang perſecuted it, yer, by what 1s recorded byrves 
ry faithful Men, I ſee, he cquld nat deny, but that 
Jews did open the eyes of ſome blind Men; and 
cured others that were Lame, and diſpoſſeſſed 
not few, that were moleſted with evil Spirits; 
and though he makes light of theſe wonders, yet 
toa Man that is not poſſeſſed with prejudice, 
thoſe Works will ſeem Divine,and Supernaturals 
not but that Catarags, and apcidencal dicunols 
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of the Eyes, may be redreſſed by natural meansz 
but whereMen,that are born blind; are reſtored 
tb therr fight with a Word, it cannot but argue 
a Commiſſion from Heaven. Indeed, all that faw 
it, profeſſed, they never ſaw it on this faſhion; 
There were Philoſophers, and Learned Men, as 
well is Tradeſmen and Mechanicksin the crowd 
of his/Hearers, who could they have found 'but 
the leaſt hole for evaſion, they would certainly 
have made uſe of it againſt him; but with the 
exaQeſt obſervations they could make , they 
could not ſpy the leaſt ſhadow of an Impofture, 
but were forced to confeſs, That a mighty Pro- 
phet was riſen up amongſt them. ”. 881 
-- T cannot readily- comprehend, why T iberius 
ſhould have been ſo fond, to have this Jeſus al- 
eribed into the number of the Romaz gods'; or 
why Severus ſhould worſhip him'in his Cloſer, 
among his other Deities ; 'or why Aarian ſhould 
have purpos'd toerect Temples, without Images, 
to his Honour, if they had nor look'd upon him 
as fome extraordinary Perſon, and had not becn 
fifficiently aſſuredofthe many wonderful works 
he/had done. I find the Chriſtians appeal to 
the publick Ads and Reeords, among the very 
Hearliens, where many of the wonderful things 
thar Fes did, were deſcribed, which they durft 
hot hiye done, hadihey not beerſure that there 
were ſach publick Monuments, and thoſe things 
in'them. p LIENS £921 

The Evangeliſts' ( whoſe Writings I haveno 
more rea{on to/queſtion,than I do- the Wo 
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pf Tacitus, or Sexeca,' or Cicero, or Livy, they 
having been univerſally acknowledged to 'be 
theirs, and'no-Man having ever been able'to 
confure their relation, or to give any ſatisfaftory 
Argument why they ſhould not be believed, 
theſe Evangeliſts, ſome of them being Eye-wits 
neſſes, I perceive, make mention: of ſeveral Mi- 
racles that were wrought-before'great taulti- 
tudes of People z-and certainly ſome judigious 
Men then living ' would have found'it- oft; if 
there had been a cheat, or Juggle in't: Nay;is 
it rational, that the Apoſtles of this Jeſu would; 
or durſt, with that freedom, /boldnels, 'arid-oons 
fidence,have affirmed, allerted,and abetredboth 
his ReſurreCtion, and his Miracles, in' the very 
Metropolis of Judea, in the City of Jerufalery, 
where it had been an eaſie: matter to diſcover 
the fraud, ifthere had beennoſuch thing? From 
all which, Imuſt neceſſarily conclude, as: Nics+ 
Nm —_ 3. ver. 2. Maſter, weknow that tho 
art a Teacher come from God ; for no man' ran 
do theſe Miracles that thou doeſt, except God" be 
with him, 1/790 

Indeed, if-I-will not put a veil over my Face, 
and wilfully blind my ſelf muſt needs conclude, 
That his Dotbrine 'muſt be Divine, whoſe 'Mi- 
racles were {o:}:nor can I fuppoſe it poſſible, 
thar God would ſuffer thar n, whom heinz 
truſted with his own power of doing. Miracles, 
t& obtrude upon the World falſe and idle Fates, 
6r unneceffary and impertirient DoQtrines,,and 
JajunQions. TI cannot concave ;' way bo 
T2708 u 
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thonld communicate to him thepower of doing 
miracles, it be to confirm the Divinity 
and indiſpenſable neceſſity of iis DoQrine and 
Precepts3 ſo that, if the Works he did had. a 
Divine Original, his Doftrine, aid Commands 
muſt be derived from Heaven too, elſe it would 
follow, that God had been very unwiſe in his 
choice, and had exerted his Omnipotent Power 
to little or no purpoſe, only tq make a ſhew in 
the World, or toencreaſe the Kingdom of dark- 
than which, therecan nothing be imagin'd 
more abſurd, or incongruous. And though it's 
true,' that moſt Religions boaſt of Miracles, 
and many things, which are cryed up for Mita> 
cles, are nothing leſs, yet theſe are ſo atteſted, 
that a man muſt. go againſt the ſtrongeſt Evi- 
dence, that goes to contradid them. 
_ IF T conſider the progreſs of this Goſpel, I find 
it's alrogether Miraculous, not only, becauſe the 
Apoſtles, who propagated this DoCtrine, had 
the powerof Miracles conferr'd-on them by this 
Feſws,wvhich proves him to have been'in the form 
of God,but becauſe in leſs than 200 years, with» 
out force or arins;in defpite-of Sword and Fire, 
and the direſt Tormeats, it ſpread over all the 
known World. That the Mahometan Religion 
made a ſtupendious progreſs, after its firlt riſc, 
1s:not denied ; but he that ſhall' refleft on tle 
means whereby it enlargesits power, viz. by 
Sword, and Violence, by depopulating Coun-» 
tries, . by killirig and murthering all that reſiſted, 
will judge it roſe from Hell, rather than _ 
own 
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down from Heaven. But I find the Goſpel pread 
to a Prodigy, only by Innocence and Patierice;z 
by doing good and ſuffering evil; the proper 
Arms of Heaven. No force was pnt upon Meng 
but what came from demonſtration of rhe Spirit, 
and that nine thouſand Men, in two or three 
days time, ſhould be captivated by it, is tome 
as great a wonder, as St. Peter's bidding the 
lame Man, take up his Bed, and walk. 

I ſee, how in deſpite ofall the Arts and Stra- 
tagems the Devil could invent to ſtopits ,pro« 
grels, in deſpite of all the endeavours of Nero, 
Domitian, Trajan, Decins, Diocleſian, to root 
it out,it mock'd rheir rage, and fury. I find howp 
the blood of Martyrs, that was ſpilt this day, 
brought forth a greater number of Conteſlors 
the next; and multitudes of Chriftians, that 
were Sacrificed this week, were ſeconded by a 
greater Army in a few days after,and Men ſeem- 
ed to glory in being deſign'd for death, and ſet 
vingas Apprentices of Martyrdom ; and though 
here and there a Mahometan may dye for his Res 
ligion, yet ſucha number of Martyrs no Reli- 
g10n'can ſhew; and whatcan I think of ſo many 
Myriads of Men,that being offered Eaſe,: Plen+ 
ty, Riches, Honours, Preferments, deſpifed them 
all, and would ſuffer the moſt exquiſite Fortures, 
Tortures, which the - Execurioners-themſelyes 
trembled at, and which made the very; Heathen 
bluſh, (ſogrear was the Inhumanity)rather than 
deny that DoQrine, which-they haqupon indtts> 
bitable Teſtimonies.received, as Diyingf; What 

can 
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banT think; I ſay, of theſe Men,but that they had > 1 
ſufficientlyſearch'd into the Truth ofthis Goſpelz Þ , 
and-were moſt certainly aſſur'd, that it wasthe Þ- 
Word, and Will, of God ; and that this fas 2 
would moſt certainly fulfil his promiſes to them, Þ| 
and give them' Eternal life, if they could: bei. ||| 
content to' loſe their Lives on Earth for 'hig- | | 

| 


fake; That ſo many hundred thouſand Meng 
many of them Learned, and Wiſe, and of Noble 
Blood, and ingenuous Education, {ſhould throw: 
away their Lives in a humour, without very 
good ground, that what'they believed was re- 
ally Divine, and could not but be ſo, is a thing 
ſoincredible; that thoſe, whocan think fo, gifs 
cover thernſelves to be the moſt credulous Dun«, 
ces in the World. 

* Tread; how in and about Chriſt's: time, El- 
ther juſt before his coming, or ſhortly after his- 
_ departing ont of this World, by confeſſion of 
the Heathens themſelves, (for Porphyri«s5,as bit- 
ter an enemy as ever Chriſtianity had among | 
Pluloſophers,acknowledges ſo much)- the-Hea» 
then Oracles, and the Voices of Devils, etas'd, 1 
And can T think, the Devil would have left de- 
luding the World, by his ambiguous Oradles, 
- gone off the Stage voluntarily, and quietly, ex- 
cept he had been forced, and. compelled to'it. by | 
this prodigious Perſon, whom God ſent into | 
the ' World to reveal his Glory ? Certainly, it 
could not be one that was mere Man, 'whom 
theſe evil 'Spirits would have vailed andibowed 
to; / without he had been more than Manzarhey + | 

| + would Þ}- 
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make the leaſt enquiry, and ſet himſelf to con- 


fider ſeriouſly, whether that Goſpel be of ' God 
or 00; he cannot but find, that it is'the Son's 
God, even he, who can as ſoon loſe his being, 
as tell a lie, that hath, with all the proteftati- 
ons imaginable, threatned this everlaſting con- 
demnation to men, that are reſolved to prefer 
fatisfaQtion of their Luſts, before all his wilet 
and wholſome Precepts.- © IS 

_ This'being known by all, thathave any res 
ſon or underſtanding, as much as that Fel 
or Burg/ary; is death by the Law, if in deſpight 
| of this knowledge, and” perſuaſion, the hard- 
- hearted 'Wretch will venture upon a life of 
diſobedience and contempt, to which-datnati- 
on is inſeparably annext ; and rather than leave 
off, will-make God contradiQ himſelf, 'a& con- 
; trary to his threatnings, falſify his word; as if 
he intended not to do what he faith : Whit 
can I think, but that the vain man 1s in love 
- with his own Eternal deſtruttion ? *' fl 


In love with it ? $0 one would think, that 


ſees him drive to everlaſting death; as furiouſly 
as Jehwdid'to Jezreel, and make more haſte to 
invade'the Gates of Hell, than E/ijeh, for all 
his fiery Chariot, did, to get to Heaven. 
Man that runs through: Swords and Dagpets, 
breaks down Walls and Fences," poiſons the 
- Principles of Sobriety, Providence hath lodg'd 
in his breaſt, ſtrangles the kind fuggeſtions of 
_ own «rg _— - bolts and bars 
-..of a virtuous Education, ſeeks our" Dangers , 


dB 
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and precipitates himſelf. into them, and with 

n the foiſe of his Riot, ſtrives to overcome the. 

'of calls of .the Holy Ghoſt within, defies all pre- 

5 | ent convictions,  diſregards' the groans, and 

tk | cries, and tears, and wounds of a crucified Sa- 

M- |  yiour, that would keep him from being -un- 

cr Yone ;_ vanquiſhes God*s methods to catch him 

at into repentance ; breaks through all the pro- 


| Hibirions-of the Goſpel, through Vows, ard 

_ Promiles, an] Sacraments, and [molt folemn . 
» | Egpgagements ; charges all the'threarniings of 

t | - 2 jealous God, and fights his way throu ( 

| © oppoſitions, and all to get to Hell and'Dam- 

f | nation, ſore makes that his choice ; andif i, 

F | God doth him no injuty, in giving himhiso@wn 

© | heartsdefite: © i 

|| A Sheep+or a Horſe, certainly, caft never 

f counter-bal{larice the life'of a Man, How ſhoult 

C it, when Man is worth' more than a/World, 

* | andal! thingy arc pui 'tnder his feer, lt Sheep 

and. Oven, and the Peafts of the field', "the 

* | Fowls of the Air, nd the Fiſhof the'Sea, and 

whatſoever patſes (hrautzh the. paths of the 

| 


Sea ? Ye: he thar krpws he ſhall bechanged if 
he ſteal either, and +. if, fn deſpight'df the'pes 
nalty, ventufe, nete'y to pratiiie his ſickly Fane 
cy, juſtly ſufers the puniſhment, which ſeems 
| to bear. no pcoportion with the things he ſtole; 
the juſtice of the Puniſhment 1s founded in the 
Malefatarschcice: '4nd'{q we find itin thecaſe 
'before us, the Blefſing mt ft Curſe 45 Jaid'be- 
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fo e tht fenſual Man, Life 1fd Yearh'are'pro- 
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thole,, ways of ſpeak ing .and reckoning, and 
naming things, andall the Proverbual expre . 
ons then 10 uſe ; That in the ſubſtantial things 
of. thele Books, there hath been no as 
or. carruptian, for ſo many Ages together 3, and 
Fink af plain way of Writing uſed here; and 
Beat the ſame things often, doth bur argue 
hone ſi implicity, and want of gue, and UN» 
willingneſs ro impoſe upon the Worle, in thoſe 
ER have written theſe Books, and chat Sk 
ame paſlages recorded in ther, ſeer to.us 

Na ery and ncedleſs, as that of Jacob, 
Rec {and Leah, yet the, Sacred Writer mi 
have peculiar, and very weighty xraOns Ll 
and delign it'as an Allegory, to repel le 

r, Myſtery, as we Tee St. Paul af og 

pl ahem and Sara, and Hagar, Galat: 4. LF 
' Angjas Conſideration would chaſe : away Infir 
licy this nature, ſp the want. of /it,-we 
, makes Men. Sots, and. Beaſts, and, tal 
againſt things they underſtand, not, and. cavil at 
ag moſt Sacred, and full of Reaſon, and Ma- 

"This" is it, makes them break ' Jeſts, 
on ray lM which they ought to bow fo., and, 
{peak Rl th of - thoſe Myſteries,” which, re- 
quire an 
ON, 

"This 2dly, is the Reaſon, which makes the. 
ſenſual Man' queſtion another World. He con-/ 
fiders not,” what a Divine Angelica Spirit 1 IS. 
withih him, nog how im aprobable-j it is, t it the 


rational \patrof” ſelf (a thing ay 67 
11\.L 


z 


challenge their 'greareſt veneratf- | 


| 


Yo 
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'ſtin& from his Body, 'and which confifts not of 
matrer capable 'of corruption, and'can volun- 
tarily move itſelf, and think&Fvhich matrer can- 
not do.) ſhoul4 iperiſh as. the Beaſts 'of rhe 


| Hield; would he bit conſider how, this Noti- 
| @n'of an after-retribirion 'is ſpread all rhe fo- 


berer World over; . and though. all do not 
agree inthe manher of the'Souts furyiving, ſome 
being for Trinſmigrition, as Pyrhagoras, and 
the Brchmanes inthe Tzdtes, others for its aCt- 
ing in-an airy Vehicle, during the ſtate 'of Se- 
'paration, yet oft agree in this, Whatever 
doubrful exprefſions might drop from: Syrares, 
Senecs, and orhers, that it's fenſibte either of 
God's Love, or heavy Difpteaſtire, and its- na= 
thre. Thmortal ; And certainly . this "Notion 
muſt have a beginding $ ſomthing or other 
didoccifion it in Mens Minds3 the uſual Plea 
that Politicians did inven it, ro reſifggh Men 
from ſecret Villanies, which they aw. preſent 

puniſhments would not do,ſeerns to be ftrafge= = 
y impertinent; for not to mention; that there . 
was never any Hiſtory in the World; that we 

could bear of. that gave us an account of ſheh 
2 thing, or of the beginning ,of it, we eantiot 
ſuppoſe, that theſe PoliticiMis; if they Wets 
wile Men, and expedted toe the friijt of theif 
labours, would ever have adventur'd to plane 
this. Notion of a future Jidgtnent if Mens tins 
detſtandings, had not they eithet believed; atid 
been petſuaded, thit there Was'« poſſibility of | 


fach an after-retribution, afd that the Notion 


V 3 was 
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But if it were not ſo, that there is ſich a pus 
niſhment threatnedsin the G<ſpel, is beyond* 
diſpute. All the Evangeliſts, all the, Apoſtles" 
of our Lord, and what 1s more, our Lord him-. 
ſelf ſneak of it, and knowing rhe terrors of the' 
Lord, they warnevery Man. And his thteat-" 
ning, to be ſure, is not like the Ceremonial 
Law, which was but a ſhadow ofgthings to 
come, and fo fell of icſelf, when the ſubſtance 
avpeared. In this threatning there are no Types, 
and therefore we can look tor no abolition; - 
this is Cod*s peremprtory_ determination, this 
way he is unalterably refoiv'd ro proceed, and ' 
moit cert2inly God 4s nor a Man, that ſhGuld 
lie, or a Son of {.fan that he ſhould repent ;* 
His Word is en2aged, and the Honour of his 
Veracity corcer'', to ſee this threatning exe- 
cuties 5 yo-'s Gcd diſpenſe with it, it wou'd | 
follow, that Cod either did not know what 
he di:l, v-hen he mace ihis Sanction, or that he 
reverts of it as unjuſt, or that he did not fore- 
ſec the irconveniencies, which were like to'en- * 
ſve 1pcn the execution of this tchreatning, all 
which conſequences are monſtrouſly ablurd and. 
unreaicnabie, bet 
The terms anc conditions, upon which Eter- 
nal Salvation is < Ter*d, are fo reaſonable, and 
ſo juſt, 2a4, I may ſky, ſocaſie, that the wilful 
negleft of them deſerves no leſs, than laſs of the 
ercuc Salvation Gol o:ters : Ealie rheyare, molt 
certainiy, compared with the laborious ſervice . 
of the Devil, eafie to htm that 1s experline -p6 
tally acquainted with the love-of God, and 
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hath taſted the ſweetneſs of Communion with 
God ; eafie to him, that through long praftiſe 
hath made them natural to himſelf, made them 
part of his 'temper, -and rivered them into his 
very inclinations : Were the conditions God 
requires in order to everlaſting Bliſs, attended 
with unconquerable difficulties ; did God re- 

ire a thouſand Rivers of Oyl, or the Sacri- 

e of our Firſt-born, or dtagging the Cattel 
upon & thouſand Hills to his Altar ; did he re- 
quire us to wade through ſtinking Ditches full 
of Leeches, -and venemous Creatures, as the 
Enemy of Mankind is ſaid to adviſe ſome of 
the Indians 3 did he enjoyn us to ſuffer our- 
ſelves to be cruſh'd to death under. Chariot- 
wheels, as ſome of the Heathens of I»doſtan do, 
out of reſpett to their Idol Jagannerh ; indeed 
then, to neglect this promis'd felicity, would 
admitof ſome excuſe, rhe difficulty of the en- 
terpriſe would qualifiethe Crime, and the omiſ- 
lion be capable of ſome flight Apology. 

But when God requires no more but a pra- 
Qical Belief, and ſubmiſſion to thoſe Rules, His . 
Son came down from Heaven to teach us, the 
obſervance whereof advances our Temporal In- 
tereſt, as well as our Spiritual ; keeps us in 
health, and in good temper, makes.us- live 
quietly and contentedly, even in this 'preſenr 
World, where the duty is profit, and'obedience 
brings its preſcat reward witlr it, there ro flight 
an incorruptible Crown of 'Glory, common rea- 
ſon will tell us, that we juſtly loſe ir. :He-that 
will not accept of the greateſt Treaſure imagi- 
X.4 na- 
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of their Souls; , how they are.forc?d todrigh,” 
and {vear, to be ridof ir3*how they. muſtturn 


"Beaſts, to: uniman "themſelves, turn day ;into 


-night, and" night, into day, careſs: all ſorts: of, 


\Feimptations, make themſelves, Slaves 'to their 


[Luſtz, court :the viteſt of Mankind, ; ſeek out: 


-Jovial Soctety, run through a perfe& Diſcipline 


of Vice, are afraid to be alone, are ever -in a. 


"hurry, dare not make uſe of their REaſon , are 
"forC'd to bafiiſh all ſetious' Thoughts, fre Coti- 
' {trained toentertain all that's light and frothy, 
encourage themſelves. in nothing, but ſenſuali- 
ty, avoid-all fober and grave Diſcourſes, be al- 
ways in the noiſe 'of Drums and. Trumpets, . 
mean; in the noiſe of idle Tales, and. Divertiſe- 
"ments, 'damp'alt” the checks of their own;Con- 
ſeiences, | read Plays 'and Romances, and bulie 
themſelves about notbing but trifles;rhiags that 
 School-boys would be-aſhamet of,-and "all this 
to root 'aut this one” poor Notion of an Aﬀter- 
judgment; and yet when they havedpoe all this, 
debauch'd their virtuous Pl Inciples, ruig'd Na- 
ture, derliron'd their Reaſon, made themſelves 
greater: Slaves to the Devil poſſibly; than the 
Devi would have them to be, they cannot to- 
rally. baniſh' it, .it will. come again, and fright 
hems: and the Notian ſticks {o cloſe; is ſo ri- 
 veted-in: the :Soul, that "neither ' the Blood of 
'the Grapes, nor all the Frolicks and Merriments 
they'can-ebink of, nor all the Miſtreſſes, and 
mM 1n bag World, can WO hlor and 
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ob I: 
| Would.he: bur;confider all.nhis; ancafie mat-:* 
ter. would make;him;conclyde, df. there be:no + 
ſuch thing, .and : nothing: but rar Pra 
duces and: cauſes houſe needigls: ap ons 
of an Aﬀter-Judgmens 5 -Theo.. why hp 5p hard | 
| a mater, to cradicate.;rhis nogtiing? It's true, 
Superſtition. is as hard £0 get Out. gf the Bones, 
as. this--Notien, ; bit flnce 1t-is for this Notigg: 
fake,” that Metietnbrace Superſigzon, the que- 
ſign. may lawfully be asK'd. One would... 
think, if it ſands ſora C ypher, only, it ſhould 
be.no, hard matter to meravel Education ; for 
a Vice, I ſee, though. it became a ſecond Na- 
- ture, may be unlearnt by degrees but this No-+ 
tion of an After-Judgment, | pveh the ſinner -- 
may ſupprefs,and lmather ir for for ſome time, yet. 
'that it ſhould break out Again, of hen'the- - 
Wretch thinks he;bath conquetg ok; [oi 
turn with greater violence, nay, | 
ſtronger upon the Mind, By WW be bit 
Mary {triyes to put it out, as1 ot be 
denied, and would haye admitta a deſpight 
of all oppoſition, and mock-d: toi IIs Weapons: - 
that Nature, and the Wir of ah an uſcagainfi 
it. This ſure makes it more than probable, that 
it is a Plant, which God himſelf hath planted in: 
the Soul. | 
Richard the T hird cared for Religion as it- 
tle as any Man in the World could do, nay, ts: 
Marthrs Bloodſheds, Wrongs, [Injuries he digs. 
and- which were ſo familiar-to- him, ſhew, he: :| 
nenthep bei. another War, rior dreatled 1 
| . 10 «48-2 
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Sirmer-:miakes nothing of Eternal damnati6a 
while he lives 'here'5 the lofs of '50- or 100 /:- 


ſhall fright him'more than Everlaſting baniſh» 


ment from the'gracious Preſence of' Almighty 


God, whereby he tacitly confeſſes, thiat the Pu- '» 
niſhment is very ſlight and inconſiderable's and, - 


What wrong doth-God do him, 'in inflicting a 
Puniſhment uport him, which, by his own ac- 

knowledgment} 1s fo trivial and-ſo ſlight; that. 

hell ſooner endure it, than the loſs of a Friend -! 
or Relation ; nay, many times wiſhes for it'in'!? 
his common diſcourſe, as if it 'were ſome plet- 
{ure'to ſee Eternal Flames about his Ears 3' and " 


—_— this may be called inadvertency,' yer is' ' * 
it ſuc | 


an inadvertency, as wilt make the Sin- 
ner bluſh. one day, and clear the Almighty; ''' 
who'inilitts no more upon him, than a Flea» ' 
bite; for it' ſeethns he makes'no'more of it, either - 
in'his thoughts or expreſſions. | 
How ' ſoon would Confideration of ſuch 
Arguments, as theſe, undeceive the Worldly 
wretch, thattalks, he knows-not'what, when he- 
finds fault with God's dooming careleſs, wilful, - 
obſtinate Sinners; to unquenchable fire > But - 
1t*s'want of Conſideration, makes his Diſcourſe 
ſo:looſe, andiwanton, It's this makes him em« 
brace every little conjeCture about the ſhort- 
neſs 'of Hell torments, - before the ſolid Argu- 
ments, that evince an Erernity-of God's diſplea- * 
ſure againſt ſtubborn Sinners" Ir's this: makes+ 
him prefer a Mayibe, 'before' a Real known" 
Truth, and the Man-thiat imakes[port with F<"! 
ternal miſery, {hall be more acceptable compa- 
\ ny 
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ny'to him, than the graveſt,” and moſt" jadici-* 
ous'Divine, whoſe Reaſons he cannot anfwer: !: 
Alas ! did' the Drunkard; when he comes to 
himſelf again, Smite upon his Thigh,” and'ſay;: 
What have I done > How' odious is this ViceT 
indulge myſelf in ? How'like a Beaft'do 1 live 
How unworthy of that Reaſon which the wiſe 
Creator hath beſtowed 'upon me? How unwor-"' 
thy of thoſe Mercies I daily enjoy 7? How would? 
many of the' ſober 'Heathens have ſcorned 'a" 
Temptation to fuch a fn 2? What a —_— 
Creature would ſuch a Man as'Zezo, the Hea-" 
the Philoſopher, have taken me to be, ' had he 
ſeen me'fo diſorderd, ' who reproved Antigoniny' 
ſo ſharply' for' this exceſs? What follies arid”! 
extravagancies doth it involve me in ? How do * 
I proſtitute; and expoſe myſelf to thecontempr' 
and 'ſcorn'0f Men that know me > How can j 
hear the Apoſtle proteſt, that no Drunkard ſhall” 
enter into! the Kingdom of 'God, and go 'on ?” 
Will not God' take 'an account one day, and 
examine, how I have ſpent: my time, and can? 
I ſpend 'it worſe, than by exceeding irrational 
Creatures in ſenfuality > What brute, but'a 
$wine, would diſorder itſelf, as I do my Body > ' 
Whart can'l plead in excuſe of ſo foul a Crime ? 
Shall I plead Natural Inclioation, "when no- 
thing is a greater diſgrace tomy Nature tharr'! 
this fip ? Shall T fay, Tam tempred to it, whed 
my yielding ' to the Temptation © argues the ” 
greater'wedknels and pufillanimity 2 ShallI pre-- 
tend'cuſtotn, ' when Þ cannot” look upon the pi-'' 
Cture of a Drunken Man without deteſtation?”! 
And 
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it's.xxue,' thar-ſuch Men: have fickneſs, anddie, 
/yet thoſe are thifgs common-to- good and bad, 


- and can/be;thought' no. juſt differencing retris : 


butions. +Theſe that /make' it-their-bufineſs-to 


obſerve Gods: Laws, labour-to approve -them- 


: ſalves' his moft obedient -SubjeRts, and tis moſt 
. faithful Servants, -ordinarily- ſuffer great inju- 
: ries; are unjuſtly-arraign'd, « condemn'd,execu- 
"ted, :undetgo-tortures of ©cruel: mockings, -of 
| ſeourgings, of | bonds, . of 41mpriſonments, wit- 
neſs theSaints"of the three firſt-Centuries, win 
«with all their (triftneſs, and «circumſpettwalk- 
{1ng\with God, got: nothing. viſibly, but 'Gib- 
-bets,- and Gallows, and:Racks and Wheels, :and 
Flames ,-arid 'Tortures, -and 'Dungeons;; And 


j 


their Accuſers, or Judges, 'may be, haveall that 


'heart:canwiſh ;. their Eyes ſtand -out with fat- 


nels, i neither-are: they, plagued like other Men, 


-or if: they be: ſomtimes afitted, 'the affliction 
' is7notat all anſwerable: to: the! horridneſsof the 


crames:i they.commit. 

|! How.gently:do : many : of: theſe Monſters die 
upon their Beds, .no Lamp expires more ler 
ſurely,.than their breath, whileithe other, that 
meditates in : God's'Law,, .day-and night, dies 


with diſgrace and ſhame, or.is moſt barbaroufly 
murther'd, and butcher'd. (Can I look upon 


all: theie paſſages, and accurrences, andnot con- 


-Chade another: World ?. 1 muſt either con- 


(clude, ithere is;no Governor. of the World, or 


if there: be..one, that -Govennor will certainly 


find atime; ifnpt here, ver thereafter to mani- 


feſt 
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feſt kts Juſtice, to aiivked the Innocent; and: Ur 
Puniſh thoſe. thar bid defiance. to: Heaven: 4 
was therefore, rationally ſaid! of: Frederjct'thie- 
Emperour, hearing, that.a Nobleman, itonga: ' 
his Provinces,” a, Man, who had#« dt 26 
nothing, that his ſenſual Ap 

ved allhistime, fo tar as his Nature! Was: "able 
bear-it, in Glutron Drunkengefs, Gora 
Adultery, Oppreſſio 

mitted, ſevera] Murthers. too, and, 
been fick, and. diedat laſt thick Ling 
Years, hode i in; the World; of here lit 
<ly, lottly, without; an pal $4 if 


W 


Ny cher es kg 3y'n 
Wreich mult be puniſhed T” Om 
| Either Man 15 2, nobler, Greg 6. tak In: 
Beaſt, or, he is.not'; iFhe be pobural hs lils 
Realon, his. Speech, . his, Power, k 
Mindand to exarpingthe Naiue, fk x1 
Caulcs, and defigns.of all things, pag gn 
over all che Beaſts or the, Earth, fs. 
we muſt not affirm that of kim, W Fih i. fe | 
tainly,, declare. him.. more. miſerad Fd, ler 
Beaſts, whoſe Spirits go. d Waowar o5.. I&there . 
be no. other Worklon no, Jus Gnas . 
River rerriborions ; hy 1s. Loh fe: 7 
the .fear of it? This teariss thi 1M Tp ge” Ill 
ſequence, and. hath:ſo Brew, 2 an PIPFRE Ups 
Mens lives, that jag t AE heaped ing 
Creatures are. either. paſi 


it, they may Juſtly, be cal Np Reel i 
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Plagues, . which, wait upon. the offence j in, this 
Wor nor the terror, of at which, is to comy, 
can. di he Yr me, How etl may God pour 
Qu all th in of his wrath upon me ? Ho 
juſtly..may he p] Li me into the Red Sea of h 
In ignati leave me t9 the rage and ma- 
y ; of Ld wr whole voice and ſuggeſtions] 
0 
Ng Sot but Now thoſe ſparks of Reaſog, 
he Hah left, into ſuch con(i derations as theſ; 2) 
Haw horrid, fo nauſeous would: the $ Sin apy 
pear But any of Conteerarion males hio 
£ the Image 0 into the Image 0 
Gare BA. 2 A him drink away the Poors 
Rel nn and his « own Eſtate : This. makes him ; 4 
F, for he robs the Poor, and ſomtimes his 
pop Fam Rn mily, of that ſuſtenance. and ſupport, 
” owes them, as he is a Man,, and pretends to 
a Chriſtian 3 this is. it, makes him laugh, 
hes he ſhould wiſh for Rivers of Tears, and 
for a Fountain of Water, to deplore the ſadneſ 
of . his Coda here, and the more dreadful 
ſtate of his Soul hereafter. 
-. Did the Swearer but ſeriouſly conſider, what 
a fooliſh, weak, ſordid 2nd 1mpertinent thing it 
to mingle rofanations of God's Name, with 
is Speeches, he would ſoon't2ke pains to av 
it, andſet a mult upoa himſelf, for runnin 
on the ſame Rock again. W ould he but t 
Good God! How irrationally do I a@ ! If [ 6% 
lieve there. is aCod, What can I fancy that God 
'to-be2. Sure I muſt fancy 191 tobe ſuch 7 2 Deity 


asthe Heathen worſhi; P's, one Deaf,zn!! Dumb, 
and 


' ingwhat he thinks, but i m {weari 


1) 8 di Wo 


and Blind, a D ity 0 BraG or Stone, t! 
ourely ph withaE: wrt hat'snot atall j 
vr and Gl lory, and can fit 
te we affront that Tn 31h 
thejtieqneſt6fm Serva uſe of ai name 
ine Akin, Ei courſe, i in Lad | 
4nd W tiſhor þ 


-take it very iffat Ks iands';” 
(think; God wi endure thar'fe6ng 


Aﬀd,i*Fi1 


+voald' not allow in NO r Yale: 
_ tuft conft CER 5-bai 


LOT v'Sin eh Whit robs 


ills from: the. rh Sp ie 6 


;  ron}the FEY 41-49 whetdhisap te ;tha 


vetony tags 'his C619; *n y a 
his/Money, 'as*to his Gnt; RET 
Sow hn 1 rt [bites and rhe Meow XUkio 


in 
0% or Os Pk] Ve Erle = 
can make' Friends, 
ork Car Bi nb the tron gelt Bars, 8 


admiſſion into Company " Be CEE 
&c. ' Thediſſembler Ne _ quan 


-dit;arid Re won my Forthe 
; : of can rn 


no proſpeCt of advantage, .and | Baſt only a&. 
the Devil, love'Sin for Sins ſake ; Fornication 


'and Adulter & pretend. ſonepleaſure; 'bue 
' this 1 duhery (9a 2h, Sfaaritia! ; the grea teſt Nt 
"ſters bf pleaſures never reckon'd this fi in, as an | 


IUTD {1 We # 
ML is as go Feds {09 E /, x 


3 inflead' br Woving mn 
'cme, ; iaht both my a 


2BÞ: 
3 CLARK 


;and.iny. furure-{ iles, and noelfnd go ; 


Fogpaonat, = "no A er”, ; FOup 
lits5,continue an ; way he hath, 
'&u0- 716g KY; ld Lufts,:and 


pF] 


thy. ty.cag,inveny, op i 
Fi ET Ti Rt 6 F 


ternal, pain. or.lo! 
3-canſider'd, that: t 


, Cannot. ſufficiengly 


1 God, ought to be. 1, rk upon;, 45-4 
8.9 


aft er.dath 


o 
»: - 


4nd. Excellency. 


ade gras age | 


the. horror. tha ryienels of it ;:and - 


f infioite., Love. and.;Benignit torts 
vhat-a | h be make 


.Gog,, for al 166i a nai wil 
.Hinhers to. Eteroal: miſery, gives, thembux vue thee c 


fi choice. and..if that. old: Ss 


alents. :vop;fib; injeria, To him phiÞs 3 bo [948 


becdope #0-47j11y3 God-certainly' cannot he'aczc- 


C 
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1 of cuſed of cruelty, for he gives the ſtubborn fin- 


ner but that, which he did deliberately pitch 
upon, and affected ; and though no man doth 


ordinarily. chuſe puniſhment,” much leſs evers 


laſting calamity, for its own ſelf ; yet as long 
as they do, with vehement affeCtion,” lohg af-" 
ter that, which hath this calamity inſeparably 
annext, we juſtly ſuppoſe that they agree to. 
ſuffer the calamity, as well as to enjoy the 
thingy, which is the others inſeparable compas 
nion. He that is certain, that the ſmell of ſuch 
an-Herb, or Flower, is poiſonous, ahd will kill 
him ; if notwithſtanding this convittion, he 
will ſmell to it, it's apparent that he makes 
choice of his death and ruin ; and though ir 
may be replied, That while the Sinner doth fo, 
he 15 no better than diſtrated ; and who will 
puniſh a Mad-man for affranting him 2. Yet it is 
ſuch a madneſs, as he may eafily cure himfelf 
of, if he be not unwilling ; and the Madaels is 
the more inexcuſable, becauſe Reaſort 1s wilfully 
ſelf mad, than is ſo. | | 

| There is not a Sinner, that lives under the 
Goſpel, but he muſt know, that he who doth 
not praCtically believe the Goſpel, or, which'is 
all one, lives in wilful contempt-of the.Laws 
of the-Goſpel, ſhall certainly be datnn'd*;. for 
the Goſpel is fo full of: theſe rhreatnings, that 
he that doth but corne ro any place, where 
this word of life is preach'd; if he'be not deaf, 
mult neceſſarily bear it ;. nay, if he*wilt but 


turned out of doors, and he rather feignes hims 


' This being, known by all, that have uy rea- 
c 


can I think, but that the vain man is in love 
with-his own Eternal deſtruftion ? 

In love with it ? So one would think, that 
ſees him drive to everlaſting death, as furiouſly 
as Jehu did to Jezreel, and make more haſte to 
invade the Gates of Hell, than Elijah, for all 
his flery Chariot, did, to get to Heaven. - The 
Man that runs through Swords and Daggers, 
breaks down Walls and Fences, poiſ6ns the 
Principles of Sobriety, Providence hath lodg*d 
in his breaſt, ſtrangles the kind ſuggeſtions of 
tis own Conſcience, cracks the bolts and bars 
of a virtuous Education, ſeeks out Dengits 

an 
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and: precipitates himſelf into them, and with 
the noiſe of his. Riod, ſtrives to overcome the 
calls of the Holy Ghoſt within, dehies all pre- 
ſont convictions, difregards the groans, and 
cries, and tears, and wounds of a crucified Sa» 
viour, that would keep him from, being un- 
done ; vanquiſhes God's methods to catch him. 
mto repentance ; breaks through all the pro- 
hibirions of the Goſpel, through Vows, and 
Promiſes, and. Sacraments, and moſt ſolema. 
Engagements ; charges all the threatnings of 
a jealous God, and fights his way through Rocks 
of oppolitions, and all to get to Hell and Dam- 
nation, ſure makes that his choice ; and if ſo, 
God doth him no injury, 1n giving him his own 
hearts deſire. 

A Sheep or a Horle, certainly, can never 
counter-ballance the life of a Man, How ſhould 
kt, when Man is worth more than a World, 
and-all things are put under his feet, all Sheep 
and Oxen, and the Beaſts of the field, the 
Fowls of the Air, and the Fiſh of the Sea, and 
whatſoever paſſes through the paths of the 
Sea ? Yet he that knows he ſhall be hanged if 
he ſteal either, and will, in deſpight of the pe- 
nalty, venture, mere!y to gratihe his ſickly Fan- 
cy, juſtly fufkers the puniſhment, which ſeems 
to bear no proportion with the things he ſtole ;- 
the juſtice of the Puniſhment is founded in the 
Malefattors choice. And ſo we find it in thecaſe 
before us, the Bleffing and the Curle is laid be-. 
fore the ſenſual Man, Life and dcath are pro- 
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poſed to him, he's put to his choice which. of 
theſe he'l have ; he treely and. wilfully choo- 
ſes Death, and the Curſes, maugre all that God, 
or his Angels, or his Miniſters can ſay tothe con- 
trary ; and it's but juſt, ſince he thus fights a- 
gainſt God, and ſeems reſolved to. croſs all 
God's Endeavours to purifie and turn him, and. 
will have his wrath and indignation, and ſcorns 
his Mercy ; God ſhould let him have that Fire 
and Brimſtone, which is the portion of the <in- 
ner's Cup, and which he 1s ſo very greedy at- 
ter, as it he were afraid he ſhould never be ſo 
happy, as to obtain or be maſter of it. 

Indeed, the more I think of it, the more I 
find, that it is not God ſo much that condemns 
him to Eternal Miſery, as the Sinner himſelf, 
"Tis he that's thus barbarous to his own Soul, 
and adjudges himſelf to that worm which dies 
not. He kiſſes that conſuming Fire, as if it were 
the Light of God's countenance, and leems to 
envy the Devils their unhappineſs, he doth ſo 
long to be a {harer of it. He ſzatches Damna- 
tion out of the hands of God's :Juſtice, and 
while God offers to keep it from. him, makes a 
long Arm to reach it. 

God, alas ! doth what he can to ſave him, 
his bowels yearn over him, 2nd nothing would 
pleaſe him more, than to lee his penitential 
Tears. He is ready, with the good Father, 
Luke 15. 20. to run, and to have compaſhon 
on-him, as ſoon as he doth but relfolve. io leave! 
the Kingdom of Darkneſs ; even that God; air) 

| woul 
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. would. have all Men to be ſav'd, and come to - 


the knowledge of the truth : He waits to be 
gracious, and juſtly expects, that the Vineyard, 
on which he hath beſtowed great coſt and 
pains, ſhould bring forth Grapes. He doth 
not afflit the Children of men willingly, he 


' delights,not in their Tortures, he dehorts and 
diſcourages them from being acceſſory to their 


own Ruan; . He profeſles, that in all their aMicti- 
on he is.aMicted, and that when he doth aflicdt + 
them, it 1s. becauſe-there is no likely way be- 
ſides. to. bring them, to. a ſenſe of their. Duty. 
He gives them time and ſpace torepent, he ca- 


. reſſes them with his. Heaven ; he can do no leſs 


in juſtice, . than. prepare a Hell for the ſtubborn 
offender, . this is the only way to; vindicate the 
honour of his Law.;z but then he would have 
him ſhun that T opher, and walk in the way that 
leads to life, and promuſes him to rejoyce over 
his repentance, and to crown his ſerious endea- 
vours with all that's rich and glorious. All the 
Mercies, AffiCtions, Judgments, Providences he 
ſends upon him, are todiſſuade him from walk- 
ing in the way to deſtruction ; he wooes the 
proud Creature to his dying day, and ſtands 
between him and eternal anguiih, while the 
Wretch ſaucily thruſts the Eternal God away, 
and will ſtorm the fatal Gate ; God would hold 
him, but he breaks looſe from him, and flings 
himſelf into the Devils arms; and then ſure ir 
1s not God {o much that condemns him to ever« 


. laſting horror and anguiſh, as himſelf. 


9 But 
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But if it were notſo, that there is ſuch a/pu- 
niſhment threatned in the Goſpel, is beyond 
diſpute, All the Evangeliſts, all the Apoſtles 
of our Lord, and what 1s more, our Lord him- 
ſelf ſpeak of it, and knowing the terrorsof the 
Lord, they warn every Man. And 'his threat- 
ning, to be ſure, is not like the Ceremonial 
Law, which was but a ſhadow of things to 
come, and fo fell of itſelf, when the {ubſRance 
appeared. In this threatning there ate-no Types, 
and therefore we can took for no abolition ; 
this is God's peremptory determination, this 
way he is'uralterably relolv'd to proceed, and 
moſt certainly God is not a Man, that thould 
lie, or .a Son of Man that, he ſhould repent ; 
His Word is engaged, andthe Honour of his 
Veracity concern'd, to ſee this threatning exe- 
cuted 3 ſhould God diſpenfe with "it, ir would 
follow, that God either did not 'know what 
he did, when he made this Sandton, orthathe 
repents of it as unjuſt, or that he d1d not fore- 
ſee the inconveniencies, which were like to en- 
ſue upon the execution of this threatning, all 
which conſequences are monſtrouſly abfurd and 
_ unreaſonable. 

The terms and conditions, npon which'Eter- 
nal Salvation 1s offer*d, are ſo reaſonable, and 
ſo juſt, and, I may ſay, ſocafte, thatithe wilful 
neglett of them deſerves no leſs, than loſs of the 
great Salvation Gad offers : Faſie they are, moſt 
certainly, compared with the laborious ſervice 
of. the Devil, eaſie to him that rs-experimen- 


tally acquainted with the love of God, and 
hath 
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hath taſted the ſweetneſs of Communion with 
God ; caflie to him, that through long praftiſe 
hath made them natural to himſelf, made them 
part of his temper, and rivered them into his 
very inclinations : Were the conditions God 
' requires, in order to everlaſting Bliſs, attended 
with unconquerable difficulties ; did God re- 

vire a thouſand Rivers of Oyl, or the Sacri- 
Ke of our Firſt-born, or dragging the Cattel 
upon a thouſand Hills to his Altar ; did he re- 
quire us to wade through finking Ditches full 
of Leeches, and venemous Creatures, as the 
Enemy of Mankind is ſaid to adviſe ſome of 
the Indians 3 did he enjoyn us to ſuffer our- 
ſelves to be cruſh'd to death under Chariot- 
wheels, as ſome of the Heathens of 4zdoſtax do, 
out of reſpect to their Idol Jagannarh ; indeed 
then, to negleCt this promis'd felicity, would 
admitof ſome excuſe, the difficulty of the en- 
terpriſe would qualifie,the Crume, and the omil- 
ſion be capable of ſome flight Apology. 

But when God: requires no more but a pra- 
ical Belief, and ſubmiſſion to thoſe Rules, His 
Son came down from Heaven to teach us, the 
obſervance whereof advances our Temporal In- 
tereſt, as well as our Spiritual ; keeps us in 
health, and in good temper, makes us live 
quietly and contentedly, even: 1n this preſent 
World, where the duty is profit, and obedience 
brings its preſent reward with it, there to flight 
anincorruptible Crown of Glory, common rea- 
ſon will tell us, that we juſtly loſe it. He that 
will not accept of the greateſt Treaſure imagi- 
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nable, if he may have it but for asking 3 we 
ourſelves confeſs. it's pity he ſhould ever enjoy 
it 5 and then, when nothing but good Man- 
ners are required, no death, but that of our 
Extravagancies, no ſlaying of Beaſts, except it 
be our luſts, no offering, but the Calves of our 
lips, no Sacrifice, but that of Prayer and Thankſ- 
g1ving,and ſelf-reſignation 1s all the trouble,God 
_ defires us to be at, in order to endleſs Felicity z 
the condition being ſo facile, ſo equitable, we 
cannot, if we ourſelves were to be the Judges, 
þurt acknowledge, that we delerve never to 
poſſeſs it, if we deſpiſe or negleCt ſo reaſonable 
a condition. 

The high quality of the perſon offended, 
' certainly, makes a fault the greater ; he that 
kills a King, commits a greater crime, than he 
that kills a Peaſant ; and if the Dignity of the 
perſon injur'd aggravates the Sin, 1t may juſtly 
aggravate the guilt -and puniſhment too. And 
| therefore he that hath affroiited his Prince and 
Sovereign, deſerves to lic in Goal longer than 
he that hath wrong'd his equal or inferior ; and, 
conſequently, he that offends, and wilfully, 
without need, and malicioufly, and for many 
, years, and 1n deſpight of all the Courtſhip of 
God's Miniſters to leave of, oTends an Infinite, 
| Erernal, Incomprehenſible God z Why ſhould 
not the offence amount to a demerit of Infinite 
and Erernal puniſhments ? Certain it is, that the 
obſtinare £11ner ſlights an Eternal Redemptian, 
_ and had he liv'd for ever, he would, 'without 
all peradventure, have finn'd -for ever z and 
35/129 LM IESE =” 


fince the Man that would have committed 
Treaſon, is deſervedly Executed for Treaſon? 

why ſhould not he ſuffer Eternally, who, if h 

had liv'd here to all Erernity,. would have af: 
fronted God, and abuſed: him to all Eternity > 
The more I refle&' on the nature of Sin, the 
more dreadful it appears to me. Beheld with 4 
careleſs eye, it appears to be only an infirmity 
of Nature, a flight wound of the Soul, a ſmall 
crack in that tranſparent glaſs: But raking a 
view of its boldneſs, ſaucineſs, and infolence, F 
find how it threatens Heaven : If I think-of 
God's Wiſdom, I ſee how Sin controuls that, as 
if God: had made very fooliſh Laws to goverts 
Mankind by : If T ruminate on God's Power, T 
ſee how fin mocks that, as if all his threatnings 
were but Bugbears, ' and God did threaten more 
than he could perform : If I caſt my eye upon 
God's Truth, and Veracity, I ſee how fin would 
make him a Liar, changeable, unfaithful; incon- 
ſtant to himſelf: IfT take a view of his juſtice, 
I ſe how fin would daſh and aboliſh it ; for 
in that it makes the Sinner hope for impunity, 
when he hath aftronted his Maker, as much 
as he can, what doth it, but enervate God's 
Righteouſneſs, ſhake off God's Government, 
and prompt the Sinner to reliſt, and fight with 
him, whoſe Eyes are like flames of Fire, and 
whoſe Feet are as Braſs glowing in a Furnace ; 
and that ſuch a continual contempt of the Al- 
mighty, ſhould juſtly, and deſervedly, pull 
down perpetual torments, 1s a thing not at all 
contrary to reaſon ; Nay, tor ought I = the 
| | | 1nner 
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Sinner makes nothing of Eternal damnation 
while he lives here 3 the loſs of 50 or 1004 
ſhall fright him more than Everlaſting baniſh- 
ment from the gracious Preſence of Almighty 
God, whereby he tacitly confeſſes, that the Pu- 
niſhment is very ſlight.and inconſiderable 5 and, 


What wrong doth-God do him, in inflifting a ' 


Puniſhment upon him, which, by his own ac- 
knowledgment, 1s fo trivial and fo ſlight, that 
he'll ſooner endure it, than the loſs of a Friend 
or Relation ; may, many times wiſhes for it in 
hiscommon diſcourſe, as if it were:ſome plea» 
ſure to ſee Eternal Flames about his Ears 3 and 
though this may be called 1gadvertency, yet is 
it ſuch an inadyertency, as will make the Sin- 
ner bluſh one' day, and glear the Almighty, 
who -inflicts go more upon hun, than a Flea» 
bne, for it ſeems:he makesno more of it, either 
in his thoughts or exprefſions. 


. How ſoon would Conſideration of ſuch . 


Arguments, as theſe, undegeive the Worldly 
wretch,thattalks, he knows not what, whenhe 
finds fault with God's dooming careleſs, wilful, 
obſtznate Sinners, to unquenchable fire > But 
it's want-of Confideration, makes his Diſcourſe 
ſo looſe, and wanton. It's:this makes him em- 
brace every little conje&ure about the ſhort- 
neſs of Hell torments, before the ſolid Argu- 
ments, that evince an Eternity.of God's diſplea- 
{ure againſt {tubborn Sinners : It's this makes 
him prefer a May-be, betfqre a Real knowa 
Truth, and the Man that makes ſpore with E- 
ternal miſery, ſhall be more acceptable compa- 
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ny to tim, than-the grave, 'and moſt judigi- 
ous Divine, wholeiReaſons he-cannopt-anſwer. 
Alas! did yoann hp ee 
himſetfragam, Smite wpon his Thigh, and! 
Whattmave 1 done 2: How odioys-3s this Vice 
indulge myſelf .in ? How like'a Beait do Live? 


Creator hath beſtowed upon me? How unwor- 
thy of thoſe Mercies I daily enjoy 2 How would 
many of the ſober 'Heathens have {corned a 
Temptation to fuch a fin ? What a ftraqge 
Creature would-\uch a Man as 4ezo; the-Hea- 
then Philoſopher, havetaken me to-be, had he 


' ken meſo diforder'd, who reproved Antigomgs 


ſo fharply for this exceſs .? What follies and 
extravagancies doth it 4nvolve-meiin ? How.do 
I proſtitute, and'expole myſelf to.the contempt 
and foorn of Men that know me 2? -How.can:I 
hearthe Apoſtle proteſt, that.no-Prunkard ſhall 
enter into "the Kingdom*of God, and -g0 on ! 
Will not God take an account one. day, and 
examine, how I have ſpent my time, 'and aan 
I ſpend it worſe, than by exceeding irrational 
-Creatures in ſenſuality 2 What brute, but-,a 
Swine, would diſorder it{elf, as I do'my Bady,? 
What can I plead in excuſe of 1o foul.a-Crime ? - 
Shall T plead Natural Inclination, when ng» 
thing is a greater diſgrace to-my Nature than 
this/ſin'? Shall T fay, I am tempted to it, when 
my yielding to the Temptation argues the 
greater weakneſs and pulillanimity? Shall I pre-, 
rend.cuftom, when I cannot look upon'the pi- 
Cure of a 'Drunken Man without ao 
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"And can I aCt'that folly, which I cannot but 
abbor in Portraiture ? - How ridiculous ' does 
'even my drunken Companion ſeem to me, if 
«either Sickneſs, or ſome other Accident, hath 
ifor a certain time kept' me ſober 2 To. ſee/h 
* Creature endow'd with a Soul; which Devils 
2envy, transformed into a ſtrange ſpeQacle; þ 
"Mad-man rather than a Chriſtian 3 his Fa& 
Pale, his Eyes ſwell'd, his Body reeling, lis 
2 Mouth railing, ſlandering and abuſing; both 
-God and his Neighbour 3 his Reſolutions: da: 
- perate, his Intentions evil, his ſenſual Appetite 
: lawleſs and ungovernable ; . his Deſires laſct 
tyious and unclean, his Actions diſorderly, :&. 
To ſee ſo diſmal a ſight makes me adniire, when 
my Reaſon is clear, how its poſſible for Men to 
be'fo wicked and fooliſh, and yet do wiltfully 
«fall intorthat, the odiouſneſs whereof moves my 
' Anger and my Wonder ? How far greater.1s 
: the Glory of. the Rechabires, than of the Sodge 
"mites? 'And had not I better be commended 
with the abſtemious Demoſthenes , Drocles, Po 
lemon, and the Carthaginians of old, than' re- 
- proached with the looſe and intemperate Ayz4- 
' creow, Melanthion, Heraclides, Tiberius, and ſuch 
- Monſters of Mankind, who valued themſelves 
' upon their exceſlive Draughts, and rejoyc'd in 
"Drink more, than in the moſt virtuous qualih- 
cations ? Is this renouncing the Devil and all 
his works, as I vow'd to do in Baptiſm 2? Is 
this adorning the Goſpel of my Saviour, as my 
' profeſſion requires ? It I fear not Hell-fire, Why 
do not I fear impoveriſhing of myſelf and Fa- 


mily ? | 
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mily 2: How do I- diſpoſe myſelf for. all: man- 
ner. of fin, by this enormity ? What crime is 
there that I am not fit for, when my Reaſon, is 
overwhelmed with Drink 2 How do Iembezel 
the Gifts of God, when I abuſe his Creatures. 
thus > How dol pervert the end of God's Boun« 
ty, when I make that to ruin. and deſtroy my 
Nature, which was intended to preſerve it £ 
What difficulty 'is there in leaving ſo groſs a 
vice,” which threatens ſo much, miſchief and 
miſery ? Need people be exhorted to provide 
for their own ſafety 2 Need they advice or 
counſel to do: good; to themſelves 2 Is it ſuch a 
pleaſure to make a Pond of my Body ? Is it ſuch 
a pleaſure to be laught at by all Men that main- 
tain Sobriety ? What hurt hath God ever done 
me, that I ſhould thus wilfully affront him ? 
How ſoon might I vanquiſh this Sin, if T would 
in good earneſt reſolve to be allur'd by my, old 


| Companions no more 2 And why ſhould they 


be dearer to me, than my God, my Soul, and 
a good Conſcience > Will theſe Companions. 
ſave me, when TI come todie ? Will it not be far 
more comfortable to have none of this load to 
burthen and oppreſs my Soul ? What if God. 
ſhould ſtrike me dead ina drunken fit ? Doth:- 
not Dzves, his calling for a drop of water to cool: 
his burning Tongue, affright me 2 How do [ 
prepare for Diſeaſes by this Vice? and if there, 
were no Hell,no Judgment to come, Hov ſhould, 
the Diſaſters, which attend this fin, diſcourage; 
me 2 What if I ſhould drop down in ſuch: a po- 


{ture, and awake in Hell ? Lord ! if neither the 
: Plagues, 
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Planes, which wait upon the: offence in this 
World; nor the terror of that which is to come, 
can diffuade me, How juſtly may Ged- pour 
ontall rhe Vials of his wrath upon me 9 How 
juſtly may he plunge me into the Red Sez of his 
Indignation, and leave me to the rage and ma- 
lice of that Devil, whoſe voice and ſuggeſtions I 
do now obey. 

Did the Sot but blow thoſe ſparks of Reaſon, 
he hath left, into ſuch conſiderations as theſe, 
How horrid, how nauſeous would the Sin ap- 
pear ? But want of Conſideration makes him 
transform the Image of God, into the Image of 
a Beaft, and makes him drink away the Poors 
Relief and his own Eftate : This makes him a 


Thief, for he robs the Poor, and ſomtimes his 


own Family, of that ſuſtenance and ſupport, 
he owes them, as he is a Man, and pretends ts 
be a Chriſtian 3 this is it makes him laugh, 
when he ſhould wiſh for Rivers of Tears, and 
for a Fountain of Water, to deplore the ſadneſs 
of his Condition here, and the more dreadful 
ſtate of his Soul hereafter. 

Did the Swearer but ſeriouſly confider, what 
a fooliſh, weak, ſordid and impertinent thing it 
1s, to mingle profanations of God's Name, with 
his Speeches, he would ſoon take pains to avoid 
it, and ſet a mul& upon himſelf, for running up- 
on the fame Rock again. Would he but think, 
Good God! How irrationally do I a& ! Tf Þ be- 
lieve there is a'God, What can I fancy that God 
tobe? Sure I muſt fancy him tobe ſuch a Deity 
asthe Heathen worſhipp'd, one Deaf,and Dumb, 


and _ 
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and Blind, a Deity'of Braſs or Stone, that Fcan 
ſecurely 71 Aetwrrry ;a Deity, that*s not atalljea- 
lous of his Honour and Glory, and'can fit dowry 
under every affront that's put upon him z ſhould} 
the meaneſt of my Servants make uſe of my name: 
in every trifling diſcourſe, in every fooliſh ſtory, 
and whenever he is pettiſh or peeviſh, I ſhould 
take it very ill at his hands ; and why ſhould'T 
think, God will endure that from me, which F 
would not allow in my Foot-Boy, or Yaler de 
chambre £ T muſt confeſs, there is no bait, nv 
temptation to this Sin : He that robs upon the 
high-way, is tempted by an apparent profit ;' 
The Pirate hath a rich prize in hiseye, The Ship, 
that comes laden with Spices from the Eft, with 
Silks from the Levant, with precions Drugs 
from the [zazes, whets his appetite ; that the Co 
vetous hugs his Gold, and pays Adoration to' 
his Money, as to his Saint, That he beholds the 
Sun when it ſhines,and the Moon walking in bright- 
eſs, no marvel, for he ſees it hath a kind of 
Almighty power, can make Foes Friends, un» 
lock Gates, break the ſtrongeſt Bars, give him 
admiſſion into company of the higheſt quality, 
&c. Thedifſembler hopes he may ſave his Cre- 
dit, and Reputation, and Forrune, by nor ſpeak- 
ing what he thinks, but in ſwearing, I can have 
no proſpeCt of advantage, and I mult only a@ 
the Devil, love Sin for Sins fake ; Fornication- 
and Adultery, do yet pretend ſome pleaſure, but 
this I cannot do in Swearing ; the greateſt Ma- 


ſters of pleaſures never reckon'd this fin, as an 
ingre- 
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ingredient of carnal fatisfaftion, and though 


there is no real neceſſity for any Sin, yet tor 
thisIcan pretend no neceſflity at all ; Le# them be 
aſhamed, ſaith the Prophet, which tranſereſs with. 
out cauſe, Pal. 25. 3. not that any Man, who 
fins, hath a juſt cauſe for finning, but ſome Sins, 
even in the Devils judgment, Men have noappa- 
rent cauſe for them, for they ſin without tempta- 
tion,and ſuch a Sinis {wearing ; were a knife ſet 
to my Throat, were my life in danger, werel to 
die preſently upon the ſpot, if I did not ſwear, 
I might have ſome colour of argument for it, 
but when there is nothing compels me to it, 
but my own wilfulneſs, I deſerve no pity, no 
compaſſion, if God laſhes me with the ſevereſt 
Thunders. There is no Sin that's more in my 
power to avoid than this, the moſt barbarous 
Heathen can ſhun it, and ſhall I pretend impol- 
ſibility ? I ſee it engages me to very great un- 
Civility, I cannot but offend all ſober company 
by it, they muſt needs be uneaſie in my :ſocie- 
ty, and to hear God abus'd, and how ill I do 
wiſh to my own Soul, cannot but grate upon a 
\ heart, that hath any ſenſe of Religion or Ho-» 
neſty ; nor do I ſee, that people believe me any 
whit the more for {wearing, but I render myſelf 
ridiculous, and make people think me diſhoneſt, 

rfdious, and treacherous, who make lo little 
conſcience of what I ſay : How can any Man truſt 
me, that hears me abuſe the beſt, and deareſt 
friend Thave ; or, What credit can any Man give 
to me, that ſees me ſo treacherous to God, to 


whom I owe all I have ? How ſhall any man be 
T {ures 


” 
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fure ;, that Tam honeſt, that ſees me deal fo dif- 


iogenuouſly with. him, who gives me my Meat 
in due-ſeaſon ? How can any Man believe, tha® 
I will be faithful to him, that cannot be faith- 
ful tohim, who hath laid the greateſt obligations 
npon me? Have [no other way to prove myſelf 
a Gentleman, but by this ſordid courſe 2 Is this 
it,that will bring reputation tomy Family?Is this 
it, that muſt give me credit among perſons of 
my own rank ?Cannot I be a Cavalier, except I 
am uncivil to my God? Muſt I buy the favour 
of Men at ſo dear a rate ? Is it worth no leſs than 
the diſpleaſure of him, who fills Heaven and 
Earth with his Preſence? Canthere be greater 
ingratitude in the World, than I am guilty of 
by this Sin ? the Air I breathe in,the Earth Itread 
upon, the Ground which nouriſhes me, the Fire 
that warms me, are all the Gift of God; and, 
is this the return I make, to take his Name in 
vain, that ſupports and maintains me? Do I 
make nothing of God's threatnings* How of= 
ten doth he manifeſt his diſpleaſure againſt this 
fin in his Word! and can I think, Iam not con« 
cern'd in the commination? What hopecanT have 
that Chriſt's Blood will fave me, when I ſwear 
it away; and thruſt it from me with both Arms ? 
How juſtly may God damn me, that. do ſo of- 
ten wiſh for it ! and is thereany thing in nature ſo 
barbarous to it ſelf, as I am, in praying to God, 
as it were, to deliver me up into the clutches 
of the Devil? No Devil would wiſh himſelf ſo 
Hl, as Ido my own Soul, and is there in 


11 the inhumanity and horror of the Sin, t@, 
Ive 'Y cous 
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diſcourage and terrifle: me from it 2 Nay,: Ido 
hereby teach others to fin, inſtruct thoſe that 
hear me, to follow my 'example, :I: do ſow fin, 
and ſpread the Contagion, infeft my -Neighbor, 
give an 111 example to others, and 15 this agree« 
able to the character of a' Chriſtian that 1s to 
walk in Wiſdom toward them, that are with 
out, and to give no occaſion tothe adverſary to 
ſpeak reproachfully ? | 
Did the Swearer but ruminate on theſe dif 
ſuafive Arguments, how would it cool his cou« 
rage / ButnegleCting that, he neglects his refto- 
rative, and ſpeaks,as 1t he would be revenged on 
his Maker for giving him a Tongue. | 
How ſoon would the bladder of Pride break, 
did the proud Man but conſider that he is duſt, 
and what a wretched ſinful Creature he is, and 
how mych worſe than other Men,and how much 
he forgets the Humihation of the Son-of God, 
who, being in the Form of God, thought it no 
robbery to be equal with God, but made him-« 
ſelf of no reputation, becoming obedient to the 
death of the Croſsz how odious this lofty:Spiri 
151n the ſight of God, how amiable Humility 
| i deteſts the one, and. embraces the 
other; how Pride keeps out the Operations and 
Influences of God's Spirit, and kow: the' Holy 
Ghoſt refuſes to come and lodge. in that Souly 
which ſwells with vain conceits of its own 
worth; how Pride keeps hima ſtrangerto him- 
RIF, how tt makes his Neighbor hate him, raiſes 
Hite njes, and ales im an objott of Gone 
eg arid "ſoorny How all-che. Gitrs, and Bleſs 
<7: rs {þ 
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185; 2nd -Priviledges he enjoys, are but the ef- 
fects of Gatt's Charity 3; how'the ſtately, Fabrick 
which hjsSoul doth animate, muſt. thortly re- 
turn to the Earth,from which it was takenz-what 
condefcenſion God uſes - towards hinz;z how 
God, wks Commands Heaven and Earth, be- 
comes-an: humble Suitor to his Creatures,. and, 
inſtead;of eanfuring,. courts them rv yield ro 
his Requeſts; and Injunftions'; how Noble'and 

egerous:1t 15-to imitate him, who is Eternally 

appyinhimfelf.. 0 my God! can TI look upon 
the great .cxample of thy Condeſcenſion, and 
{well into contempt of athers ! Can I ſee Heas 
ven bow to-duſt and aſhes, and ſuperciliouſly 
fcornlittn; hat ſtands an even ground with me ? 
What have T,chtat I have not received, why then 
ſhould I-boaſt, as if I had not received it? O 
God ! I:fgeithee content to be born ina Stable, 
to liexna Manger, to be cloath'd with Rags,and 
tofubmat tothe hatdeſt uſage; Am I thy Servant, 
and do-T refiafs/ to. tranfcribe'thy lowlineſs on 
my Mind,” and:Behaviour ? Hell is the Kingdom 
of Pride; and {hall I become a Subje&- of that 
Empire2: Shall I make Lucifer my Teacher? or, 
Shall thoſe Spirits, wha watch' my ruine, be my 
Futors2 Can I'ſee. my God approach my'Soul 
in ar humble' poſture, ard -look high? Can TI 
lee the beft ot Beings lay by his Grandeur; to 
converſe with creaturesinfinitely below him,and 
be-loathrtomdke my!Feldw4Chraftians;' thgtarg 
ofa lowerrank,: my: Companions > Alas {what 
i51tthit Lboaſt of?-W hat:is it that putts wp my 
Mind+ $hallia Cloud, 2 Vapout, adndnef:the 
all | S.M Bucker, | 
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bucket, a Graſhopper, a Worm, grow into lofty 
conceitsof his own Dignity ? a wretched ſinner, 
who hath deſerved to be eternally miſerable, 
and muſt own it,asa ſingular charafer of God's 
compaſſion, that he hath not long ago aſſigned 
me my portion in the Regions of Torment? 
Can a few rich Cloaths make me a better Man 
than my Neighbour ? Let Providence ſtrip us 
both naked, and will it not appear, that we 
have the ſame fleſh and blood about us? Be- 
cauſe I have more bags of Money in my Cof- 
fer than another, am I therefore a wiſer Mari 
than he? What pitiful childiſh conceits are 
theſe? I do but beg my daily bread of God, 
and ſhall a Beggar exalt and forget himſelf? 
And when I carry about me a Body ſubjeCt to 
2 thouſand Diſeaſes and Diſaſters withoat mum» 
ber, a Fabrick, which the leaſt diforder can 
break and ſhatter; ſhall ſo weak, ſo poor, f0 
inconſiderable a thing, the mocking-ſtock 
of every wind and weather, diſtend its plumes, 
and fall in love with its own Beauty ? 

Were this but ſeriouſly conſider'd, and how 
in the Grave all diſtinCtions die, how unfit that 
Perſon 1s to bea Chriſtian, that is a ſtranger to 
meekneſsand humility, how thoſe that havedo» 
mineer'din this World,and trampled upon Men, 
and have thought it their Intereſt and Glory, to 

_ deſpiſe their equals and inferiors, are now roar« 
ing-in the burning Lake; how they that were 
Servants. heretofore, do now reign like Kings 
in Heaven, and thoſe that domineer'd over 
others heretofore, do wiſh now, that they were 
| itt. 
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in their Servants condition,and how they would 
now be contented to be the pooreſt, meaneſt, and 
moſt contemptible creatures in the world, pro- 
vided that they might be but freed from that” 
never-dying Worm , that gnaws their Souls, 
and how ſhortly this. Pride and Haughtinels, 
if not ſeriouſly and timely repented of, will 
end in weeping, and gnaſhing of Teeth. 

Were bur theſe things rightly and ſerioufly 
ponder'd, it would cauſe a very ſtrange alte- 
ration inthe lofty cenſorious Man's deſigns and 
reſolutions ; - but while theſe obſervables are 

fled by, as things out of his Element, no 
marvel if he Idolizes himſelf, and, like a Hedge- 
hog, wraps himſelf up in; his own ſoft Down, 
and turns his Prickles to all the World be- 
Let the Soul that's careleſs of God's Service, 
and Luke-warm, neither hot nor cold, but try 
it, and reflect, Lord/ and is this a Service fit 
for him, that is of purer Eyes than to behold 
iniquity ! Ts this flovenly Devorion a fit Preſent 
for him, who ſearches the Heartsand-the Reins ? 
Should my Servants ſerve me, as I do God, how 
ill ſhould I reſent it! and dare I offer the blind 
and the lame to God, which I would ſcorn to 
accept of from my Slaves and Vaſlals! I would 
have my Prayers heard, and an{wer'd,but how 
can I hope they*ll paſs for acceptable Sacrifices, 
in Heaven, when they want the fire ofthe Sanctus 
ary to give them flame! Will God mind a Sup- 


plication, in which I do not mind his Great- 


neſs, Majeſty, and Holineſs? or can I think, 
Y 3 | God 
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God is ſo fotid of zufiechgg ny Requeſt "that 
he matrers not with what meof' Heart I I 
proach his Throne J When the Primitiye Chit 
{tians, that certainly knew'beft, what wasto te 
done in order to Salvation; as having cotiyerfed 
with the Diſciples, and Apoltles of out'Lot, 
when they, conſecrated that rime, when'their 
Spirits were moſt lively; to pious exerciſes, and 
look*'d upon that Rehgion as deat}, tÞag had 
riot fervency for its ingredient ; ſhalt F hope 
to cone off at a cheaper rate ? Is the King jmmor- 
tal, inviſible, blefſed *for *Evermore,' t5:he'prt 
off with the,chips,. 4nd ſhavings, of Deyotion? 
Should not I give him the cteam' and' marrow 
of my engeavours, that hath. greater powerover 
me than'my Maſter, niy F ather, or ry Prince? 
So greata God, and ſo mean a Sacrificg ? So'm- 
finite a Majeſty, and ſo pitiful a Preſent? Can 
I refle&t'with what zeal and fervor he is ado- 
red.inthe Manſions above, andcan 1 put him off 
with Ice, and Froſt below ? He makes his An- 
elsSpirits,and his Miniſters flames of fire;flames 
1ndeed, their Love, their Delight, their  Obedi- 
.ence, burns bright and ſteady for ever, and ſhall 
not I learn of thoſe Miniſters above, ta worſhip 
him on Earth ? Can I have better Tutors? Who 
fo fit to be my Schoolmaſters, as they that wait 
upon the” Almighty day and night? How de- 
Jiberate, how circumſpeCct amT in my Addreſles 
9 my King, and is not God a greater Prince 
than he? What is my careleſs Devotion but mock 
ing of God, and my drqwzy Prayer, what 1s it, 
he, ' bY + -»' 6. © Ur. * | p - but 
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but playing with him; at whoſe Preſence the 
Mountains'tremble £ Ami not I afraid of ven- 

eance; or can I think God will ſuffer a Wretch, 
that Tives'upor his Mercy, . and makes no better 
return, gounpuniſhed? How: juſtly may he de- 
ny me hisGrice and Afﬀiſtance, whodo not ſeek 
It more'eatneftly > How jiiſtly may he ſay, De- 

art front me,'l know thee not, who am lo indif- 
terent, whether T enjoy* the light of his coun+ 
tenance, or no ? How juſtly may he refuſe to be 
found by hirm, - who ſeektHhim,as1f his Favour de- 
feryed no pains or trouble? Strive, as it were 
for your lives, to enter in at the ſtraic Gate, 
faith the Grear Redeemer'of Man, and is this 
taking the Kingdom of Heaven by force, when 
E look upotr it as a thing,that may be had at any 
time, upon'a” Lord have mercy upon'me? Is this 
wreſtling and ſtriving, when I ſuffer any out 
ward worldly concern, though never fo {light 
and trivial,” to take me 'off from minding rhe 
great concern of my Soul'? Ts this giving alldi- 
Itgence to make my Calling and Election: ſure, 
when [ am infinitely more concerned, how to 
ſecure a ſmall ſum of Money, thanT am to ſes 
cure thoſe” Treaſures which fade not away ? 
My God is not weary of doing good to my 
Soul and Body, and ſhall I be weary of obedt- 
ence? My Saviour was not weary *of ſuffer- 
ing for me, and ſhall T be weary of adoring 
him? The Holy Angels are not weary of attend» 
ing me, and ſhall I be weary of Love and Self. 


denial? Will God give a reward to Men, that 
Y 4 Rand 
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ſtand yawning and ſtretching themſelves in his 
Vineyard, unrefolv'd whether they ſhall work: 
or no? Areward indeed they ſhall have, but 
ſuch areward as Hypocrites receive;.a reward 
from which Good. Lord deliver us. And amT 
ſo ſtupify'd, that org of all this can move, 
me, neither the Glory of God, nor the Intereft; 
of my Soul, nor all that can be ſaid againſt my 
want of Zeal and fervency of Spirit ? 

Ah ! Tamtorunfor my life, and ſhall I make 
ſtops by the way, or look about, or think that 
by flow ſteps I am like to ſave my ſelf from the 
wrath to come? Death haſtens, the Devils ha- 
ſten; to make a prey of me, and ſhall not I make 
haſte to eſcape their Talons ? 

' Were thele reaſonslaid homeby ſerious Con+ 
ſideration, they would rouze the Soul from her 
ſlumber, and make her ſee, how dangerous her 
Reſt is, and how dear that {leep will coſt her, ſhe 
is for the preſent lulld in, if it be not ſuddenly 
diſpelld and ſcatter'd; but want of Conſide- 
ration makes the careleſs Sinner fancy God a Be- 
ing without Gall, one that hath no Senſe of Ho- 
nour, and that is pleas'd with his indifferency 


M  inReligion, as well as himſelf: This isit makes 


himentertain very groſs, abſurd, and unrealon- 
able Conceits, concerning that All-Wiſe, moſt 
Excellent, and- moſt lovely Being, deſpiſe a 
Treaſure of infinite value, trample on the Pearl 
of Price, and forget what the hope of God's 
Calling is, and whatthe Riches of the Glory of 
his Inheritance is in the Saints, wÞs, 
3. (4% $5 I 4-9 =p Ther > þ.-- i m A He 
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. Hethat miſtruſts God's Providence, limits the 
Holy One of 1/rae/ ; yet have I knqwn fuch a 
Sin blown away, and turn'd into Hergick Con- 
fidence in God, by ſuch ſerious: ratiacinations 
as theſe; and am I indeed afraid of want, agd, 
being deſtitute of neceſſaries, and convevigncies, 
which other Men enjoy! Am I God's Creature, 
and can I think God will take no care of his 
reature ! He that feeds the young Ravens, will 
he deny me my daily bread | He that gives all 
_ Creatures their meat in due ſeaſan, will he fors 

et me, when he unlocks his univerſal Storgy 
houſe! He that opens his Hand, and ſatisfies rhe 
deſire of every living thing, will he ſhut me out 
of the number of the living £ Hethat cloatheth 
the Lillies of the field, will not he much more 
cloath me? Is God concern'd for the meaneſt of 
bis Creatures, and will not he be concern'd for 
the nobleſt work of the Creation? Do I ſee, ho 
the Birds of the Air do all depend upon him, by 
the Sparrow that hath din'd, and knows not 
where to get his Supper, yet chearfully waits 
upon God's Providence , and ſhall not 1? He 
that provides for Beaſts, and Fowls of the Air, 
and Fiſh in the Sea, will he ſhake off his Care, 
and Thoughts ofme? How impoſſible is all this, 
if I believe God to be the great Preſerver of 
Men? Nay, he that hath provided for me hi- 
therto, why ſhould I miſtruſt he will not pro- 
vide for me for the future? Is his hagd ſhortned, 
or his ſtrength abated? Is not he the ſame God 
now, he was ſome years ago? Is his Plenty de- 
| EE” S- * $2. © athas + Se cayed, 
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cayed, or is Qod at a loſs, how to ſupply me 
for the time to'come ? My unbelief indeed may 
make him hold'his hand, and hinder him, from 
going ny mighty work for me, but what can 

fear, if inthe uſe of lawful means I throw 
myſelf upon; him? May be, I get not whatT 
would have; but if 1 get what he thinks fit for 
me, is it not 'tiuch better? How often have T 
been' in ftraits' and-exigencies, and God'hath 
fouhd out forme way or other to deliver me, and 
ſhall1, by my unbelief, binder him from how: 
ſuch another mighty work for me? If I trof 
him, I honour him, and ſhew forth his Gloryz 
and to ſuch, God cannot but ſhew his Salvati- 
bn. I do notwant for the preſent, why ſhould 
_ I believe I ſhall want hereafter, when I know 
not whether I ſhall live a day to an end? How 
careful is God of mine eaſe, when he would not 
fave me trouble mine Head with anxious Cares! 
What do I get by my immoderate carkings, but 
torment of Mind! Is it not much ſweeter to reſt 
upon God's Goodneſs, and enjoy content? I 
am never the nearer a ſupply, when I have 
afflicted and vexed my mind, and why ſhogldI 
put my Spirits into an agony for nothing ? Is 
this miſtruſtful Caring,and Carking,a charafter 
of Heathens, and ſhall I Apoſtatize from Chri- 
ſtianity, and turn Infidel? Is this the temperof 
Men, that know not the true God, and ſhall 
I diſgrace my Religion, and imitate their Un» 
beliet? Had not T better rely upon God's Word, 
who hath faid, 1 will not leave thee, nor for- 
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faks' hee, than thiake my life a Hell'upon Earth! 
With all my ſolicitous Thoughts, T cannot adl 
a: Cubit ro myMature; and ſhall I ſpend fo 
mych:labour and induſtry in vain? What muſt 
the. '$fiitits aboye:think, to ſee me'torment my 
ſelflabourt that T'cannot help, and to ſee the roll 
Siſiphas his Stone, which when I have br 

to ſuch a pitch, rolls down again, and renews 
wpaifis, with ny griefand ſorrow ! How muſt 
thoſe incorporeal Beirigs ahove,' pity ſuch fruit- 
J66 labouts ! Of how many 'Men” have Tread, 


| ang heard, thatiHavd truſtel 4364 in deſpipRt 


of all+iniprobabilities, and God: Hath ſijecor% 
2nd Wed thei beyond expectation 5 ' Blijab 
T1R-s,247.:9, 't0' Sevepru, 'mects' with''h 
Wido woroman; patherin {hicks; 'itr-order tb 
Kindle g' fire! and (£0. dreſs the laſt handful of 
Me2};' that'wwas 1n the Barrel; and the 'few 
drops of Oil that remain'd in the Bottle, all that; 
the-wretch had left toſupport the life of herſelf, 
ahd Son, for it was a timeof Famine, and it was 
112 manner a' Faneral-dinner too, for ſhe in- 
tended to make this her laſt Meal, and ſo to ex- 
pre, and give up the Ghoſt ; Here was little to 
: would think, for a Traveller, eſpecially 
if that had been her Maxim, which 'is 1o uſual 
withus, that Charity begins at home ; ſhe knew 
not the Prophet, whether he would do miracles 
or- no. In this great exigency, and ſtrait, the 
Man of God bids her dreſs the Flower, 'and 
Otl ſhe had left for him, and afterwards take 
carc for herſelf, and Son. A ſtrange Requeſt ; 


it's 
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ie's true, he tells her, that the God of 1/344) 
hath ſaid, that 'the barrel. of Meal ſhall net 
waſte-z But theſe were words, and what-are 
they toa hungry Stomach, and croaking Row. 
els, to give that littleall away toa ſtranger,and 
'and ſtarve herſelf, and Son, upon a cold Pro- 


pheſic F 


. Yet, behold her Faith throws open all the fload- 
gates of impoſſibility ; ſhe believes, and truſts 
againſt Senſe, even to a contradiCtion, goes and 
gives that little ſhe hath left, to a ſtranger, 
'#nd by her Faith, forces, as it were, Heavea in- 
to a miracle, for ſhe had no ſooner dreſled” 
the remainder for the Prophet, but the barrel 
4s fill'd again by Angels, and fo it continued 
"till the Lord ſent Rain upon the Earth. Why | 
ſhould not I do as they have done, and put 
.1t-to the trial? Sure Tam, I can loſe no- 
thing by it. I will therefore be induſtrious 10. 
my lawful Calling, and leave the ſuccels to 
God; I will uſe thoſe honeſt means to live, 
which the Scripture warrants, and commit my 
ſelf to him, whoſe Eyes are over all his works. 
If he pleaſe to bleſs me, Pl praiſe him ; if not, 
I'll admire bis Sovereignty and Greatneſs, who 
is not bound to give me any thing: And leſt 
my Sins ſhould ſeparate between his Kindnels 
and my Neceſlittes, and turn away his Face 
from me, becauſeI anſwer not the end he made 
me for, as all other Creatures do, that ſhare 
in his proteCtion, and ppovidential Care, I wy 
= : | watC 
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watch againſt thoſe corruptions which 'do ſo 
eaſily beſet me , and ſtrive to Glorify God 
with my Soul and Body and then, the kind- 
eft diſpenſations of his Providence will be 
mine; and all things will work together for 
my good; | 


Such Thoughts would drive out the evil Spi 
rit of Miſtruſtfulneſs. But while the Enemy 
meets with no oppoſition, no wonder if he fe- 
curely revels in the Soul, makes Man a bur 
then to himſelf, prompts him ſomtimes, even 
to unlawful courſes,and doth not let him reſt; 
till he deſperately reſolves with him in the 


Poet. 


Fleftere fi nequeo ſuperos, Acheront s 


movebo. 


If Heaven be deaf, and will no pity ſhew, 
PII try, what Hell, and the black Hoſt will do, 


Had the Covetous but a Heart to think with 
himfelf, Vain fooliſti Man,how loth atn I to 
confeſs myſelf guilty of this Vice! How doI 
deceive myſelf with the fair names of good 

Husbandry and Frugality ? But will theſe delu- 
ſions ſtand the fire? Will theſe Paper-Walls be 
ror againſt everlaſting 'burnings? If there be 
uch a ſin as covetouſheſs, and'that fin ſo odi- 
ous to God, and his Holy Angels, as Chriſt _ 
s 


314 The G:zeat Law 
bis Apoſtles make it, and {o great an impegi, 


ment to everlaſtivg. happineſs, as the Scriptur, 
preſents it, itmuſt needs: be. worth: kng the 
——_ Lamiinfeted with this, Plague, eſpeg 
ally ſince my behaviour and actions look as jt; 
were. Why ſhould the Apoſtle call: this Sia 
Idolatry, but becauſe it makes Men ſet 'their 
&ffeftions on this World, more thanupon that 
hich is.to-come ;and more on their Riches, Re 
bares, or-Incomes,, than upon God, and evers 
lating Glory, whereby God is robb'd of his Hos 
nour, and that high eſteem and love, which jy 
God's due, as he is God, 1s given tg: the crea» 
ture, which in God's ſight is lighter tham nos 
thing, and Vanity? And 1s not this my caſed 
How is my Soul tix'd upon this World 2 How 
cloſedoth my Heart ſtick to the-profits and ad- 
vantages it affords? How is my Soul bound up 
with my Corn, and Wine, and O11? How dol 
fancy that all, my Happineſs is gone, when: theſe 
outward Comforts are gone! - Did Sin (ever 
grieve me aquarter {o much as a temporal loſs? 
Did offending a. Gracious Godever coſt me the 
Tenth part of the Tears Fſhed, for being depri- 
ved; of a little — Clay > How hearty is-my 
py' under the Bleſſings of: God's left hand? 
How littleam I affefted with the Bleſſings of his 
right ? How far greater ſatisfaQtion doth.my 
thriving'iathe World give me;; than my thris 
ving in Grace, aad- in the ;knowledge of our 
Lord Jeſus: Chrift> How leath am I to Honor 
 Gdqd with my ſubſtance > Hpyw-unwilliagly,how 


grudgingly 
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deingly, do I part with any thing de 

Fr Pe Charitable Uſes?. I find faujlt with = 
Sip in another, and ſhall nat I;geprehend jc. in 
myſelf 2 I camplain of my Neighbour far be! 
hard-hearted, and unkind to People in diftrel 
And iis thata Virtuein me whichis, Vice in.ano- 
ther? Dionyſins, the Tyrant, wondred at his 
$60, that with all the Gold and Siver he had..s 
his Houſe, he had made no Man his Friend; an 
may: not I juſtly wonder at myſelf,: who, as lon 
asLhave lived, have not made myſelf Fri 
of the Mimmon of unrighteouſnels, that at,my 
dh, I rnay be received into 'everſaſting habi- 
tations ? How loath am I to-part with any, of 
this World's Goods for God's Service ? How 
tappy do I count myſelf, when Religion: doth 

me nothing? How loath: am I, to be. at the 
leaft —_— re —_ a doth it BHCTE 
me, when I ſpend any t upon Religion 
How do I dote upon <4 ſlucery Vaan k 
How far greater pains do I take tobe rich, thay 
tobe happy for ever ! How can I diſpenſe with 
aSin for Profits ſake! How little of my deſires 
and breathings, hath God and a bleeding Savie 
par'!. How dullam I under the moſt lively de» 
Rriptions of the joys of Heaven / How Jullan., 
detthe ſtupendious offers of Grace and Mercy / 
How:dead under the joyful meſſage. of pardon 
How dull, when tempted byallthe raviſhing ar» 
guments of God?s lave, to love him. above All! 
What means my uowillingneb -to;take God, for 
mp:greatelt portzos & Vas means that quicks 


nels, 
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neſs, ſfagacity,and wiſdom, when my riches, pleth 
PO or worldly proſperity is concerned, 10dt that 
ftrange dumpifhheſs, when God courts, and be. 
Teeches = Soul 'to lay hold on Eternal life? 
Are not theſe evident ſigns, that the World 
draws and attfatts my Heatt moſt powerfully? 
God ſees my Heart is not upright with him 
ſeesI am atraid to take up with him alone; hg 
fees how covetouſneſs hath poffefs*d my Sout; 
and can I cheriſh this root of all evil in my 
Breaſt, and not tremble at the danger my Sbul 
is in? Aml, by the Apoſtles verdi&, an Idola- 
ter, anddoI make light of ſo great a guilt? If 
rio Idolater muſt expett a Crown of Glory, 
alas! Whar can I look for, but Eternal Dark- 
neſs ? Could Ariſtippes throw his Gold into the 
Sea, and fay, it's better I ſhould drown thee, 
than that thou ſhouldſt undo me: And ſhall 
I be a ſlave to my Wealth? when I read; 
that it's eaſier for a Camel to enter thorow 
the eye of a Needle, than for a rich Man,who ſets 
his Heart on his riches, to enter into Heavenz 
am not I frighted with the expreſſion ? I find 
how this Sin deprives me of a Holy Communion 
with God, and ſhall I loſe my greateſt cotnfort; 
and ſupport, and fatisfaQtion for it? How doth 
the Gold become dim! How is the moſt fine 
Gold changed rhrough this peſtilential Breath1 
The life and ſenſe I ance had of Spiritual Ob- 
jeQs, decays and dwindles away in me, and 
an infipidneſs in Holy things ſiceeeds, my reliſh 
of them periſhes, and they become to me, as's 

i curious 
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curious diſh to, a perſon of a corrupted ;ſto- 
mach 3 T nauſeate the very dainties of; my Hea- 
yealy Father: This Sin is enough tradamp, and 
kill all the good ſeed, God ſows in me”; if any 
man loye the-World,. the; love of the. Father is 
not inn him 3 and can 1;be contented without 
the love of God 2? If God be not, my friend, 
What doth. the friendſhip of the whole World 
ſgnifie, when my Soul muſt leave this Taber- 
nacle, and appear before. God's Bar ? O God, I 


ſhall have ſo many Wixaclles againſt me, that I 
a) 


ſhall not know what fo ſay, or whether to be- 
take myſelf for refuge me Poor. will accuſe 
me, becauſe T have not open'd my hand and 
heart to them ;. my own, Conſcience. will ac- 
cufe me, becauſe I line not been a good Stew- 
ard of the micans God gave me 3 the Miniſters 
of God will accuſe me, becauſe whatever was 
laid out upon my Pride and Luſt, was thought 
too little 3 and 'the leaſt kindneſs I ſhew'd to 
thoſe that wait at God's Altar too much ; The 
Devils will accuſe. me, becauſe haying a Soul 
ſo great, ſo noble, ſo.precious, I did employ it 
chiefly in ſcraping a little droſs and-dung 10- 
gether ; nay, the Lord Jeſus will accuſe me be- 
cauſe his example of Contentedneſs and Hea» 
venly-mindedneſs, would not allure me into 
Imitation 5 God will accuſe me, becauſe having 
furniſh'd me with all the motives and encourage- 
merits imaginable, to mind Heaven more than _. 
Earth ; I prefer'd this Earth before all the joys, 
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of Heaven ; and how ſhall T bear up under aff 
this weitht ? TIT ODEs, IN | 
Would the poor deluded Worldling, but lt 
ſuch Bayes link into his heart, What a damp 
would ir ſtrike 'ot his ſtrong deſires after the 
World, and how would it make his immode- 
rate love. tt thee ſublvnary Riches, break into 
longihgs aftet a nobler Inheritance ?' But neg- 
king this; he, Serpent-like, feeds on duſt, and 
prepares for atixiety, difcontent and vexation of 
ſpirit, and for a miſerable death : Like a Hog, 
lies rooting m the earth, ahd buries his Soul 1n 
a Cheſt of” Money ; Yeſpttes all admonitions to 
Charity, and \ike theSmith's Dog, can hear the 
hammering and beating of His Maſter, and en- 
dure the Sparks flyins about his cars, Without 
being ſtirt'd or coticern'd at it. © FH 
 Hypocrifie is a fin, which the painted Chriſti- 
an does not eafily part withal, yet would he 
refle&, like a perſon that hates to ſew pillows 
under his own elbows : CanT read Chriſt's dif 
courfes apainſt the Phariſees, and not ask my 
own heart, Wherher the Phariſees Temper be an 
emblem of my Complexion ? CanT remember 
that odious Name in the Goſpel, and not reflect 
on the Plagues, that are threatned them ? And 
do, I know thoſe Plagues, and do they dart no 
fear, no terror, into my Soul ? 1am 16ath to be- 
lieve, I am ſo bad a Man, But whar if God, and 
tlic great day ſhould find meſo? Have I noſelt- 


end in any Religious Duty ? What 'is it puts 


me many times upon doing good, applauſe from 
Men, 
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Men, or the: love of God 2 Do not I pretend 
God's glory ſomtimes, when I aim at nothing: . 
but mine-own ? Do not I draw nigh to God 
with my lips, when 1th my heart and converſa- 
tion I deny him? Do not I, by pretending to 
pleaſe God, neglect my duty ro my Neighbour? 
And while I am hot for Devotion, hate my Bro- 
ther ih my heart ? Iam loth to neglect my 
Prayer, but 1 am as loth to neglect relieving 
ſuch a Believer, that groans in Priſon, or Pover- 
ty? Am not 'I more ſevere 1n prefhng the lefler 
concerns of Religion, than I am 1n urging the 
greater ? Do not I commend that in a rich of 
areat Man, which I carrreprehend in my infe- 
fiors, of meaner Perſons £ Do not I requitg 
thoſe Duties of other Men, which myſelf am 
loath to praiſe ? Do not T applaud myſelf for 
my own ſanCftity, while Ideſpiſe others, whom k 
fancy not ſo holy as Iam ? Am not I morecurt- 
ous to know .other Mens conditions than,ming 
own ?. Am not I more zealows in publick, than 
[ am in private? Am not I Relifjious for filthy 
Lucre's ſake > Do not I make a gam of Godli- 
neſs, and uſe Religion as. a Cloak to cover my 
ſecret Sins ? Do not I make Devotion a Scattold 
toerect my own creditand profit by ? What is 
Hypocrifie if this be not ? Though I can hide 
it from the ſight of Men, can I conceal it front 
him; who knows my down-lting, and my-up- 
riſing, and underſtands my thoughts afar off ? 
Can I temember the Fate of J4zs, and not think 


of a ferrous Repentanc: ? Can I hear the Son 
T 3 of 
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of God call fo often, Woe, woe, to ye hypocrites, 
- and hug the Sin in my boſom ? Shall I harbour a 
Snake there, which will ſting me into endleſs 
gnawings of Conſcience ? How ſhortly will all 
theſe deluſions be diſcover'd ? Before I am a few 
days older, God may ſummon me, and lay open 
all my deceirs and juggles in Religion : Thus 
others have been ſerved, Why ſhould I think 
to eſcape ? And though the day of Judgment 
1s not come, yet there are Angels, there are 
Righteous Souls, betore whom theſe Impoſtures 
may be laid open, and diſcovered to my ſhame, 
and ſorrow and aſtoniſhment, aſſoon, as my 
Soul leaves my Body ſenſeleſs. 'Do T think to 
blind the eyes of him, 1n whoſe Book all my 
Members are ſet down ? Is the portion of hypo- 
crites no diſcouragement ? What Promiſe in the 
Goſpel can I lay hold of, during this condition ? 
They all run to the upright in heart, and muſt 
I go without theſe Cordials ? Muſt I ſee others 
run away with theſe Treaſures, while myſelf | 
can expeCt nothing but God*s curſe and anger ? 
Muſt I ſee others go to pollels the Promis'd- 
Land, while I muſt ſtay behind in a Wilder- 
neſs? Muſt I ſee others gather Maxna, and 
feed upon the rich cluſters of Cayaaz, while my 
own Soul muſt periſh for want of that Bread of | 
Life ? Lord, Who ſhall abide in thy 7 abernacle? 
Who ſhall dwell in thy holy hill # He that walksy 
upriebtly, and works righteouſneſs, and ſpeaks the 
truth is his heart, And muſt I have no ſeat in 
yonder Manſions ? No houle in that Jef 
| Will 
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which 1s above ? No habitation in that City, 
whither the tribes go up, the Tribes of the Lora, 
unto the teftimony of Iſrael, to give thanks unto 
the name of the Lord £ O my Soul, behold thy 
Salvation comes, his reward 1s with him, and his 
work before him. Ariſe, ſhine, for thy light 1s 
come, and che glory of the Lord is riſen upon 
thee. Away, and hate this garment ſpotted 
by the fleſh ; theſe are not the ſpots of God's 
Children ; theſe are not the Charatters of God's 
Favorites : Spots they are, but of Leopards, 
marks of Wolves that come in ſheeps-cloath- 
ing, ſigns of Sepulchres, which indeed appear 
beautiful outward, but are within full of dead 
Mens bones, and full of uncleannels. 

Such ſerious thoughts would check Hypocri- 
ſie; but the vain Man hardens his heart againſt 
them, locks them out, will give chem no enter- 
tainment, and that makes him ſerve God to 
pleaſe the Devil, and turn Religion into a mere 
ſhew and formality, burn in Words, and freeze 
in Deeds ; and, like that Son in the Goſpel, ſay, 
I go Sir, but he goes nor. | 

From the Premifſes, we may eaſily gueſs 
what to think of other ſins, viz. that the great 
cauſe of them, is want of Conſideration ; and 
therefore the holy Ghoſt likens Men thar live 
in any fin, or indulge themſelves in any tranf- 


® greſſion, to a Horſe that ruſhes into the Batrel, 


and conſiders n*t what he doth, ventures as 
mong Swords and Arrows, and the greateſt 
Dangers, withour recolleting what will be 

L 3 the 


222 . The Gieat Law 


the iſſue of it. Jer. 8. 6. Conſideration is the 
Bridle, that muſt govern our ſenſe and appe: 
tite, take that away, and the Beaſt runs away 
with the Rider, and haſtens him into a thoy- 
jand 1nconveniencies. 


CHAP. VI. 


' Of the warious advantages of ſerious - Conſidera: 
tion ; it's that, which makes a Man Maſter of 
all Chriſtian Duties 5, it helps a Man to im: 
prove ſublunary Objeas into Heavenly Cons 
templations. It's the greateſt ſupport under 
affi;Fions 3 diſpoſes a Man to be a worthy Re- 
cetver of the Lord's Supper : Prepares him 
for an Angelical life on Earth ; makes him 

' pruaent and diſcreet in Secular Aﬀairs and 
Buſineſſes. | 


" | Hough 1n the preceding Chapters, we 
' have already, in a great meaſure, diſco- 
ver'd, what Men may hope for from Conſide- 
ration, and of what ule it 15 to a truly ſerious 
and Chriſtian life; yet we mult not leave 10 
rich a Subject thus, without giving an account 
of ſome other poſitive advantages, which do 
render it very deſirable to a rational Man ; 

And, | X 
TI. It hath moſt certainly a very great influ- 
ence upon all Chriſtian YVuties ; the Celeſtia} 
Luminaries haye not .a greater influence, upp 
| £6 
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the Baflics of Men, and Beaſts, and Plants, than 
Conſideration hath upon theſe Spititual en- 
 dowments 3 whatever qualificatpn* Chriſt or 
his Apoſtles require” or recommend); *it's by 
Conſidetation of the excellency and'dignity of 
that Duty, that Men mult expett to'arrive to 
it, | ; 

The firſt and great Commandment is, Thos 
ſpalt love the Lora thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind. But 
he ſhall never be maſter of this Duty, that doth 
not frequently and ſeriouſly conſider the im- 
menſe and ſtupendious love of God to him, 
and indeed then I may hope to be acquainted 
with a ſincere and cordial love to God, when 
I give leave to ſuch' Confideratipns as theſe, 
[2 mor pare my ungerftanding. O my God, 
Can 1 think of fo reap, ſo holy, ſo infinite, fo 
merciful,” fo munificent 'a Being, anfl forbear to 
be enamour*'d with thee ?, Thy greatneſs over- 
awes, thy holineſs direQts, thy infinity ſupports, 
thy mercy charms, thy'munificence invites th 

poor unworthy Creatures : Whence are all 
my mercies but from thee ? rhou art the Spring, 
the Fouritzin of them all. What ever bleſſings 
are convey'd to me by the hands'of Second 
Cauſes, they come originally from thee, and 
thou moy*lF and orderelt thoſe Second Cauſes, 
to come in to my affiſtance. By thee have I 
beenvphetd ever ſince 1 was born ; when Ila 

in the ſhades of nothifiz; rhon didit awake ms 
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capable of admiring, adoring and worſhippin 
thee, and ever fince, thy Mercies have follow 
me;:and thou haſt been a pillar of a Cloud 
- unto me.by.day, and a pillar-of Fire by night ; 
' what Parts, Gifts or Abilities, I have, they are 
thy Gifts, and CharaGters of thy Compaſſion 
Thou order'ſt my ſteps, thou arr about my bed, 
and about my paths,. and do'lt preſerve. me in 
alt my ways ; many atime ſhould I have ſtum- 
bled, and, fajlen, and periſh'd irrecoverably, 
but that. thou haſt ſupported me, and given 
charge to thy holy Angels :to be my: Guardians 
T had been a barren Wilderneſs, 1f thou hadſt 
not rained ſhowres of Grace upgn me, and made 
me fruitful. I had brought forth ating but 
death, if . thou hadſt not ſhined upon me. 
had-continued lying inthe mire, if thou hadfſi 
not pulled.me out, and mult have remained in 
the horrible pit for ever,. if thou hadſt not ſet 
my feet upon a Rock. I had continued blind, 
if thou hadſt not open'd mine eyes-; deaf to 
thy admonitions, if thou hagſt not ynlock'd 
my ears. I could never have riſen, if thou 
hadſt not lent mg thy helping hand, I.muſt 
have. ſunk, if thou hadſt not ſupported me, 
and periſh'd, if thqu hadſt not guided and di- 
rected me. I had committed greater fins, if 
;thy reſtca;ning power had not kept me, and 
what could have hindred me from running with 
.Others intq excels of. riot, if thou hadſt nat re- 
; moved the ſnares, which were laid for, me, to ' 
.carch 'me into ruin... It is thy doing, that] 
, . = oe 


be, hay yn Sx 


RR  ECoeemne Cats or. od. at re e__r <= CD .<_ RR RaCETS 


 _ of Conſideration. 325 
have not done ſo. That I have abſtained from 
theſe evils, thy aſſiſtance is the cauſe, and that 
[ have believed thee, I am beholding to thy 
Mercy. O my God ! how often have I de- 
ſerved thine anger ? and yet in the midſt of thy 
wrath thoy thinkeſt upon Mercy. What judg- 
ments might not thou have inflicted on me 
for my wilful Sins 2 but thou haſt ſent none as 
yet, and all to magnifie thy Mercy. Every 
morning thy Mercies are renew'd upon me, 
and with the Natural, there riſes upon me the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, with healing under his 
wings. Thou proſpereſt my Endeavours, gi- 
veſt ſucceſs to all my lawful Undertakings, 
thou preſerveſt me from thole diſaſters which 
befal other Men. How wiſely doſt rhou order 
my affairs ? How often doſt thou bring light 
out of darkneſs, and turneſt my affliftion into 
the greateſt joy £ How. wonderful are thy Pro- 
vidences to me and mine ? How often have I 
fear'd ſuch an accideng would be my ruin, and 
God hath turn'd it into the greateſt good f 
How wiſely haſt thou many times deni'd me 
temporal mercies, becauſe thou hadit a mind to 
enrich me with ſpiritual Bleſſings in — 
places > Whar Friends, what BenefaCtors ha 
thou rais'd me 2 How.miraculouſly haſt thou 
turn'd the hearts of Men ſometimes into mer- 
cy and compaſſion for my good ? How often 
haſt thou heard my Prayer, and granted me . 
the requeſt of my lips ? When I have been in 
ſhe greateſt ſtraits, how thou haſt ſhewn me 
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a way to eſrape ? How ſtrangely haſt th 
whe ings about for-.my deliverance} 
-How haft, thou allur'd me by the various t 
'kens of thy" love, to love thee better than the 
"World > ' How great hath been thy care of my 
temporzl concerns, but how far greater thy 
care of the concerns of my Soul ? How {tron 
have been the convidtions thau halt rol 
fed me ? How great the lis hr thou haſt impar. 
| To knowledge thou 
haft revealed to me ? How Famergus the checks 


thou reaſpn'd the caſe, and expoſtulated w 

| Paley, ſtood in 
in a narraw way, where there was no turning, 
'neither to the righ 


TSS: 


Kkindneſſes of the Lord, I am yet alive, ay 
axed a 
this 


ch thou haſt ſent | 
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this prodigious long-{uffering of my God ! Had 
oy man ſhewn me bur the ten ry ry 
part of that love, which God hath manifeſtec 
tome, how ſhould I love him! How ſhould 
adore his Name ! How ſhould I ſtudy to pleaſe 
him ! What pains ſhould I take to manifeft 
my gratitude ! How ſhould I revere his Me- 
mory ! How ſhould I ſpeak of his Favours ! 
How ſhould I praiſe his Munificence ! How 
ſhould I employ my Rhetorick, and ranſack my 
Poetry, ſtudy Eloquence, ſpeak by my Eyes, my 
Poſture, my Geſtures, to make him underſtand 


my Aﬀettion ! Can Man's kindneſles be ſo pre- 


yalent, and ſhall not the goodneſs of God fire 
my Soul into a prattical love to his Name ? 
Can I do leſs than love him, to whom I owe all 
[ have? To love him 1s my happineſs, my inte- 
reſt, my greateſt felicity : O my God, ſhall [ 
love a little ſhining clay, a. little duſt, a. little 
earth, and not love thee, who art worth more 
than ten thouſand Worlds 2 Shall I love Fa- 
ther and Mother, and not love thee, who haſt 
been better to me than my Parents, and whe 

my Father and Mother have forſaken me, haſt 
takeg me up, and with eyerlaſting kindneſs vi- 
ited me 2 Shall T love my Friend, and ſhall not 


I love thee, my Joy, my Treaſure, my Hiding- 


place ?” But how can I love thee, except I keep 
thy Commandments 2 How can I be uy 
Friend, except I do whatſoever thou command- 
eſt me ? Shall I loye.thee in words only, wha 
teſt loved meg in degds ? Shall I flatter oe 
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with my lips, and hate thee in my heart ? Shall 
I ( Juaas-like,) kils thee, and betray thee ? 
Love thee, and love my fins, which are thy 
reateſt enemies ? Did I bur love thee as'I do a 
ear Friend, how eafie would all thy Precepts 
ſeem ? How little reaſon ſhould I have to com- 
plain of the tediouſneſs of thy Yoak 2 What 
great, what noble, what generous AFZtions, 
would thy love put me upon ? Should I pre- 
tend to love my Prince, and affront his .aw, 
how ſoon would my love be accuſed oi a lie ? 
How can I be ſaid to love thee, while I hate to 
conform*mylelf to thy will and pleaſure 2 How 
vain will my love appear in the laſt day, if it 
hath been a ſtranger to obedience here ? The 
Angels love thee, and they have no other way 
4, wks ei their love, but by running at 
thy commands. Thy holy fire burns in their 
breaſt, and makes them fly to execute thy Or- 
ders, Do I hope to be like unto the Angels of 
God hereafter, and ſhall not I take pattern by 
their obediential love, while I ſojourn here ! 


O my God, thou .art the proper objett of my - 


love; I rob thee of thy Honour, and commit 
Sacriledge, if I love any thing here below bet- 
ter than ghee. I am married to thee, and I muſt 
love nothing above thee. 'Whey no eye pittied 
me to have compaſſion upon me, when I was caſt 
into the open field, to the loathing of my perſon, 
Ezek. 16. 5, 6, 7, 8. thou didſt paſs by me, and 
Jaweff me polluted. in my Blood, and ſaidſt unto 
me when 1 was in my Blood, live 5 thow didft 

cauſe 
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thy skirt over me, . and covereaſt my nakedne 


| fa.cloſe unto thee, and, Shall T defile:myſe 
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Sos 
reuſe me to multiply as the bud of the field, and 
phen it was the time of Love, thou didſt [; read 
and [weareſt unto me, ,and entereaſt into s COUP. 
nant with me, and 1 became thine, and, Shall my 
Soul be married to, {a great a Prince, and ; oy 
the Harlot ? O_ my Lord, Haſt chop united n 


by ſetting my. love. on trifles ? It hath gone : 
—_— too long, it hath wandred:up and down 
and. found no reſt, and ſhall it looſe itſelf fot 


ever ; and, like a Mole, run blindly from © 


Bury.to another ? What Man, What, Devil'ca 

hurt me,; while I love. thee,; without who 

command no Creature daresſtiror move ? Wha 
ſhould diſcourage me from loving thee, when'T 
bave all the Promiſes of the Bible. to prompt me 
to it 2, If Lloſe any thing in this World by lo- 
ving thee, haſt not thou Treaſures, enough to 


Tecompence- my loſſes ? If Men deſpiſe me fot 


loving thee, haſt not thou Honour. and Glory 
enough tg crown thee withal.? If I do not thrive 
in outward Riches, by loving thee, haſt not thou 
who art rich in Mercy, a pearl of price to beſtow 
upon me, when this life 1s ended? I'll truſt thee, 
O.my God, and when my Luſts invite me to ad 
like a Beaſt, 11 obey thee, and ſtrive to be perfe&t 
as thou art perfeEt : When Men intice me to fin, 
Pl hearken to thee, and venture the diſgrace 
or injury they can infli& upon me ; when the 
World tempts me to be careleſs of my Salva- 


$ion, Pll follow thee, and work out my Salva« 


eion 
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s with fear atid with tretbling. Thus Pit 
t to tlie World, that thot art dearer to 
ifi all chats peat, or rich, or glorious | 
5H O that I were drunk with love! 
t all thy faculties were fil”d with'16ve? 
what E could loye thee, till I faiiited away 
Th lo O that my mind were fo inteift upon 
& On | could reliſh nothing biit thy love! 
F, t tfiy Sout did ovetfiow with love ! Othat 
St Lreath might rife above it's bancks ! © that 
might Wins no bounds ! O that I were 6 
2 Now 2d tp of Divine love, that I eduld' tibt 
whether | were in the boily or out bf. thb 
y © that the prone nee oo 
pre rol wy t to.nie, that all other obje&s iii 


t 


{ bittshneK to me! © that I ak 

able oY bas out of tmyfelf into the yatt light < 
the. love of God 1 O that Thad tnore of 'this 
rieti Wine 1 O that tle King woul! kad ine inc 
to his Wime-Celar ! O that my. Soul did thirlt 
more after Him } O that this dew: of 'Htavett 
might falt6n my fleece day and fight! O'that 
the.love of God miztit totally conquer the"! 1 
O that every thought of tnitte might breath 
hothing but love! O that it were my in6ar 
and drink to love thee ! This is perfet Atigels 
food. M-ats for the belly, ant the belly for 
Meats, God ſhall deſtroy both it and them, but 
this food laſts for ever. 


Delight in God, is a Duty as neceſſary as the 
former, butt low 15 it poffible Ffhould ever arfive 
td 
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bi, wihour Timor m Soul by Eonbs 


Ari0n, to take. a vie 
of; which {j ſparkles in that am =D 


quickly feel my peare 00 er; ry de 
mar i do, 1 G4) On k is.in ſue 

85 thus. A fe OLE n 

ndine tha rep - g Raga 


2n object that it.cannot ſtir, qr rpuze thee from 
Let IK ? Wher Fe Sol then FD mars lover 
> 


0 
vp, Oe char Sid Y many is God oy 


x, Beig Sorvey. old, - Re han 
0 rayiiL ſing an object ? Can there be, a Joveliee 
being, t an he, from 1 whom whatever is 
tiful 1n;Mencor Angels flowes ?. How beande 
filmuſ he be, p12 ham a thels Hakrieg Beads 
yaoye their Being the rgams be {glows 
Is." What pa the Water 1 1n hs Tau Atn be 54 
las ! What is the Sun, but a dark anthoray # | 
in compariſon of God? What 4 4s the Light 
oar Eyes behold, but a ruſh; ro him thak 
is the Father of Lights ? 7rul 7 the aght is [weerg 
and a pleaſant thing it us for ayes to behald 
the.Sun, Eccl. 11.7. Indeed, whatever'is rich; 
and to be admired in gbjetts, would fignifie 
nothing to us Ms ut- lrght; and, if —_—_ 
light - ſo deli CIT. O God, : How | 
muſt -thou be, w_ dwolleſ in a Light-ingo« 
ceſſible ! If the Sun, and Moon, and Stars, de- 
ſerve my delighr, How more juſtly may 'thgi 
Great Creator of all theſe challenge at; Shue 
Glory doth infinitely tranſcend bf the litrls; 


twinklings and radiations, which ſhine in ſub- 
lunary 
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luhary objefts ! O my God, were thy Beauty | 
, view'd, CR ike Works of Fra 
as'it ſparkles'in' thy wiſe ordering and manage. | 
mentof the World, as it blazes in the Ro j 
tionof Mankind, as it gliſters ia Regenerarton | 
6f the Soul, as it dazles the eye in the*glorifi” * 
cation of a finer, how lovely wouldſt thou ap- | 
pour ! And fince neither thy Being,” nor thy | 
orks are in- vain, ſince what thou. art,'and 
what thou<doeſt, -muſt needs be for ſore cet 
rzin'end; 'What can IT conclude, but that thou 
difcovereſt ſo much Beauty, and Splendor, 'and 
glory to = Mortals, becauſe we ſhould re. 
Joyce and delight'in thee, and be raviſh'd A | 
thee ? '\O my Soul, without this delight it Ghd, 
thou canſt never be happy ; Godis thy adequate 
Object, and thy Center, and he alone'cah give 
theereft 3 and except he fills, and fatisfieth thy 
owers, they'll be forced, like Noah's Dove, to 
utter and fly up and down, wander in'a Þ& | 
fart, and loſe theprlelves in a barren Wildernefs 
Thou rejoyceſt in a Father, in a Mother, in a: 
Friend, but God is more than a Father;. more' 
than a Mother, more than a Friend to thee/He 
doth more for thee, He loves the better than 
any of theſe can do. Thou rejoyceſt in a curious 
LandsKip, in the delicate fituation of a-Houſe; 
ma lovely Arbour, in a ſweet, and gentle Ri- 
ver, but haft not thou greater reaſon to rejoyce 
in him, who hath made all theſe > When thou 
delighteſt in God thou art at reſt, and thy Reſt 
declares thy happineſs. How canſt thou hope thy 
| + Religious | 
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F Religious exerciſes will. be accepted in 


Teaver, 
while thou know'ſt not what. this Hol En 


' doth mean? The Heathens gueſs'd at the accep- 


tance of their Sacrifices, by the cheerful burns 
ing of the Fire upon the Altar ; The greater thy 
delight is in God, the ſtronger Argumeat. thou 
'haſt, that thy Devotion meets with applauſe 
and approbation 1n Heaven. Variety is fits F-7. 


ly del | | 
thed hath God fo little of thy delight ? rhough 


| might every day meet with freſh objeCts of de- 


i 
all Eternity,- and then ſure. there is . variety 


| Is od pai {aug Wiſdom and Ecernify3$Survey 
his Goodneſs hi 


to Mankind, his PerfeCtion, his 


4A F © 


ſed Angels do polleſs; Survey his Revelations, 
;his Manifeſtations of himſelf, to this dark igno- 
-rant World; his Statutes, and Judgments, and 
'Eaws, and-the array and Equity of 


them allsSurvey his various Diſpenſations under 
the Old and New Teſtament, his Methods of 


{'converting Men, and the yarious degrees where-. 


by he hath proceeded ia the reformation of the 
<0 A a wretclied 


#1 


Tp , "20v* Bea LAY 
BedPro eny of: 
to ove Chrift Jeſs, and his pity and compaſſion 
to Rebels, to Traitors, to his greateſt Enemies ; 
Shyvey the benefits and advantages, which ariſe 
from” % Paſſidh, Reſurre&i0n,. Aſcenſion, 
Int A 10h.3- Survey his Promiſes, and Threat 


n! ps, his Mercy, t6 the- Penitent, his Juftice to - 


Bhs gabehoring 5 Sumner; Survey his Mercies, both 
Mick and Þ oth Spirittal and Tem- 
Flat and F mo Pavan to'all/Mankind, 
ro. 66 feltow Ehri as, to thy Relations, and 
thy y Sal "Sirvey" te Privitedges he allows to 
#/thoſe that Fear Rath, Priviledges which are the 
tor Pw ils, 6 ſee what Man may come 
thy hd thermfelves thuſt'tetazin for: ever; depri- 
ved ol. ; Sure the&Prerogatives of theſe! Men, 
he 2 Pives cher eave to call upon' him, an- 
beak rig when they eall;permirsthen tocall 
Gnlelv/es this © Halen; his Dardinbs, his fa: 
bite} "HR Jewels, Nis Priends; and the:A 


ofhisEye* Survey t the* Glory which God-re- - 


'ceiyesfroin alf his Creitores; i inthatall-conſpite 
to. fulfil his W WE Bop the Joy,;the Glory, the 
Happinels, the Trid hs. ; he Songs , the Halle- 


lajah's, Which heMk rdefietied' fork lis Servants, 


Where. Ms Hg! # taſte" here, -and which 
ere lon t He ſhzll*efter'tpon ,' to! rheirs Eter- 
nal content and fatisfaCtion. O 194i Souk Who 


can expreb all the pleafing 'objefs, which ate 


in this Glorious God thoutoſt adore? 


Vaſt Ocean of Delight! How can my Sout . | 


be weary of delighting 1 in thee # where my 
+ obje 


«»;ſurvey his wonderfiil 


Pan ae aa (0 ow@0ec oo ame os. evo an} ans. ai. an oc 4 


objeQt isof « multiplying Nature, and the far. 
ther I go.the-more charms I meet withal ; every 
Beam, every Ray; that darts from thy Throne, 
every work: of thy Power GCand Oh how in- 
finite is the cuiraber of thera! ) adminiſters De- 
light. . And {ure he'deferves to be ſtary'd, that 


may come £0 thoſe Waters of Life, and is in- 


vaed t9.-participate of this Milk and Honey, 
agd [to delight his $oul in fatneſs, and' prefers 
the ſtollep waters of Sin,before theſe living Wa- 


ters, which, i like choſe inthe &/culapian Well," 
arenot capable of putrefaltion. \ 


'Lopk,,Oi'my Soul, look with-pity on the 
or diftra&ted World, that delights in things: 
liſh and--finful, werldly,. mean, and trivial, 
who;wouldenvy the Sth olaſarcs of 8:rato,. 
Authony,' iT rberins, Calighla, Commoans, Cotys, 
Demetrine, pleaſures fitter for Bulls, and Bears, 
d Goats; than for: MemofReaſon ? they dream 
eat: a8 drink; and afe at a great Feaſt, 

but in the; Morning when they wake, they find 


themſelyes ertpry. A rational complacency. 


in: God is. Bread incorruptible, this is the Meat 
thou muſt live upon for ever ; thou deligbteſt 
\ mh © curious PiQure, why not 1n him that's al« 
together ;lavely 4 Thou' delighteſt in a delicate 
» Why [not 1n -him that's fairer +than the 
Childrenof Men? Thoudelighteſt.in a pleaſant 


QGartlen,: in well-order'd-Walks, in flowry Mea- 


dows;Why not in him, whoſe Gracious Preſence: 
&n make a Dungeon a Paradiſe ? Hoiſe up thy 
Sails, O my Soul, let thy defires crave all that - 
DN: | AAa2 Tis 
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rich, good, and magnificent ; Why, in God thou 
haſt it all, in a moſt eminent manner; while 
others delight in their plenty, thou canſt delight 
in him,who is plenteous in Mercy unto all them, 
that call upon him;while others delight in know- 
ledge, thoucanſt delight in him, in whom are 
all the treaſures of Wiſdomzwhile others delight 
inthe proteCtion of their Friends, thou canſt de- 
light in him, who is a preſent help in the time 
of trouble ; while others delight in a ſtately 
Seat, thou canft delight in the ſecret place 
and in the ſhadow of the Almighty. O my 


;-.. God, thou fatisfieſt the hungry Soul, and filleſt 


the thirſty Soul with Goodneſs. The Soul can» 
not crave beyond what thoucanſt give, nor aske 
more than thouart ableto afford ; the deſires 
of the Soul are not ſo infinite, but thy Store 
and Plenty is unfpeakably more infinite than 
our deſires. They thar cannot delight in thee, 
have ſtrange brutiſh Souls ! They ſee not how' 
thou goeſt, how thou,my God, goeft in the San- 
_ -Qtuaryz they never felt thy Holy influences ; 
they know not, what Peace thou ſpeakeſt unto 
thy People; they are not ſenſible how thou doſt 
encourage thoſe, that. ſerve thee; they are not 
ſenſible how great the Rewards are, thou haſt 
laid up for Men,that forget what is behind them, 
and ſeek firſt thy Kingdom, and- its righteouſ- 
neſs. . O Goodneſs, Immenſe, and Infinite! If 
every ſingle Good is pleaſant, and delightful,how 
delightful muſt thou be, who art that wide 
and ample Sea, into which all theſe RY 

| a 
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Relations, Pll delight in having the great Sa 
viour of the World, for my elder Brother ; ' 


palities, ll delight in him who hath made me 


| he ſhall give the deſires of my heart, Pal. 
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and Emanations of Goodneſs run / If created 
life be pleaſant, how pleaſant muſt thou be, 
which givelt that life / If created Wiſdom be 
amiable,how amiable muſt thou be,ftrom whom 
that Wiſdom flows. O my God, Lſee, how all 
the pleaſant things ofthe World periſh,butthou 
art the ame, and thy years do not fail, and thou 
endureſt from one generation to another ; here 
therefore Pll fix my Delight ; on this Rock I'll 
build my Joy ; while others delight in numbring 
their bags, I'll delight in numbring the loving 
kindneſſes of my God ; while others delight in 
their preferment, I'll delight in being adopted 
into the Glorious liberty of God's Children 
while others delight. in the greatneſs of their 


— 
—— 


while others delight in their Farms, and Oxen, 
II delight in my Title to the Tree of Lite; 
while others delight in Kingdoms, and Princi- 


2 King and Prieſt unto God, and to his Fa- 
ther; I will delight = in the Lord, and 


=h—_—_ 
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Did the Man, who is almoſt perſuaded into 


Charity, but ſeriouſly conſider, what a ſtreſs 
the Goſpel layes upon this Pious liberality ; how 
Chriſt in the laſt day, is reſolv'd to inſilt more 
upon this Duty, than uponany other; how he 
!S but a Steward of thoſe Bleflings he enjoys ; 


and how God gave him that Eſtate he hath, 
Aa 3 with 


— _ 
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with this very intent, thae he ſhould be: bene+ 
ficial to thoſe, whom» Providence hath made 
objefts of his Bounty; how great an  mapedi- 
ment his extream fondneſsof this Workds Goods, | 
1s to his future happineſs; how it darkens his 
Graces, clouds his Comforts, hardens his Hearr, 
ſears his Conſcience, enflaves him tothe Devil; 
How his Charity is no more than Juftice, a due 
debt he owes to his poor neighbor, for which 
reaſon, the Holy Ghoft calls Mens Alms, righ- 
zeonſnſs, fo that with-holding our hands from 
giving to People in neceſſity, or from-aſhiting 
them in time of need, 1s robbing of them of 
that, which is their due ; how difficult, nay 
how impoſlible is it for'a Man,. that dotes on 
theſe outward Comforts; 'to become a .true Dil> 
ciple of Chrif? with what earneſtneſs all the 
Prophets and Apoſtles ' of old , have recom- | 
mended this Honouring of God with. our Sub- 
ſtance, and with the Firſt Fruits: of our Ins 
creaſe ; How kind God?s Aſpect 1s to this Du- 
ty; How great God's condeſcenſion is, in 
being willing to accept of thar, as done to him- 
{elf, which is done to his Servants, or Chriſt's 
diſtreſſed Members ; How lignally he bleſſes this 
Virtue, how all Faith is-dead without 1t, how 
vainly that Man hopes for Heaven, that hath 
no bowels of compaſſion; ſay, would rhe Man, 
that 1s unreſoly*d, whether” he ſhall deny him- 
ſelf, and give away conſiderably to Pious uſes, 
but ponder all theſe arguments, by the afliſtence' 
of God, it would make him relolye to ay by 


q 
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fach a portion of all his gain, and-in-comes for 
God's Service,and keepto'it, and ſtop his Ears 
againſt all the ſuggeſtions of the Devil to the 
contrary, and reſign himſelf entirely, to God's 
Providence, and leave it- to God, how, 'and 
when, and where to make him amends for it, 
and believe, that it will moſt certainly bere« 
5 to him in the RelurreWion of the 

uſt, 
"  Meekyeſs is lo great a' Duty of the Goſpel, 
that Chr; makes it the diſtinguiſhing charatter 
of his-Diſciples, and indeed,” none is more like- 
CROR toit, than he 'that makes it his bu- 
inceſs toconfider, how famous ſome of the Hea- 
thes: were for this Virtue; How Pericles. bid 
his Servant light him home, who had Tailed | 
againſt him, all day ; how Socrates put by the 
calumnies that were caſt upon him with" this, 
That the landerer had ſaid nothing of him, that 
he found himſelf to be guilty of ; How Dion of 
Alexanarit was filent under all the reproaches, 
that were thrown upon him ; how unworthy 
ofa Chriſtian it is to doleſs, with all the helps 
of Grace, than the other, by the afhiſtence of 
Nature only ; how this is to have the'ſame mind 
which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus ; what miſchiefs 
ſudden Anger hurries Men into, how ſeverely 
| the Great Redeemer of the World checks his 
Diſciples, that call for Fire from Heaven to con- 
fume' the Men, who' had denied their Maſter 
Lodging ; how great theconqueſt is, to ſubdue 
thoſe Paſflions, which would engage us to wrath 

on Aa 4 and 


\ 
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and fury ; how diſcreetly that Mancan aR, that 
curbs thoſe unruly atteQtions ; how this excel- 


lent quality adorns the Goſpel of our Sayiour ; 


how it diſpoſes Men for a fatisfattory diſchatge 


of their Duty towards God 3 How great evils 
and inconveniences it prevents; How many 
times it melts the 0. a it there be apy in- 
genuity 1n him, and-wins moreupon him, than 
all the fierceproceedings, we can uſe; How great 
a preparatiye it is for a good name, and how 
Men, who underſtand what Self-conqueſt means, 
cannot but commend and celebrate it ; how 
in Hiſtory,, Men, famous for this Grace, are ex- 
tolPd above the greateſt Conquerors; How 
Heaven cannot but applaud it, to ſee Men ſtrive 
to be perfeCt, as their Father in Heaven is per- 
fect 3 How great Wiſdom it argues, to be zea- 
lous in God's cauſe, when his Glory is affronted, 
and meek in our own concerns and injuries 5 
What Peace, what SatisfaCtion 1t cauſes in the 
Soul, what Bleſſings are entaild upon it 3 How 
comfortably thoſe, who have endeavour'd ro 
be maſtersof this temper, may leave this World, 
and dye, as the Jews ſay of Moſes, the meek- 
eſt off Meo, at the Kiſs of God into Eternal 
Clory. 

Santtifigation of the Lords day, or, which is 
all one, conſecrating that day to God?s Service, 
and ſpending it in publick and private Religi- 
ous Exerciſcs, in Meditating, hearing the Word, 
prailing of God, good Works, and Spiritual 
Conterences, 1s a thing, which devout Corgſy 

PD . avey 
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have, in all ages, thought themſelves obliged 
to obſerve; and certainly he will find 'grear 
reaſon to follow them, that ſhall "engage his 
Soul ſeriouſly to conſider ſome, ſuch circum- 
ſtances, as theſe. How Holy is this day! How 
ſhould my Soul rejoyce at the dawning of it! 
this is the day which the Lord hath. made, and 
which isto put me in mind of the greateſt mer- 
cy, that was ever vouchſafed to Mankind : Can 
Gro be any thing more coſtly than the Re- 
. demption of Man? or can I ſpend too much 
time in commemorating ſo Glorious a Favour ? 
I that can ſpend time in rehearſing, what Jewels 
my Parents haveleft me,what Houſes they have: 
bequeath'd me, what Lands they have affign'd 
to me, what moveables they have given me 

ſhall I think much in ſpending one day in ſeven, 
in rehearſing what God hath done for my Soul? 
When God allows me fix days in the week, 
to follow the buſineſs of my lawful Calling, 
cannot I allow one day entire for his Service? 
' Are the concerns of my Soul fo trivial, that 
they do not deſerve one day in the week ? 
or, is Salvation ſo eaſe a thing, that, to ſpend 
much time in the contrivance of it, is alto, 
gether needleſs ?Ican allow a whole day, ſome- 
times two or three, for the recreation of my 


Pody, and muſt my Soul have none to Feaſt its. 


ſelf upon God and endleſs Glory? Alas! How 
little do thoſe flaſhes of contemplating God 1n 
the week days, which are ſo often interrupted 
by worldly buſineſs, warm the Soul ? How little 

| | | ary 
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are Mens affteQions wrought upon by thoſe fits 
of Devotion, except they rake a whole day 
towarm their Souls at the beams of the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs ? Alas! How lictle ſerioufneſs 
do.I ſee in thoſe Families, where this day is not 
Religioufly ſpent, where every Perſon is per- 
mitted to uſe their liberty, and where the pub- 
lick. Exerciſes, in the Church are not ſeconded 
by. private Diſcourſes, and Prayers, and Cele- 
brations of the Goodneſs of God ! How looſe, 
how vain, how fooliſh, are they commonly ! 
How little do they mind the power of Reli». | 
pion! How little are they acquainted with the 
piritual part of Godlineſs! What liberty do 
they give themſelves in their ations, ſach asa 
conſcientious Man will beafraid of ! Where is 
my ſelf-denial, if I cannot deny myſelf in my 
Worldly Diſcourſes,or Thoughts,one day ? How 
can I hope my Spiritual wants and neceſſities 
ſhould ever be diſcover'd to me, except I doin 
my Cloſet apply,what I have heard in the Houſe 
of God, and water the incorruptible Seed that 
is ſown in my, Heart, by ſelf-examination, that 
it may grow, and ſprout, and bear Fruit ? O the 
Joy, the Comfort, the Satisfa&ion I might reap 
from the ſincere SanCtificarion of this day ! How 
quietly might Ilye down at night, after ſo ſweet 
aconverſe.with God all day £ How ſoft would 
my Reſt be, having worked in God's Vineyard 
ſo many hours? How joyfully might I riſe next 
Mormng,.and comfort mylelf with the happy 
remembrance of Bleſſings ; my Soul hath re- 
| ceiv'd | 


— 
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ceiv'd the .day before 2 'Ehus. to obſerve. and 
ta improve this day, would be'a Prologue to 
my everlaſting Rett;a Preface to my Eternal. re» 
poſein Abraham's boſom ; a Prefage;that I ſhould 
ere long reſt from all Tears and Sorrow, 'amd 
Pain, andAnguifh, and from-all. the temptari< 
ons of: the Warld, the Fleſh, and the; De- 
vil, and be admitted into-the Quire of Angels, 
to prarfe him day and night, wholives.for ever 
and; ever. | | (106) 260206 
- In this manner, all other Nuties may becom- 
paſs'd, the: Beauty, Glory, Uſefulneſs of theny 
thus ſpread before: the Underftanding, Will 
and - Aﬀections, are. apt to work: upon theſe 
Faculties, and they being prevail'd upon, tbe 
Eyes, the Ears, the Hands, the Feer , with 
quickly do their 'part, and ſhew their \xeadis- 
neſs to obey the Commands of thetr Saperior 


I, Y 
LE It helps Men to improve external Objedts, 
| Into very comfortable Contemplations. Wh 
take a view of the Sun, and Moon, .and Stars, 
or-refle&t on the Air, Fire, Earth, and Water, 
Confideration may furniſh me with very excet- 
lent Fruths, and the. nobleft Lefſons of 'Reli- 
gion. Confideration can Metamorphole objects, 
and fpiritualize:them, and find out the fecrer 
deſigns of the. Almighty, 1a thoſe Creatures, 
which the fenſual Man looks upon, and, likea: 
Beaft, .pafſes by, without any admiration; This: 
eyecan pierce through ſolid bodies, and readthe: 
wholſom Leſſons which lie hid under ns 
&r 
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fer:Mantles. For after thismanner it may argue, 
Take wings, O my Soul, x rr to yonder Hea- 
ven, where the Almighty {et a Tabernacle 
for the Sun, which is as a Bridegroom comin 
out of his Chamber, and rejoyces as a Giant t 
run his race ; | Behold, how this Glorious Planet, 
the 'great Almoner of Heaven, when he riſes, 
revivesevery living thing with his kindly beams, 
and will.not the increated Sun, from whom this 
bright Star borrows his ſhining Rayes, when he 
ſhall riſe unto the Spirits of Men made perfe&t 
urthe laſt day, fill them all with unſpeakable 
joy and gladneſs; and asa diſmal uncomforta- 
ble darkneſs ſucceeds, when this created Sun 
doth leave our Hemiſphere, ſo think, how dread- 
ful, how full of horror, and diſconſolateneſs that 
darkneſs muſt be, which muſt unavoidably fall 
an wretched 1impenitent finners, that would take 
no warning, when the increated Sun ſhall with- 
draw from them his beatifical Preſence for ever : 
Behold this created Sun, how many thouſand 
kindnefles it beftows upon Mankind, and doth 
not this put thee in mind of the Father of Lights, 
from whomevery goad and perfett gift deſcends? 
How much bigger is this ſhining Body,than the 
whole Earth; and doſt not thou remember,how, 
before thy God, all Mankind are as Graſhoppers, 
qr rather, as the duſt of the Ballance, nay, lighter 
than nothing, and vanity. The Sun, that he 
may. enlighten the whole World, is forced to go 


trom one placeto another z but thy God, at one 
and 
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and the ſame time without moving His ftation, ' 
can fill: Heaven and Earth with his Glory. * ” * 

Behold, O my Soul, the next great Light, the 
Moon, which, the nearer it approaches the Sun, 
the brighter it grows in that part, 'which looks” 
towards Heaven, tho it becomes darker in rhat * 

rt, which looks towards the Earth, and when 
it is oppoſite to the Sun, loſesall chat bri htneſs” 
it had in its conjunion with the Sun, and ts: 
ly bright inthat part, which reſpetsthis lower 
World ; and doſt not thou ſee a very lively Em-' 
blem of a converted, and unconvetted, ſider 
in this luminary ? Behold, the nearer oat 
proacheſt the Sun of Righteouſneſs i in Purity 
Holineſs, the greater luſter, and the greater hap-" 
pineſs thou receivelt; the Inhabitantsof Heavesg' 
behold thy Brightneſs and opera re © and ap» 
plaud it, though ſenſual —_— thiok thee 
all darkneſs, all obſcari wm Ser doſt not 
wallow 1n works of dar Ap with them'3 t 
may be, look upon thee as mad and diſt 
becauſe thou art fo buſie, ſo earneſt, ſo where 
to pleake thy God, and ſpendeſt fo much = 
prailing,and magnifying,and glorifying of kim; 
but thoſe that dwell in yonder region of Light, 
and Bliſs, know that then,and not till then; 
art Maſter of thy Reaſon, and doſt a&t like:® 
perſon, that*s capable of being made pa 
the Divine Nature. Ina word, cfiow | art ro ge 
tothem above, and Night to Men beneath, © 
the other fide, when _ turneſtthy back: _ 
God, walk*t oppofite , and ctirtary to Him 

whatever 


whatever reſpet and: credit thou mayſt have 
from the World, God and his holy Angels look 
upon thee, as darkneſs 5 thy Underſtanding, 
which is that part, which properly {ooks t6-- 
wards Heaven, loſes all its brightneſs ; and no. 
marvel, for God alone can fatisfieit; and he be-: 
ing-gone, that. part, mult needs beperfeQnjghe ;; 
and ng wonder, 'if, upon this darknels, thy loye. 
inclines vigorouſly to'the World, and thy. afs 

00s [are 'alcogerher carried: out: after ;the! 
drofs and,dung of this tranktory Earth, if thy 
thoughts arc. gll engaged about the World, all 
thy. Speeches. em log. about*the World, and. 
thou becomſt wile for the World, and loſeſt all 
thy. Wiſdom far God, and -for Salvation, and 
thoy art Night to the Spirits above, and Dayto 


Men below. ...- 
..O my Soul, canft thou look ypon the Sun 
and Moon, and, not remember how differently 
Godideals with: triumphing Saints in Heaven, 
ind 'his Militant Church-here on Earth 2 They 
enzoy 4 perpetual Sun-ſhine, we are allow'd no 
mpre.'but Moon-light z we ſee, as it were, 
uph a glaſs, darkly ; they, face to. face: 
Their light, like that of the $un, -nevyer leſſens ; 
ours, like'that of the Moon, is ſometimes great- 
er, {ometimeslefs, and ſometimes we have none 
at, all; How often doth the afflicted Believer 
walk;in.darkneſs?. God hides the light of his 
Countenance from him , and he is troubled : 


Sometune he is all joy, by and by all darkneſs 


again ; ſometimes he is like St. Paul, wrapt up 
into 


into the third: Heaven ;.:ſometimes like Meg, 

that' ſee God's/Wonders: in the deep, . he ge $ 
down again to the :depths, and, his Soyl = 
becaule of trouble 5: how clear are the appre- 
henfions ſometimes. he hath of the loye and mers 
coy:of :God ! and he:ſeems to be able to'compre- 
hend- with all Saints, , wha ;is, che depth and 
breadth of the. love of God. How, often, on 
the other ſide, is a veil drawn oyer all che 


bright: conceptions., and he grovel ing in-d] 
Gaſt What floods -of Conſolation :doth'God 


ſometimes Balrans, woe his Soul? whereas at 
other times thoſe comitorts comedown in drops, 
which -uſed ta' come. in ſhowers 3 How great 
ſometimes is his ſtrength againit temptations? 
How weak is his courage,at another? . Howl 

the great Je/«s'can he ſometinges rebukejthe 
Winds, and Waves, and make the,Sea calm, and. 
at:anotherfirhe;how ready! is he! to, faint wi 

the Diſciples, atid 10,J0ok-upgn himſelf a5Jolb! 


How chearfully fometimes can he cry our, i; 


ao wllrtiitegs throng Chriſt who ſtrengthens an 
How mournfully'is he forced to expreſs his 
atanbther, Te a; Law 1» my members warring 
ae ainſt the Law of my mind, and bringing me.iutp 
captivity to the Law of Sin, i Iu 
Behold, Omy Soul, the vaſt number of the 
Stars and Lamps of Heaven, how wiſe, how 
powerfiil is that God that made. them > Who 
can look upon thoſe carious iLights , without 
admiring their Creator? - Behold, they riſe and 
-go:down.at his command, and do-not fail one 
minute 
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minute of their appointed timez how ſhould | 


this teach thee Obedience? How chearfull 
ſhouldſt thou run at the Command of thy God? 
Theſe Glorious Stars, though their number be 
vaſtly great, yet they never claſh, or diſagree, 
one with another; How ſhould this engage 
thee to unfeigned Charity, and Peaceableneſs? 
How ſhould this put thee upon - promoting 
eace, and Concord, and Agreementamong thy 
Neighbors? And do nor- theſe Stars put thee 
in'mind,'how er'e long thou ſhalt ſhine as the 
Stars inthe Firmament for ever.? Happy Hour ! 
Bleſſed Day! when thou ſhalt be cloathed with 
. ndor, and 'Immortality, when thou ſhalt 
Tes- Night no more,and ſhalt need no Candle, neis 
ther light of the Sun, but the' Lord ſhall give thet 

tight, and thou ſhalt reign with him for ever;. 
2" "Come down lower, O mySoul, I have not 
(hors yet with' God's wondetful Works -res 
filet upon the Air, in which all ſenſitive  Crea- 
"tures breathe; without this Air,the whole Crea+ 
tion (would die; *tis-this that keeps Meny.and 
Beaſts, and all Plants,and Herbs,alivez See how 
all Creatures, when ready to: be {mother'd, ups 
on letting in of Air, do all revive, and live a- 
Fain; and is not the Holy Spirit of God, O my 
"Soul, the very ſame to thee, that the Air is to 
al] Creatures ; without this Spirit of God toen- 
Hghten, to move, and to dire thee, thou haſt 
the name that thou liveſt, but thou art dead ; 
4t*sthis Spirit-muſt give thee life, it's he that 
muſt warm thee into a praftical love of :God's - 
It's 


ki. —qQ  V dr 


ſervice of Man, Pſal. 104. 10, 11,13, 14. When 
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ty's he that muſt live in thee, that thou mayſt 


not fulfil the defires of the Fleſh; it's he muſt 
teach thee how to pray ; it's he mult help thy 
infirmities, and bear witneſs with thy ſpirit, 
that thou art a Child of God : Beg this rich 
gift at the hands of God, and thou {ſhalt have 
it; ſeek it, and thou ſhalt. find it; knock ar 
Heaven-Gate for it, and God will open, and 
zrant thee thy hearts deſire. 

Behold, O my Soul, how vain and fooliſh 
thoſe Men are, that will not believe the Being 
of Angels, or of Spirits, becauſe 'they never 
aw any ; Can they ſee the Air? And why do 
not they queſtion,whether there be ſuch a thing 
as Air, or no? This Air: ſupports all Crea« 
tures, ſo doth thy God much more. He ſends 
the Springs into the Valleys, which run among the. 
Hills : They give Drink to 'every Beaſt of the 
Field, the wild Aſſes quench their thirſt, He 
watereth the Hills from his Chambers, the Earth 
#« ſatisfied with the Fruit of his Works., He cauſes 
the Graſs to grow for the Cattel, and Herbs Wc 


this Air yer to all groſs Bodies , and lets. 
them paſs without oppoſition, how doth it 


read to thee Leftures of Patience and Humili- 
ty ? In that Flexibility, thou mayſt ſee the fin« 
'fu 


Ineſs of thy inexorable temper , - the odiou(s 


nfs of thy revengeful deſires, and reviling a- 


gain when thou art reviled, and giving the of- 
e 


nder as good as he brings ; the Air reproves, ---: 


thee, whed thou art deaf-to all entreaties to-be 
| ' Bb tecon- ' 
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reconciled to him that hath injur'dthee, when - 


thou' wilt not yield to the humble ſupplicationt 
of diftreſſed creatures, and when thou Cotnr 
thy own humour to all the rational perſuafions 
of wiſer Men than thy ſelf. 

Look upon the Fire, O my Soul, and be« 
hold how differently it aCts upon Bodies it meets 
withal, how it conſumes the Hay and Stubble, 
and cleanſeth and purites Gold- and Silver; 
Poſt thou not fee here, as in a Glafs, how th 
God deſtroys the workers of iniquity, and a 
vances, and increafes, and puriflek the defires 
4nd affeQions of a, devout and religious,Soul! 
Thou ſeeft how hard and black Iron'is, when 
It is nor near the Fire, and how bright and 
tractable it becomes'n the Fire ;' and is not this 
the true Picture of a ſinner? While he 1s xz 
ſtranger to. the Law of Cod, he hardens is 


Heart” as Flint and'Adamant , no threarnings 


pierce bim, no  promifes prevail with him, ns 
judgments fright him, no providences move 
himgho mercies melt him ; he defies the whole 
Armour of God;and fighteth againſt himzhis fins 
fland'{tif, this luſts remain unſhaken ; he feeds 
upon God's bleffings as Swine do upon Acorns, 
witfour minding the Hand that throws them 
down ; he hears Sermons, but they awake him 
not 5 he is intreated , but flights the jnvitatge 
an 3 he is reproved, but laughs at the reprehen- 
ſion; but Me that holy Fire, the love of God, 
enters into his heart, how flexible, how tra- 
table, doth he grow > How doth the _ by 


. 


| 
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Gol! Eodſtrain Hitn to avoid fih, atid to bid de- 

fiance to. all the works of darkneſs? He that. 
before feorn'd :to hear the glad tidings of the 
Goſpel, how doth he now fabmit to Chriſt's 
eafie yoke? He rhat before thought ſuch a du- 
ty unfit atid improper for a' perſon of his qua- 
lity, how chearfully doth he now bow and 
yield to it? He that before had a thouſand ex- 
cuſes; why heconld not do what Chriſt enjoyns 
tim, how doth he now lay all thoſe idle apo- 
logies by ? He that before was churlifh, be- 
cores now affable and courteous : He that be- 
fore was apt to be very angry at the leaſt af- 
froft, now bears it more quietly : He that be- 
fore - pttt 6ff the Eternal God with the meaneſt 
of his endeavours, now is willing to give him 
_ the fat and ſtrength of his affeftions : He that 
before'could hear Miniſters call to him, and call 
4947 without effeft, now cries out, Sirs, What 
muſt T dv to be ſaved? He that before could 
riot be perſnaded ro walk in the ſtrait way, 
tow'runs in the way of God's Commandments. 
Bleſſed Fire, which, like the hattow'd flames 
of Heaven, confumes not, but illuminates; ne- 
ver ſuffers the heart ro be hardned, but puri- 
fies it 3 doth not ſtraiten the Soul, but elevates 
it ; doth riot clog, but refine it 3 doth not con» 
found, bur ſablime it 3 deſtroys the droſs, but 
preſerves the gold, and burns away all uns - 
ckan atid inordinate paſſions, and all immo- 

derate cares of this World, but raifes the Sotil 

above'the' World, and engages it to fly above 

kÞ | Bb 2 thoſe 
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thoſe things, which ſerve only to fill Men hearts 


. with anguiſh and vexation. | 
——=Lay aſide this objeCt for a little while, O my 


Soul, and look upon that Earth thou walk 
on; this is the place, our bodies muſt neceſſa. 
rily reſt in? but when thou ſeeſt that centre of 
all heavy Bodies, forget not to think who it is, 
that is thy proper Centre and Reſting-place z 
That's a groaning, bleeding, dying Saviour. 
Think, O my Soul, on the ſenſual and luxuri- 
ous Men of this World, what pains they take 
to find out reſt for their Souls ; !i1ke Spiders, 
they run from one Herb to another, and yer 
cannot purge their poiſon, z. e. their diſcon- 
tent away ; they give themſelves to Wine, lay 
hold on folly, make them great Works, build 
them Houſes, plant them Vineyards, make them 
Gardens and Orchards, and plant Trees in 
them of all kind of Fruits; get them Servants 
and Maidens , procure ample Poſſefſions of 
great and {mall Cattcl; gather Silver and Gold, 
get them Men-fingers and Wormen-fingers,and 
all the delights of che Sons of Men ; and what- 
ſoever their eyes deſire, they keep it not from 
them, Eccleſ. 2, 3, 4, &c. But when, with 
the Sybarites, they have rolFd on Beds. of Vio- 
lets, and toſſed their fancies from one pleaſure 
to another, and come to ſfiand on the brink of 
- another World,they find to their ſorrow, when 
?tis toolate, that here is not their reſt, and that 
their ſouls can reſt no where, but where infinite 
fatisfaCtion is to be had, even in God, bien 
: or 
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for evermore. God is thy reſt indeed, O my 
foul ; and when thou canſt hide thy ſelf in the 
wounds of thy Great Redeemer, then, then thou 
art ſafe, and the Gates of Hell are not able to 
prevail againſt thee. —_— 

Canſt thou ſee how plenrifully the Earth 
rovides for Mankind, and forget what provi- 
Fon God makes for thee, that thou mayſt not 
miſs of the Crown of Righteouſneſs hereafter ? 
and when thou ſeeſt how all things, the Earth - 
produces, praiſe their Creator in their way,and 
ſhew forth his Glory ; Can'ft thou be ſilent, or 
forbear to be perpetually extolling the good- 
neſs of that God, that hath given thee a tongue 
on purpoſe to ſpeak thoſe praiſes, whereofother 
Creatures make but a dumb ſhew? Thou ſeeſt 
how this Earth produces Gold and Silver ; and 
how beauriful the Carpets are, on which it in- 
vites her Inhabitants to walk; and if this 
Earth be fo glorious, what will Heaven be ? 
If the Houſe which God vouchſafes to his ene» 
mies be ſo ſplendid, what will his own Palacebe, - 
where none but himſelf and his ſervants ſhall 
dwell for ever? If the outward Court be fo 
Magnificent, what muſt the Preſence-Cham- 
ber of the King of Kings be ? If Gold and Silver, 
by their glittering, dazle the eyes of ſpeCtators 
here, What will the beatifical Preſence of 'Al- 
mighty God do, which is beyond all the ſhine 
an fuftre that Gold and precious Stoney 
afford >. 
- From the Earth, O my Soul, {launch out n- 
- Bb 3 tg 
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to the Waters; How uſeful are the Lean 

ſuggeſted to thee by this Element 2 Canſt thou 

lock upon Water, and not refle&t on the Grace 
of God, which hath appear'd to all Men? how 
this waſhes the Souls of Believers from all filthi- 
neſs, both of Fleſhand Spirit ; how 1t quenches 
the fire of ſinful Luſts in Men; how it takes a- 
way V.ens thirſt, and greedinels, after theſe ſah- 
lunary comforts; how 1t cools the. Soul under 
the greatelt heat of miſeryz how it makes many 
of one mind,as the innumerable Atomes of Flaw- 
er £0 together in Water, to make up one Loaf of 
Bread, and unites Millions of Men, under one 
Head, the Lord Je/# Chriſt. Behold the Springs 
and Fountains, which, like Pearls, adorn, the 
curious Fabrick of the Earth ; Canſt thou call 
them Fountains, and, Doth not that Name put 
thee in mind of the Fountain of Life, the Foun 
tain of Wiſdom, the Fountain of living Wa- 
ters, and the Fountain open'd for the Hopſe of 
Judah and Jeruſalem, for Sin and for Unckan- 
neſs 2 Do but think what riches flow trom, thar 
everlaſting Spring ! Thy God is the very Foun- 
tain of all Beings; in him, and to: him, and 
through him, are all things ; he depends on.no 
Cauſes, he hath need of no afiftence, nothing 

can hurt Jim, but all things depend upon tym; 

he 1s the beginning of all things without a be; 

21aning, the end without end; the great, Cauſe 

without a cauſe ; infinite, unlimited, immenſe, 

and incomprehenſible ; Refreſh thy ſelf, Q,my 

Soul, in this never-fading, and inexhauſfible 
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Fountain ; admire him, ferve him, love him, de- 
fire him, deſpiſe all otherghings in compariſon 
of him, for he alone can{$0ly all thy wants and 
neceſhties, content thy affeftions here, and fill 
thee with everlaſting comfort hereafter. 

HI, It wonderfully ſupports Men under affli- 
Etions, for our impatience lies in our minds, and 
where the diſeaſe begins, there it's fit the cure 
ſhould begin; bur, Which way ſhould the Mind 
be cur*d, but by Conſideration ? It's this muſt 
anſwer all the Objettions that Fleſh and Blood 
ſuggeſt to the Mind ; It's this muſt ſilence all 
the arguments, which ſeem to juſtihe our mur- 


 - Murs againſt the diſmal providence we meet 


withal, and the thoughts which cauſe our dif- 
content. muſt be expelPd 'by thoughts of our 
demerits, and God's juſtice z  and- withour-all 
peradventure, that Man ſhall beable to bear his 
tribulation better, that thus reaſons the caſe 
with himſelf, Why art thou caſt down, O my 
Soul, and,. Why art thou ſo diſquieted within 
me? Flath thy God a hand in this afiction, or 
hath he not ? If he hath not, Where is his Pro- 
vidence.? If he hath, Why doſt thou grumble? 
Doth not thy God know. better, what 1s expe- 
dient for thee, than thy ſelf? Ts he a]l wiſe, and 
Doth not he know what Medicines are fitteſt 
for thee £ Thou art his Creature, and, May 
not he do with his own what he pleaſes? Thou 
haſt ſinn'd againſt hin, and Muſt not he corre& 
Thee.?. Thou haſt affronted him, and, Muſt not 
he uſe his. Rod 2 Thou'haft forſaken him, and, 

7; "37 third Muſt 


Muſt not he ſhew his diſpleaſure againſt thy ige 
gratitude? Doſt not thou correct thy Child 
when he is Stubborn? and, Doſt thou let th 
Servant go without chiding, that doth neglet 
the buſineſs thou haſt recommended to his care ? 
May be, thou haſt ſerv*'d thy God, and led a ſo- 
ber life, but, Was it a life {o blameleſs, that it 
had no defe&s? and, Muſt not thoſe defects en- 
dure that fiery Tryal, that they may be burnt 
away? Haſt thou receiv'd the good at the hand 
of the Lord, and, ſhalt not thou receive the 
evil alſo? How long hath God ſpared thee,who 
might long ago have poured out the vials of his 
wrath upon thee? Haſt not thou reaſon to thank 
him for chaſtiſing thee, but now, who might 
have done it much ſooner ?JAlas! Why ſhould'ft 
thonthink he doth thee wrong, by ſending this 
croſs upon thee, who Iſt deſerved no lels than 
Damnation ? Are not Rods gentler. than Score 
rag ? and, Drops of Gods anger more tolera- 
ble, than flouds of his diſpleaſure? Thou art 
in pain; but, What is this to Hell Fire? Thou 
art in Torments ; but, What 1s this to the Ago- 
nies, the unhappy Spirits in the burning Lake 
endure £ How great a Mercy is it, that it is not 
worſe with thee? The Waters of Marah, which 
are but to the Ancles now, How ſoon mighr 
God increaſe them to the Knees, and make 
them a River that could nt be paſs'd opvere And 
he that doth but frown now, How eaſily might 
he Thunder ? Conſider, O my Soul, thon art 
_ "not call'dto AT Yank to Gibbets, to Fire, to 
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the Sword, to Gridirons, to wild Beaſts, asthe 


Martyrs of old were; If thou complaint now, 
What would'ft thou do, if thou wert calPd to 
Martyrdom? Look upon Fe/#s, the Author, and 
Captain of thy Salvation, who was made perfe&t 
through ſufferings: Art thou better than the 
Son of God? Look upon the Apoſtles, look 
upon the Primitive Saints that were torn aſun- 
der, ſtoned, lain with the Sword, wandred 
about in Sheep-skins, and Goat-skins, were de- 
ſtitute, tormented, afMlifted ; and, Art thou a 


greater Saint than they ? Why ſhould'ſt thou 


expeft better dealing at God's hands,than they ? 
thou art not alone in Miſery, thou haft whole 
Armies of Holy Men to bear thee company ; 
Canſt thou look upon yonder Heaven, and 
repine ? Canſt thou behold that Glory, which 
God hath prepared for thee, and think much of 
theſe fiery Trials? The hopes of a Kingdom 
makes a Captive Prince merry, though he isin 
Priſon; and, Shall not the hopes of yonder 
joys, keep thy heart from ſinking? When 
a Socrates can chearfully ſubmit to the unjuſt 
Sentence of the Athenians, upon no other ac- 
count but this, becauſe it was God's will ? Shalt 
thou,who art a Chriſtian, lie frettingat thy rrou- 
ble,as if thou mean'(t toreſiſt and controul God's 
will? Wilt not thou give God leaveto uſe that. 
priviledge in his great Houſe, the World, which 
every Peaſant uſesin his Cottage, and lay what 
burthens he pleaſes on his Servants? Shall he 
fay, Suffer thou this Afiiftion ; and wilt thou 
anſwer, with that 1I]-oatur'd Son in the Oo- 
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|, Iwil wot? Look, O my Soul, look upon 

the benefit thou wilt receive by this providenee; 
hou waſt proud before,ſtay a while,and this ca- 
amity ill make thee humble ; thou didſt de. 
iſe thy God before, have a little patience, ang 
this trouble will drive thee hence to thy Fathers 
koyſe 3 thou didſt play with the bread thy Fa- 
ther gavethee, this croſs will teach thee how to 
rizelt; thou didſt tryſt toomuch to thine own 
trength , this calamity will make thee relie al- 
together upon him, who hath promis'd to be 
thy refuge, thy hiding place, thy fortreſs, thy 
deliverer, thy ſtrong Tower, and the horn of 
thy Salvation : God knows what thoy wanteſt, 
and how thy wants njuſt be ſupplyed ; He ſees 
proſperity would undo thee ; he therefore takes 
1taway, and, likea tender Father, cries, Do thy 
ſelf no harm : He ſees ſuch a bleſſing would 
make thee ſarteit, he therefore wiſely prevents 
thy diſeaſe, by depriving thee of that Mercy : He 
lees ſuch a comfort woyld be but a Knife, or 
Sword in thy hand, and kill thee 3 he there- 
fore ſnatches it away, becauſe he would pre- 
{erve thee from Eternal rujne : He ſees thou art 
too much in love with this World, he therefore 
embittersthy ſweet morſels,to make thee weary 
of this barren Wilderneſs, and in love with that 
Kingdom which fades not away. Doft thoy 
blamea Phyſitian, becauſe he gives his Patient 
2 bitter Potion ? and, Wilt thou blame thy God, 
tor not pleaſuring thy palate with dainties, 
Which would encreaſe thy diſtemper ? Wouldft 
thou follow thy Saviour in Sun-ſhine only, and 
| | not 


| got go with him1ato the Garden of 


| driok of his Cp too ? God would.fave thee by. 
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Would'ſi thoy inherit his Crown of Glory, 
without wearing his Crown of Thorns here 3 
Would'ſt chou be wich him on Moung 7 akgy | 
ly,and not accompany him to Go/gorba? Would'h 
ul be about him only, - when he rides in x4» 
«nph.into Jeruſalem, and forlake him in the Day 
ſert 2 Would'it thou follow him oaly while hg 


4 
. 


| Loaves do laſt, and abandon him when he meaps 


bread far the multitude 2 Would'ft thoy gwna 
op only. when Men cry Hoſanza, and runaway 
rom him, when they cry out,Crucifie him, ? Wily 
thou eat of the ſame Bread he doth, and nox 


that burthen which lies upon thee ; and, Do 

thou prefer a little froth before an Etergal 
weight of Bleſſednels? Hagſbrhou rather enjoy: 
thy good thin here, than lye with Lazarus ia 
lhrabams bolom ? God ſees thou canft not bg, 
tappy withoug this affliftion ; and, Wilt thow, 
prefer living deliciqully for a few days, beforg 
the Rich Banquet God hath prepar'd for his a4 
vaurites in Paradiſe? O my Soul, it's bug a, _ 
liztle while yet, and thy Priſon will be chan; 
ped into.a Palace, thy Poverty into Ecernal, 
Riches, thy Bondage into perfeCt Liberty, thy, 
Perſecution into endleſs Joys, thy mourning 
Songs into Hallelujahs, thy Sorrow. 1gto Rivers 
of Delight. Alas !! What is a Priſon? . God's: 
Preſence can make, it a Heaven 3 Walls cannot 


keep out the Smiles and Glory of. the, Higheſt ;; 


What is Poverty ? Ic may. cogliſt, with ing. 
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Gods Jewel ; and, he that hath nothing in this * 
World to boaſt of, may have an incorruptible 
Crown to lay hold of, and be really richer than * 
the wealthieſt of Mankind. What are lan- 
ders and reproaches ? they cannot hurt the 
Soul, whatever _—_ they may do the Body ; | 
they come ſomtimes from Men, whoſe Tongue WF 
its no {lander; and, while thou art innocent in || 
the fight of God, thou art a Crows of Glory in 
the hand of the Lord, and a Royal Diadem in the 
hend of thy God ; and if ſo, How little need'ft 
thou matter the good opinion and eſteem of | 
Men, eſpecially when thy innocence ſhall be |] 
aimed one day, in the Ears of the whole | 
World. What is perſecution ? a Cloud, which 
foon paſſes away, and he that chearfully 'en- 
dures it, great is his reward in Heaven. De- | 
ir not, O my Soul, thou haſt to deal witha } 
|, who will lay no more upon thee than 
thou art able to bear, but with the temptation 
will make a way toeſcape, that thou may'ſt be 
able to bear it; one that doth not afflift the 
children of Men willingly, one that will certain- 
ly, .if thou obſtrudt not his operation by thy 
unbelief, ſo order thy Winter, thata moſt glo- 
rious Spring and Summer ſhall follow it. 

May be thy troubles are altogether Spiritual, 
and thou doſt not complain ſo much, becauſe 
thou art deſtitute of outward: convemences, as 
becauſe thy God is departed from thee: A de#p 
Jenſe of thy ſins afflits thee, thou ſeeſt the 
wrath of God hovering over thee, _—— 

| ides 
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7 hides his face from thee, thou art afraid, thou 
doſt not belong to him ; thou ſeeft not thy 
former tokens, nor feePſt thoſe gracious influ- 
ences, which formerly water*d and enriched all 
thy faculties ; but haſt thou ſuch low conceits 
+ of the everlaſting kindneſs of thy God, O my 
F Soul! why ſhould'ſt thou believe he hath for- 
\ faken thee, when he doth give thee daily teſti- 
monies of his love? What greater affurance 
| canſt thou have of God's love to thee, and of 
Chriſt's kind thoughts towards thee, than thy 
\ wearineſs of fin ? Haſt not thou heard thy Sg 
jo | Yiour call, Come to me, all ye that are weary and 
* | heavy loaden, and I will give ye reſt? Art not 
thou weary of iniquity ? Hadſt not. thou ra-, 
* | ther be rid of thar burthen, than keep ir? If 
| thou art not heartily reſolv'd to part with it, 
Why doſt thou complain? What makes thee 
cry out, O wretched creature that I am, who ſhall 
deliver me from the boay of this death ? What 
makes thee wiſh, that what thou haſt done 
apainſt God, were undone 2 What makes theo 
afraid of offending God 2 Why dolt thou 
weep? Why doſt thou watch agaiaſt thy cor»: 
ruptions ? What makes thee angry with thy- 
ſelf for diſpleaſing God 2 What makes thee 
breathe and pant after Chriſt, as the wounded: 
Hart -pants after the Water-brooks? What 
makes Chriſt ſo ſweet, and fin ſo bitter, to thee? 
What makes thee aſham'd of looking up to . 
Heaven ? Whence is it, that all the pretermeat, 
and riches of this world cannot tempt thee -- 
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fia Witfdlly  whetice is it tHat thou delighteft 
Hor in the edtnpany of fitihets, ' but thy delight 
i$ chiefly if theih that fear the Lord? If theſe 
be tiot ſighs of Grace, what &taratter of: Merz 
& wonld'ſt thon have ? Hath not thy God ſaid, 
# He'll love thoſe that do love him 2 Tf thou 
toy ſt hitm-hot, why art thou reſtleſs till thou en- 
joYeft him 2 If thou loveſt hifi not, wity doft 
—__" hith 2 Why art thou willing tofollow 
through friiſery, and the greateſt troubles; 

to befor ever with him? Thou haſt infirmities 
co wreſtle withal; but hath not thy God pro- 
AiPd thee, that Hel bruife Satan under thy feet 
ſhortly £ Thou canſt not totally maſter ſuch a 
corruption, but Joſt not thou fight againſt it ? 
thou nieeteſt with Temptations, but doft not 
ehou grappke with them 2? Satan follows thee, 
Þat doft not thou reſfift him? Thy Conſcience 
terrifiss thee, but haſt not thou the Croſs of 
Chrift to flie to? If God had a mind to kill 
ties, would he have ſhewn thee all theſe things ? 
If God were gone from thee, would not his Spi- 
rit be gone too? If thou haſt not the Spirit of 
God, what mean thy longings after God ? What 
means thy love to a _—_ life? Why doſt 
thotr pray ſo earneſtly for the fruit of the Spirit ? 
Why art thou altogether for a clean Heart ? And 
for renewing of a right Spirit within thee ? Are 
not theſe ſigns,that God's Spirit warms thy afte- 
Gions, and makes interceſſions for thee with 
groanings which cannot be uttered ? God ſeems 
to'go away, thatthourmayſt cry more earneſtly 
T after 
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after him, and clouds his comforts, that 
may*ſt ſue for them with greater importunity 
he lets thee {ink a little, that thou may*ſt cry 
with a louder voice, Lora, ſave me,or elſe I peri 
and falls aſleep in the Ship, that thou may'T 
take rhe greater pains ro wake hiri. He fees 
thou grow'ſt weary of his Favour, hethetefore 
darkens it, that thon may*ſt be at ome trouble 
to' recover it, and having recover'd it, et 'x 
greater price npon'tz he withdraws himfetf for 
awhile, that ar his return thy joy may be fut- 
ler; and bids his gracious influerices ſtop a while, 
that when they flow in upon thee again, they 
may fillall thy Faculties with gredter gadiefs'; 
thou canft not perform thy Duties with that 
alacrity and cheerfulneſs thou defir*ft, but ha! 
not thou reaſon to bleſs God, that thou dolt 
in g00d earneſt defire to do better * Was Hea- 
ven purchas'd in a moment, or Sin coniquier's 
inan Hour ? Is not the way to Lifea race, where 
Men muſt run on till they reach the mark ? 'G5; 
on, O my Soul, go on; the farther thou 
proceedeſt in God's ways, the {weeter thou" 
wilt find them ; the more thou ſtriveſt, the' 
more thou'lt conquer; and the oftner thou 
doſt addreſs thy ſelf to God, the more thy 
dulneſs and wearineſs will vaniſh ; and'the 
more thou lookeſt upon the everlaſting re- 
compence, the greater mind thou wilt have 
to go on from ſtrength to ſtrength. O my, 
Soul, hope in God, tor I ſhall yet praiſe _ 

whe 
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whois the health of my countenance, and my. . 
od. 


IV. It diſpoſes a man to be a worthy rereiver of 
the Lord's Suppey. Indeed I do not ſee, how, | 
without it,a man can receive any benefit by thar 
Bleſſed Sacrament ; for it being an Ordinance de- 
ſigned chiefly to impregnate the Soul with very 
ſtrong longingsand breathings after a crucified 
Saviour, with a deep ſenſe of the incomprehen- 
fible love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and with ear- 
neſt reſolutions to love' and obey him, before 
all the ditates of fleſh and blood, . and of our 
carnal intereſt, it is not to be conceiv®d, which 
way the Soul ſhould arrive to all this, without 
conſidering the end, nature, .and advantages of 
this Sacrament; and it's probable, a man may. 
then be affefted with this ſublime myſtery,when | 
he rouzes his Soul ſome ſuch way as this, Doſt 
thou rightly underſtand, O my Soul, what this 
xeat and tremendous Ordinance means? Be- 
old, thou art going to feaſt with that God, who 
ſtretches out the heavens like a curtain, and lays 
the beams of his chambers in thewaters, and makes 
the clouds his chariots, and rideth upon the wings 
of the wind, What, Feaſt with ſo glorious. a 
God, and come without a Wedding garment ? 
Sup with him, who dwelleth in the Heavens, 
and not purifie thy ſelf even as he is pure ? Can 
two walk together except they beagreed? What 
fellowſhiphath righteouſneſs with unrighteouſs. | 


neſ2and what communion hath light with dark- 
| nels ?- 
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neſs? What concord hath Chriſt with Be/;al? . 
What agreement bath the Temple of God with 
Idols? This is the great Ordinance, Omy Soul, 
which muſt either promote thy everlaſting hap- 
pineſs, or aggravate thy everlaſting condemga- 
tio. ; how happy may'it thou be, 1f this Sacra- 
ment charms-thee into a- fervent love to: th 
dear Redeemer? - But how wilt thou eſcape, 1f_ 
thou negleCt ſo great Salvation ? / Here are the 
teſt engagements, the greateſt morives.to a 
i, as. becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt ; here God . 
adjures thee (to.uſe.the words of the Church) 
by Chriſt"s agony and bloody ſweat, by his croſs and 
paſſion, by bis, death and burial, to bury thy un- 
clean deſires; and inordinate affedions, and; to 
dedicate thyſelf,. and all & E haſt, ro his {c - 
vice. Here is repreſented the greateſt love that 
ever was vouchſafed to Men ; here the Son of- 
God appears, all bloody to fright thee from 
thy Gns; here. Chriſt is, as it were, crucified 


| before thine eyes, that,remembring what it was 


that brought himto his Croſs, :how may” ft morn, 
a one that mourns for his only ſon. ; Here Chri | 
appears laden with all the blefſings of Heaven , 
here the everlaſting Trinity ſeems to ule its uts 
moſt endeavours to perſuade thee into, a. heas 


 venly converſation: Here the deſert offin is.diÞ> | 
. cover'd in the wounds and tormetits of an, infi- 


nite God; and hither thou comeſt, O my Soul, 
to renew thy Baptiſmal Vow ; hither thou come . 
eſt to enter into a ſolemn Covenant with God, 
and faithfully to promiſe him to reſign thyſelf . 

WO. | Ce  elpyely 
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entirely to him-; to fall out with him no more, | 
to defile thy garments no more; to. drſhonour, 
to betray tim: no' more; to be faithful co him, 
to vindicate' his glory, to efteem his friends as 
thy friends, and his enemies as thy enemies; and 
ro live up to'thofe Laws which he hath ſealed 
with his own blood : Tothis end; thou eateſt of 
his Bread; and'drinkeſt of his Wine ; and'thus 
thou ſealeſt rhe Covenant. Doſt not thou re- 


| . member, O'my Soul, How the world was loft 


by eating! of forbitden Tree? Behold, by 
eating-of this Tree of Life, thou'ſhalt be ſavet} 
for ever; in the breaking of the" Coxſerrated 
Bread,. thou ſeeft, how.Chriſt's Body was broke 
for thee; in'pouring-out of the Firlon'd Wie, - 
thou ſeeſt; how Clirift*s Blood was ſpilt for thee : 

when the holy Breadis reach'd out to thee, thon 
ſeeft 'Chriſt reaching'out his crucified Body to 
thee, that thou may*ſt ſee in hishands the prove 
of the xails,- aridput thy finger into' the prizt of 
his nails; and thruſt 7hine rant into bis fide, and 
ſhelter'thyſelf under that wounded' and mang- 
led Body, againft the wrath and indignation of 
God; When'the Sacred Wine' is grven'thee, 
thou ſeeft how Chriſt offers thee his Blood for 
the remiſſion of thy ſins. Canlt thou hehold * 
{o great a love, and not loſe thy reaſon 1n the 
admiration of its greatneſs * When thou ſeeft 
ſuch condeſcenfion, ſuch kindnefs, ſuch com- 
paſſon, O canſt thou forbear crying our, O tny 
Lord ! What dol ſce ? What mean thefe OnZInge 
of Almighty God after my happinefs8? ' Whit 
means 
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means this induſtry of that incomprehenſible Be- 
ing, to be at all thischarge ahd pains ro-make 
meblefſed £ God; that might ſport himſelf with 

everlaſting groans, whaf need he Have cared 
whether I were ſaved or no? God, who canbe 
happy without company, and needs no ſociety 
but his own ; whence is it, that this mighty 
God humbles himſelf thus to duſt and aſhes, Jays 
aide his Robes-of Glory, and Wooes me to be 
content to lis for ever in.-his Arms and Boſom ? 
Would no other remedy ſerve turn to recover 
me, but the death of the Son of God ? God; ,on 
whoſe Laws Ihave trampled, whoſe Authority I 
lwveſlighted, whoſepromiſes and threatnings 1 
have'undervalued, that he ſhould be thus con- 
Gl for my welfare, and contrive bow to ad- 
vatee me unto Glory,and contrive it by ſuch ſtu- 
pendiGus means too! Wil God ſuffer, that I may 
not? \Will the Eternal die; that:I may not fall a, 


| prey tothe ſecond death 7? Will God be Crown'd 


witfi Thorns, that I may wear anincorruptible 
Ctowtiof Glory ? Will God be affromed, abus'd, 
and'ſtorn'd, that T may inherit glory, and ho- 
fiotr,'arid immortality ? What manner of love is 
this? . Where is theſpringof it ?. What's theim- 
puſfive cauſe'of it ? How full of miracles isevery 
circhMnſtance here ? How pleafant is this cohtem-" 
plation'? ' What! God love a little lime: and- 
carth'? © my God | How wondetful is thy love?; 
It's al{ Ocean ; heres _ to ſet my feet 
ox! Beaſtoniſhed atit, O'ye Heavens, and trem- 
bley..O thou Earth : The Eternal, tha Immenſe 
© 7%; | C <2 Creator 
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Creatcr of Heaven and Earth, . ſtoops to a Mis. 
ſerable Creature! The God, who fills Heayen 
and Earth with his Preſence, bows down to-a- 
poor inconſiderable Worm ! He that fits on;the: 
Circle af the Earth, and before- whom all the, 
Inhabitants of the Earth are'as Graſhoppers, 
humbles himſelf. to. take notice of a poor . fore 
lorn Wretch ! Here: is love indeed. Stay! me: 
with flazgons, comfort me with apples ;' my head; 
grows'giddy with the Precipice : Here is: an: 
abyſsot love, which Icannot fathom ; my head 
ſwims at the fight of it 3 'Senſe can-furniſh me; 
with nothing like/it; T:am filenc'd 3 here is-a- 
love anſwers all arguments that are brought. for! 
going on in ſin. . Help nie, © thou; hlefſetl Spirtt:z; 
telp me, O: thou; whoartfairerthan the Chil- 
dren of Men.z  heip-me} thou-xvho art all Love: 
and Life, help:me;”to admite-thy;love. In this: 
| Tovearea thouſand charms ; 1n this lave are om- 
nipotent enforcives to love Gdd above all the: 
World. Run; O:my Soul, run into this'Bah- 
queting-houſe,. the Banner wherepf .is loves IS; 
it ſo, and muſt thou: have periſh'd, and; been: 
undone for ever, ifi the. Son. of God [had not; 
come inthe fleſh, and expiated thy crimes, and: 
doth not Almighty love-deferve thy- love ?-; See; 
how the ambitious love the applauſe. of -Men,, | 
and wilt not thou love him who 1s brighter than; | 
the Sun ? See how.the Rich' Man is enamonr'd, 
with his ſtately Palace, and canſt not thou love! 
| him, who hath' done that for thee, which ne» | 
Friend, no-'Money, no Gold, no Silyer —_ 
| VE 


of Conſideration, © +269 
tave purchas'd, viz. reconciled thee to an ot- 
tended God Wilts thow-flight this love, and 
hope to go unpuni{Þ'd ? Wilt thou make this 
love a refuge for wilful fins, and hope for the 
light of Chrift's countenance Will aqthe,who 
loved thee beyond all preſidents and examples, 
double and treble his indignation upon thee, 
if this love cannot melt:thee into a truly Spiri- 
tual:life ? Could the Devils. but have fuch an 
ofter, of being partakers of the love of Chriſt, 
how would they rejoyce-and triumph, - and love, 
and honour, -and obey their God again,, as once 
they did when they were inhabitants of Heaven/ 
And wilt thou be worſe than a Devil, and ſpurn 
at that:Love which Angels ſtand aſtoniſh'd at #2 
Were it thine own caſe, O my. Souls would'ft 
not thou'revenge {uch ingratitude with all the 
ſeverity imaginable, and doom the Wretch that 
ſhould affront ſuch condeſcenſjon, to the direſt 
flames ? Be wiſe, O my Soul, and provoke not- 
that God to ſwear in his wrath, .that thcuſhalt 
-never enter into hisreſt, who flees unto thee on 
the wings of mercy to embrace thee ; thou canſt 
never have a more glorious fight of God's: love, 
-oft this ſide Heaven, than is diſcaver*d to thee 


* .jn this Sacrament; and if. ever thou would'ſt be 


perſuaded: to reſign thyſelf entirely to. thy 
 ' Blefſed Redeemer, make his Willthy Will, and 
defire what he defires, and hate what he hates, 
and love what he loves. O come'hither+o the 
Croſs, and ſee the Son of God weeping for thy 
* fins; come hither, and ſee him ſweat drops of 

3 Cc 3 blood 
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blood for thy i iniquities, and offering thee pardon 
and reconciliation, '' and peace with God, and 
acceſs to'the Throne of Grace, and union and 
communion with him; and if this be'not e 


a Title to eternal happineſs, I 
Throne, himſelf doth fit ON. = 


But why fo backward, O my Soul, -to:come 
to the Table'of thy Lord, where - thou may it 
drink Wine and Milk without Money,and with» 
out Price; wherethou may'(tbe ſatisfied as with 
marrow and fatheſs, and eat of the living Bread, 
whereof whoever eats ſhall live for ever 5 p Haſt 
thou forgot tlie peremptory command of Chriſt, 
Do this in remembrance of me ? 1s this remem- 
bring thy deareſt Friend, to: think of him f0- 
lemnlyburt once or twice a year ? Should'ſi not 
thou remember him as often as thou haſt an op- 
portunity ? Should thy Saviopr remember thee 
no oftner, ' than thou doſt his death and paffion, 
how fearful would thy condition be? Canſt rhou 
'repreſent his love too often to thy mind and afe- 
Ftions?canſt thouremember thy ſios that br 
him tothe Croſs, too often ? - Art thou afraid of 
thinking too. much of this Love, and conſe- 
_4quently of being roo Religious?, Art thou afraid 
'of-being too much enamour'd. with this Jeſus F 
Art thou afraid,that rhe fight of his broken Body 
-will breakthy heart too much? Art thou afraid 
that rhe ſight of his effuſed Bload, will-tmake 
thee pour out too many Tears, and Prayers, and 
Praiſes of his love « ? Conſidering how dull, Flop! 


cad 
Bog = 


dead thou arr, thou hadft need come frequently | 
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to the Croſs to have thy affeQtions ſuppled and 
foftned with this precious Bloud : How frail is 
thy memory, and is it not fit, thou ſhould'ft 

{h it often with the ſight of Chriſt's incom- 


 preheaſible love ? Art thou afraid of renewing 


thy Repentance, thy Faith, thy Hope, thy 
Charice, £00 often 7 The © Langu doſt re- 
fart to this bleſſed Communian, the greater will 
be thy acquaintance with thy beſt of Fricads ; 
the greater ſenſe thou wilt get of the need and 
waanr-of him, the greater enc ement thou 
wilt find to imitate him in his Holineſs, Meek- 
neſs, Patience, and Humility ; and the greater 


 aſlurance thou wilt get of his Love, and Favour, 


and Pardon,and evelaſting Mercy : And are theſe 
bleſlings to he ſcorn'd and undervalu'd ? Thou 
pretendeſt want of preparation, . but whoſe fault 
1s it that thou art not prepar'd ? Whatcan hin- 
der thee from preparation, but love to fin? And 
ſhall love to a ſenſual careleſs life, hinder thee 
from laying hold of the greateſt Treaſure ? Will 
this plea hold, when #4 ſhalt appear before 
the great Tribunal? Omy Soul, this is to excuſe 
{in by fin, and ta deſpiſe God's Ordinance, be- 
cauſe thou deſpiſeſt hiscommands; and how will 
this aggravate thy folly one day, and fill thee 
with [hame and horrour! O play not withever- | 
laſting Mercy, let not buſineſs hinder thee from 
advancing thy Spiritual and Eternal Intereſt ; 
remember what became of the Men, ;that- pre- 
tended they had Farms to. ſee, and Oxento try, 
| Cc 4 


and 
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and Wives to Marry, when they were invited 
ro the Supper of the Lamb; canſt thou think of 
the Proteſtation of the Maſter of the Feaſt, 

_ theſe ſtubborn Wretches, and not con- 
clude thy Fate, by their being excluded from 
- God*s favour for ever? If it be a ſenſe of thy own 
vileneſs and unworthineſs that keeps thee away, 
thou miſtakeſt, and miſrepreſenteſt the good- 
neſs of thy Lord and Maſter. No perſons more 
welcom at this Table, than the humble and 
broken-hearteds% none: meet with a more fa- 
vograble reception,thanthe poor in ſpirits theſe 
the crucifi'd Jeſus prays for on his Croſs, Father, 
forgive them 3 and the everlaſting Father hears, 
and ſaith to them, Be of good cheer, your ſins are 
forgiven you. 

V. 1t prepares a man ” an Angelical life here 
on Earth ; for he that frequently conſiders and 
_ contemplates the Joys, the Triumphs, the Scep- 
ters, the Crowns, the Diadems of yonder King- 
dom, the everlaſting love, and peace and fatis- 
faction, which Angels and glorified Saints enjoy, 
cannot but think himſelf, during that conſide- 
ration, in Heaven, and participating of that 


content and happineſs, which is poſſeſſed by the 


general aflembly of the Firſt-born which are 
written in Heaven. Indeed this15 to make Earth 
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theſe. Heaven! what doT hear ? Heaven! the 
harbour of all laden and wearied Souls I Hea- 
yen! The end of all my ſorrow and miſceries ! 
' Heaven!The Port I have been failing to theſe ma- 
'ny years! Heaven! the inheritance of thole that 
keep themſelves unſpotted from theworld! Hea- 
ven! The reſt of God's Servants, and the habi- 
tation of the Mourners in $0»! Heaven! The 
great mark of*my Defires, 'the Anchor of m 
Hope, the Foundation of my Confidence! Hea- 
ven! The Univerſity, where we ſhall know even 
as we are known | How undiſturb*d, how quiet, 
' 'do all the inhabitants of thoſe bleſſed Man- 
ſions live ! There reſt thoſe Saints, who were 
made as the filth of the World, and as the off- 
ſcouring of all things ;'how different are the 
thoughts of God from thoſe of the World 2 
Theſe Men the World regarded not, behold, 
God remembers them, and when he makes up 
his Jewels, ſpares them, as a man would ſpare 
his own Son that ſerves him! There reſts that 
Mary Maz aalen, that ftood behind Chriſt at his 
feet, weeping, and waſhing his feet with her 
Tears, and did wipe them with the hair of her 
head, and kiſs'd them, and anointed his head * 
with ointment. There reſts that Lazaras, who 
deſired to be fed with the crumbs that fell from 
theRich Man's Table. There reſts that Davza, 
that made his bed to ſwim, and water'd his 
couch with his tears. - There reſt all the Pro- 
Phets of old, who through Faith ſubdued King- 


| . floms, wrougbt righteouſneſs, obtained promiſes, 


Happed 
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ſopped the Mouths of Lions, quenched the wio. 
 Ulemeeof the Fire, eſcaped the edge of the Sword, 
ont of weakneſs were mage ſtrong, waxed waliant 
in feht, turved to flight the Armies of the. Ali- 
exs. There reſt all thoſe Souls, that look for 
the bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearance 
of their Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. There reſt all 
thoſe Martyrs and Confeffors, that were ready, 
not only ro ſuffer, but todie alſo, for the Name 
of the Lord Jeſus. There they reſt, encircled 
with an eternal calm. There they reſt, in- 
compals'd with an innumerable company of An. 
gels There they reſt, ſurrounded with the 
Gracious Preſence of a mercifyl God. There 
they reſt from all the calumnies and flanders 
of this poor envious World. There they reſt 
From all Darkneſs, in Eternal Light, and in 
the Beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, for 
CYST. 
' Awake, O my Soul, awake, advance into 
yonder Regions of Glory, retire into yonder 
Paradiſe, leave this World, and go higher ; let 
thy thoughts tranſcend the Sun, and Moon, and 
"Stars ; get before the Throne of God ; take a 
view of the ſtill Waters, whereof the vaſt Ar- 
mies of Glorified Spirits drink, where they are, 
there are no Wolves, no Tygers, no Bears, no 
{one as in this barren Wilderneſs ; in thoſe 
ppy ſhades is no noiſe, but that of Hallelujahs ; 
po diſcontent, no War, no diſſentions inhabit 
- there; there all agree, there Ephraim is no-morg 
againſt Manaſfſe, nor Manaſſe againſt Ephraim, 
a ; z2 " £ Fr k nor 
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r they both 8 —_— but all are delights- 
- ara the ever —_—_ and Loveof God-; 
- NO BOre, ( Woe: 
Jerful chan e! Hexe, O mySoul, 
thirſtiog after God, as the dry Land hireth 
after water ; there thou ſhalt be ſatisfied with 
him to all Erernity ; here thou longeſt after 
the hidden Marrs, there it will never be taken 
from thee ; here, like Solomons Bride, by aight 
on thy Bed thou ſeekeff him, who is al 
lovely ; there his Beauty and Preſence will Ml eavith 
thee for ever. Here, though thy deſires after 
the _— s of Gods left band be fubordinace 
to thy defires after {piritual Mercies, and thy 
efteem of God pre , and is 
than thy Newell ys: any outward felicities 5 
yet, while ſo wrt allied po Senſe, thou cant 
not ſo abandon Macure, as to have no longings 
at all _ external _— 600 —— 
cies bur 18 Heaven, Fl og lublunary 
objeas are for thees tha Friends and 
Relations, thoſe Children, rhoſe Honours, thoſe | 
Riches, which too often made too great 'an 


| . encroachment on thy Love, will be no at- 


tratives3 . there thou wilt he contented with- 
out Bread, ſatisfied without Drink ; the want 
of Cloaths will- not trouble thee, thou wilt 
have nabler friends than Father and Mother, 
and Brethren and ile, to converſe withal 5 
gobler Food, than the Delicacies of this World'; 
nlobler attive, than Silk, or the ſofteſt Down 

make; there will be no need of contriv= 
Jog how to get a livelyhood : Palaces will not . 

rempt 
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tempt thee, Gardens wilt not entice rhee, Gold 


:will not dazzle rhee, the greatneſs of the World 
_ will affeft thee no morethan Pebbles ; the glit.' 


tering Diamond will make no impreffions on 
'thee, and all thy wants and neceſſities will 
be fully ſupplied by an immortality of Joy, 
and:Glory. Here the warm Sun of Proſperity 
makes thee ſomtimes forget, and negleCt the 
great work of thy Salvation, makes thee apt 
to grow weary of Faſting and Prayer, and Mor- 


tification, and Selfdenial, and apt to ' yield 


unto Satans Temptation ; but there the Tem- 
pter muſt tempt thee no more, he dares not ſully 
thoſe Chryſtalline walks with his ſteps, he dares 
not come near that Holy place, it's paſt his skill, 
how to incommode, or moleſt, a glorified Spi- 
rit. Here, often like Jozas, thou litteſt rejoy- 
cing under thy Gourd, or Vine, and while thou 
art folacing thyſelf, the Gourd withers, and 
the Syn ſcorches thy Body, and thou groweſt 
faint 5 there this annoyance will have an end, 
there thou wilt live above' the Sun, and that 
which 1s now thy Ceiling, ſhall be then thy 
Footltool. On Earth, when' Chriſt is pleaſed 
to communicate himſelf unto thee, -its here 4 
little, and there a little; and he gives thee but 
ſprinklings of his Grace, for while thou art in 


this Tabernacle of Fleſh, thou art not capacious' 


enough to receive or entertain that ſtupendious 
_— in its full Virtue, and Power, and MVa- 
jeſty; but when thy Veſlel of Clay, thy Body 
Thall be ſhatter'd into Duſt, and Aromes, and 

(hou 
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thou ſhalt be freed from thy Priſon, and live 
like thyſelf, all Underſtanding, all-Intelle&t,all; 
Spirit,. the Sun that ſhines, in the higheſt Hea- 
vens, and irradiates the Throne of God; even: 
the Lord Jeſws Chriſt, will then: reyeal himſelf, 
to: thee, in his full ſplendor and. Glory, thine 
Eyes: will then be ſtrong enough to look upgn 
that glorious and immenſe Globe of Light, and; 
thou ſhaltbe like unto the Angels of God; thy; 
extravagant paſſions will then ceaſe. forever, 
thy grief, thy ſorrows,will have.no.admittance- 
into thoſe; Seats of; Bliſs, thow'lt'be refined then: 
fromiati thoſe turbulenx motions,which do now- 


| ſo often diſcompoſe thy reſt. - Hers the-death: 


of. a near; Relation! tyoubles thee, there thow 
wilt, be: aboye {all-trouble and vexation 3 here- 
thine anger, like that of Moſes, -doth often wax; 
hot, becauſe thou' ſeeſt thy God: diſhonoured, 
and his;:Commands trampled upan ;_ there thou 
wilt: ſez no ſuch diſmal Hghtsz;bere a, fin thoy, 
fallſt-into againſt thy - will, makes thee will; 
for Riygrs of /Tears,:there thy grief. willbe bus; 


ried ig eternal. exultations, ;there-thy paſſigns: 


will allbeccalm'd,. aad,-like-waterafter a (tormy, 
look {ppths; and quiet; there will be no. diſage- 
der in-thy. affeQtionsy but-like a Quire of. tune; 
able Voices, they'l meet 1n everlaſting harggo+; 
ny ; there nogMiftion muſt come after, thee. Here: 
with Moſes;;thy Body,may bethroywn, into the 
Water, with Jo/eph caſtinto Priſon, with She 

arach,., Meſohokg and Abednego, flung into a fiery. 
Furnace, with De »ie/hurried intoa Lives Dea, 
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ftoted with che Prophers, crucified wich $,Ptrer, 
thrown down from a Precipice with St. James, 
cf} int< 4 Kettke of boyling Oyl with St. John, 
cdyuſt throagh with a LanceasSt. Thomas bound 
4 Tree with St. 4narti, flead with St. Bartho- 
tomew, bufit with Pohearpy torn by wild Beaſts 
with "Tonarinae,; in all which afliftions/ thay 
cafift . nor but fy mpathize with thy individual 
comnipinion; for, it's by thee, that 'chy' Body 
fouls: the torniefits it enduress bur; i its that Heg- 
ves, that glorious Heaven/no Enemy canreach 
thes, io Devil-frigte thee;; rio ſtor _ 
rhidy no Monarch frown of t ao fic 
break thee , nd diſtempet' c1 x thee) no age 
walte thee, £6 danper ſhake thee, ind Tytant 
edreaton' this,” nb Lions' mect thees-iwo-T yger 
es4r thee, [Ho Sword pierce | thee, . no publick 
oormotions arcle thes/; che Sun'iſhall not 
' Behit orv-thee, nor any Heat; for-chowa?r ſecure 
utdet ' the: ſhadow of the Almighties Witigs 
Wot &vet, The Lamb, which is irs che rhidft 
of the Throne, ſhall feed thee by his everlaſfing 
ſdeiety. Here it is, A [irthe while," ani you 
fil not ſee me; and dpainj a ltthe while ant 
all ſee the ;, but hens with opett ſince, and 
withdut a Glaſs, thou wile look upon his'Ma- 
for ever: Here Chrifti eotnes, atid departsy 
thre he will never remoye out! of on tp fight; 


there his' everlaſting love will 
rAbfe his kindneſs will be ſubjeX'ts Clouds 
ax! Eclipſes iv more, there thoti wiſt\nor be 
able to wy thy Eyes away fil Him. . "IT 

at 
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that Lamb, that will give thee todridk of His 
everlaſting Springs, Springs which caii heyer 
bedrawn dry ; Springs, which cati no mbrede-' 
cay, than the Son 0 God decays ; He is the 
everlaſting Fountain of Delight , atid ia this 
Fountain, thou ſhalt bathe and recreatethy ſelf 
forever, his Attributes, his Kingdom, his Beau» 
, ſhall charm and taviſh thee tor ever ; there \ 
x ſhalt be in an everlaſting extafie of joy; 
there thou wilt not need to cry out with St. 
| Bernard, Hold, Lord, for my Heart # not able to. 
| contain thoſe Joys , which thou doft ſo liberally pour . 
| out upoxi me ; that everlaſting Fountaitl of. joy 
and content, and fatisfiion, ſhall both fill and 
enable thee to bear that fulneſs of joy and light, 


= 


den of God ſhall be a, we trig mobile, funning. 
and flowing, to all Eternity. Ia this Para 

are living, no ſtanding, Waterss- when Ma 
ons of Apes are paſt, thy Glory ſhall be tilt, 
| Han OL. 


green, and lively, and after many, 

years, thy happineſs, like A«on's-Rod, ſhallbud; 
and bloſſom, and bear Fruif. O my Soul, when. 
that inexhauftible Fountai rt fades, then, and. 
not till then, need'ſt thou be afraid, that thy: 
| delights will fade ;. there God w1ll put an end: 
to all thy Tears ; What Ri\etorick can _— 


” 
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the favour? . The Tears thou didft ſhed for ſing. 4 


the Tears which a deep ſenſe of thy Spiritual 
poverty did force from thee, the Tears which 
Tribulation 'and Angurth did command from 


thine Eyes, theſe will all then be waſh'd away. 


"How amiable are thy Tabernacles, Lord God 
of Hoits ! My. Soul longeth, yea even fainteth, 
for the Courts of the Led : M; Heart and 
wy Fleſh cryeth out for the living God, When 

all I come to appear befor thee > Whicn ſhall 
I'ſhake off this clog of the fleſh, and praiſe 
thee day and night in thy Temple ? When ſhall 
I be freed from this Earth and Droſs, and do 
thy Will, O my God, without Let, or Inter- 
ruption ? s 


O my Soul! Doſt thou believe ſuch 4' Hea- 
ven, where no good ſhall be abſent, and Canſt 
thou be hunting after the husks and empty 
ſhells of ſenſual pleaſure? How little do the 
Inhabitants 'of that New Jeruſalem mind the 
Pomp and Grandeur of this World? They have 
nobler objeQts to mind, and more delightful 
- employments 'to take up their minds and 
thoughts: Didft thou live more in this Hea- 
'ven,.O my Soul, How would'it thou look-down 
upon this Earth, as an inconſiderable trifle ? 

low little would'ſt thou regard what Man can 
do unto thee > How contentedly might?ſt thou 
part with all that the World counts dear and 


precious, for Chriſt his ſake, as knowing, that. 
there is laid up for thee the Crown of Rigine: | 
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- buſneſs, which the Righteous Judge will give 


to thee one day, and not only ro thee, but to 
all thoſe that love his appearance ? Look up- 
on the Primitive Martyrs, O my Soul, they 
broiled in Flames, but- look'd upon that Hea- 
ven and ſmiled. -St. Stephex hath a thouſand 
Stones flying about his Ears, but looks upon 
that -Heaven, and the Glory of God appears 
upon his face. Abrahams ſojourns in rhe Land of 
Promiſe, as in a ſtrange Country, dwelling in 
Tabernacles with 1/azc and Jacob, but looks tor 
a City which hath Foundations, and goes on 
triumphing. Moſes ſuffers affi:&ion wich the 
People of God, but hath reſpect unto the re- 
compence of Reward, and eſteems the Reproach 
of Chriſt greater riches than all the T realures of 


_ Egypt. The Apoſtles are ſcourged and beaten 


for the Teſtimony of Jeſs, but Icok upon this 
Heaven, and depart from the Council rejoy- 
cn, becauſe they were counted worthy ro 
ſuffer for the Name of the Lord Jeſus. St. Paul 
five times of the Jews receives forty dtripes 
ſave one, thrice is he beaten with rods, once 
he is ſtoned, thrice he ſuffers ſhipwrack, a night 
and a day he is in the deep, in journyings of- 


_ ten, in cold and nakedneſs 3 but, What ails the 


Man ? he ings, lis heart dances for joy, un« 
der all theſe Troubles. O my Soul, he ſaw, he 
faw, that his light AMiction, which was but 


for a motnent, would work for him a far more 


exceeding and eternal weight of Glory. 
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' © my God, give me but my portion 1n this 
Heaven, and I defire no more ; Come what 
will come, Sword, Fire, Impriſonment, Hun- 
ger, Thirſt, Nakedneſs, Diſgrace, Reproach, 
Perils by Sea, and Perils by Lands, Enemies, 


Devils, Fiends, Poverty, Sickneſs, Exile, &c. 


Here is a Jewel, will counterballance all. O 
give me but a Room in that great Houſe, made 
without hands, Eternal in the Heavens, and 
then cut, burn, torture, and afflict me, let 
ſtorms and tempeſts come, Tl] fight againſt 
them with my Title to that Inheritance, which 
fades not away : This ſhall quench all the fiery 
Darts of the Devil, this ſhall bear up my head 
above water, this ſhall huſh all my diſconten- 
ted thoughts ; this ſhall be my. refuge in a 
ſtorm, my hiding-place in flames, my portion 


in poverty, my pillow in great anguiſh, my lt- . 


berty in priſon, my cordial in temptations, my 
Elixir in a {woon, my prop when I ſtumble, my 
Laurel when it thunders, my Rock in perſecu- 
tion, my Safeguard in deſtruction, my Light in 
the midſt of darkneſs, my Goſber in this Bgypr, 
my Ship under the fierceſt Billows, my Shield 
when I am aſſaulted, my Helmet when I am in 
danger, my encouragement when I do reſiſt, 
my Crown when I conquer, my Mazza in the 
Wilderneſs, my Food in the Deſert, my Roſe 
to ſmell to in a Dungeon, my Guide in my 
Journy, my Pole-ſtar in my voyage, my Statt 
:n my pilgrimage, my Song in my miſery, my 
All, when Death aud Hell conſpireinto my ruin. 


V1. it 
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VI. it makes 4 Mean prudent and diſcreet in 
ſecular affairs and buſineſſes. Conlideration, as 
it is a very great improvement of Man's Rea- 
ſon, ſo it cannot but he very uſeful to him in 
governing his ſecular Aﬀairs with diſcretion. 
Conſideration makes a Man maſter of his Rea«» 
ſon, and that Man muſt needs att more wiſely, 
that hath his Reaſon at command, than he that 
makes it a ſlave to every flattering paſſion ; and 
ſince it 15 confeſſed, that the fear of God hath 
that influence upon all human Afairs, that it 
diſpoſes a Man to a wiſe and prudential ma- 
nagement of them, Conſideration muſt of ne- 
ceſlity be of the ſame Virtue and Efficacy, for 
this fear of God is the ummediate product of 
Conſideration. I deny not, but Men, wiſe in 
Spiritual, are not always ſo ina Temporal, con- 
cerns, for. either their {ſcrupulous Conſciences, 
or fear of having their hearts carried out too 
much after the World, or their giving them+ 
ſelves wholly to Heavenly employments, may 
make them careleſs and unmindtul, of things 
belonging to this World ; but ſtill in its nature 
and tendency, this circumſpeCtion ,in things, 
which concern a Chriſtians Soul, is able to ſhed 
wiſdom and diſcretion into his carriage and be- 
haviour, in things which appertain to this pre- 
ſent life ; hence, from a Man who ſeriouſly con» 
liders he hath a Soul to be ſaved, you may ex- 
== great order in his Family, a prudent fore- 
-light of dangers, and a 'moderate care to ſhun 
them, great temper in diſcourſe, and exact Ju- 
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ſtice in his dealings ,-and rendring to all - 
their dues, Tribute to whom Tribute is due, Cu- 


ſftom to whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Ho- 
por to whom Honor 3, As the Apoſtle's phraſe is, 
Rom. 12. 7 


In all probability it was the attentive conſt 


deration of his Spiritual concerns, that made 
David hoth valiant and prudent in matters, as 
he is call'd, x Sz, 16. 18. and, to what can 
we aſcribeJoſeph's and Daniel's diſcreet Govern- 
ment- of themſelves, and their ſecular affairs, 
but to that Piety and Goodneſs, which, by 
long and ſerious conſideration, they had ſetled 
'1n their Breaſts > When a Man's ways pleaſe the 
Lord, he makes even his very enemies to be at 
peace with him, 1. e, He doth not only, by an ex- 
traordinary providence, turn their hearts to- 
wards him, but infuſes wifdom and diſcretion 
into his Soul, ſo to behave himſelt towards his 
enemies, that they cannot bur bury their ha- 
tred, and return to their former friendſhip, and 
civility, Prov. 16. 7. He that conſiders his 


ways, with reference to his Eternal ſtate and 


condition, his ways cannot but pleaſe the Lord, 
and ſuch Wiſdom, if he ſtand not in his own 
light, will ſurely fall to his ſhare, and here- 
of we need no other proof, but common expe- 
rience. 
The Man, who truly minds his everlaſting 
mtereſt, and ſo conſiders the account .he mutt 
give to God, when this life is ended, as to pro- 
vide for that great and dreadtul Audit, thinks 
himſelf 
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himſelf obliged to uſe what cautiouſneſs he can, 
that he may not wrong his God, his Soul, and: 
his Neighbour ; and this cautiouſneſs cannot but 


"make him- prudent in his Secular Vocation ; 


hence ſuch a Man hath commonly his Wite, 
Children and Servants, in better order than 
other Men, and mingles that ſweetneſs and 
kindneſs with his gravity or ſeverity, that they 
may have encouragement to love him, and 
dread offending a tar greater Maſter in Hea- 
ven; there is not that diſcontent, that emula« 
tion, that ill language, that backbiting, that - 
luxury, that extravagance, that rumult in ſuch 
a Mans Family, as is to be obſerved in Houſes, 
where little of God and Eternity is regarded. 
Such a perſon ſpends in his houſe no more but 
what is decent and convenient, and ſo provides 
for thoſe of his own Houſhold, as not ro for- 
get doing good to the Lewite, and to the Wi- 
dow, and to the Fatherleſs, Deut. 14. 28, 29. 
His Speech is commonly with grace, ſcaſon'd 
with Salt, full of meekneſs and gravity, and 
therefore lefs offenſive, -and he takes heed that 
It may not be laid ro his charge, that he hath 
beſtow*'d more to fecd his pride -and luxury, 
than Chri/s diſtreſſed Members ; and, in pub- 
lick affairs, or places of great Truſt, ſuch a Man 
as minds, firſt Heaven, and then Earth, uſually 
diſcovers far greater wiſdom, in management 
of State-aftairs, than thoſe who firſt mind Earth, 
and Heaven, when they have nothing elſe tg 
do ; for his Principles lead him ſo to carr 
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himſelf to Man, as not to affront his God, and 
to adviſe his King to nothing but what 1s truly 
great and glorious, and beneticial for the Realm 
he governs : And, as a Prince may-confide in 
ſuch a perſon, more than in a ſenſual Man, ſo he 
hath reaſon to believe, that all things will pro- 
ſper better in his hand, than 1n the others, be- 
cauſe he firſt ſeeks the Honour of God, and then 
the happineſs of his King, and the Honour of 
that Nation he is a Member of ; which is a thing 
{o pleaſing to God, that there is nothing more 
frequent with him, than to bleſs ſuch honeſt en- 
deavours, and to crown them with ſucceſs and 
proſperity. 

And certainly, he that can conſider, how to 
keep himſelf from the everlaiting evil,may,with 
greater caſe, prevent temporal miſchief and dan- 
ver, which depend upon the imprudence of his 
actions ; he that can row againſt the Stream, 
may, with greater facility, row with it 3 he that 
can chearfully go up the Hill, will find no great 
difficulty in going down ; he, that can do that 
which his Nature hath more than ordinary aver- 
ſion from, may more eaſily do that which his 
nature hath a ſtrong byaſs and inclination to: 
And he, whoſe Vind will ſerve himto turn away 
the ever-burning Wrath of Almighty God, can- 
not want judgment and prudence to prevent the 
Wrat! and Anger of thoſe Men he converſes 
withal : And he that can, by ſerious conſiderati- 
on, make ſure of a ſeat in Heaven, cannot want 
power to conſider, how to manage the Eſtate 


God 
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God hath given him m this World, to God's 
Glory and his Neighbours good : And though 
' Men, that are very conſiderate in their Soul-con- 
| cerns, do not always uſe that prudence we have 
mention'd in the concerns of this preſent World ; 
yet it is ſufficient, that if they will make uſe of 
that light, and thoſe arguments, which their 
reaſon, thus improved by conſideration, doth 
| furniſh them withal, they may moſt certainly 
' arrive tothis wiſdom and diſcretion, in ſecular 
| concerns and buſineſſes, which we have been / 
ſpeaking of. Indeed, it's very rational, that he 
7 na exerciſes his reaſon much, and examines the 
nature, ends, cauſes, circumſtances and conſe- 
quences of things, as he muſt do, that ſeriouſly 
conſiders the things that belong unto his ever- 
laſting peace, would arrive to more than ordi- 
| nary wiſdom inother things ; and that he that's 
' prudent in the greater, ſhould be able to pro- 
ceed + in leſſer matters ; that he 
who ts faithful in much, ſhould be faithful in a lit- 
tle alſo 5 and that he who # juſt in the true Riches, 
ſhould be very Juſt in the Mammon of unrighteouſ- 
neſs too, as we read, Luk. 16. 10, 11. 
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A pathetical Exhortation to Men, who are yet 
ſtrangers to a ſerious, religions life, to conſider 
their ways ; the wilfulneſs of their negle&, how 
dangerous it ts ;, how inexcuſable they are, how 
inhuman to God, and their own Souls ;, how rea- 
fonable Goa*s requeſts are, and how juſtly God 
may turn that power of conſideration he hath 
given them, into blindneſs and hardneſs of heart, 
ſince they make {0 ill a uſe of it, KC. 


| Nd now, Reader, whoever thou art, that 
do'{t yet wallow, or allow thyſelf in any 

nown fin, and art not ſincerely reſolved to 

. clole with the terms of Chriſt”s Eternal Goſpel, 
Tet me adjure thee, by the mercies of God, not 
to reject, or ſuperciliouſly to deſpiſe, what 
here we have propos'd. As thou art a Man, 
and owelt ciyility to all Creatures, that have 
the ſignature of Man upon them, be but ſo kind 
| and civil to this Diſcourſe, as to allow it ſome 
{crious thoughts. ' Either thou haſt a rational 
Soul, or thou haſt not 3 if thou haſt, let me en- 
treat thee, by the Bowels of 7:/#4, to conſider, 
whether this preſent World be all the Sphere 
that God intended ir ſhould move in ; if it be 
not, and if how to fecure the happineſs of the 
World ro come, be the chief thing this thy 
Soul is defigned for ? Why wilt thou fruſtrate 
God in his expeQtation ? Why wilt thou go con- 
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ary to all Creatures, and wilt not proſecute 
eend for which thy Soul was made, and ſhed 
ioto thy Body ? Thar there is ſuch a thing as a 
Iffe to come, and an Eternity of Joy and Tor- 
' ment ; the one promiſed to a ſtrift and heaven« 
ly conyerſation, the other threatned to a looſe * 
and careleſs, or ſenſual lite, cannot be call'd in- 
jo gpeſtion by him, that ſhall impartially re- 
eft upon the premiſſes ; Ir's certain, the things 
which concern that other life, are not diſco» 
yer'd by our ſenſes, and therefore thou canſt 
not hope to be affeQed with them that way. It's 
' thy reaſon only that can and mult apprehend 
that future flate, and & apprehend it, as to 
work upon thy affeftions. . But which way is it 
fible thy reaſon ſhould ſo apprehend it, as to 
right thee from thy evil courſes, except it be 
improy*d by Conſideration ? Sinner, I do here, 
1n the preſence of God, conjure thee by all that's 
good and holy, by the intereſt and welfare of 
thine own Soul, by all the Laws of ſelf intereſt, 
| by the Revelations of the Son of God, by all 
"that God ever did for Mankind, by that love 
which tranſcends the underſtandings of Men - 
and Angels, by the groans of thoſe miſerable 
Souls which are now in Hell, by all the joys of 
Paradiſe, hy the teſtimony of thine own Cone 
ſcience, by all the motions of God's Spirit in 
thy heart, by all the mercies thou doſt receive. 
irom Heaven, by that Allegiance thou oweſt 
to God, by that faithfulneſs rhou oweſt to 
thine own Soul ; I do moſt ferioully cones 
..-- ..— 
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it be in God to demand an account of this 
Conſideration > Wherein doth he do'thee an 
injury, if he doth ask'what thou haſt done 
ith this power 2 Wert thou in God's ſtead, 


Wouldſt not thou require the fame account of 


thy Servant, on whom thou hadſt beſtowed 
ſuch a Talent ? If thou art able, and wilt not 
take thy ſinfulneſs into ſerious configderation, 
Can there be any thing more juſt in the World, 
than thy damnation 2 How eafie. were it for 
thee to lay home the danger thou art in ; and 
ſeeing it is ſo eafje, How juſt is it with God to 
let thee periſh in that danger, thou art reſoly'd, 
za deſpight of all God's endeavours to the con- 
trary, to fall and fink into? O Chriſtian, how 
dreadfyl will-it be for thee; when Chriſt ſhall 
depart from thee, with this doleful exclamati- 
on, How often would I have gathered thee, as 4 
Hen doth gather her Chickens under her Wings, 
and thou wouldeſt not ? Wouldeſt not ? this is 
It that makes thy everlaſting torments juſt. O 
Sinner, that God ſhould invite thee to Heaven, 
and thoy put him off with this Anſwer, 1 wi 

| wot | 
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Darling, and thou voluntarily and ireely lift thy 
ſelf in the Catalogue: of the Devils Favourites 
and Votaries! That God ſhould lezve.no-meegs 
untried, to melt-thy ftubbogn-;heart, and thou 
deſperately fight againſt his Heaven | And when 
he would thruſt - thee into it-;violently-hpeak 
looſe from him, and lay forceupon damnation:! ' 
How inexcuſable will thig mjake-thee 27: What 
Man, what Angel, can, or:dares;plead for thee, 
after ſuch horrid-wilfulneſs ?:By it thou ſhuty'ft 


. uþ all Mens Compaſſion againſt thee. Were 
| thy error an infirmity, or, had invincible igao- 
poſſibly 


rance cauſed thy. folly, ſome or other 
might be moved fo ſpeak in favour of thy con- 
cerns ; but that thou, knowing the will'of God, 
and having power to think what the end of thy 
courſes will be, and power to avoid the dan- 
ger, and powet to pray for help, a gracious 
God to encourage thee, a glorious Rewardto 
entice thee, Eternity to. friglit theg, the eyer- 
laſting Gulph to ſtartle thee, ſhouldſt, in dt- 
ſpight of al theſe Motives, walfully and malt 


Ciquily ſhun thine own cure! 'This is a malady, 


which no Creature can juſtly ſhed a tear, or 
frame an Apology, for. . Be aſtoniſh'd, O ye 
Heavens, and tremble, O thou Earth ! Ye An» 
gels, that rejoyce at a Sinner's' Converſion here 
on Earth : O all ye-that paſs by, behold and 
ſee, whether there he a ſorrow as ſuch a Sinners 
forrow is? We havereadof Menthat have eaten 
their Enemies, or Monſters that have co 

| Taker 
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their own Children ; but here is one devour 
himſelf, inhuman to a prodigy ! One that con- 
trives how to ſhut himſelf out of Heaven, plots 
-how to undermine his everlaſting Salvation, 
and ſtudies how to fink into the dungeon of 
deſperation. 

* Sirs, What is it that we are exhorting you 
unto ? Is it to dig down Mountains ? Is it to 
exhauſt the Sea ? Is it to pull down the Sun 
from his Orb ? Is it to reverſe the courſe of Na- 
ture £ Is it to work Miracles ? Is it to unhinge 
the Earth, or to ſtop the flux and reflux of the 
Ocean? One would think, by the earneſtneſs and 
vehemency of expreſſions, we are forced to uſe, 
that it muſt be ſomething beyond the power 
of Man : But no, all that we keep this {tir for, 1s 
only, that you would conſent to be happy, con- 
trive how to inherit an incorruptible Crown, 
and think ſeriouſly how to eſcape your own 
torment ; and needs there any intreaty for this? 
One would think you ſhould run to us, break 
down the doors of our habitations, pull us out 
of our Studies, interrupt us though we were ne- 
ver ſo buſie, and importune us, as that Widow 
did the Judge, and follow us day and night to 
be ſatisfied, the thing is of that importance. And 
Oh! did you but bellere an Eternity, you would 
do ſo, Believe ! Why, what ſhould hinder you 
from believing it 2 What Arguments can you 
defire that you have not ? Can there be any 
thing ſurer than the Word of God ? Can there 


be a greater Witneſs than the Son of God ? 
| God 


\ 
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God cannot deceive you, he cannot impoſe up- 
on you, he cannot delude you 3 dare to believe 
him : Though you have not look'd into Hell, 
yet certainly there is one ; though you have not 
ſeen the Joys above, yet ſuch Joys there are:: 
And, to conſider, to ſtudy, to ponder, how to ar- 
rive to them, is the great thing we preſs u 
you, as being ſenſible of your danger, ſenſible 
that death will arreft you before you are aware 
of it, ſenſible that many thouſands are for eyer 


| miſerable for neglecting ſuch exhortations., O 


Sirs, we do not envy your worldly happineſs ; 
we dare aſſure you, that it is not any grudge we 
have againſt your proſperity, that makes us-put 
ou in mind of theſe unwelcome Leſſons 3 we 
ave a God calling upon us, to ſtop you in your 
earneſtneſs for the World : Woe to us, it we. 


give you no warning ! Woe to you, if ye take 
no warning ! If making praviſion for the fleſb, 
tofulfil the luſts thereof, would make you hap- 


py ; if rioting and drunkenneſs, chambering and - 
wantonneſs, and rolling in all the pleaſures that 
your fleſh does promiſe, and your fancy pay, 
could contribute any thing to your felicity ; if 
ſolacing yourſelves in the wanton ftreams of 
ſenſual delights would lead you into Paradile, 
we promiſe you, we would not moleſt or di- 
ſ{turb you in your ways ; nay, it. you had not 
Souls to be Grad did your Spirits die with 
your Bodies, we would not ſtint you in your 
jollities. But Oh! can we read, how the wrath 


of God is revealed trom Heaven agaioft all un- 
godlineſs 
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-godlineſs andr1onrighteouſneſs of Men, and ſee 
you-fall a-prey to'thar indignation ? Can we 
.Yead how Tribulation and Anguiſh ſhall cer- 
*eaidly: fall upon 'every Soul that doth evil, and 
not k to-you-to preventit -? Can we read, 
-tow the Lord:Jeſus, will ere long come from 
'Hetven in flames of fire, to take vengeahce 
of 'thoſe who-have continued to diſobey his 
"Goſpel, and to- puniſh them with everlaſting 
defttuftion from the:/Preſence of the Lord, and 


{from the-glory of his power, and not call to | 


:you, Repexr, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at 
Hind ? Can weread, how the unprofitable Ser- 
'ygot, thatmade not uſe of: his Talent, bur bu- 


Tx&d it under ground, and would not. watch, | 


'or make himſelf ready to;meet his Maſter, ſhall 
tbe Qrown-into- out ward darkneſs, where there 
2*$:tiow ling and'gnaſhing of teeth, and not beg 


-- 
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.of-you to trim your Lamps, and ariſe from the | | 


dead, thar Chriſt may.give-you light 2 Can we 
remember, how-many millions lie now roaring 
under the fears and terrors of their own Con- 
Ketgnces in another -world, that would.not be 
iperſuaded to part with their-darling boſom S1ns, 
'till death tore them away from them, and not 
teſtifie unto-you, leſt you alſo come into that 

ace of torment ? Can we ſee you ſtand upon 
the brink of deftruCtion, - and be ſo cruel, as 
Not to acquaint you with the bottoinkeſs gulph 
that's underneath ? Would you have us to be 
-a$ tyrannical to you, as you are to your own 
"Souls 2 Or would you have us leap into ever- 


laſting , 


ee Be at So 0. 1 
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| are2, Are you afraid men will 
| being ſerious 2 Had not You bet 
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ung burniags, with: -you a, for on Teclulming 
om . venturi "idto*thi hat; fire ? | 
Mos what is 1t. at doth! diſt uta be you ſto 
ſincere conſideration of yout ooh 

tion ? - What are , you afraid. of-2. Why do joa 


L or no? Why do ye diſptite-the call 
hy do ye ſtand muſing , What hinders you? 
ls there (AO impediment that you roay not re- 
move, if you wull,?, Had you beeh but'aquar- 
ter of an nh in Hal would" not you ca all 
" Menlo, And d fools, that” now exciiſe thett 
ul neglect of this wark > Would not you 
E vanity of their pretonces ? ? Would Hot you 
confeſs, that all thoſe pretended Clogs dre mers 
cobwebs, which may 2s ,broke thro! 
the:greateſt eaſe ? Would you be frighir f from 
this duty, by any. tethporal. loſſes, 'as, now you 
gh at you for 


at here, than be'ſcorn'd by har er bis wy 
els to all Eternity ? Had not [jou better] 
jeer'd here, than have. the great King of Hea- 
ven laugh at your endleſs calamity, and rock 
when your everlaſting fears do £0) 5 upon y (3 
If a Fool laughs at you, do you regardit y Afi 
why ſhould you regard ſuch Mens ſcorn an 
_ than the laughter of fools? - Alas ! the 
are diſtemper'd-in their-brains, they ſee not the 
things which belong to their peace, they know 
not what Religion means! Willany man give 
oyer the ſtudy of ME or Law, or Phylick, 
becauſs 


ki ? Why..do you detiberdte whettice 


396 DThe Great Law 
becauſe the ignorant Peaſant ſneers at him ? 
Will a Tradeſman leave his. Calling, becauſe 
ſach a Man. makes Songs and Ballads upon't ? 
If you are perſuaded, that Conſideration, and ' 
longing after your Spiritual concerns, is the 
- way to real happineſs, will you be miſerable, 
becauſe another man would not have you'to 
be happy ? Will that Man who laughs at you 
for deſpifing the World, fave you harmleſs at 
the day of Judgment 2 Will he bail you out, 
when God's Thunders ſhall break out upon' all 
diſobedient Sinners ? Will he undertake for you, 
when God will be abuſed and mocked nolonger,. | 
and the day of his wrath doth come ! Will he 
be your Advocate, when you ſhall have your 
Conſciences pleading againſt you ! Alas, poor 
forlorn Wretches ! He will.not be able to an- 
ſwer for himſelf, how then: ſhould he plead 
your cauſe? And if he can'de-you nd6 ſervice, | 
cannot ſecure you againſt the anger of the Al- 
mighty, why will you be perſuaded. by the 
anger or diſpleaſure of a Man, though nevt 
fo great and qntet-hng to omit thar, on which 
your Eternal welfare doth depend ? | 
- Sinner, as light as thou makeſt now of this 
ſerious reflefAtion on thy Spiritual concerns, thou 
muſt conſider them one time of other ; if thou 
wilt not here, God will force thee to do it in 
Hell, whether thou wilt or no : Here Conſt 
deration may do good, but there it will but 
aggravate thy torments ; here it may ſnatch 


thee like a brand out of the fire, there it will 
increaſe 
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increaſe thy flames ; here it may bea means to 
enlighten thee, there it will be a meanstocon- 
found thee for ever. Proud', Self-conceited 
Man, who canſt find no time for ferious Con- 
fideration here ! In Hell thou wilt have time 
enough, and Oh, how many ſad hours will 
it cauſe to conſider, how thou haſt miſperit 
thy time, how thou haſt flung away fo ma- 
ny precious hours upon thy unlawful pleas 
fires, how thou haſt derided . ſuch a Sermon; 
harden'd thy Heart upon ſuch a diſcourſe, flight- 
ed God's'motions to Repentance, ſmother*d the 
checks of thine own Conſcience, preferr'd the 
World before Heaven, obey'd Man more than 
thy Creator, ſuffer'd every trivial outward 
elpe&, to call thee away from' Devotion, mi- 
fttruſted God's Providence, taken his -Name' in 


_ vain,laugh'd at the wholſome Counſels of thy 


Parents and Teachers, 'deſpis'd thy Neighbours, 
cenſur'd their aftions more than thy own, ta- 
ken thy fl of fin, been © weary of following 

hriſt; backward to any thing thats good; de- 
Iighted with nothing bur Vanity and Folly, dif- 
honoured God, diſgraced-Religion, expoſed it 
to-contempt and' ſcorn, drawn others ihto' Vice, 
hagh'd Men into Folly, dragg*d them ihto Hell, 
murther'd-thetr Squls as well as thine 6wn, neg- 


Ie&cd'thy Prayers, diſtegafded: the Poor, op- 


prefſed'the Needy, been gr edy #frer the World, 


_ #hd yndervalu'd the pains #nd coft 'God did 


eftow to 'entice thee to enter into his Reſt! 
At 'tHis Hit 'thow'tt. be forc*d to Conſider, how 


pfcat'a Biefing- thou'haſt refus*d, what com- 


E e he fore 
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fort thou haſt depriv'd thyſelf of, what a wiſe 
courſe thoſe took , that would not be perſua- 
ded by the vain careleſs World, to caſt God's 
Law behind them. But alas! theſe Conſidera- 
tions will then be too late; time: was, when 
thou might'ſt have conſider*d the odiouſneſs 
of ſin, and turn'd from thy evil ways; time 
was, when thou might'{t have conſider'd the 
ablolute neceſſity: of deſpiſing the World, and 
dedicated thyſelf, thy Children, thy Life and 
Wealth to God's Servicez time was, when thou 
mightr*{ have conſider'd, that God's Mercy and 
Patience did lead thee to Repentance, and ſo 
have turn'd to God withall thy Heart, and this 
had been to ſecure God's Favour, and to enter 
thy nameinth* ook of Life, but in Hell, ſuck 
Thoughts uv but gnaw and ſting thee more, 
there they do but angment thy Sorrow and In- 
dignation againſt thyſelf z there they do but 
make thee weary of thy life, and the worſt of 
it is, that there thou canſt not be rid of theſe 
Conſiderations, they*ll come tato' thy mind: 
_ +againſt thy Will 3 here thou didit take pains to' 
keep them out, there 'thou canſt not hinder 
_ them from burthening and oppreſling thy Soul z 
here buſineſs and mirth diverred them, there, 
thou canft not ſhake them off with all the in- 


duſtry -and labour thou  canſt uſe; thou need't, | 


no accuſer there, theſe Conſiderations will 'be. 
tufticient witneſſes againſt thee ; there, there, 
thou''r wiſh, O thatI had believ'd the Preach- 
ez of the Word | I find thoſe Men were a 

tiG 
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the right, I find they ſaw more than I did 
Find they, were not miſtaken ; if I had follow- 
ed their /wIvick, F had built my Houſe upon a 
Rock; I find they ſpoke'no more but reaſon, 
E find they exhorted me to nothing, but what 
was ſafe and beneficial to my Soul. Forgive 
me, ye Men of God, pardon my contempt ' of 
your Zeal and Fervency ; O ſend te ſome Laza- 
rus, that he may dip the tip of his Finger ar, 
Water, and cool my Tongue? It your Prayers; 
x your Tears, if your Intreaties, if your 10 
rerceſſions can prevail with God, O help, help; 
for Iperiſh in this gulphf Piead with your God; 
ſolicite for me at the Throne of Gtace,; double; 
tteble your Cries and Supplications 3 try whes 
ther God will have Mercy on me, who have* 
had. no Mercy oh myſelf. -I am frighted; Fam 
| troubled on every ſidez FT would Stab myſelf; 
and cannot ;''die, ahd muſt notz Eſcape, and, 
tare riot : Piry, pity a poor miſerable Worm 
Will none relieve me? do all fcrfake' me? do' 
Men and. Angels leave me? Is there no body 
to fpeal comfort to me'7 5 there ho doot for. 
Conlolation open? Areall the avenues to Mer-" 
cy fhut e Hear, hear ye inhabitants of Heavent' 
are you deaf to my groans? are you grownftran- 
gers fo compaſſon'? Where is your 'wonted 
clemency ?* Will ao repentance touch rhe Heart 
, of God ? Will no Sorrow move him? Will no” 
Anguiſh melt him ? Dull Citizens of that Ce-? 
leſtial Common wealth !' Are you ſo buly wirh * 
Hallelnjeh's, as not to hear theſe crys? Are yott' 
WET Ee 2 not 
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not frighted by theſe ſobs in your cheartul me. 


lodies? Are you {> taken up, that none of' you 
can look dowa into theſe diſmal Vaults? 


Look! yonder is the bright Mcſes, the Man 
whole Face did ſhine, that with his Prayer dif 
comfited Amalek,and when the Almighty vow 
have deſtroy'd the Hoſt of 1/rae/ food in the 
gap, and blunted the Conſuming Angels Sword! 
Is all his Power gone? Is the virtue of his Pray» 
er loſt ? Ah! will he, not Pray, that this wretch, 
this worm, this poor , maletattor, who, would. 
fainrepent,may be ſettree? Where is that Joſbus 
that-prayed for the Sun's ſtanding till, and. ib 
ſtood ſti]l in the. midſt of Heaven? Hath he, 
no Prayer left to ſtop my calamity, : and togave, 
a truce;to. my Torments £ Where is. that Eljub, 
that pray'd that there might be no Raia, and, 
there came no Rain -for three, years and fix 
Months? and cannagt,, he Pray that this, Eire 
may £0. out ? 92 2 ON Ie, 


_ A thouſand ſuch cries will then be in vain ; 
Conſideration now would moſt certaivly pres; 
vent thoſe Cries; this would repreſent ii:c 1; ons, 
of thoſe wretches in that duſmal;Frxon, io foch 
lively charaQters to thy mind, that thou wouiaft 
be reſtleſs, till thou gil get into; the ſtraight, 
way that leads to Lite ; and art. not #1! ready 
to embrace it ? What Friend, whap Enc; 1: what 
Devil, what Charm quenches ths of thy 
Reſolutions 2 Doſt thau own God ivr cl:y Crean 
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tor and Governour, onethat hath greater rea- 
ſon tocommand thee, than thy Prince, or Ma- 
ſter, or Parents, and doſt thou refuſe to obey 
him ? Doſt thou believe, that whatever is in 
Man, and can challenge Obedience, is more emi- 
neatly in God; and doſt thou ſcruple to com- 
ply with his Will? Wilt thou prove a Rebel to 
thy Prince, a prodigal Son ro thy Father? An 
unfaithful Servant to the belt of Maſters? Why 
ſhouldf{t not thou truſt God with thy Soul 2 Why... 
ſhouldſt not thou run at his Call ? What is it,Sin- 
ner, that would make thee take thy ways into 
ſerious Conſideration ? Would a Miracle do it ? 
Why, thou haſt as great reaſon to believe, that 
thoſe Miracles, which are recorded in the Goſpel 
to have been wrought. for confirmation of 
Chriſt's Sayings, were really wrought, and per- 


 form'd, as thou haſt to believe the reality of a 


Miracle, if thou ſhouldft ſee one wrought be- 
fore thine eyes ; either thoubelievelt that thoſe 


-Miracles were wrought by Chriſt and his Apo- 


ſtles, or thou doſt not 3 it thou doſt not, why 
doſt not thou examine the circumſtances tobe 
ſatisfied ? If thou doſt, what need there any 
more Miracles? If thoſe Miracles wilt not per- 
ſuade thee, how ſhould a new Miracle do it ? 
nay, how ſhall we be ſure, that the ſighr ofa 
new Miracle would work upon thee ? How ſoon 
would tune wear out the memory of it, and leave: 
thee ascareleſs as it found thee? thou ſceſt mi- 
raculous providences every day, and yet they 
move thee not z that God ſpares fuch a rebelli- 
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ous ſinful wretch as thou art, ſo long, and af. 
ter {ſo many thouſand provocations,1s a Miracle; 
thou ſ{ceſt Water turn'd into Wine every year, 
tor the infipid Liquor of the Vine is changed 
into another taſte ; -thou ſ{eeſt how from a dry 
Acorn, z mighty Tree doth grow, which . gives 
proteftian to Men and Beaſts, and to the Fowls 
of the Air ; thou knoweſt how from rhat li- 
quid Principle Job doth ſpeak of, 4 mancloath- 
ed with Skin and fleſb, and fenced with bones and 
faews riſes. What mighty Miracles would theſe 
be, if they were not common? and yet none 
of rheſe ſtir thy Soul to reflect ſeriouſly, what 
thou muſt do to be ſaved 2 Would an. au- 
dible voice from Heaven do it? Why, how 
couldſt thou be{ureit came from Heaven? And 
ſhould a voice come to thee from the Regions 
of Bliſs, ſhould God vouchſate thee ſuch a Mel- 
ſage immediately from the Clouds as this, 
Returz, thou backſliding ſinner, and I will zot 
gavſe mine anger to fall upon thee; for I am mere 
ciful, .and will not keep anger for ever. Only at- 
knowledge thine iniquity, that thou haft tranſgreſ- 
fed againſt the Lord thy God, and haſt not obey- 
£4 my voice « Why, it would be no more but 
what God hath ſaid already, it might for the 
preſent ſurprize and ſtartle thee a little ; but if 
that Precepr written cannot work upon thy 
Squl. it's to be fear'd, the Precept ſpoke from 
Heaven would make po very laſting imprel- 
= upon thee. Thou art ſufficiently aſſured, 
lo aſſurzd, that a Van of reaſon cannot juſtly 
14% 2 et . deſire 
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deſire better grounds, that God hath ſpoke 
thoſe worts to thee already ; and if God's re- 
peating this Duty {o often in his Word can do 
no good, what hopes is there, that repeated 

ain, it wouid draw thy Heart away i: om fin, 
and from the Wor |d 2 Would a man's rifing from 


 thedead do 1 2 Why, Chrilt 1s riſen from the 


dead, and 15 become the firſt-truits of them that 
ſiept; and he doch, with all the proteſtatrons 
that are fic tor a God to make, aſſure thee, thar 
he that believes nor, that is, ſhews not his Faith 
by his Works, (hail be damn'd ; and would en- 
gage thy mind to ruminate upon that threat- 
ning, and ts think which way thou maylſt flee, 
and be treed from that deſtruction he ſpeaks 
of: And why wilt not thou give credit to what 
he iaich? Nay, if thou ſhould'ſt ſee a Spirit, 
the Ghoſt of one 'that hath been thy acquaint- 
ance formerly, a 'Ghoſt- that ſhould, by wotul 
experience, infarm thee, that thoſe things the 
Scripture ſpeaks of, are undoubtedly true, and 
that Gad will proceed exadly, according to 
what he hath promis'd, and threatned there, it 
would more fatisfie thy Curioſity, than advance _ 


thy Piety : And the queſtion ſtill may be, Whee 


ther it would fatisfie thy Curioſity ? Fer it's 
poſſible thou mayſt imagine, that it might be 
a deception of Sight , and ſo forget it, and 
flight it, and make little of that motive. Thou 
confeſleit Chriſt's Reſurrection, and why he 
ſhould not be believed betorea Spirit, eſpecially: 
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when a Spirit could fay no more than he hath 
faid, I cannot well conceive. 


Sinner, who ſeth not, that all theſe preten- 
ces are like the wiſhes of ickly Men, that wiſh 
for this or that Fruit, or this or that Diſh, and 
when t is brought, it1s ſo far from curing them, 
that often it makes them worſe, and incteaſes 
their diſtemper ? Who ſees not, that thele are 
but 1nventions, to give {cme colour of reaſon 
to thy unwillingneſs, to ſhake off the fins which 

do ſo cally beſer thee? Who ſees not, that theſe 
 areonly Arguments ſuggeſted by the Devil, to 
keep thy Soul trom her true food and nouriſh- 
ment? And who is the loſer all this while? Thou 
_ wouldft fain impoſe upon God, and make him 
believe, that it 1s not want of Will, but want 
of Aſſurance, that this ſerious Conſideration of 
thy ways is neceſſary, that makes thee ſtand 
out againſt it, And alas! the cheat thou ſeek*(t 
to put upon God, thou put*{t upon thine own 
Soul ; and 1s thy Soul ſo inconſiderable a thing, 
that thou makeſt nothing of deluding, and cir- 
cumveating it ? 


What thinkeſt thou, Sinner? Suppoſe thou 
d1d{t ſee a Senate, or Parliament, made up of 
very grave, wiſe, ſober, judicious Meh, who 
ſhould unanimouſ] y give their verdi in a cauſe, 
and determine it ; and while theſe Men, after 


ſerzous del:beration, give their Judgment in the | 
Cale 
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Caſe propos'd to them, in comes the MalefaCtor, 
againſt whom they have given Sentence,  aC- 
cules the Decree of the Senate of injuſtice, char- 
ges their Vote with a Lye,and takes a great deal 
of pains ro make the World believe a tale of 
his own making ; whom would*ſt thou believe, 
that grave, wiſe, judicious Senate, or the Ma- 
ſefattor? The Senate ſure ; and then, when God, 
Angels, and Men, the wiſeſt, the graveſt, the 
learned'ſt of them,do all unanimouſly determine, 
that without a ſerious Confideration of thy Spi- 
ritual Concerns, thou canſt not arrive to any 
ſincere reformation of Life,canſt never know the 
danger thou art in, or what thou muſt do to 
eſcape unquenchable fire ; and that without 1t 
thou art a truly miſerable Man, and dolſt take 
the way that leads to deſtruttion, haſt thou the 
impudence to oppole thy ſickly Opinion, which 
ariſes from a diftemper'd Head, and a more 
diſtemper'd Conſcience, to the grave, ſound, 
and orthodox Judgment of Men, infinitely wiſer 
than thyſelf? When all, with: one conlear, 
affirm, that thou art ſick to death, and nothing 
but Conſideration can recover thee; wilt thou 
cancel their Verdi, by preſcribing to thyſelf 
Medicines of thine own making? All cry out 
againſt thy inconſiderate courſe of lite, God 
doth not juſtifie it, Angels do condemn it, the 
Preachers of the Goſpel coufute it, Philoſophers |. 
arraign it, thy Reaſon hath -Arguments againſt 
it, thy Conſcience chides thee tor it, thy ſober 
TT Ew. Neighbours 
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Neighbours reprove it 3 and wilt not thou ſub- 
ſcribe to their Sentence £ What inſolence is it to 
thinkthy ſelf more knowing, than he that knows 
all things? Behold, Sinner, here lies the way 
to Heaven, God 1s intreating thee to walk in it ; 
the Devil 1s bulie to diſcourage thee from ir, 
God faith, Here I will be found ; the Devil ſug- 
gelts, that the Sons of Anack dwell chere. God 
wiſhes thou wouldit yield, and live ; the Devil, | 
that thou wouldſt ſtand out, and die. God 
ſeeks to Crown thee ; the Devil to rob thee of 
thy Diadem. God aſſures thee, that this 1s 
the Garden where thy Graces muſt grow ; the 
Devil argues, that nothing but Weeds and Thi- 
_Rtles grow there. All the diſpute is, who ſhall 
"have thy Soul, God or the Devil ? Think, $1n- 
ner, for: God?s ſake, think who is the Rewarder, 
and who is the Tormenter; whois the King that 
can fave thee, and who 1s the Executioner _ 
ſtudies only toruine thee ; ſhall not God 
vail? Wilr not thou give him thy Heart ? And 
ſhall Satan go away with thy Soul ? Shall he 
poſſeſs that Treaſure,which Angelsareambitious 
of 2 For ſhame, let not God go away empty ; 
think what a condeſcenſion i It 15 in God, to be 
willing to accept of ſo inconſiderable a Preſent 
asthy Heart? What is thy Soul to him ? What 
benefit doth he receive by oftering thee his Bo» 
ſom ? It thou haſt ſuch a mind. to be the Devils 
Slave, what need God take pains to reſcue thee 
trom that bondage ? Dot chou think he cannot 
live without thee ? Doſt thou think thy being 
| in 
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in tis Heaven, doth add any thing to his felicity £ 
co:12t heas well be glorified in thy Tormeats, 
' can in thy Salvation ? Cannot he make 
Mc: triumph over ſuch a ſtubborn Wretch 
., art ? Wherein doth his advantage lie? 
1 50t he he God, and Great, and Glorious, 
admired by Angels, while thoy frieſt in 
{? Thou ha{t very highly obliged him 1n- 
:d, that he need be ar ail th:s rrouble tomake 
-e in love with his ways? Should'{t not thou 
-.2d amazed at his Favour ? Shouldſt not thou 
\nder, that this immenſe and infinite Majeſty 
v ! vouchſafe a Gracious look to ſo vilea Worm 
4 o1art? And canſt rhou ſee a God court thee, 
a'\ row coy 2 Doth Godoffer to kiſs thee with 
ti: kitfes'ct his Lips, and doſt thou ſcorn his 
enibraces? Canſt thou ſee him careſs thee, and 
tifrn away thy Face? wilt thou prefer the mq- 
tions of a lying Devil, before the Oracles of the 
great God of Heaven ? Hadft thou rather go 
along with him, that will murtherthee, than 
accompany him that will encircle thy Head with 
a Crown of Glory # Shall God magnifie his Mer= 
cy upon thee, and wilt thou fall in love with 
his Enemy ? Doth God intend, by making lov 
to thy Soul, ro give a character to the Worldo 
his infinite goodneſs and compaſſion, and dareft 
thou be ſo boldas to leffen that charatter, by thy 
contempt and ingratitude ? | | 
Behold, Sinner , God is willing to lay aſide 
his flaming Sworg, thou ſhalt hear of him no 
— Py ST ne yn en 
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more in the Earthquake, or in the Storm, or in 
the mighty Wind, that breaks the Rocks in pie- 
ces,. but in the {till ſmall voice: The voice of 
Boanerzes ſhall ſound no morein thy Ears,hell 
blow his Trumpet of War no more all his ftrowns 
ſhall be done away, he?ll fright thee no more 
wich Hell-fire; if his Grace, his Mercy, his 
Compaſſion, can but allure thee to bethink thy. 
ſelf, and cloſe with him, and ſo to 'conlider 
the concerns of thy Soul, as to reſign thyſelf 
altogether to his guidance and direction ; 
his Aſpe& ſhall be kind, his Countenance ſhall 
be nothing but ſmiles, his Face jhall be a per- 
petual Sunſhine, if by Conſideration of thy 
ways, thou wilt become ſenſible of thy former 
_ folly, and throw it away, and take up with 
him alone: If his kindly Beams can thaw thy 
frozen Heart,if his Calm can win thee,and make 
thez proſtrate thyſelf before the Lion of the 
Tribeof Judah, Heaven and Earth ſhall be no 
| Tonger 1a confpication againſt thee, and thou 
ſhalc nor need to look any more for Thunders 
and Lightnings from that Heaven ; ſtand till, 
Sinner,and ſee the Salvation ofGod;behold Grace 
and Merey lies weeping at thy Feet, the free,the 
{overeign, the extenfive, the attraftive Grace of 
God comes wooing to thy Soul, and doth be- 
ſpeak thee in this manner ; Hold, hold, thou 
poor belotted Creature, whither do{t thou run? 
Hear,..hear, I bring thee the joyfulleſt tidings, 
that cver were brought tothe ears of Men ; God 
will be thy Father, the Lord Jeſus thy Saviour, 
the 
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the Holy Ghoſt thy. Comforter, the Angels thy 


Companions; thy Life ſhall be a perpetual Hos 
lyday ; thou ſhalt bea Friend of God, an Heir 


of Heaven, and Coheir with Chriſt, thy figs 


ſhall be all done away, thy iniquities ſhall be 
remembred no more,all the promiſes of the;Go+ 
ſpel ſhall be thine, God will vouchſafe to live 
with thee, the Holy Ghoſt will make thy Squl 
his Temple, thou ſhalt have ſtrength 'to over- 
come Hell and Devils, Flames and Swords, and 
be. more than a Conqueror, thrpugh him thag 
loved thee, the Lord. Jeſus Chriſt :' Ask a Hea- 
ven, and:theu. ſhalt have it; a Grown,, and 40 
ſhall be;thrown into thy boſome,z. a Kingdom 
and it. ſhall be thine ask all the Treaſures, of 
Glory, and they ſhall not bedenied thee : From. 
this time forward thy Namie ſball be inrolled 
among the Favourites of Heaven, ang . in thy 
Soul, as-in Jacob's Ladder, the Angels ſhall be, 
continually aſcending and deſcending, and thy 
Head, like  Gideon's Fleece, ſhall be water'g, 
with the dew of Heaven, while the ugbelieving) 
World ſhall be dry ; and all this ſhall: be thine, 
ifmy Love, my Mercy, my Kindneſs,can. PSr 
Eris! 


vail with thee, and engage: thee to;think 


ouſty, what thou muſt do to pleaſe God;and to be 
happy for ever. O Sinner, had thofewho now. 
lie ſweltring under the :burgiog:wrath of Al- 
mighty God, ſuch an offer as this, how woutgd. 
they leap, and triumph, and. agree. to fo. reas} 
ſonable a condition, and thank God upon NC 
nde 
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bended knees, day and night, and praiſe hint 
without inrermiſſtron, that he will vouchſaſe to 
receive them,on no harder terms than theſe! O 
Sinner, is thy Heart of Stone, that it doth not 
diſſolveat this Gracious Meſſage? Can the Rock 
hold out againſt theſe bowels of Compaſſion? 
Poor ſtubborn Wretch ! Were not thy Heart all 
Steel, were not-thy Conſcience ſeared , hoy 
couldſt rhou forbear being prick'd at the Heart ? 
hadſt thou but the leaſt ſpark of good nature 
left ut thee, what might not theſe Golden 
Chains, - theſe Sitken Strings, theſe Cords of | 
Love, do with thy immortal Soul? The only | 
reaſon that the Servants of Bezbaaad had, to' 
hamble themſelves to the King of 1/rae/, was 
this, We have heard that the Kings of Iſrael are 
merciful Kings: Sinner,” haſt not rhou' botlr 
Heard and ſeen, and ſeeſt it to this day, that the 
true King of [/rae/ 1s a merciful King ? and will 
not this prevail with thee; to throw thyſelf 
down at his Feet, and kiſs his Scepter, -and con- 
ſider thy imprudence, in deviating ſo long from. 
the end of thy* Creation and Redemprion, and 
make thee contented to part with all the ſtrong 
holds of Jury within thee,and: with all ima» 
ginations, that exalt themſelves againſt rhe obe- 
dience of Chrift Feſns ? | | 
- Odo not tell me , that thou wilt moſt cet- 
tainly bethink-rhyſelf ſometime hereafter, when 
| ſickneſs, and approaching death ſhall take thee 
_ ef from thy worldly buſineſſes: Vain: Ou 
| Man 
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Man ! How doſt thou know, thou ſhalt live tilt. 
to Morrow ? For, What « thy life ? even a va- 
pour that appears for a little time, and then Var 
niſhes away. How many thouſands are cut off, 
as they are going up the Hill, in the Noon of 
their days, before half their race be. run ; And 
what Patent haſt thou from Heaven,that it ſhall 


| not be thus with thee? God laughs at that Re- 


ance, which Men. begin, when they can: 
p Sin and the World, no; longer ; he ſees it is 
forc'd, and ſqueez'd, and weak, and fecblez and 
will God accept of thy Devotion, when thou 


| haſt exhauſted the Cream and Marrow. of thy 


bones in the Devil's ſervice? How, Sinner? Cons, 
ſider thy ways upon thy Death-bed? Mad: 
Man ! Doſt thou know what Conſideration 
means? The Soul muſt be 1 its full ſtreagth,thar ; 
conſiders the ſinfulneſs, and fad conſequences of 


| herlife. Doſt not thou-ſee, how in ſicknels the. 


Soul fymparthizes with' the Body ? How the: 
Mind languiſhes with the'Fleſh £ How: weak;; 
how feeble the Thoughts are upon, a Deaths; 
bed ? How the Mind is: employed with thigk-3 
ing of the- pain, and anguiſh, and-uneaſineſs of; 
the Body ? How Mens weakneſs ſcarce gives; 
them leave ro repeat the Lord's Prayer. intire,, 
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how tranſitory and ſuperficial Mens Thoughts 
of Sin, and of another World are , except 
they have gotten a habit of: Heavenly-mind- 
edneſs, by a. long and conſtant .praQiſe of 
Holineſs, in the time of their Health and Li- 
berty before? And doth Salvation deſerve 
no more, but a few ſlight, and skin-dee 
reflexions , when thou--lieſt a dying? Cant 
thou have ſuch low Thoughts of everlaſting 
Glory, as to let Conſideration 'of 1t come be- 
hind all the fatisfattions of thy fleſh? Canſt 
thou entertain ſuch pitiful ſneaking 'Conceits, 
concerning” that mighty Heaven, God, out of 
his fingular'and unparallelPd Mercy, hath con- 
deſcended to promiſe to his Saints, as' to. de- 
lay :rhy Contemplations, and thy taking a 
view of it," till thy Heart-ſtrings break, and 
thy -Throat begins to rattle, and-the Houle 1s 
fallmp 2- Go ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepa- 
red | for the Devil and his Angels. Alas! when 
Ven area dying, the time- of working 1s paſt, 
that's the Night wherein no Van canwork; 
that's the' time indeed to reap comfort of our 
former conſcientious PraCttiſes, but (not - the 
tirne -to* work out our Salvation in ; that's 
the” time of rejoycing,becauſe our 'Redemptt-! 
on draws nigh , not the time of ſetting out! 
from the Gates of Hell ; that's the time to finiſh 
our courſe with Joy, not the _ time to be-' 
gin a Holy Life. Alas! the ſtrength and vigor 
which muſt be uſed ina Heavenly Converſa-' 
: | + tion,* 
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tion; 1s ther gone, afd Men are juſt upot the. 
point of teckonirig with God 5 their Accounts 
muſt theri be ready, not to make-up; -/So- that: 
i thou att not ready now; : to take thy Spiri» 
tual concerns: into. ferious conſideration, thy 
heart . will 'be hardned every day; :more- and 
more,” and the longer thou liveft, the tefs mind 
thow wilt have wy about it ; and if thou doſt 
not-think' it worth thy crouble, to fpare now 
and then an hour from thy worldly bulineſles, 
to mind this one thing neceſſary, thou doſt. as 
d as tell God, that thou wilt -have none of 
is Heaven, / and judgeft thyſelf unworthy of 
Eternal Life. 9.4; | 
- O Sinner, the preſent time. is the day of Sals 
vation; 'this is the acceptable:tyume; now: ſtrike, 
and 'thy fins will fall; now ftrive, and-the 
Crownwwitl- be thine: ; now fall-ro:-work, and 
promiſe thyſelf eternal reſt :- Thou eanſt call 
no time/thine own bur-the preſent,':that's only 
m thine hands; - make uſe of that,; and! fave 
thyſelf from-this unroward Generation., + Extri= 
care: thyfelf from - the - deluſions; of - the. fleſh, 
take courage, and begone ; ftay not in» Soda, 
now accept of Merey, now lay up thy Treaſure, 
and ſecure vhy right 'to-the. Tree: of Lite; now 
remember thy Creatorz and God will-remer- 
ber thee when he makes nphis Jewels, and ſpare 
thee; as a man would ſpare his own Son that 
ſerves him. - z Ie, 
: Hear then this, Men, Fathers, and Brethren / 
the God sf. your A God of ATT, ., 
| 
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the God of T/aac, and the God of Jacob hath 
ſent us to you, to tell you, that his Supper is 
ready, and the doors are open, and the Gueſts 
are come,' and yet there is room, and that you 
may fill the room which 1s left, is the meſſage 
we come to acquaint you withal from him, who 
delights not in the death of a ſinner, but would 
have him turn and live. Hear this, ye Great 
Ones, ye Nobles, ye Mighty Men, and conſider 
your ways : Conlider whether that voluptuous 
life you lead, is like that life which that Savi- 
our, in whom you pretend to believe, doth 
preſcribe in his Gofpel > Conſider whether you 
are not obliged to practile all thoſe Virtues and 
Duties that the meaner ſort perform? And 
whether in framing to yourſelves a new way to 
Heaven, a way difterent-from what the Word of 
God doth repreſent, you are like to be happy 
in thoſe Caſtles of Air you build, and like to 
arrive to that Glory which you wiſh for, 
and hope to be received into £ Conſider what - 
your pride and ſenſuality will at laſt conclude 
in? And whether you will dare to brave it at 
the great Tribunal, as now you do on Earth, 
where you have no body to controul you? Ye 
that are Magiſtrates, whom Providence hath 
placed over others to execute Juſtice, and to 
1hew a good example, Conſiaer your ways. - Con- 
ſider how heavy your connivance at the moſt 
notorious ſins, fins that offer to pluck even 
God out of his Throne, will lie upon your 
| Conſcien- 
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Conſciences one day ! Confider what hutr you 
do, how many Souls you ruine, by*your de- | 
bauch'd and luxurious lives | Conſider, whethes | 
you can fatisfie God as eafily as you can do Maii, 
and whether that. injuſtice, that oppreſſion, that 
covetouſneſs, that lewdneſs you make nothing 
of now, are not ſins weighty enough to bear 
you down into the burning Lake? Ye Learned 
Men, whether Miniſters or others, who 'ſee 
and know more than the Vulgar do, Conſider 
your ways. Conſider whiether that great know+ 
ledge you have, will not procure you double 
ſtripes, if you improveit not intoa higher degree 
of ſeriouſneſs, than common people uſez Corn 
ſider what a ridiculous thing you make Religi= 
on, if, being perſuaded and convinced of the 
rationality of it, you do not expreſs tlie power 
of it in your converſations. Conſider whether 
building Heaven with your Voices, ahd "Hell 
with your Behaviour and Deportment, will not 
bring down upon you the ſevereſt Plagues 
that are written in the Book of God1: Ye that 
are Hearers of the Word, and frequent the 
Temple of the Lord, to be taughr his Starutes 
and his Qrdinances, Conſider your ways.” Con- 
fider whether ſo many entreafings, warnings, ' 
reproofs, and admonitions, iti ſeaſon andoutof 
ſeaſon, which you take no notice of, © wilt 
not be brought in one day, as evidences to ju- 
ſtifie your everlaſting condemnation? Conlider 
how God is like to reſent your barrenneſs and 
Ff 2 unfruitful= 
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l uofruitfyloeſs padex the.richeſt means of Grace, 
under og droppings..of his -fatneſs ! Conſider 
} Ju ly Got Tg Fires your not digeſting 

N lying his, Commands and Precepts to 

ſe Vs, with. hardneſs: and blindneſs of 

cart, and whether this Judgment be, not more 
requent, chan the World is aware of, and whe- 
ther you do not participate of that Judgment? 
Ar fhys, all ye that carry Rational, Angelical 
"> xa your breaſts, Conſider your mays. : Con- 
ider what enflaving your Souls to vitious affe- 
CHODS will come to, and whether they will not 
thriys better, being irradiated with. "Heavenly 
lighwutban warm'd by Helliſh Luſtss .and whe- 
ther it; will not be mope for your credit to- ad- 
Gags them to their. primitive, luſtre and, heaus 
an.lole them, by {fin and vanity, Sirs, 
you. ſtand upon. the brink of a. bottomleſs pit ; 

vi! , but.a Man,whole brainsare crack'd, would 

pot eS: about himſelf? Theleaſt puſh or thruſt 

ſends.y you «hither ; - Who would not take ſome 

PRs to get into a Harbour? The Ship is ready 

to: be caſtaway,. the. Maſts are fplir, it's leaking 

ON. every fide ; Who would not lay hold of a 

Plan to ſave himſelf-from / wank Bo If you 

- kngw.not what todo. with, that power of Con- 
ſideration God harh given you, marvel not if 
God takes it away ;, and fince you will not be- 
think yourſelves. how. to be freed from fin and 

miley, proteſts in, his anger, that.you ſhall not 

: able to. make uſe of that power any, more, in: 


Ek Giger ta obtain Eternal Life, ſince you will not 


take 
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take up that Sword of the Spirit, to cut the | 
cords of Sin and Diſobedience , mo wonder if 
Gbd blunts and dulls the edge of jt, that it ſhall 
be of no uſe to you, when you would employ . 
it. O Chriſtians, there is no jeſting with a mer- 

ciful God ; where the greateſt mercy 1s {corn*d 
and rejeQed, W hat can yeexpett but thelevereſt 
Judgments ? Be .wiſe therefore, betore , the 
black Decree be irreverſibly Sign/dand Seal'd 


againſt you ; you'll bleſs the hour and the day 


which bears the Daze of your entire and ſincere 
agreement to God's Will in this particular ; and 
when you ſhall find, by bleſſed experyence,: that 
this ſerious Confideration of your ways 15 the 
Gate to Paradiſe, you'll admire the Bounty, 
Wiſdom, and Goodaeſs of Gad,. that moved 
your hearts to embrace the motion, .- and yo. 

will not. be able to forbear breaking out into 
Singing the Song of Moſes, and: the. Song of the 
Lamb, Bling, Honour, and Glory be unto Him 
that ſits upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb for 


ever and ever, 
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Of Retirement and Prayer, the two great helps t0 
Conſideration. Retirement proved to be neceſſary 
10 make Conſideration of our gt” ſtate more 

quick and lively. Prayer calls in the aſſiſtence 
of God's Spirit, and renders the mers effettual. 
A Form of Prayer to be uſed upon this 0ccar 


fron. 


Will Charitably ſuppoſe, that the prece- 

ding Exhortation may have made ſome im- 
reſton upon my Reader,' and made him, in 
ome meaſtre, willing rothink more of his Soul, 
and of the danger it is 1ft, and of his Eternal 
State, than formerly he uſed to do ; and there- 
fore to ſhew him how this Conſideration muft 
'be managed, that it may in truth conquer and 
ſubdue his inordinate afteftions, and make them 
ſubje& to the beſt of Maſters, I ſhall lay down 
ſome neceſſary helps ro Conſideration , and 
theſe are, to mention no more, Retirement and 
Prayer, 


T. R:tirement. Though lT readily grant,(and 
docommentd it too) that Men,as they are walk- 
ing with others, or TE; or going abroad 
abour their neceſſary oecafion, or ſtanding in 
their Shops, or other Rooms, where company 

goes 
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goes in and out, may think, that the courſe they 
ave taken hitherto is not ſafe, and therefore 
it's high time to change and alter it: Yet ſeeing 
thoſe thoughts are too much diverted by ſenſual 
objects, and apt to gono farther than the mind. 
or underſtanding, and reach no deeper than 
ſpeculation ; - it muſt necefſary follow, that Re- 
tirement is requiſite, to make it reach the affe- 
ctions, and to ſpread it as far as the Life and 
Converſation. ; 
| By Retirement, I donot mean abſconding, or 
hiding ones ſelf in a corner in the Country, or 
na Wilderneſs, but retiring in our own Houles. 
Let the place we live in be never ſo populous, 
to be ſure we have Chambers to be private in; 
and as the Rich may make their beſt Room a 
Deſert ſor this work, ſo the pooreſt may con» 
vert any corner in their Houſes into a place/for 
this Exerciſe 5 it's not the neatneſs of a Cloſer 
that cleanſes the Soul from filthineſs, nor the 
curiolity and convenience of a Withdrawing- ' 
rgom, that fits the heart for him that made it 5 
but as Chriſt made ſomtimes a Mountain, ſom- 
times a Ship, ſomtimes a Crols, his Pulpit ; ſo a 
_ may makea Meadow, a Field, a Wood, a 
arret, any-corner in his Houſe, a place fit to 
retire in, to conſider ſeriouſly how the caſe 
[tands between God and his own Soul. I know 
what Men do commonly obje&t, the very ſame 
thing they objeR againſt Conlideration itſelf, 


and whereof we have ſufficiently ſpoke in the 
| Ff4 ſecond 
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ſecond irfipediment, viz. That they have a great) 
deal of bulineſs, and they can ſpare notime for 
this retirement. Buſineſs, no doubt, muſt be 
done; but there 1s a time for every thing; and: 
a ſeaſon for every purpoſe under Heaven, and. 
then ſure there mult be a time for this Spiritual, 
Retirement too ; if there be not, we are obliged 
to findtime for it: He that cannot,or rather will 
not, had as good-ſay, he hath no time to be ſa- 
ved ; and he that cannot ſometimes negle& the 
concerns of his Body; 'or Eſtate, for the con- 
cerns of his better'/part, derides Salvation,; and 
does not believe, that there is ſuch a-thing,:or 
if there be, that it is of ſo much value, as th 
dirt and dung he grovels in. It's true, Manaſſes 
retirement was forced, much againſt his will, 
yet ſtill it was __ that contributed much 
to his amendment ; 'for while he was 'encoms 
paſs'd with his Courtiters and Flatterers, andhis 
fawning Crew, he thought Religion a thing be+ 
low him, and a New: Creature. but a-canti 
term; but' being alone, none but God and hy 
calamity about him, having nothing to take'o 
his thoughts from reflecting on. his Apoſtacy, 
behold, how Conſideration melts him, his Con- 
ſcience/lets upon him, makes him aſhamed of his 
unfaichfulneſs ro his God, makes the Tears 
ftand in his Eyes; and fo great 1s his change, 
thr he who had exceeded allthe Nations round 
«bot him 1n Idolatry, and lewdneſs, immedis 
ately thts awny all the ſtrange Gods, and the Idols 
| | | out 
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out of the Howſe of the Loyd, and: all the Altars 
that he had built.on the Monnt of the Houſe of the 
Lord, and in Jeruſalem, and caſt them out of the 
City, and commanded Jadah to ferve the Lord, 
2:Chron. 33. 15,16. 1 "77 


So-plealing is this retirement to God, .thar 
he doth expreſly call himſelt,, Our Farber, which 
ſees 'in ſecret, Mazth. 6.4. When Chr: had a 
mind his Diſciples ſhould ſee his Glory, he doth 
not carry them to Fer«ſatem, leads them not into 
the Market-place, doth not mingle them with 
the Multitude, bids them not attend him at He- 
rod's Court ; for he knew, theſe places would 
rather diſtract, than help, their Devotion: Bur 
he ſummonsthem to go up with him into a high 
Mountain apart, bids them retire from ſecular 
buſineſſes, leave their ſenſual aftettions at home; 
ſeparate themſelves from ſuch Worldly Employ- 
ments, as were apt to take up their Minds, that 
their thoughts might be more-at liberty to con 
template his Glory, and the Transfaguration 
might affe&t them more, and make the deeper 


imprefiions upon them. | 

Come, my People, enter thon into thy Chamber, 
and ſhut thy doors abowt thee, and hide thy ſelf, 
{aid God to the fintul Men of  1/raet, when he 
bid them turi and repent, &/z. 2629. © To 
ſhew, that.a Chamber 1s. a fitter place for their 
work than a' Theater, and a Cloſet more' pro- 
per than a Hall, or Dining-room, and lock- 
' > £0" 
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ing our ſelves up, a better preparative thande- 
lighting in variety of company. * | 


It was, I confeſs, too laviſh an expreſſion 
which the Hermit in S#/p:tius uſed, 7hat he who 
was viſited by Men, could not be viſited by Angels; 
yet in ſome reſpeCt he faid true; and he that | 
doth not love to be alone ſometimes, is not 
like to receive the viſits of theſe Miniſtring Spi- 
X1k's. 

It was in retirement, that Elijah rais'd the 
dead Child, 1 Reg. 17. 19. and by the River 
Chebar it was, ina lonely place, that God ap- 
peared to Ezechie/ 5 fo he revealed himſelf to | 
Moſes in the Buſh, when at a great diſtance 
from Men, and Crouds of People ;: And there: 
fore it was excellent advice St. Chryſoftom gave 
to a Man, who intended for Salvation. Depart 
from the High-way, and tranſplant thy ſelf in 
ſome incloſed ground, for it is hard for a Tree | 
that ſtands by the way-ſide, to keep her fruit 
till it be ripe. 


What St. Baſ/ ſaith of a Solitary Life, may 
1n a great meaſure be applied to ſuch retirement. 
It is the School where Men are taught Celeſtial 
Do&trine, and Divine Arts and Sciences are 1n- 
fuſed by nothing ſo ſoon, as by this Diſcipline. 
This is a Garden of Delights, where Virtues, 
like glittering Flowers, ſend forth their grate- . 
ful Odours. Here grows the Red Roſe, fervent 

| Charity. 
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Charity. Here riſes the Milk-white Lily, Cha- 
ſtity. Here the Myrtle of Morrtification is ſeen, 
and the Frankincenſe of Prayer is here to be 
found. O. Retirement, the joy of SanCtified 
Minds, and the ſeat of all ſpiritual Guſts; Thy 
Virtue is the ſame with that of the Babylonian 
Furnace, for by Faith thou keepeſt off the burn- 
ing hears of luſt, Thou art that Oven, where 
the Veſſels of Honqur are prepar'd. Great Store- 
houſe of Heavenly Wares, where all the rich 
Merchandize of the Spirit is hoarded up. Vaſt 
Shop of Spiritual Exerciſes,where the Soul comes 
to be reſtored to her Creators Image, and re- 
turns to the purity of her Original. 

Thou makeft indeed the Lips pale with Faſt- 
ing, but makefi_the Soul fat, and flouriſhing. 
Thou makeft the Good Man ſtand in the Caſtle 
of his own clarified Mind, and look dawn with 
contempt on this nether World ! 

Sacred Tent, where our holy War is carried 
on, Camp of God, Tower of David, where 
hang a Thouſand Shields, all fit to keep off the 
fiery Darts of the Devil ! Field, where the 
Lords Battles are fought, where the Soul fights | 
againſt the Fleſh, and the Fleſh againſt the Soul; * 


O Retirement ! The happy place were Vi-. 
ces die, and Virtues live, and where Men learn 
what it is toarrive to perfettion. Great Lad- 
der of Jacob, whereby Men climb to Heaven, 
and Angels come down to Men. Sweet and gol 

el 
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den way, whereby a Chriſtian goes home to his 
Fathers Houſe ! Bath of the Soul ! Death of Sin 


Purgatory of Filthinels. Thou deſtroyeſt the 


ſecret Intrigues of Pride, waſheſt away the na- 
ſtineſs of Sin, and elevateſt the Soul to the 
brightneſs of Angels ! | 


' For indeed we find, that as a Mans reaſon is 
more free in ſuch Retirements, ſo God is: the 
readier to meet him, as the Angels did Facob, in 
this privacy, and to diſplay. to him the vanity 


of that World, he hath doted an, the Scarlet. 


dye of thoſe Sins, he hath delighted in, and 
that miraculous love, he hath undervalu'd, and 
tramplked'on, with the vengeance he hath pro- 
2s i and been greedy of: For now 1t appears, 
that the Man is in' good earneſt to be ſav'd, and 
to ſuch, God never denies his favour, for moſt 
Men play with Religion, go about it, as if it 
deſerved no pains, and therefore here God doth 
no mighty work, as being loath tocaſt his Pearls 
before Swine. He that retires to conſider, what 


he muſt do to be ſaved, makes Religion his bu» 


fineſs; and, thoſ2 that ſeek me thus, ſball find 
| we, faith Eternal Wiſdom, Prov. 8. 17. Such 
Mens minds he is willing, to over-ſhadow with 
the power, of: the Higheſt, ſuch Men prepare 
| to meet their God, and God certainly will not 
fail them. , And Chriſtians, ſay you what you 
wall, either the Goſpel is no Goſpel,. or you'lt 
fad by wotul experience, that without-you are 
[i | Sh 
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atſome trouble about your everlaſting concerns, 


and deny your ſelves tn your time, profit, caſe, 
pleaſure, - and pundilio's of greatneſs, to mind 
your Spiritual Jatereſt.3 and without Heaven 


| dath-coſt you ſomething -more -than ordinary, 
; God hath no Heaven for you. 142491 


. 


He that retires, and ſets afide: his workdly 


isin, and leaves them totake a view of his duty 
to God and Man, that Man hays force uportthe 
Kingdom of Heaven, I ans ſure offers violence 
to his carnal intereſt, violence to fleſh and blood 
The Heathen could fay , that the :gods fell all 
their Gifts and Riches for diligence and induſtry; 
and we find it to be true of the Gad and 'Farhes 
of our Lord Je/ws Chrift, and thar;perſon whid 
retires and takes pains, wick chens ro-ſee 
Chrizt, may expe@ the fame gracious reeutn; 
which was made to that Publican, This:D 
Saluation is come into thy Houſe. SOT 


| \ T)CILE 
;> The truth is, ſhould God diſtqurſe a Signet} 
that is in company with othet Men, or goinj 
t+bout his ſecular affairs, he wonld find'ihi 

yawn and gape, and ſtretch himſelf, and:gainia$”” 
much attention , as he that tells a ſtoryi'toil 
Man, whoſe mind is employed about other'obs 
jects: ; he ſeems to gue him the hearing, -but 
when a great part of the Tale i told, 'he ſtarts 
up, and asks, What ao yos ſay & but in ptivate, 


where there is none but God.and his own Con- 


{cience, 
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ſcience, God can beſt anſwer the ſinners objeAt. 
ens, again a ſerious conſcientious life, and 
the ſinner is moſt likely to attend to Gods pro. 


poſalsz for here, if his Fleſh and Blood doth 
plead, that the fin he is to leave, is ſweet and | 


pleaſing, and profitable, God can preſently ar. 

ue with him ; Doſt thou call that ſweet, which 
1s moſt bitter and grievous tothy God, and muſt 
expire into the bittereſt groans? Is that fo pleas 
ſing to thee, which offends, and grieves thy 


bleſſed Redeemer, who deſcended into Hell to 


ſnatch thee out of it? and, Can any profit here 
 counterpoiſe the Erernal loſs of thy Soul ? Soif 
he plead, that the ſin he harbors, 1s but a little 


one, his Conſcience can immediately daſh the | 


Plea, andreply ; How | Can that be little which 
offends an infinite Majeſty? Can that be little 
which nailed Chri# to his Croſs Since thou 
knoweſt, that this little ſin is injurious to God's 
Holineſs, W hat delight canſt thou take in affrons 
ting him, in whoſe power it is, either to ſave 
thee, or to damn thee? The leſs it is, the greater 


ſhame itis, that thou ſhouldſt plead for keeping | 


it; the leſs it is, the ſooner 1t may be parted 


withalz O flatter not thy ſelf, «thy great love'to || + 
this ſia makes the fin it ſelf great ; and, Canſt | 


thou be ſaid to love God, that canſt hug that, 


which thou knoweſt runs counter to his Honour | 


and Glory ? 


Ia the ſame manner, all other exceptions may 
be anſwer'd, and the ſinner finding, that the - 


reaſ{ans 


; 
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, | reaſofis he formerly thought invincible, are ſo 
tahly:daſld, and blown away, is moſt like] 
to-hearken tothe far ſtronger arguments of God, 
and: his own Conſcience : The rather, becauſe 
he-retired on purpoſe, to have a clearer ſight of 
| his ways than before. he had 3 and- fince-God = 
| doth, vouchſafe him fo diſtinCt a proſpett of his 


| | Folly, -and prepoſterous Love, he juſtly thinks, 


that not to yield to God's reaſonings, is tomock ” 
' him, and favours of ſuch ingratitude, as ad- 


wy ' Mits of no excuſe., Indeed, without retirement, 


| our Thoughts and Conſiderations flow at large; 
| like water in the Sea, and we can make no great 
obſervations concerning them-: - But 1n retire- 

| ment, they are mach like Water in a Weather- 
Glaſs, and by ther we may gueſs, what tem+ 

'' per our Souls are.in, -whether hot or cold, more 
exattly than Men do at the warmth or coldneſs 
of the Weather, by. the ring and falling of the 
liquor in thoſe Glaſles. - In luch retirements, a 
holy awe and revgrence feizes on the Soul ; and 
when I fee Men can retire to drink, to play, to 


o& | fleep, and todebauch themſelves,-I ſee no rea« 


ſon but they may (I am lyre they have ter 

j | Stalon to «4 it) a to mo ary 

| welfare of their mmortal Souls. | 

| TI have already proved, that Conſideration 
muſt be frequent, and conſequently this retire- 

ment mult be ſo too, not that a Man muſt never 

refe& on his aQtions, .or mind whether they be 


good 
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good or bad, 'but'whenhe retires; No, -Coifix 
deration is either” occafional, or a ſolerhn/ aud 
ſet Duty ; either an habiruat guide, or an extra 
ordinary remembrancer ;' the former,as't is whjis 
verſally uſetu},” and a great means to prevent 
fia'in-a true Believer , to'check 'him whenhs 
would commit it, to engage him to tepemtatice; 
when he is fallen, todire&t himwhat hermuft&o, 
and to encourage him to' choſe Duries; which 
are proclaim'd in his Ears, as neceſfary'ta Sal | 
gation ; 10 it is a neceflary: companion, 'where | 
ever weare,or whatever weare doing ; andtheſe | 
occafional Confiderations-need no Retiremett' 
but then where the ſtreatn' of- Man's Life” muſt 
be turn'd,” or the ations of the day reviewed, 
how far they have been agreeable torhs willoof | 
God, how far they have been contrary toe, vt 
where a ſtri& mortification of fin muſt beuſed, | 
or where a long neglefted:duty muſt 'be'madea 
familiar gueft in thy Soul-; in a word, -whertthe 
work to be- done is of forneamore than'ordina- 
ty difficulry; there thoſe occaſional 'refleRtions 
will not ſerve tnrn, but more ſolemn''eonfide- 
rations muſt be called in, and theſe ſolemn con: | 

erations” are properly the things which: ts 
quire retirement, and, as it's: fit they-ſhould-be | 
uſed once a day at leaſt, fo he doth truly. mind 
the intereſt of his Soul; that ſome time-every 
day retires, and confiders, how he hath' bes } 
haved himfelf that day towards God and Man, ' 
whether his-heart' hath not been too — [ 
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tied out after the comforts of this world; what 
incroachment they have made upon his love to 
God, and how they will fill the garden of his 
Soul with Weeds, if he do-not ſtop their pro- 
greſs betimes, and root 'them up; what come - 
pany he hath been in that. day, what he hath 
done in his Cloſet, what his thoughts, words, 
deſires, ations, affeCtions, have been that day, 
whether he hath not been more concern'd for 
the traſh, and periſhable riches of this hfe, than - 
the Glory of God , and the Salvation. of: his 
Soul ; and how neceſlary it js. for him, having 
had a fall that day, to be more careful; and cau-' 
tious, and circumſpett the' riext.. This Conſi- 
deration is the pulſe of the Soul, which, while 
it is beating, '1t's a great (ign that there. is life 
in the Soul, and a good argument, .that God 


fication, and progreſs in goodneſs,” ought to be 
the real deſigns of retiring from the. World, ſo 
it doth neceflarily, import, that Mem ought- to 
chuſe the livelieſt hours, or, the hours; when 
their Spirits &re moſt aRiye, .and freeſt:from 
on nes cat-a wark., When! Men 
are. drowZzy,4 "[leep Y 1GEragighs: 
often come.1n-,- hut, they; azexdo wes 
ut, that.the Jeaye 62991; 3$ cold: 
tound it , .and.-put it, the Circtiohl 
of that Maa., 1g, the, Golpgke, ha 4c Kk. Meg - 
for Walking Trees, {aw { 2h&L, UE &y OST RUSS - - - 
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not what to make of it, or what name to pive 
It. : , 


While T am diſcourfing thus; methinks I ſee 
the ſenſual Reader ſmile ; Retirement, thinks he, 
this were to make myſelf a Priſoner in the ſoft 
times of Peace, and'to deprive myſelf of that 
freedom, which God and Nature have given 
me : This were to go into a Monaſtery, and ſub- 
mit to the feverities of a Convent ; this, at the 
beſt, can only befit a Prieſt, but can be no qua- 
lification of a Gentleman : Indeed, if Gentle- 
men had no Heaven to gain, no Hell to avoid, 
if God had made them Beaſts, as roo many do 
make themſelves, we ſhould not be diſpleaſed 
atthis rambling talk ; but, it's anold trick, wherg 
Men have an averſion from a Duty, to repre- 
ſent it in a diſmal dreſs, and to take off the bur- 
then from their own Shoulders, and to bind it 
upon others. If they could fatisfie God with 
theſe ſhuflings, as eaſily as they-do their own 
Conſciences, they were ſafe, but that, the great 
Day muſt decide ; and'when the: 74hange! ſhall 
ſound his Trumpet to -*he- Dead from 
all. parts-of the World, W9"G6d, who pre- 
{cribed*to all Men” but he way"'to happineſs, 
ſhall maks-a ſtridtExarn mation,' how every one 
hath-+6Bfer ved rERVſts and Stariftes of that 
-, Wway ear, Mat this: retirement, in . 
# _ © order to #Teribiis/ponhdeting of our ations, was 
-  #duty thcumbent 6n fbme people elſe, beſides 
Eee CR. Miniſters. 
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Miniſters. He that retires upom this account, 
doth indeed impriſon himſelf, bur it 15, that he 
may attain to true and perfect liberty, triumph 
over the ſlavery of Sin, lead. his Corruption 
captive, and. free himſelf from the dregs and 
droſs, which corrupted Nature hath, brought 
| 'upon him : Little doth the ſenſual man think, 
what felicity .he robs himſelf of, by ſcornin 
/ this: retirement. Here Heayen would. loo 
| more beautiful to him, than in a croud here 
he might, in a manner, with St. Stephen tee 
the Heavens open, and hrs Saviour. ſtagding at 
the right hand of God ; here he, might. rul 
enjoy himſelf,, and look with pity on. thoſe 
men, who, like Spirits, which are ſometimes 
fecn-in Mines, with great labour, do nothing 
at all to any-purpoſe ; and when they have 
tired and wearied themſelves in the world; like 
Flies, burn themſelves in that candle, about 
which they have been hovering. 


Come, Sinner, prepare thy Pencil, mingle the 
richeſt Colours thou canſt get, draw thy ſinful 
careleſs life, -give it a beautiful- Virgins face ; 
draw all the charms that thy fancy can find out ; 
here, draw the Adoration the world pays un- 
to her, there the bows and cringes, whereby 
both great and ſmall inſinuate into her fayour. 
On her Head draw a Tree, whoſe Fruit is Gold, 
and the Dew whereof hardens into: Pearls ;, let 

her right hand graſpa Crown, and her left drop 
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pifts on her Clients, and Votaries., But then, 
when this proud Peacock 1s drawn thus, in all 
her dazling Circles, forget not to draw her ugl 
Feet, I mean, an unquiet, roaring, diſturb'd, 
diſtrafted, trembling'Conſcience ; tor, into this 
diſmal ſhape, doth that lovely Mermaid end. 
On the other fide, Pll-paint a Wilderneſs, a 
Grove, ' which wiſe Nature made, and in it T1! 
repreſent a devout Soul kneeling, and, with the 
Publican, ſmiting' upon her Breaſt; then will 
Idra\w Heaven, 'and out of that Heaven, Grace 
and 'Mercy in the ſhape of an Angel, flying 


down with' this Meflage, Fear not, I have Re. | 


deenied thee, thou art mine; and holding a Bot- 
tle under to catch herTears : Immediately up- 
on this, the Holy Ghoſt ſhall be ſeen deſcending, 


{ſpreading his beams, and warming that Soul, 


and invigorating it to reſiſt the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil: By and by the Glory of 
God ſhall appear, and crown all with Peace, 
and Joy, and infinite Content, and Eternal Hal- 
lelujahs. ions 


And now, Sinner, which of theſe Pictures 
wouldſt thou chuſe? Do not the homely Feet 
of the former fright thee? Can all the Beauty 
thou ſeeſt in that painted Harlot, counteryail 
the' miſery it dies into ? Is an eyer-gnawing 
Conſcjence matter of {port and laughter ? When 
all theſe painted Gaudes muſt break into a diſ- 

mal'Dungeon, wilt thou laugh a while, 'that 
| FRY : thou 
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thou mayſt mourn and lament for ever * But 
if thou art ſo fond of this dangerous Garden, 
that nothing can reclaim thee' from being de- 
lighted with it ; take thy choice, give me the 
other Landskip. I know this World, Men are 
ſo fond of, ere long will have an end, and their 
Pleaſures will have an end, and their Sins will 
have an end, and- their Glory will have an 
end; but where theſe end, God's Juſtice and 
Indignation begins : Bleſſed is the Man, that 
bath then the God of Jacob for his Refuge, the 
Lord will deliver him in the time of- trouble; 
What, if I enjoy none of the Worlds Wanton 
Solaces? I know where better and ſtronger 
Conſolations are to be had : What if Thorns 
and Bryars ſurround my Lilies and Roſes ? T 
know they are but to preſerve them, and to 
hinder the Devil from tearing them to pieces; . 
Theſe Thorns are my ſafeguard, which wall, 
ere long, be done away, and when I am out of 
the reach of all Enemies, my Lilies will conti- 
ave freſh, and flouriſhing for ever : What need 


|Icovet the World, when I am made to live a- 


dove the World 2 What ſhould I love this Earth 
tor, whenlT have a God to love? Why ſhould . 
[ dote on Nature, when I- am in the ſtate of 

Grace? God hath made me many glorious 


[Promiſes, How can I forbear rejoycing under 


the thoughts of them 2 By Grace I am made 
partaker of the Divine Nature 3 Wonderful 
Gg 3 Digairy! 
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7 wick Nie, 4, Dignity | Being advanc'd ſo 
aw. Wb. 1, © 1: & high, Why ſhould I be ena- 
ſee: mour'd with a little Duſt ? 
when God hath made me a King, Why ſhould 
] debaſe myſelf, or ſtoop to the mean employ- 
ment of a Peaſant 2 I know God doth not ſee, 
as man doth ſee, a Soul that loves him above all, 
is more eſteemed in his fight, than the proudeſt 
Monarch 3 nor do rags fright lym from fixing 
his habitation there, where. he meets with an 
humble, broken heart : Let others glory in their 
great Titles, in this Pl] glary,that T am a Child 
of God, Who can expreſs the Honour God 
beſtows on thoſe that give their hearts to him 
To be a Child of God is infinitely greater Ha- 
nour, than to be of Kin to Princes, or to haye 
the Blood of Nohles running in my veins. A 
Father expreſſes greater endearments to him, 
that participates of his nature, and draws his 
| fubſtance from him, than to him, that's only 
like him in the face 3 How far greater love then 
may I conceive in God to a Child, which by 
Grace is a partaker of Divine Natyre, than to 
the bleſſed Angels themſelves? The whole 
Creation in a manner participates of the Dt- 
vine Nature ; but all other Creatures are but 
Pictures, painted Images of that Glorious Nas» 
eure ; he that is 'a Child of God, is a lively 
Image of his Father, which is in Heaven, and 
he hath Fellowſhip, and; Communion with the. 
Father,.and his Son Jeſu Chriſt, What My: 
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ſeries are theſe things to a poor Worldling ? 
But Oh how comfortable to him, that feels the 
good Spirit bearing witneſs with his Spirit, that 
that he is a Child of God ! Tf God be my Fa- 
ther, then all the Riches he hath are mine ; if 
he be my Father, he cannot but take ſpecial 
care of me ; for Can ,a Mother forget her ſuck- 
ing Child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on 
the Fruit of hey womb ; yea, ſhe may forget, yet 


' will 1 not forget thee, behold I have engraven 
| thee on the palms of my hand, Eſai. 49. 15.,16, 
| Fathers, ſometimes, expoſe their own lives to 
| favetheir Sons ; God hath done infinitely more 


for me, for he aſſumed human Nature, and ex- 
poſed his life for me, who was his Enemy, and 


a Traitor to him, that T might become his Son. 


By Grace I am the friend of God if God | 
had not taken me for his Child, yet how excel- 
lent, how incomprehenſible would the favour 
be, that he vouchſafes to take me into the num- 
ber of his Friends 2 What a ſtir do Men keep, 
to purchaſe the Friendſhip of Great Men 2 How 
little do they eſteem the Friendſhip of the Al- 
mighty 2? They have not Souls clear enough to 


admire thy Mercy ; their Underſtandings arg 


too earthy to adore ſo great a Bounty ; 1t re- 
quires too much Spirit and Mind, to be raviſh*d 
with ſuch compaſſion. A Friend is often loved 
better than near Relations 3 What may nor [ 
promiſe myſelf from this Love and — 
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of God ? What calamity or miſery 1s there, in 
which this love cannot hold my Head, and keep 
it from aking? To be loved of God, is to be 
fed with the richeſt ſtream, and to live upon 
M:1lk and Honey. If God laid down his life for 
his enemies, What will he not do for his Friends ? 
when I was his enemy, God ſeemed to love me 
more than he did himſelf, and now that I am 
his friend, Shall I think he will love meleſs than 
an Enemy ? How ſhould I rejoyce to have ſuch 
a friend as Jonathan was?” But alas! What 1s 
this friendſhip to Gods love 2 All human friend- 
ſhip is perfeCt perfidiouſneſs, in compariſon of 
Gods friendſhip. God ſoloves his friends, that 
he knows not how to be ſeparated from them ; 
if God had no other place to move in, but 
Heaven, he would leave that Heaven, and come 
down and joyn himſelf ro thoſe, whom by his 
Spirit he hath adopted into the number of his 


friends ; ſo great,ſo immenſe, is his loveto them. - 


He that is a friend of God, becomes Gods in- 
dividual companion. What a favour would 


1t have been counted, if the Son of God, when . 


he was on Earth, would have jayned himſelf 
to one particular man, and would have never 


departed from Him £ What a priviledge then | 


mult it be, for one who is Gods friend, to have 
th: Divinity always preſent with him, not only 
as a companion, but as an inhabitant, for he 
awells in ws by his Spirit, Didever any Father 
love his $0n lo, as never to part company? Nid 
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| not be with his other Creatures, yet he would 
| be with ſuch a Soul with whom he is oze.Sprrzt 1; 
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ever any Mother love her Child, as never tg 
ſuffer it to go from her Arms? But God is cons 
tinually embracing his friends. Among Men, a; 
Father cannot be always there where his Son is; 
but God knows not how to be from him, that 
is his friend ; and though God be in all Creg« 
tures by his Eſſence, Preſence, and Power, yet 
that is, becauſe he is God ; with a Gracious 
Soul he is, becauſe that Soul is his friend; and if 
God were not immenſe and infinite, and could 


and if he could forget things, yet he could not 
forget ſucha Soul, or lay aſide the thoughts of 
his proſperity, and welfare ; and if he could 
forſake his other Creatures, yet he could not 
forſake ſuch a Soul, but would work always 
ſome good or other in her : For Gods love bes 
ing ſtrong, its always aCtive, and where God 
bears a good Will to a Soul, he cannot but coms 
municate goodnels to her, | 

And, Shall 1, after all this, repine, becauſe 
I am nota Favourite of Kings and Princes, when 
I have God for my conſtant guide,and aſſociate? 
How ſhall I ſtand amaz'd ar the ſtrangeneſs, of 
the favour? If God ſhould charge all rhe An- 
gels of Heaven, all the Ten thouſand times teg 
thouſand Spirits which wait upon him, to go 
and attend ſuch a Man with all the Grandeur, 
and Majeſty imaginable ; yet what is all this bu 
a deſert to Gods ſociety ; in having him. for 
my aſſociate, I enjoy more Nigaity, more a 
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jefty, more Pomp and Glory, than if I had 
all-the Armies of Heaven waiting upon me z 
and can I think God 1s always with me, and 
will not provide for me ? If I ſhould negle&t 
all things in the World, and mind nothing but 
the things of God, and my Fathers buſineſs, I 
might be confident that he would feed me, 
ad fr port me, becauſe ſo Great, ſo Good, ſo 
Almighty, ſo kind a Friend, could -not ſee me 
periſh. The Son of God hath not honoured 
any Angel with the name of Brother, and yet 
if I am united to him by Grace, and by his 
Spirit, I enjoy this priviledge ; and as Mothers 
love thoſe Children moſt, for which they have 
ſuffered and endured moſt ; ſo I may be con- 
fident that God loves me moſt fervently, be- 
cauſe he hath ſuffered for me on the Croſs, and 
endured moſt bitter Torments and Agonies for 
me. How may Iexult ? How may I triumph 
in this love ? 

O my God ! the Angels, for the leaſt drop of 
that Grace, thou haſt beſtowed on them, are 
more —_— to thee, than all other Crea- 
tures, for all their Natural gifts, and for the 
Creation of the whole world : But for the leaſt 
degree of Grace thou haſt conferred on me, I 


am more beholding to thee, than all the An-. 


_ gels in Heaven ; for that I might live by Grace, 
thou deliver'dſt thine own Son, the Son of thy 
Boſomn, -the brightneſs of his Fathers Glory, to 
be Crucified, and to die for me, which is more 
than 
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than thou haſt done for all the' Angels'in Hea- 
ven z andthus thou haſt obliged me more than 
thou haſt done the Heavenly Cherubins and Se- 
raphins. 

_ Farewel,  ungrateful treacherous World ! I 
have ſeen enough of thy deceitful Preſents, PII 
follow thy weak judgment no longer, ÞIl eſteem 
no Riches, but what my Saviour hath counted 


ſo: In following him I cannor err-; ſelt-denial 


and doing the will of God, were the Treaſures 
he ſtudied to be Maſter of ; Why ſhould not I 
judge that to be Riches, which God hath 
judged ſo 2 Why ſhould not my Mind agree 
with the Verdict of the Moſt High? Nay,when 
God doth love me fo entirely, Why ſhould 
not I, for love of him, conform my Underſtand- 
ing to his judgment 2 I ſee, thoſe that love 


the World, at the ſame time confeſs, that they 


ought to love the everlaſting Riches more ; 
for, if the fading things deſerve their love, 
things permanent and folld, and eternal, ought 
to be loved much more. I will not think 
much of Aflictions now, for I find that God, 
by them, would make me weary of my fond- 
neſs to periſhable traſh, and elevate and raiſe 
my Soul, to embrace thoſe Treaſures, which 
neither Men nor Devils can ſteal away. Phy+ 
ſicians, I ſee, when they would cure a ſick man, 


make him ſicker than he is, by enjoining hum - 


Abſtinence, by Aduſtions, by Vomirives, by 


utting him to greater torments. I know my | 
2 a | 
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Soul /is fick, God would make it perfeQly 
well ; but ſuch is my ſickneſs, that God mult 
t me topain, andanguiſh, andgreattrouble, 
before I can be well ; my Heart is all Flint, 
but when this ſtone is ſtruck ſufficiently, it. 
will then ſend forth Holy Fire ;* when my 
Fleſh is weak, my Strength will retire more 
to my Mind, and Underitanding, and I ſhall 
be fitter for Heaven. The glorified Bodies 
of Saints, in the laſt day, will be the more 
ſplendid and illuſtrious, the more they have 
been afflicted, and tortured here, and ſhine 
the more, the more diſmal the Dungeon was, - 
they were kept 1n, — abode in this 
Valley of Tears. Why {ſhould I weep, when 
God takes away from me the cauſe of weeping ? 
How many thouſands are now weeping'in Hell, 
' becatiſe they enjoy'd ſo much of the worlds 
' , comforts, and made,qthem occaſions of affron- 
ting their Creator? Shall T count that loſs, which 
is my gain, and call my want of Riches, a 
misfortune, when it is the greateſt remedy to 
| fit my Soul for Heaven? What impudence is it 
| In me, to deſire that of God, which-I ought 
| to hate, at the moſt, love: but with fear and 
| trembling? What inhumanity to myſelf is it, 
| to beg poiſon of the Father of Lights, and to 
' murmur that he gives me not that Viper, which 
| will ſting 'me into endleſs tortures? My love 
af theworld is Adultery, and, ſhall 1defire thar 
| Wherewith-I have committed Adultery ? Is it 
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not all one, as if a Woman ſhould entreat-her 
Husband, to let her enjoy the pleaſure of an 
unlawful Bed ? The Husband doth ſhew great 
mercy to her, in that, when he might puniſh 
her more ſeverely, he only removes the Aduls 
terer ; and, ſhall I count that mercy an injury? 
In wiſhing tor the Riches, and Greatnelles of 
this World, Idoas much deſire God th give me 
that , whereby I do offend him. Shall I bg 
angry with a Chirurgion, who, ro prevent the 
ſpreading of my Cancer, euts oft a Memher,-tq 
preſerve. my life? And, Shall I take it ul of 
* God, for won my Fleſh, to.-draw- gut 
' the Arrows that ſtick in my heart, and would 

feſter , and kill me, if not pull'd out be- 
times ? CR ABUT. 2 


How ſhall 1 be crown'd, if I. trive not 5 
How ſhall I ſtrive, If I have no temptation? 
Icannot ſtrive without an-enemy, -and with- 
out ſtriving there can be no viQtory,; the 
Workman doth not pull the. Gold . out of 
the Fire, till ſufficiently refined, .and ſhall 'T 
murmur, that God lets the Fiery Trials. cons 
tinue upon me, when it is certain, that my 
Gold is. not yet fit to be receiv'd into the 
SanCtuary ? I am full of dangers, but my great» 
eſt danger is ſecurity. Men fear, -and q 
and tremble, if they - are in the mid 
of an hundred enemies. I have all the De» 
vils in Hell againſt me, and a whole _— - | 

| uſts 
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Luſts bent to ruin me, and am not afraid. 
And whea there is nothing can rouze me from 
my ſecurity,. but afMiCtion, ought not I to kiſs 
the rod ? In the greateſt troubles I may be 
aſſured, that God loves me, and that it is not 
his Anger, but his Love, that follows me with 
chaftiſements ; and, Why ſhould I fret under 
the Yoak, eſpecially, when fretting and ftrug- 
pling to ſhake it off before God's time, doth but 
make my Neck more ſore, and the Yoak far 
more uneaſfie ?.I brought the cauſe of mids. , 


with me into the World, which is Sin ; and, 


How can T\expe@ I ſhall be freed from ſuffering, 
till I am freed from Sin ? God might have pla- 
cet me in Heaven, immediately upon my com- 
ing into the World, without any of theſe out- 
ward troubles: He could as eaſily produce Bread 
out of the Earth, as he doth the Ears of Corn ; 
but, that Man may ſweat and labour, and re- 
liſh his Bread the better, he cauſes only the 
Ears of Corn to. ſpring, and of them Bread 
muſt be. made ; ſo, by labour and ſuffering, 
God leads me unto Glory, that I may the bet- 
ter reliſh his bounty and liberality, and my 
reſt may be the ſweeter after my toil and tem- 

ſts here. AfMiCtion, T know, cannot hurt me, 

r my Saviour hath been my taſter ; there can 
be no bitterneſs in theſe herbs, when my God 
hath ſeaſor'd them. Why ſhould I love God 
leſs than dogs do their Maſters > Theſe poor 
Brutes are beaten, and ſtruck, and chid, and 


pel- 
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pelted with ſtones, and yet the more they are 
beaten, the more they.love their owners, and 
cringe, and bow, and hutnble themſelves: be- 
fore them ; Shall I be worſe than a'Beaſt, and 
ſhall I carry a rational Soul in my 'Breaſt,” and' 
kick againſt thoſe pricks which God hath ſer 
tro guard me from Eternal Flames ? All my for=: 
rows and bitterneſs will ſhortly be poured our 
into an ocean of ſweetneſs, and, How little of 
| it ſhall 1 perceive then ? Tr will thep be all loft 
in a Sea of Glory, and T ſhall forget that I was 
poor, and wretched, and naked, and miſerable,” 
when I ſhall be eternally enrich'd with God's; 
Bounty, enamour'd with his PerfeCtion, decked' 
with his Majeſtick Robes, comforted. with his' 
Conſolation, delighted with his Love, enriched 
by his Wiſdom, and fatisfied with his Beauty, 
in whoſe Preſence there is fulneſs of Joy, 'and” 
Pleaſure at his right hand, for evermore. 


Theſe are ſome defcants upon that Pifture of 
Retirement, with ſuch conſolations. can he that 
retires, refreſh himſelf, while the Man that 
wearies himſe!f with the Vanities of this 
World, finds no ſolid peace 3 and when he 
comes to die, muſt look back upon his former - 
life with horror and anxiety. Burt, 
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WH. Another great help to Conſideration, is 
Free”, this is the Ambaſſador that muſt go to 
Jeaven, and fetch the aſhiſtence of God's Spirit 
from thence. ,” Conſideration ſhews me my dan- 
ger, and my happineſs, but it's the Spirit of 
God muſt blow upon. my. affe&ions, that they 
may actually, ſhun the one, and reach after the 
other; and this Spirit muſt be had by Prayer, 
not by Lip-labour, not -by Prayer, unto which 
the Heart is a ſtranger, and knows. not what 
the Tongue means in making ſucl a noiſe, but 
by Prayer,; which expreſles the real deſires of 
8 Heart ; byPrayer, that flows from a deep 
ſenſe of the abſolute neceſſity of the Grace of 
God, and hath Fire and Flames enough to bear 
it up into Heaven. For ow which are evil 
can gjve good gifts unto your Children, how mock 
wore ſhall your Heavenly Father give his holy 
$prrit to them.that ak bimg ((aith- Chrift, Luc. 
LI;13. And, what kind, of asking this is, ap- 
pears from the Parable immediately preceding z 
For which of you, ſaith Chriſt, v.5. ſhall bave 
a Friend, and ſhall go to him at miduight, and 
ſay unto him, Friend, lend me three Loaves ; for 
4 Friend of mine in his journey is come unto me, 
and I have nothing to ſet before him ? And he 
from within ſhall anſwer and ſay, Trouble me not, 
for the door is now ſhut, and my Children are with 
me 'in Bed; 1 cannot riſe and give thee: I ſay 
nnto 
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 8uto you, though he will not tiſe and give him, 
becauſe he is his Friend, yet becauſe of Pit ihtp9Y+ 
tupity he will riſe, and give him as many 4s he 
needs, And then it follows immediately, AF, 
and it ſhall be given you, i. Ee. Ask for Gods 
Holy Spirit, with the fame importunity, with 
che fame fervency and earneftnefs, that this 
Man did the Loaves ; follbw God with in- 
ceſſfant cries, reſolve not to be denied, and it 
ſhalt moſt certainly be given you, 


The truth is, irmportunate and fervent Prayer 

s, 4 Man is in good earneſt, and that he 
doth rot come to God out of Fortmality, or 
merely to fatisfle the motions of a fearful 
Conſcience, but that a great fenſe of the Good- 
neſs and Mercy of God, atid of his Spiritual 
wants and neceffities, pats him upon Prayer, 
and fuich Prayers God cannot deſpiſe, be- 
cauſe he tath promiſed to. hear them 3 and 
of this the Evangeliſt gives us a very illuftri- 
ous example in the Woman of Canaan, cry- 
ing unto: Chrift, L974, help. me. The Anfiwer 
is tough, If. & nor meet thigake the Childrens 
Bread, and 7 tve it uito DW: Yet this doth 
not terrifie her, ſhe doubles her cries , atid 


ſeems to carch out Saviour in his 6wn words, 
Trath, Lord ; yet the Dogs eat of 'the erambs 
which fall from their Maſters Table. And niow 
God can hold no longer; But from his Mouth 
drops the joyful ward, 0 Woman, zreat s th 
Hh "* faith, 
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. *faith, be it unto thee even as thou wilt, Matth. 15, 
$5, 26, 27. | , 
Prayer ſanCtifies Conſideration,and where the 
, Soul begs hard of God, that God would ſet home 
the reflexions ſhe hath had, and work her into 
a willingneſs tocloſe with his Will, that he would 
increaſe that Light which Conſideration hath 
given her; give that Light Fire too, to warm as 
well as clear her, and drive and force thoſe 
convictions, Conſideration hath afforded her, in- 
to a ſerious Converſion; terrifie her ſo with that 
ſight of fin, which Conſideration hath preſen- 
ted to her, that ſhe may remain no longer in the 
Suburbs of Hell, but come out of Sodom, and ſo 
allure her with that beauty of Holineſs, which 
Conlideration hath let her have a view of, that 
ſhe may not be able to reſiſt the ſplendor, but 
ſubmit to the Power, and ſend his Spirit ſo to 
move upon her affeCtions, ſo to aQuate her en- 
deavours; ſo to encourage her with prong 
that it may not lie in the power of the Devil, 
nor in the power of her Luſts, to gainſay,or con- 
tradiCt, or daſh the reſolutions ſhe hath, taken 
where-the Soul doth, with ſtrong deſires, pour 
out theſe her requeſts before God, - appeals to 
his goodneſs, and ſolicits his clemency, the good 
Father opens the Gates of Heaven, lets 1n the 
Meſſenger, makes him welcome, {miles upon 
h:m, and ſends him back laden with Mercy, and 
puts. words into his Mouth, and bids him tell. 
the Soul boldly trom' thar God who! heareth 
Prayer, I have heard the, int an acceptable time, Fe 
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The tay of ſalvation have 1 ſuccor'd thee. DI' 
pour out my Spirit upon thee, 1 will open Rivers 


' in high plates, and fountains in the midſt of wal» 


lies ; I will make thy wilderneſs a pool of water ; 
and thy dry land Springs of water : 1 will plant 
in the wilderneſs the Cedar, ani the Myrtle, and 
the Oil-tree will I ſet in the deſart, that thou maiſt 


ſee; and know, and conſider, and underſtand toges 


ther, that the hand of the Lord hath done this, and. 


the Holy One of Iſrael hath created it, 2 Cor. 6. 2 
Ef. 41. 18, 19, 20. | h | 

Up then, Chriſtian, who art teſolved not to 
let the concerns of thy Soul lie at ſix and ſe- 
vens, who art afraid to hazard Eternity with 
the eareleſs beſotted World ; like another La- 
z4rus, beg Alms of the King of Heaven, Cry 
aloud, and ſpare not; ſhew him thy Wounds, 


thy Ulcers, thy Poverty, thy Want, thy Necefhi> / 


ty + let a greater fervency attend thy Prayer 
for Spiritual Bleflings, than others uſe in beg 
ging for Tempoxal Mercies. Prayer is the 


_ way to be enrich'd with all the Treaſures of 
Heaven ; ſeek God's affiſtence with Tears in 


thine Eyes3 remember thy Soul. is infinitely 
more precious than thy Body : And if a Beggar 
in the ſtreet is ſo earneſt with thoſe that paſs 
by, to give him ſomthing for the relief of his 
corporal wants, ought*ſt: not - thou to be all 


| fre, to procure thoſe Bleſſings which wilt en« 


rich thy Soul for ever? Behold, how others 
have ſped; Behold, how 7heodofns the: Empe- 
ror Prays, and the Winds fight for him : Beholg, 
; F- Hh 2 how 
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how Annianns Prays, and the Army of Atrilas 
is defeated upon't. Behold, how the Chrifti- 
an Soldiers under Aurelius Pray, and ona ſud- 
den the Heavens drop down Rain to refreſh the 
fainting Warriors. Behold, how Arcadius 
Prays, and the Earthquake ceaſeth / Behold, 
how Paul the Nowatian Biſhop Prays, and the 
Fire, which invaded the Church, is ſtopp'd. Jo- 
feph's Brethren were pinch'd with Famine, be- 
cauſe they knew not that their Brother Reign'd 
in A#gyprt 3 Why ſhould'ſt thou ſtarve, Chriſti 
an, when thyelder Brother Reigns in Heaven, 
who knows what thou wanteſt ; and 1s a faith- 
ful High-Prieſt, and is touch'd with the feeling 
of thy infirmities, and was 1n all Points tem 

red, even as thou. art > Come boldly to the 
Throne of Grace, that thou may'ſt obtain mer- 
cy, and find help in the time of need. If God 
hath done good to others for his Servants ſake, 
. whohave pleafed him; What will not God do 
for thee, for his Son's ſake, in whom alone he 
is well pleaſed £ If God doth ſo highly efteem 
the Piety of Men, that he profeſſes, for my Ser- 
vant Jacob's ſake, for my Servant David's ſake, 
I will be kind to ſuch a ones Will he dero- 
gate, doſt thou think, from the Merits and Love 
of his own Son? Will he harden his Heart, - or 
ſtop his Ears, or turn away his Eyes, whenthou 
calleft upon him fer Chriſt's ſake to ſend down 
_ thee the day-ſpring from on high? Chriſt is 
the very object of God's delight, nothing 1s 


a 
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ſweet, nothing is pleaſing to him, but through, 
and in, Chriſt: Whatever is amiable, and ac- 
ceptable in us, it is for. Chriſt's ſake , that 
God doth think it ſo. Without Light, all Co- 
I6urs are inviſible, there is no Beauty m them, 
the Lightſbining upon them makes them look 
lovely and amiable ; without Chriſt, nothing 


would appear pure, or lovely, or great, or de- - 


lighrful. O Feſ#! How ought our Souls to 
rejoyce in thy Name! How dear, how prect- 
ous ought thy death to be in our Eyes, ſeeing 
by that we live, and thy Crols 1s our exaltat1- 
on, thy contempt makes us honourable, and thy 
tears give us a Title to Joys, which laſt for 
ever. Hethat looks on a green Glaſs, tancies 
all things he looks upon to be green. God 
looking upon our Holy endeavours in Chriſt 
| 0 they all appear to him lovely and good, 

2aufe all that Chriſt did was good, and in» 
finitely pleaſing to him. The World had pe- 
riſh*d ten thouſand times, if God had not look'd 
upon ir, through his Son, and ſo ſupported ir ; 
he that looks through a Glaſs upon a ſtinking 
Carcaſs afar off, doth not ſmell the ill ſcent of 
it ; ſo God, through Chriſt, looks upon our im- 
perfefions, and he ſmells nor the ill favor of 
our performances. Take courage then, and 
lay hold on the horns of chis Altar ; and if thou 
knoweft not what to ſay, when rhou haſt ta- 
ken a ſerious view of thy ways, make ule. of 


this, or ſome other Form, 
Hhyz Ob 
t 
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H thou, who art the Father of the Spirits of 
y all fleſh, the Father of Lights, with whom 
there ts no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of turning 3 
b.relies a poor miſerable fnful wretch before thee, 
2.t worthy talift up his Eyes aud Hands to Heaven; 
T know not where to look, for ſhame and confuſou of 
Face, ſo long have I gone aſtray from thee, fo of- 
ten have I provoked thee, ſo often have I lighted 
thee, ſo often have 1 turned thy Grace into wans 
tonnes, ſo long have I traded in Sin, and been bu- 
ſy with iniquity, ſo lons have I plaid with Mercy, 
and made a laughing-ſtock of puniſhment, that thou 
may'ſt juftly abſent thy ſelf from me for ever ; ſa 
aiſingenuouſly have Þ dealt with thee, fo often have 
1 endeavoured to blind thy All-ſeeing Eye, and ta 
cheat my {elf, that thou mighteſt juſtlycauſe me to 
fall a prey to Stan, look ſtern upon me, and charge 
me, never any more to ſee thy hace. O wretched. 
Creature that I am! who. ſhall deliver me from 
the Body of this death? Oh my Lord, how often 
haſt thou aartea Rays of Light\into my Sonl, and 
the impure fire of my Luſts hath prevailed again 
th:m? How often haſt thou ſuggeſted to my Soul, 
the daxger it hath been in, and yet [have not trems 
bled ? how often haſt thou ſtung my Heaat, prick*d 
it, and goaded it into ſerious reflexions ? and how 
foon hath this vain World taken me off ag ain, and 
aull'd and daſh'a theſe Conſiderations * How often 
haſt thou ſent marks of Grace into my Soul, while 
I have done what I could to. ſmother that Holy 
Fire? How jaſtly might /t thou ſay, My yo | 
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ſhall no longer ſtrive with thee © O my God, there 


is noplague, no puniſhment, that's threatned in thy 
Law, but I have deſerved it; I only ſtand ama- 
Zed at thy Patience, that I have eſcaped [9 long, 
Without being conſumed and ruined, Wilt thou 


receive ſuch a Prodigal into thy Favour? Wilt . 


thou be reconciled to ſo great a Rebel? Wilt thou 


paſs by unkindneſſes of ſo deep a Dye? Are the Gates 


of Mercy. open yet for ſo vile a wretch? Do not 1 
come too late, O'my Lord, to the Throne of Grac: ? 
Will God be yet intreated for ſuch a poor forlors 
Creature 2 Is there yet compaſſion left for ſuch a 
poor ſinner £ O my God, I queſt ion not thy Power, 
but thy Will, to pity ſuch a Traitor, as T have 
been : I know thy Mercy is infinite, it would be 4 
diſparagement to thy Glory and Perfettion, to de- 
ny the exceeding riches of: thy Grace; thou coulaſt 
not be God, if my ſins exceeded thy Power to for- 
gives but when I refle# on thy threatnings, how 
juſtly thou denounceſt wrath and indignation 


azainſt all thoſe that obſtinately prefer their foo- * 
liſh deſires, before all. the Diftates and Oracles of 


thy Holy Spirit : O have not I reaſon to fear that 
thou wilt ſay to me, Thou haſt forſaken me, and 
ſerved other gods; whereforeI will deliver thee 
no more. And yet how free, how full, are th 
| Promiſes tothe truly Penitent ? How full of ſwcet- 
neſs, and love, are all thy Gracious Engagements, 
to thoſe that will have ns more to do with Idols, 
that will cleave to thee aloxe, that will renomnce 
themſelves, and follow thee O my Lord, theſe thy 
Promiſes are my Refuge ;, wereit not for theſe, de« 
In 4 ſperation 
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ſperation would be my portion. T do in ſome neq- 
ſure ſee my folly; I ſee what g Gracious, Tender, 
Patient, Long-ſuffering, God I have offended ;, I 
ſee how my Soul hath leaned on broken reeds, what 
a [ancy foundation 1 have truſted to, how the 
World hath beguiled 'me, how I have fſhunwd thy 
c :mpany, been glad when God hath been fartheſt 
{rom my Thoughts, rejoyced, when Þ have been leaſt 
of all refleting cn thy Gooaneſs, I have nothing 
to plead for my ſelf, I hav? no Apology to "make, 
the greatrſk Charity cannot excuſe my Miſdemeay 
acrs5 1 have had light, and darken'd it 5 Convitte 
cas, and ſmothtr d them ;, Knowledze, and abuſed 
it; Reaſon, ent perverted it ; heard thy Word, 
and {corad it ; enjoy'd the means of Grace, and 
coatinued blind, and hard, under them. Thy 
Merey is my Santtuary, I am weary of myburthen 

I loath my Tranſorefſions, I am willing to be rid 
of them, I d:fire to abhor thew ;, but though I 
am this willing, my Fleſh is weak, my Under ftaud- 
tne dark, mr Will dull, my Aﬀedtions to Goodneſs 
faint, 7 Re ſolutions tgmftant. Come, O my 
Lord, 6:14 down into my Soul, gene quickly, O 
than great preſerver of Men ! teach me t9 anſwer 
all ths roaſors0f Flfh and Blood, againſt a ſerious 
C OaV! F/34:5 Arm wewith A YoumentsHO beat down 
1 exrnal Titre fs, Frirniſh me with Motives to 4 
urily Ffr:a1 ly Life s Motives, which may break 


through ol tge Devils ſegse/t trnss Metives, which 


ras tpn olidate ann weaken the prophare motions 

on WT [ {4 51 C::14e Anna, i 7 "1 "f Sun of R izhteouſ- 

wefs, than mg oty Star of Jacob, aiſpel the ape 
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and Miſts, which are upon my Reaſon; clear the 
Eyes of my Under ftanding, and enable me toſee the 
Arts of Sin, the Wiles of the Devil, the Snares 
of the World, the Stratagems of "the Fleſh, and 
all the miſchief that*s plotted ag «inſt my Soul, by 
my Spiritual Enemies. Convince me throughly, 
that to follow thee is my greateſt Intereſt, that to 
reſiſt theſe Enemies is my greateſt ſafety, that to 
watch againſt theſe charms is my greateſt. feligity. 
Olet me apprehend Sin, as it « the greateſt evil, 
let it appear very terrible to my Mind ; repreſent 
unto me Heaven, and thy Love, and all that thou 
haſt done for me, in ſuch lively colours, that net- 
ther Death, nar Life, neither good Report, nor 
evil Report, may ſeparate me from thy Love. Okt 
thy kindneſs, and the benefits of thy Sons Death, 
and Paſſion, and Reſurre@ion, appear to me in 
ſuch CharaGers, that I may long to be fill 4 with 
all the fulneſs of God, Thy Spirit #s perfe@® Light, 
aud there is no darkneſs with him. O let that Glort- 
ous Light diſſipate that Gloomineſs, thoſe Fogs, 
that Confuſedueſs, that is in my intelled ual part ; 
make me eonceive clearly, and diſtinf@#ly, what F 
muſt do to inherit Eternal Life, and how I muſt 
carry my ſelf to God and Man.. Give meſuch 4 
fraht of thy Glory, as may lift me up above the 
World, and engage me to have my converſation in 
Heaven... Bow my Will, to conform intirely to thy 
Will; I would not be mine [o much as thine, Come, 
Lord, and take the Government of my Saul into 
thy hand ; I have too long ſuffer'd my ſelf to be 
2 wided by mercileſs Tyrants; Art thow not my 
$} | Maſter, 
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Mz, er, my Prince, my Father ? thou bf the 
greate| right to rule me. Incline my Will untg 
thy Teſtimonies, and not to Covetouſneſs, when 
my Will would nander from thy Precepts, croſs it, 
ani pot 4 fop to it, that it may not g5 beyond the li- 
mits of thy Law. 'O heal my Afe@ions, they hane 
key too much after this Earth; O make them in 
Love with Heavens chide them for deſerting their 
bis beſt and their chiefeſt good; Let my Hatred 
Prech upon no other other Obje(s, but Yin ; Let my 
Love be carried out after nothing ſo much, as thee ; 
Ana if I love apy thing beſides, let me love it on- 
ly for thy ſake ; Let my Hopes be fixed upon Im- 
mortality, engroſs thou my Deſires, let me fear 
nope but thee, let my chief delight be in-thy Ways 
and Ordinances; Strengthen my Reſolutions, O des 
biver me from that guiltineſs I have ſo long been 
guilty of ; Make my Purpoſes firm, let them be as 
the Mountains of God, which can never be moved, 
ket wothing be able to weaken my good intentions, 
give me courage to fight the good fight: O Lord, 
in thy ſtrength I'll reſiſt, by thy power I will con- 
quer. My Heart hath lock'd thee ont, O knock 
again, andif it will not yield, break open the door, 
and tet all my corruptions vaniſh at thy Preſence. 0 
Lora, I beg no Riches, no Honors, na Preferments, 
if Thave but Food and Raiment, I will learn there 
with to be contented, it's thy Grace I want , eſta: 
bliſh me with thy free Syirit ; Give me Spiritual 
Wiſdom, even that Wiſdom which makes me wiſe 
wnto Salvation: Thou art nigh unto them that call 


'S #p01 thee, yea, unto all {ach as call upon thee faith- 


W775 


fully, O caſt me not away from thy Rreſence, I ans 
-44 O/7 5 me, ro 7g according to thy 
Word; when Tread it, let me read it with that ate 
zention, as to obſerve and take notice of what 
thou doft Command when I hear it, let me hear 


' it, as if it were the laſt time that ever I ſhould 


hear it : Let thy Oracles make deeper impreſſions 
on me thanever 3 daſh all thoſe evaſions, and ex» 
cufes T uſed to alledge, when I have had no mind 
to obey theez Let the good motions of thy Spirit 
prevail: O that there Thould be ſuch diffeabsy in 


conquering 4 poor ſinner | O that God ſbould be 


forced to careſs me to my Happineſs | O that Hea- 
ves ſhould attrait me uo more! O that God ſhould 
weed to ſend out Meſſengers, to intreat me $0 come 
to the Supper of the Lamb ! Lord, take away this 
dulneſs, make me mount up with wings, as Eagles, 
let me not be able to g0 out of thy Preſence, till 1 
have fully, and unfeignedly reſolved to give my 
felf” up to tby Service. + | 
O Feſu, the Light of the World, who enlightneſt 
every Man that comes into the World, where thou 
awelleſt, there Mercy dwells O dwell in my Soul, 
axd Mercy and Truth will kiſs each other there 5 
Teach me to hate my ſelf, not only for the hurt 1 
have done to my ſelf, but for the injuries and 
indignities 1 have offer d theez Þ was a horrid 
Monſter, thou, by thy Death, madeſt me 4 plea« 
ſong ſpettacle in the ſreht of Heaven; I lay in the 
zire and pit, thou didſt advance me into thy Fa- 
ther's Boſom, I lay trembling under the jaws of 
the belliſh. Dragon, thou geveſt me 4 place in the 
% Ys | Heart 
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Heart of God; I was unworthy of thy Gracious Af 
pet?, and thou haſt made me capable of biing em- 
braced by the great and terrible God ; I lay ina | 

eon, thou diaft promote me to a Throne thou |. 
baft done that for me, which I durſt not have hoyed 
or wiſh'd for: It had been enough to have deliver'd 
me from Hell, but that would not content thee, 
except 1 were raiſed above the Heavens, aud above 
Angels too; It had been favour enough, when my 
condition was ſo deſperate, if thou hadſt purchas'4 
far me « Suſpeuſion, or forbearance of thy. Father's 
Anger, but thou didff go further, and diaft pur. 
ehaſe me « Pardon too; and not faticfiedwith that, 
thou didſt incline thy Father's Love to me ; and 
as if that had not been enough, thou didſt procure 
me Gifs and Bleſſings too, and not only Bleſſings 
in general, but the preateſt Bleſſings imaginable, 
even thine own Kzjnodom, ana thine own Heritage. 
row unworthy have I lived of this incomprehen- 
fivle Lowe? O that I might not be able to refle# 
wporx my Life without Indiznation| Thou art the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life 3 direi# me, 4nd 
Pl ftrive to enter in at the trait Gate, purifie my 
Spirit, waſh my Soul with thy Blood, thats the 
Eye-ſalve which will make me (ee, that's the Me- 
aicine which will cure my blindneſs: O cleanſe me, 
and I ſhall be whiter than Snow : O thou inexhauſt- 
ed Fountain of Goodneſs, let me not go away dry 
From thee, let the light of thy count:nance always 
ſhine about me, and by that light let me diſcover, 
not only my groſſer ſins, but my more ſecret corrnp- 
tons, Draw me after thee, and 1 ſhall run, hide 
ye 


ing Sword, and drive him away. 
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me in thy wounds, be my Advocate, and my 
Canſe 3 thox ſpread: ſt open thy Arms to all that ds 
fire Reſt, behold I come, receive me gratiouſly, lawe 
we freely, teach me to rely on thee 5, 'my fo, my 
Trdaſure, my Sovereign Comfort 5 cauſt all the fraits 
of the Spirit to grow in my Soul, O hely mee; or elſes 
Tperiſh 3 0 affiſt me, or elſe 1 faint 5, aty Conſe 
terrifies me, O do thou ſpeak Peace untoit; theroars 
ing Sion threatens #0 devour me, — thy glitter= 

s anger burns 


againſt ne, O throw ſome drops of thy Blood' ini 
that fire, and it will go out. Let me be conte 
#0 ſell al} for thee, bet me not 
with the beſt things | have for thy Service 3" ſet it 
as a Seal wpore thy Heart, ftreem down the wate 
of Life wpor me ; I'V open my Month wide, O do 
thou fill it « 1 ml Boot ny  whnns, 


| <8 my Faculties, and unite them 10 thee: k 
med with my ſelf, let thoſe HD | 


f&raly 
haſt promiiſed to thy Saints, ſupport. me in all uy 
1 xr Com, Lied Jeſus, rome quietly. * 


ernple to part, even 


the waters © 


48s The Gzeat Law | 


Thos Bleſſed and. Eternal Spirit, wouchs 
ſafe to breathe upon me ; blow upon 

ed the Spices fow ; _ —— 
fully upon my Soul, that it may bring forth 
fruits meet for Repentance, . Let me be truly 
afraid to reſiſt thy ſuggeſtions. Sanf@ifie and 
' give ſucceſs to all'my attempts. to make my Cal- 
ling and Eleftion ſure , when my ſtubborn Heart 
would baffle thy deſigns to ſave me, let thy Grace 

ertome and. conquer me ; agree the love of 
God to me. in that Glory,\'that I may inſtantly 
throw down all I have at the feet of Chriſt : O'let 
my. Soul be ſo dazled with its beams, that I may 
defre and breathe after nothing ſo much, as after 
&. Glorious. enjoyment of God. Break the chains, 
of my ſins,..command the. fetters I have been bound 
iu t0 flie «under ; whatever good Thoughts I have. 
of "God, incregſe. them ; inlarge my Soul, that L 
way truly delight in thinking of thee ; let me feel 
the ſweetneſs of Holineſs, let me- taſte thoſe Foys 
which thou doſt vouchſafe to thoſe that improve 
thy motions; tempt me by a fore-taſte of Heavens 
Glory, to lay force upon it, Give me a glimpſe 
of” yonder Paradiſe that 1 may not faint in my 


| Journy ; grve me arguments azainſi myſelf, that 


' I may be deliver'd from myſelf. Fill all the cha- 
nels of my Soul with thy Gifts, while I ſojourn here 
on Earth, let my Heart be in Heaven: Let not 
Se/f-love in me hinder me from loving thee, Take 
my Heart away, and give me thyſelf ; be thou my 
, Fleart, and all my Delighe where-ever I a be 
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thou my Direttor, let thy Word be my Rule, 


and enable me to live according to that Rule, Q 
Holy, Bleſſed, and Glorious 7; _ One God, 
thou immenſe Sea of Happineſs, make me to know 
what it is to be one with thee. O thou everlaſting 
Goodneſs, O thou everlaſting Wiſdow, O thous 
everlaſting Sweetneſs, Grant, I may ſee thee ; ſee- 
ing, may love thees loving, may admire thee ; 
admiring, may imitate theez and imitating thee, 
may enjoy thee ; enjoying thee, may never be ſee 


parated from thee, butlive in thy Light and Love, 


and Glory, to all Eternity, 


fI NIS. 
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